From the first classes of freshman year to
graduation day, students undergo continuous
change. God molds us into the people that He
intends us to be, and the people who surround
us play a major role in the outcome . Our lives
intertwine through our likes and dislikes and how
we spend our time. We connect through music,

art, movies and many other things . God has
placed all of us here for a reason, and we strive to
find our purpose . The friendships that we build
with each other along the way will shape our
lives forever, and our unique personalities mesh
together to make Harding a temporary home that
connects us all.

EDITOR CARLIE TACKER
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LIVING OUT A CHILDHOOD DREAM
Sen ior Jessica Davis had always dreamed
of working at Walt Disney World , but she
never expected it to happen. Spurred by
her dream, she attended an open character
audition with her sisters while on vacation
during Christmas break of 2012 .
"We thought that would be awesome
because they were having one while we
were there," Davis said. " So obviously
we thought we would just mark it off the
bucket list."
She said that two weeks after beginning
the spring semeste r of her junior year,
she received a phone call to interview.
Following the interview, D isney offered
her a full-time position.
"I accepted the job after chapel," Davis
said. "By 4 p.m. that day I had a list of nine
people with connections of people I could
stay with in Florida. I ended up using one
of them, and that was my connection in
finding a church. God literally provided
the whole time."
Jessica's sister, sophomore Amy Davis,

admired her example of faith through her
experience at Disney.
"I feel like God just opened those doors
for her," Amy said. "She had to move to a
new place where she didn't know anyone
and get an apartment on her own. That
was just really cool, seeing her trust in God
through all that."
Through her job, Jessica made three
special "friends:" Ariel, Merida and Anna.
"I started off hanging out with a mermaid,
who is a lot offun," Jessica said. " She was
the first friend I made, so she was really
special through the whole experience. About
a month later I met another friend named
Merida, and a lot of little boys think she's
cool because she does archery."
Later, before the film "Frozen" was
released in theaters, Jessica became friends
with Anna and Elsa, both of whom proved
to be favorites at Disney.
Jun i or Kristina Kiser worked as a
PhotoPass photographer at Disney through
the Disney College Program. She sa id the

program enhanced her college experience
by allowing her to take classes provided
by Disney. However, she found her work
with Make-A-Wish children to be the most
rewarding.
"Getting to talk with them for even just a
few minutes and hearing their stories really
adds a very tender and specia l privilege
to my job," Kiser said.
Jessica also said her favor ite part of
working at Disney was meeting the MakeA-Wish children.
"I really liked working with the
Make-A-Wish kids who came through,
because that was when I felt like I was
really making a d ifference," Jessica said.
"To be able to use that and help little kids
who are going through things little kids
should definitely not have to deal with just to see on their faces that whatever is
happening at home doesn't matter, because
they are standing face-to-face with their
favorite character."
By Elizabeth Harper
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The stock market was no easy game,
and seniors Connor Merry and Will
Richter put much at stake every time
they played. Richter, a finance major,
said he first started playing the stock
market on his own before his junior
year. He had been looking for a way
to get involved in stock trading , but
it took reaching out to Nathan Green,
a sponsor for the men's social club
Knights, to really get started.
"It was something I always thought
was interesting," Richter said. "I never
really had the money for [it] or the
knowledge about it."
Richter learned some stock market
basics from Green, but his own interest
carried him into a long-term hobby.
Richter said that after he began, he
talked Merry, a long-time friend, into
playing the stock market with him.
"I have known Connor forever,"
Richter said . "I think we both kind
of show the same interest, so when
he saw I was getting into it ... I really
started to get him interested."
Merry, a math major with an
economics minor, said playing the stock
market became incredibly enjoyable
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for him. While he started out as a
novice, Merry felt more confident in
his trading ability over time. He and
Richter looked for every opportunity
to learn more.
"We both [send] text messages back
and forth every time we either learn
a new term, read a book or watch a
video," Merry said . "We kind of tell
the other one what we have lea~ned,
and then we usually [discuss] it every
few nights."
Merry and Richter invested in
various American and international
companies. They said they chose
companies that had an established
reputation , including technologyrelated companies such as Candy's
Technology in China, or domestic
companies such as Yahoo.
Senior Jacob Turner, an accounting
major and friend of Merry and Richter,
said he also enjoyed researching and
learning about the stock market. Yet
while he occasionally offered advice,
Turner never invested his own money.
He said Merry and Richter were risktakers.
"Connor and Will are always thinking

