








IN NEARLY ALL of Europe the Church and State have remained

entirely too close together. Europe is the home of the
Reformation, but for a thousand years Roman Catholicism had
been very closely associated with government. Consequently, as
the Reformation developed, most of the European countries con-
tinued to think of religion as a State function and most Euro-
pean countries still have the State Church. For instance, in
Norway, it is claimed that about 97 per cent of the people
belong to the State Church, which is Lutheran. In Sweden, the
figure is about the same. In each country the State pays the
preachers and bishops and provides the churches. The offerings
at the churches are used for charitable and educational
purposes.

The remaining three per cent in Norway and Sweden
which there are called “Dissenters” are divided among Catho-
lics, Methodists, Baptists, Penecostal, etc. In Denmark, Hol-
land, Belgium, Switzerland, the Church and State have
remained close together although no one church has quite such
a complete majority as in Norway and Sweden. The Calvan-
istic influence is stronger than Lutheran in some of these latter
countries. France, on the contrary, remains chiefly Catholic.

The Catholic church is entering strongly into polities in
Western Furope. For instance, there is a Catholie Iahor union
and a Catholic political party in several of these different
countries. In some countries the Catholic party is the strongest
party there.

I did not find any State church demonstrating very much
spiritual life. For instance, the Bishop in Oslo, Norway, who
told me that 97 per cent of the people in that country belong to
the State church was quite embarrassed when I inquired how
many of them attend church on Sunday. In fact, he refused to
suggest any figure at all. Finally, I inquired if as many as 10
per cent attended church on Sunday. He replied: “Not more
than 10 per cent.” However, he said many of them did attend
at Christmas time and on Easter Sunday.

In Sweden, officials told us that all people are considered
members of the State church unless they have applied for per-
mission to join one of the “dissenting bodies.” No one is free
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in Sweden to join any other church except the State church
unless he has permission from the State. Consequently, all who
have not applied for such permission are reckoned to be mem-
bers of the State church.

In England, the Church of England is dominant, yet vari-
ous other protestant movements have gained a great many
adherents. The Methodist people were having their annual con-
vention at the time I was in London and newspapers were fea-
turing the fact that the membership was at least 10,000 below
the pre-war figure. Most denominational bodies were said to
be experiencing similar losses.

The Restoration Movement made a great deal of progress
in England but most of that movement has gone digressive as
the Christian Church has in our own country. There are how-
ever, several small congregations which are refusing to go along
with the digressive movement. Some congregations have gone
along with the digressive movement, but in individual practice
are quite conservative, indicating that the line has never been
very accurately drawn.

It is my opinion that countries in Western Europe offer
great opportunity for missionary work. The religious nature
of the people and the coldness of the State church are factors
which should contribute favorably to New Testament evan-
gelization.

BULLETIN - - Harding College

Vor. XXII

SEPTEMBER 15, 1946 No..6

Entered as second-class matter July 28, 1934, under Act of August 24,
1912. Published twice monthly by Harding College, Searcy, Arkansas.



