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Organizations mean something different to each
student at Harding. For many, they offer the
opportunity to practice and utilize skills for a future
profession, to be involved in service opportunities
or to try something new. Regardless of the reason,
the outcomes are often the same. Relationships
form and students make life-long connections
through the work they do together. Whether the
purpose is to learn a new skill, to build something

or simply to bring smiles to campus, students focus
on something beyond attending classes, making
the short years spent in college meaningful. Two
highlights of Harding are connecting with people
and putting our dreams into action. Organizations
help us do both. No matter where you choose to
be involved, the door of opportunity always stands
waiting to be opened.

EDITOR. FANNY BONILLA
ASST. EDITOR. JONNA HOPPER
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MERGING CREATIVITY AND BUS

According to its website, the American Institute
of Graphic Arts was “the oldest and largest
professional organization of graphic designers,
advocates and practitioners.” Established as a
national community in 1914, it gained an official
Harding chapter in 2013.

AIGA provided graphic design students with
business contacts and real-world experience
by accepting design projects at a nominal
fee. The organization also networked via their
national counterpart, securing resources through
an internship board that allowed students to
peruse graphic design internships offered all
over the country. Some companies even gave
exclusive job offers and internships to AIGA
members before seeking candidates elsewhere.
By cataloguing digital and printed portfolios
through AIGA, students could make their work
accessible to members nationwide. According to
associate professor of art Stacy Gibson, sponsor
of AIGA, these resources proved invaluable to
undergraduate designers.

"The benefit of being in the group is that
you're invited to things around the country,”
Gibson said. “They have conferences on graphic
design, and they can be in competitions.”

Gibson said that because the state of Arkansas
did not have a professional chapter, local
members partnered with chapters in St. Louis
and Memphis, Tennessee.

In the past, AIGA created murals for Searcy,

American Society of Interior Designers est. 1986: Row
1: B. O'Briant, J. Rutherford, M. Giesemann, A. Howell,
B. Long Row 2: R. Owens, K. Hendrix, N. Pastran, L.
Panzano, S. Bigham Row 3: R. Hirschenberger, C. Sunkel,
K. Euban, C. Brackney, J. Adair
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designed for many local non-profits and developed
brochures, logos and shirt designs around campus.
According to senior Megan Giddens, president
of AIGA, the organization’s graphic design
projects were the perfect preparation for work
after graduation. Students treated projects with
professional attention and worked with clients
the same way a business would, complete with
performance reviews and portfolio updates.
However, Giddens said that the organization
hoped to do more than just design. AIGA
planned to host a "How To” night at which it
could showcase the diverse talent of the art and
design departments.

"We were going to have people from each
department — like a painting person, graphic
design, sculpture [and] pottery — and they're all
going to demonstrate how they do their specific
thing,” Giddens said.

Senior Emily Rogers became an official member
of AIGA in the fall after using AIGA resources
to secure an internship during the summer.
According to Rogers, the organization hoped
to use its events to spread the word about its
purpose and mission.

“I'm just excited for the opportunities and all
the ideas we have for this year and let people on
campus know what the AIGA is about and just
what graphic designers really do,” Rogers said.

By Ashley Heastie

American Institute of Graphic Arts est. 2013 : Row
1: C. Crowder, R. Henthorne, L. Michael, T. Jones, S.
Traughber Row 2: D. Carver, S. Gibson (sponsor), B.
Tidwell, P. Felix, J. Williams, T. Tregoning
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ULTIMATE FRISBEE TEAM SUARS

Knowing the sky was their only limit,
the women’s ultimate Frisbee team,
the Sky Bisons, made it to the national
championships for the first time in Harding
history. Comprised of 19 girls, three of
which were captains, the team practiced
all year long and began their season in
the spring. Though some athletic teams
saw victory as the ultimate prize, the Sky
Bisons' unique goal upheld the Harding
spirit of selflessness.

“We have this little three-C thing that
we've been telling our freshmen,” junior
Joanna Thomas, one of the team captains,
said. “We want to be a Christian team
first, committed to the sport and then
competitive.”

The opportunity to go to nationals
excited and even shocked the Sky Bisons.
According to senior Malissa Hoehn, the
captains surprised the team with the news
during a team meeting.

“For me it was like a complete shock
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because | had never been on a winning
ultimate team until last year,” Hoehn said.

After hearing that they were going to
nationals, the team needed to prepare.

“We had a little over a month’s notice
when we found out we were going,” senior
Shelby Roberts, another team captain,
said. “Our number-one priority was to
make sure that everyone was going to
feel comfortable on the field.”

With intense preparation came large
amounts of time spent together as a
team. Bonding through their sport, the
Sky Bisons became more than just a group
of girls playing Frisbee.

“We're like a big family,” sophomore
Anna Lowe said. "We usually eat dinner
together after practice. When we go to
tournaments it's really fun because it's
just a big bonding thing. | mean, some
of my best friends are on the Frisbee
team now.”