outside the box," said Turner. "That
is the thing that has made them go
after this, they are ... adventurous,
advantageous people, and they kind of
like to go against the flow of things."
Merry and Richter planned on
continuing to trade on the stock
market, and they recommended it
to others. They also recommended
caution , however, because the stock
market could be dangerous without
the proper knowledge for managing
the risks.
By Tania Salgado
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ALEX RAIFORD
OVERCOMING A LIFETIME OF OBSTACLES
As a criminal justice major in his final
semester of undergraduate studies, senior
Alex Raiford had many questions about the
future on his mind, many of which were
questions of employment and professional
pursuits. Compared to Raiford's past,
however, planning for the future seemed
like a luxury. When Raiford was 2 years old,
doctors diagnosed him with a dangerous
form of brain cancer, giving him an estimated
six months to live. During the same visit,
the family learned that Raiford's right eye
was completely blind, and his left eye was
severely impaired.
While Raiford's early cancer went into
remission within the next year, he was
diagnosed again at age 4. The new prognosis
was more optimistic; according to Raiford,
he was given approximately eight years,
but it seemed unlikely that he would live to
be a teenager. Against all odds, Raiford's
cancer went into remission for a second
time. As he approached college graduation,
Raiford was in his 16th year of remission,

though the lingering health issues of his
early childhood never disappeared.
1have82 tumors on my spine and neck,
two or three on my ribs, one on my femur,"
Raiford said. "I'm blessed to be alive."
Raiford said he faced daily challenges
in the classroom and elsewhere, still
suffering from severe visual impairment
and chronic pain.
"I can't drive, so that's a big hindrance,"
Raiford said. "[I] can't see anything on the
boards - even if I'm on the front row-to
take notes."
Raiford rose to meet his challenges, and he
learned to rely upon his peers and teachers
daily. Borrowing notes and presentations,
Raiford worked to keep up in his classes.
According to Dr. B.J. Houston, chair of
the Criminal Justice Department, Raiford's
enthusiasm and hard work established him
as an active member of the department.
"He has a definite love of the law,
Houston said. 1 can't tell you that I've
had any student who's more positive than
11

11

11

Alex is. I think it's his perseverance and his
positive attitude ."
Raiford's friends and fellow students
also witnessed his attitude in the face of
difficult circumstances. Senior Silas Heffley
was impressed with how quickly Raiford
became familiar with those around him.
Alex is one of those people who never
met a stranger," Heffley said. "He is just a
joy to be around."
According to Raiford, his struggles were
not barriers to achievement but parts of a
valuable story that God used to influence
the community around him. Through his
contact with dozens of doctors and fellow
patients, Raiford sought to exemplify the
love of Christ and the ways in which it
overcame suffering.
"I know that no matter what happens,
God is in control," Raiford said. "If one
person sees Jesus through me - through
my medical conditions - it's a success."
By JP Baker
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HEAVY METAL
At the beginning of his sophomore
year, senior Jake Herridge s umbled
across creative inspiration. Finding an
overpriced portable stereo in a shop
in Florida, he realized that he could
make his own for less than half of
the cost. After returning to campus,
Herridge shared the idea with his
roommate, senior Logan Horne, who
quickly jumped on board. From there
the idea began to take shape.
It took several tries for Herridge
to perfect the art of making portable
stereos. His studies 1n engineering
played a key role in the process.
"I've always liked electricity,"
Herridge said. "I've always been artsy."
Herridge's first boom box consisted
of an old suitcase, three speakers, an
amplifier and a portable lithium
ion battery. Herridge did
not describe the building
process in technical terms,
however.
"These
boom boxes
are pieces
of art,"

Herridge said. "You take music and
you take retro luggage, and you can
put it together ... and the result is JUSt
magnificent "
While Herridge created his "boom
cases" - as he called them - to sell
to others, he still developed a personal
connection with each individual creation.
"My favorite part is, once they're
finished, plugging them in and choosing
the first song to christen the boom
case," Herridge said. "Every boom
case has its own personality."
In the beginning, Herridge and
Horne used anything they could get
their hands on to build the boom boxes.
They ordered the sound equipment
on line, hunted for vintage suitcases at
thrift stores and flea markets and even
used Horne's pocketknife to assemble
the first boom box. According to Horne,
they eventually gained access to the
science building's jigsaw, saving the
trouble of cutting through suitcases
manually.
"Two suitcases completely dulled
my knife," Horne said. "But it was
totally worth it."
After perfecting their design, the

lnnl
team took its product to market by
setting up a booth at the Harding
Bazaar during Spring Sing weekend,
giving half the proceeds to Searcy
Children's Home. They also held a
raffle to give away a boom box for
free, blasting music through all five
suitcases to attract buyers.
"Out of all of the booths, we were
obviously the loudest," Horne said.
"People would walk by and you could
tell people thought it was cool. They
had never seen it before."
Senior Blake Allen was particularly
interested in the boom boxes. When
Allen wanted a boom box for his
wedding, Herridge was happy to teach
him to make his own. Allen quickly
began his own enterprise, adding his
own design touches and selling his
boomboxes through his Etsy shop.
"I like figuring stuff out- building
stuff with my hands," Allen said. "If
there is something like that, I kind of
gravitate towards it."
Herridge planned to work with both
Horne and Allen to sell the boom boxes
at the bazaar a second time in 2015.
By Carlie Tacker
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TRAVELING WITH A PURPOSE
When junior Caroline Reed was 16
years old, she traveled to more than 20
countries in six months. She was not on a
reality television game show, she did not
win the vacation lottery, and she was not
trying to "find herself." She went with her
family, just because.
Reed's parents, who both loved to travel,
were inspired to take the trip as a result
of a reflective conversation . Lori Reed,
Caroline's mother, said they realized how
short life was, how little they had traveled
as a family and how quickly their children
were growing up.
"We value something other than being
on the treadmill of everyday life," Lori said.
"We just wanted to get off of the treadmill
and value each other."
For such a large-scale trip to happen,
several things needed to fall into place .
Accord ing to Caroline, the details with her
father's job worked out exactly as needed.
Her mother's boss encouraged the trip, and
the private school the children attended
was willing to work with them . On Jan. 9,
2010, the Reed family left the U.S. for the
trip of a lifetime.
"One thing about my family is that
we aren't very good at planning ahead,"
Caroline said. "So we pretty much went
with only our p lane tickets, knowledge of
where we were going to go and our first

night's hostel booked in New Zealand.
That's just how we roll."
Caroline said that although her family
was relatively close before the trip, they
bonded on a deeper level during those
six months.
"We got very close very quickly," Caroline
said . "We were together 24/7, so we had
to learn how to work together. I couldn't
just run off to my room and be mad about
something or cry, because there was no
'my room .' We were all in the same room,
and we just had to learn how to handle
our anger - handle being upset and deal
with each other."
They visited countries like Greece,
Cambodia, Thailand and Turkey. Carol ine
said she has always had a love for history
and that being able to experience the history
of each country first-hand was something
she would never forget.
"Traveling is so eye-opening, and I think
it's one of the best learning experiences,"
Caroline said. " There's no better way to
learn about the world than to travel. You
can sit in a classroom all day, but traveling
is hands-on. You get to be there and
understand the culture because you've
lived in it."
They also visited India , Uganda, Kenya,
Rwanda and Israel. Lori said the intention of
the trip was to expose the family to places

and things they had never experienced .
"It wasn 't a long vacation - it was
living life in different places and letting
that influence us," Lori said. " A lot ofthe
places we chose came from thinking about
our family values. We thought about what
we wanted our kids to see and why we
wanted them to see it. We intentionally
chose things and places that would make
us uncomfortable."
Junior Toria Parrett, one of Caroline's
friends, w itnessed the growth in Caroline
after her return .
"That whole trip was a life-changing
experience for her, and you can tell that
when she speaks," Parrett said. "Travel is
something that develops her. It changes
anyone, but it's such a passion of hers,
and it's something she loves so much
that it brings out the best in her. People
always ask, 'Where do you get your energy
from?' and I think travel is where Caroline
gets hers."
The Reed family took a risk and did
something radical, but Caroline sa id she
would do it again in a heartbeat.
"It's crazy," Caroline said. "I think about
it now, and I think, 'We were totally insane.'
But it was so worth it. If anybody wanted
to do it, I would definitely encourage them
to . This is a once-in-a-lifetime experience."
By Rachel Brackins
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DAVID BROOl(ER
On Oct. 14, junior David Brooker made
a half-court shot for half-price tuition at
Midnight Madness in the Rhodes Fieldhouse.
Brooker said that the high school girl
originally chosen for the half-court shot
decided not to take it, so he volunteered
to take the ticket and shoot instead.
"I went down there just trying to get
into the whole night of Midnight Madness
and pump up the crowd," Brooker said.
"I wasn't really thinking about making the
half-court shot but just having a good time
down there . I felt pretty confident . .. but I
got really nervous when I was looking at the
goal. That's when I was like, 'This is real."'
Head coach Jeff Morgan said it was the
first time anyone had made the half-court
shot since the tradition began 20 years ago.
"We're always hoping someone makes
it, and we've been hoping for years,"
Morgan said. "It's just one of those things
that was due. It was time."
Morgan was standing with some of the
men 's basketball team when Brooker took

the shot. According to Morgan, many of
the players knew Brooker, and they were
eager to rush onto the court to celebrate.
"All of a sudden, here comes the crowd
carrying him off on their shoulders,"
Morgan said . "It was almost as if all of that
had been built up for 20 years, and then
there was 20 years worth of celebration
taking place on that spot. It was almost as
if he had made a shot to win the national
championship."
Brooker's half-court shot made headlines
in newspapers and on news stations in
about 25 different states. The story was
even featured on Sports lllustrated's "Extra
Mustard" online newsfeed.
"It started with the Daily Citizen, and
then it went to local news stati o ns in
Arkansas," Brooker said. "Then I got an
email from someone who works with the
public relations office who said there are
like 30 clips of me going around the country
in like 20 different states, and I was really
shocked about that."

Being featured on news networks as far
away as California was exciting, but Brooker
focused more on the immed iate value
of half-price tuition. He said he planned
to save the extra money for the future,
particularly for his wedding in January.
Brooker's fiancee, junior Madison Teague,
said she was not at Midnight Madness
when he made the shot.
"I had fallen asleep by the time he made
it, and so when he tried to call, I ignored
it," Teague said. "He called a second
time, and I could barely hear him over all
the screaming. I knew he told me, but I
didn't realize how big of a deal it was until
the next morning when I watched all the
videos on social media."
While Teague was disappointed to have
missed the experience, she appreciated
what it meant for Brooker's future and her
own. According to her, it could not have
come at a better time, and it could not
have happened to a better person.
By Elizabeth Harper
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FULL TIME MINISTER
FULL
While a full-time student, junior Bible and
preaching major Easton Cook paid his way through
college with a position as a full-time youth minister
over 150 miles from Harding.
Growing up in Ozark, Missouri, Cook attended
Southside Church of Christ. Six years later, after
an internship at the Bernie Church of Christ in
Bernie, Missouri, he was hired to be their full-time
youth minister.
"He did an outstanding job when he came in,"
the church's head minister Stan Dauck said. "Easton
came in and taught the class to the teenagers, and
our teens came out of the class and said, 'You've
got to hire this guy - he is really good.' We met
and interviewed with him, and he had the maturity
and the ability that we were looking for."
The church had about 180 members, and Dauck
said that the youth group included as many as 35
teenagers at any given time. One member of
that youth group, freshman Andrew Mason,
later came to Harding and became Cook's
roommate.
"One thing that I really admire about
Easton is that, as a youth minister,
he obviously tells us a lot and
tells us a lot to do, but now
that we're roommates I get a
new perspective of him,"
Mason said. "He hasn't

TIME STUDENT
changed - he's still the person that he was as my
youth minister, and he takes his own advice."
During Cook's time with the youth group at
Bernie, at least six teens were baptized, convincing
him that his hard work made a difference . However,
balancing his obligations was not always easy, and
the high points of the job were countered by some
more difficult times.
"I would say that balancing is a lot like juggling,"
Cook said. "Once my ministry is up in the air, my
school seems to be in my hand, but as soon as I
realize my ministry is coming down quick, I've got
to throw the other one up."
Mason attested to Cook's work ethic, saying
that he faced many sleepless nights. Despite the
lack of rest, Cook only wished his two jobs were
closer in distance.
"I want both," Cook said. "I'm still doing well in
school, and I will continue to keep my grades up,
but I can't just abandon the youth group altogether."
Cook organized events, taught classes, preached
at his congregation and even signed up to speak in
chapel. Though he loved his work with the Bernie
youth group, Cook did not plan to be a youth
minister forever, but he hoped to become a public
speaking figure at church events. Dauck and Mason
agreed that Cook had a natural gift for speaking
and that his future included endless possibilities .
By Nakisha Milton

==='II

« »
~

" J)

«

~

« »

~

145 1

JUNIORS

Alyssa Abraham
Heidi Abston
Amber Adams
Candace Adams
Megan Albers
Nathan Anderson

Haley Anzalone
Clara Armstrong
John Ashley
AnnaMae Aufrance
Faith Bailey
Kinsey Baker

Jared Balcom
Janny Bardales
Anna Barnes
Delaney Beck
Tiffany Beck
Marianie Bedolla Jimenez

Kaitlin Belitz
Jackson Benson
Joshua Berry
Aaron Bissell
Ashley Blackstock
Jena Blair

Kasey Boatwright
Kristen Bobo
Levi Bogus
Fanny Bonilla
Diego Bouche
Emily Brandon

Rebekah Brock
Emma Brown
Grant B uehrer
Courtney Burns
Eric Bushue
Molly Cagle

149 1

snPHOMORES

Mary Griffith
Austin Gurchiek
Hunter Hackworth
Max Haley
Harley Halliburton
Kimberly Hanners

Brody Harding
Nathan Harkey
Lyndsey Harrell
A very Harriman
William Harris
Zavier Hartung

Morgan Harville
Bailey Hawkins
Lois Hegarty
Margaret Henkel
Dalla Herrmann
Austin Hicks

VILDE NORDSETH
FINDING A FAITH

Sophomore Vilde Nordseth came from
Norway to Murfreesboro, Tennessee, as
an exchange student during her junior
year of high school. Having previously
traveled to the U.S. on various vacations
and trips, she had always wanted to be
an exchange student. She said she could
remember counting down the days until
her return to the states on July 1, 2011,
the start of her exchange program .
"I was so excited to be an exchange
student for a whole year," Nordseth said.
"It was living the dream for me ."
Nordseth's host family lived in Smyrna,
Tennessee, and she quickly discovered
that they were Christians. Nordseth said
that while she was not a Christian, she
wanted to respect her host family by
attending their church service at Smyrna
Church of Christ.
"I came into the church, and everyone
was so loving," Nordseth sa id. "I just
realized that it was so different than
anything I have experienced before. It
was like coming to Harding for the first
time. There was so much love and it just
made me ask, 'Why?'"
Initially resistant to the idea of God,
Nordseth began to talk with her host
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family about faith.
"After a while, I decided to stop and
listen, " Nordseth said. "I was just so
impressed by what they knew."
After six months in the U.S., Nordseth
decided to be baptized in January 2012.
Though she was scared to return to Norway
and talk about her faith with her parents,
friends and classmates, Nordseth said
she overcame her fear by sharing her
testimony in a small church setting before
going home.
"I got this fire to want to tell it to
everyone," Nordseth said. "I knew I had
to prepare and get ready to talk to my
friends about this and tell them about
Christ."
Junior Katelyn Shelton said that when
she first met Nordseth, she could see in
her eyes that she was eager to spread
the word of God.
"It is so clear how God is using her to
spread his word through her open heart
and zeal for Christ," Shelton said. " She
said that God kept her busy while she
was in Norway wa iting to come back to
America for college. "
According to Nordseth, however, her
time in Norway proved difficult.

"Every day felt like I was heading up
the battlefield," Nordseth said. "I would
come home worn down and to my nonChristian family, and it was just tough, but
God gave me so much strength and made
me grow so much in that year. He gave
me great opportunities to share about
Jesus even in the midst of that struggle."
The struggles Nordseth experienced at
home led her to seek a safe place for her
spiritual and educational development.
She decided to attend school at Harding,
where she flourished in the Christian
environment.
Amy Baker, instructor of communication
sciences and disorders, sa id Nordseth was
always asking questions and expressed
excitement and interest in class discussions.
She valued her input as a student and as
a Christian example .
"She was very real, positive and
encouraging to all those around her, "
Baker said . "She had this light that [shone]
through her, and it was unmistakable."
Nordseth said she did not want to lose
sight of her true goals: not only to have
the ultimate college experience but also
to achieve the ultimate spiritual growth.
By Taylor Gleaves
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Sophomore Caroline Nelson took her love for acting to
the next level by landing a role as an extra in the hit TV
show "Nashville." Photo by Amanda Floyd
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Sophomore Caroline Nelson
majored in marketing with a minor
in theatre, but her passion for acting
was anything but minor. Beginning
her freshman year of high school,
she participated in school plays
and dance recitals, but the summer
before her first year of college, she
was looking for bigger and better
opportunities.
"I've always known that I wanted to
perform," Nelson said. "But I never
knew how to go about it."
Soon, a talent agency gave Nelson
her opportunity: she worked
as an extra in "The Song," a
film released in September
2014. Nelson said that the
experience showed her
what it would take to
invest in an acting
career.
"lttaughtme
that you
have to

be super patient when it comes to stuff
like that," Nelson said.
This opportunity introduced Nelson
to new possibilities that tested her
patience as well. Through Facebook
groups, she found other jobs as an
extra, both for the television show
"Nashville" and for the Country Music
Awards introductory videos. According
to Nelson, some concert scenes would
last for up to 12 hours of filming,
and she was still not guaranteed to
be visible in the footage. On one
particular job, Nelson said she was
on set for over three hours, and the
producers only used her car while
she waited.
According to Nelson's sister, Megan
Nelson, all of Caroline's patience
paid off once she saw herself on TV
in a CMA video.
"She had the biggest smile on
her face when she found herself in
the crowd," Megan said. "That just
confirms how much acting [and]

performing makes her content."
Senior Kayli Kendall, claiming to
be one of Caroline's biggest fans, said
that Caroline could turn her career as
an extra into so much more.
"The time and devotion and the
emotion that she pours into everything
she does is truly admirable," Kendall
said . "She truly desires to learn and
seeks out constructive criticism and
takes it to heart."
Kendall worked with Caroline
on a number of university theatre
productions. Caroline's performances
included "Pirates?!?," "Radium Girls,"
and "Shrek The Musical," all of which
contributed to her goal of a career in
performing. Forthe meantime, however,
Caroline studied marketing, hoping
to oversee the business department
of a theater or film studio.
"Hopefully one day I can give up
the business side and just pursue
performance," Caroline said.
By Ashley Heastie
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THE FOOTSTEPS OF HISTORY
More than 2,500 years ago, according to
legend, a war raged between Athenians and
Persians in the Greek village of Marathon .
Though incredibly outnumbered, the citizensoldiers of Athens prevailed, and a single
man, Pheidippides, ran the 24 miles home to
Athens to share the news of victory. This 24mile stretch became not only the namesake of
the modern marathon but also the highlight
of sophomore Payton Williams' semester in
Greece .
Williams said she had no intention of running
a marathon when she arrived at Harding
University in Greece; she had planned on
running a 1OK. However, when her original
race filled up too fast, Williams made the
daunting choice to run the marathon instead.
"I thought, 'Oh, what's 20 more miles?'"
Williams said. '"I can do it!'"
Though Williams had immense determination,
she was not fully prepared for a marathon.
Professor of business Dr. Rich Brown, visiting
faculty member for the semester, served as
her personal trainer. Brown had extensive
long-distance racing experience, having
participated in more than 20 marathons, a
50-mile race and a 100-mile ultra-marathon.

He and his wife Laura helped Williams every
step of the way.
"Laura was the one that was encouraging
them," Brown said. "My role was more to
be the experienced marathon runner who
impressed upon them the seriousness and
the difficulty of it and gave them advice."
Williams went through vigorous training,
trying to fit a year's worth of preparation into
just two months. She and sophomore Daniel
Nelms, who also chose to run the marathon,
spurred each other on during their morning
runs.
"We always stayed positive," Nelms said.
"It was just another experience in our books
- another challenge."
In the last few weeks before the marathon,
their training shifted gears. Once Williams and
Nelms were physically prepared to complete the
race, Brown began coaching them in strategy.
"There are things that can stop you in a
marathon, like getting chafed or getting a
blister," Brown said. "When you're already tired
and hurting, and all of the sudden you've got
this really painful spot on your foot, that can
be the last straw that makes you stop. One
key to finishing is eliminating reasons not to."

When the day of the marathon came, Williams
and Nelms' preparation paid off. However, the
victory did not come without a fight.
"I was super positive up until mile 20, and
that's when I hit 'the wall,"' Williams said.
"That wall is a real thing. I had to talk myself
through it, the entire last six miles."
Williams and Nelms finished the marathon
in about five-and-a-half hours, within three
minutes of each other. Their reunion at the
finish line meant the completion of their
semester-long journey - a journey that was
its own reward.
"The feeling when you cross the finish line
and you get your medal and when you're done
running - that was worth all the blisters, that
was worth all the stomach aches, that was
worth all the heat that we ran in," Williams said .
At the end of the day, Williams took home
more than just a medal. After enduring such
a long struggle, pushing through the pain
and ignoring temptations to give up, she had
learned the extent of her own endurance and
the value of pushing that endurance to its limit.

By Austin Nightengale

In search of adventure, sophomore Payton Williams
decided in the spur of the moment to run the historical
Athens Marathon while studying abroad in Greece.

Photo

by Owen Brown
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The Harding Spectacular winner, freshman McKenna
Crabtree, amazed the audience with her incredible
yodeling skills. Photo by Amanda Floyd
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MCl(ENNA CRABTREE
PERFECTING AN UNUSUAL TALENT

Freshman McKenna Crabtree came
to Harding with a fresh look in her eye,
a healthy anxiousness and a very unique
talent. Taking the stage in front of hundreds
of her new classmates on Aug. 15, she gave
a performance of "He Taught Me How To
Yodel" during Impact. Later that evening,
the crowd chose Crabtree as the winner
of the Harding Spectacular.
"That was the biggest crowd I had ever
performed in front of. I always get nervous
in front of teenagers 'cause they tend to
be a little more judgmental than others,"
Crabtree said. "But after my first yodel, I
got such a huge response from the crowd
that I wasn't worried - I got settled in."
When she first heard about the Harding
Spectacular, Crabtree debated whether or
not to perform.
"I asked my parents right away," Crabtree

said. "At home I am known as the yodeling
girl, and I thought, 'Do I want to be known
as that or start differently?'"
From a very young age, Crabtree began
to perfect her yodeling talent.
"When I was 8 years old, I wanted to
perform in my school talent show," Crabtree
said. "I didn't do anything very interesting,
so that summer, [my family] went to New
Mexico and saw Cindy Hobbs yodeling.
I bought her CD and listened to it over
and over again until I got it."
No stranger to the spotlight, Crabtree
continued to practice her gift through
venues in her hometown, Clifton, Texas.
"I've done local events," Crabtree said .
"I've done the Patsy Montana Yodeling
Contest- I got second. I've done a couple
plays locally, too."
Crabtree's roommate, freshman Haley

Shearer, said she first heard the yodel during
a 2012 session of Honors Symposium .
She later realized how well the talent fit
Crabtree's bubbly personality.
"She is so funny and outgoing that it's
only appropriate for her to have such a
unique talent," Shearer said.
That personality came through in the
performance that won the hearts of the
Spectacular crowd, including senior Kyle
Johnson.
"Her yodeling soared through my heart
like an eagle," Johnson said.
A communications sciences and
disorders major, Crabtree had a heart to
help those in need. She recognized her
gift of yodeling and her ability to use it
as a medium of influence and hoped to
pursue it on campus.
By Zach Hailey
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A POLITICAL LEADER IN THE MAKING
Students regularly worked internships
all over the world during the summer,
but one student's internsh ip experience
stood out even before she set foot
on campus. Freshman Chandler Pruitt
spent the summer working as former
first lady Laura Bush's personal intern.
After going through an extensive
interview process, the Bushes offered
Pruitt the internship position, which fit
perfectly with her interests.
"I am a very political person, and I
had loved the Bushes since President
Bush ran," Pruitt said. "So, of course I
was like, 'Yes, I would love to work for
you."'
For security reasons, Pruitt could not
reveal too many details about her work,
but she said that she worked at the
George Bush Presidential Library as the
only personal intern for Laura Bush.
"Generally speaking, I did the kind
of stuff that you would normally do in
an office - taking care of filing and
paperwork, correspondence is big things like that," Pruitt said .
While she could say little about the
specific tasks she completed during the
internship, Pruitt could not say enough
about the valuable lessons she learned

not only from the Bushes but also from
the impressive political backgrounds of
her fellow staff members.
"Dallas is very lucky to have the
Bushes, and I feel blessed to have been
able to be in their presence and learn
from them," Pruitt said. "Even the staff
that works for President and Mrs. Bush
are fabulous people - so intelligent. I
learned so much from them and their
political backgrounds."
Pruitt also learned many life skills
from her work environment. In working
with the Bushes, she saw a strong
example of overcoming adversity.
"From watching the Bushes, one of
the most incredible things I learned
was resiliency," Pruitt said. "I think that
I've really captured a greater respect
for President Obama, for President
Kennedy, for President Reagan - all
of the presidents - for what they had
to go through and endure in their
presidency and then post-presidency."
The lessons Pruitt learned and the
experience she gained during the
internship did not stop benefiting her
when the summer ended; they carried
over into her daily interactions and
aspirations. Assistant vice president for

enrollment management G lenn D illard,
who helped select Pruitt as a Trustee
Scholar, believed she brought her new
skills to Harding with her.
"Chandler may well be the most
confident - and certainly not in an
arrogant way - student on the Harding
University campus," Dillard said. " She
never meets a stranger, presents a very
positive first impression and works hard
to get things done."
Assistant vice president for
advancement Steve Lake was a
longtime friend of the Pruitt family.
According to Lake, Pruitt's internship
added value to an already-impressive
resume, demonstrating on paper
the dedication that was apparent to
everyone who met her.
"She's politically wise, she's driven,
she's bright, she's been involved
politically within student leadership
organizations within the state of Texas,
and she is a doer at a young age," Lake
said.
Pruitt sa id she felt very blessed by
the opportunity and looked forward to
seeing where her connections would
take her.
By Dane Roper
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Freshman child life major Megan
Golliver was on her way home for
Thanksgiving break when a car
accident changed her life. According
to Golliver, who was in the passenger
seat, her car struck a stopped car at
about 73 miles per hour, launching
her air bag and laptop into her face.
"[The doctors] said if it had hit
an inch lower I would've been
decapitated, and if it had hit an inch
higher it would've crushed my skull,"
Golliver said. "There were a million
ways I probably could've died in that
accident, and it's only by God's grace
I'm still here."
Assistant professor of art Amy Cox
was on campus when she received a
call alerting her that Golliver had been
in an accident and was being taken
to the White County Hospital.
Cox said she went straight
to the hospital, where she
communicated with
doctors, made decisions
on Golliver's
behalf and kept
Golliver's
parents
updated.

"I

don't see what I did as anything big
or heroic - I feel responsible for any
of my students," Cox said. "Caring
for my students goes hand in hand
with me teaching them, and I think
anyone in this position would feel
the same way."
As the night progressed, the extent
of the damage became clear. Golliver
would need a completely new set of
teeth and multiple skin grafts, as well
as the reconstruction of her nose, jaw
and cheek bones. Multiple surgeries
loomed in her future, but even facing
an uncertain recovery timeframe, she
decided to stay at Harding.
"There's a sup p ort system at
Harding that is unlike anywhere else,"
Golliver said. "Being at Harding gives
me a sense of normalcy."
A story like Golliver's was bound to
get around. People with similar struggles
looked to her for encouragement,
whether she knew it or not.
"I've gotten messages from people
I don't even know telling me that they
are inspired by the way I've handled
this," Golliver said. "Those are total
God encouragements."
Even as she encouraged others on
campus, Golliver looked to others for
advice and comfort. Junior Peyton
Templeton, who suffered severe

burns at a young age, spent time
with Golliver as she came to terms
with the side effects of the accident.
"It teaches you to base your
self-confidence and self-worth on
something other than your physical
appearance," Templeton said. "I
think that was a very quick and hard
lesson for her to learn, but the way
she carries and handles herself has just
taken over. She holds herself with so
much confidence and assurance, and
she knows that whatever happens,
her worth is in God."
By choosing t o continu e school,
Golliver p ut herse lf in a ch allenging
situati on , but sh e allowed herself
the chan ce to learn, to grow and to
help others.
"I'm not going to lie and say every
day has been a box of chocolates
and I've been able to put a smile
on, because I haven't," Golliver said.
"But every day God has been with
me, and my very best friends have
been by my side, and my family
has supported me .... Faith is not
circumstantial, and God's love and
forgiveness isn't either. That lesson
has covered this whole thing."
By Rachel Brackins
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THE ART OF ORIGAMI
Freshman Bradley Marques became engrossed
in the paper-folding art of origami at a young
age. With the help of friends and instructional
videos on You Tube, he taught himself how to
create an increasing number of models as he
grew older. He built his repertoire by beginning
with the simple fortune-teller model. After
years of learning and practicing, he added
more complex models such as the flapping
crane and the unicorn.
"The great thing about origami is that it's very
beautiful," Marques said. "You can take real-life
objects - say, like a bird - and translate it to
paper. It can be a homemade gift. Instead of
buying a flower, you can make a bouquet of
flowers. That seems more sentimental to me
because I made it myself instead of buying it."
The word "origami" derived from the Japanese

Mastering the art of origami, freshman Bradley Marques
gave away his art as sentimental gifts while he continued
to develop new designs. Photo by DJ Lawson
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words for "fold" and "paper." Paper-folding
projects were documented as early as the sixth
century in multiple Asian countries. Over the
centuries, origami transformed and developed
into many different styles and techniques.
Not only did origami provide an aesthetically
pleasing artistic outlet, but it also served a
wide range of practical uses. Some patients
recovering from hand operations used origami
as exercise during their physical therapy, while
patients struggling with anxiety used origami
to calm their minds. In educational settings,
teachers taught origami to help students
increase spatial sense and math skills.
"Origami is a skillful craft," assistant professor
of art Beverly Austin said. "I think origami
has spatial and mathematical awareness that
a craft like, say, papier-mache does not. The

line between knowing what's fine and what's
not so fine is an aesthetic difference."
Marques showcased his work in many ways,
from sharing it with his friends to teaching
elementary school students how to make paper
cups. Freshman Riley Jones, who had known
Marques since junior high, was impressed
with Marques' artistic prowess.
"I think it's a very beautiful art form," Jones
said. "It's hard to do, but if you're good at it you
can create some very beautiful masterpieces. I
like the way Bradley does it and his creations."
Marques credited his patience and dedication
to the practice of his art. He spent several
hours every day fine-tuning his skills, hoping
to one day reach the master levels of origami.

By Tin Nguyen
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STEPPING INTO A NEW WORLD
Though leaving home for college
could be an exciting time, full of new
experiences and personal growth , it
could also be a scary time characterized
by homesickness and doubt. Fo r
sophomore Alkmini Tsirmpa , the
experience of coming to college was
particularly intensified by the t ransition
from her native home in Greece to her
new home in Searcy, Arkan sas.
"My dad is the lawyer of the Harding
Univers ity in Greece pmgram, and
that's how I heard about Harding,"
Tsirmpa said . "They offered my dad's
family a scho larship, and we didn't take
it seriously at first, becau se it was in
the United States. My mom wouldn't
listen to it at fi rst; she said it was too
far away and that she couldn't see me
being so far away."
Over t ime, the distance seemed
less and less daunting. Tsirmpa
began to realize the significance of
her opportunity to attend college in
the U.S., and the idea became more
appealing to her. After some serious
conversations with her family about
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her decision, she resolved to begin
her freshman year in the fall of 2013 .
"It has been really nice. Everyone
is reall y friend ly," Tsirmpa said. "It is
a really good atmosphere to be in.
I kno w it's the usual answer, but the
people are definitely the best thing
about Harding."
According to sophomore Megan
Albers, Tsirmpa's suitemate, Tsirmpa
added to the friendly atmosphere .
"Alkmini is lots offun ," A lbers said.
"She is really easy to talk to and open
up to because she is a really great
listener. She is really easygoing and
laid-back. She doesn't stress out too
much. She is just a lot of fun to do
crazy things with. She is very sweet
and compassionate towards others."
After her arrival at Harding, Tsirmpa
fully invested herself into the campus
experience. She attended West Side
Church of Christ, met with a home
Bible study, joined Delta Gamma Rho
social club and developed many close
relationships .
"She absolutely has taken full

advantage of being here," Albers
said . "She makes an effort to go to
any event and meet and get to know
people ."
Senior Meghan Ramsey met Tsirmpa
while studying at Ha rding University in
Greece the semester before Tsirmpa
came to Ha rding.
"I think it is very brave of her,"
Ramsey said. "I don't know if I would
have had the courage to go so far
away from home."
Tsirmpa, however, did not feel like she
made this leap alone. Between other
students and her spiritual connection
with God, someone was with her at
every step of the way.
"I think it is very important that I
have a relationship w ith God, because
I really don't think I could do it on my
own," Tsirmpa said. "I have really seen
His support throughout my yea r here
because I've had times where I ask
myself, 'What am I doing here?' but he
always sends someone or someth ing
happens that gives me support."

By Tin Nguyen
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