After their ninth-place finish out of 16

teams at the tournament, the girls looked
forward to their next season of playing and
the opportunity to improve. They began
to prepare their newer team members for
next season, building on their season of
growth and accomplishment.

“l am very excited for raising the standard
even higher than where we were last year,
since we are a rising team — keep this
upward momentum going,” Roberts said.

According to Thomas, the team kept
their priorities in order during their push
toward victory, upholding Christ as their
utmost priority. Through ultimate Frisbee,
the girls gave new meaning to the word
“ministry.”

“We think it's such a good opportunity
for us as Christians because we try to be
Christians on the field and try to show
that this is our form of outreach — this is
our form of ministry,” Roberts said. “We
use our attitudes on the field to show
people Christ.”



Sophomore Michelle Hammet practices throwing a
Frisbee during practice on Oct. 21 at Harding Park. The
team practiced twice a week throughout the school
year. Photo by DJ Lawson
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As a growing organization with a common desire to stay
physically active, the Kinesiology Club came together with a
mission to unite Harding and the surrounding community. The
club hosted several events, including the Bison Stampede 5K
run and a mission trip to New Mexico. The members strove
to be active as a group and to promote exercise and fitness
to everyone around them.

Senior Vanessa Lewis, president of the club, and junior
Tabitha Vielmette, vice president, coordinated the Bison
Stampede for its 12th annual occurrence. Taking place during
Homecoming weekend, the 5K involved students, alumni
and the local community in the excitement of the week.

"We're trying to reconnect some of the community that
is coming back and get them involved with homecoming,”
Vielmette said.

The event had a substantial turnout, bringing many people
to campus. The Bison Stampede also offered a 3K walk as
an alternative to the longer run. Lewis and Vielmette said
they enjoyed seeing families, friends and alumni run and
walk together.

"After the event, | saw a lot of pictures of little kids in
strollers and moms pushing them for the 3K walk while their
dad was running the 5K,” Lewis said. "It was really cool to
see the family aspect of the event.”

The proce

st of the ye {i

tor the re

s from this event funded the club’s activ

trip to New Mexico. According to Lewis, the trip facilitated
sports-based activities for a local vacation Bible school.

In November, the club also attended a state convention
in Little Rock hosted by the Arkansas Association of Health,
Physical Education, Recreation and Dance. It served as an
activity for students interested in learning about the field
of kinesiology. Speakers addressed various careers such as
teaching, athletic training and recreational management.

“We have elementary and high school and college level
teachers that give presentations,” Dr. J.D. Yingling, associate
professor of kinesiology, said. “We have had athletic trainers
that come in and talk about sports demonstrations and new
games. Itis a good way to get some exposure to professionals
in the field and see what is going on out there.”

The convention brought people together by offering
lectures, presenting new equipment and allowing students
to learn more about their chosen field. While the convention
was not exclusive to Christian schools or schools with a
church background, Lewis said he was most interested
to see others talk about God and come together as one
group who shared this common interest. Ultimately, the
Kinesiology Club hoped to accomplish a similar effect on
campus — bringing together a diverse community to stay
healthy both physically and spiritually.

By Alexa Stover
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UNCOVERING

When Dr. Dale Manor, an archaeologist
and professor of Bible, started the Society
of Near Eastern Archaeology in 1998, he
hoped to provide an opportunity for those
interested in Biblical archaeology to come
together simply for “the love of learning.”
Though SNEA was technically a student
organization, its bimonthly presentations
remained open to other professors, faculty
and members of the community.

“It's not always exactly pure archaeology,
but it's always related to antiquity and,
particularly, Biblical time periods,” university
web developer and club member Richard
Schneider said. “It's interesting to get all
these different fields’ takes on the study of
archaeology.”

As the club sponsor with experience in the
field, Manor gave many of the presentations.
He also worked with the club president,
once one was elected for the school year, to

invite other speakers to present. According
to Schneider, presenters included: Steven
Choate, an associate professor of art and
design; Kevin Klein, Department of History
and Social Science chairman and professor of
history; and Gabriel Barkay, an archaeologist
from Jerusalem. Barkay, who visited campus
in 2013, was one of the more distinguished
guest speakers SNEA had hosted.

Manor occasionally presented his findings
from the excavation site in Israel, Tel Beth-
Shemesh. He would also give show-and-tell
presentations over artifacts he had collected.
Manor's presentations emphasized that the
archaeology complemented Biblical accounts.

Senior history major Erin Choate, daughter
of Steven Choate, found the combination of
archaeology and Biblical study particularly
interesting because of its relation to her
degree.

“It's really amazing to me how a site like

Tel Beth-Shemesh that Dr. Manor excavates
on ... can unearth some really amazing things
that can shake history,” Erin said.

As Schneider said, the SNEA presentations
supported the veracity of Biblical accounts.
Manor said that when he was in local ministry,
he sometimes encountered people who tried
to dismiss the Bible and its teachings as
irrelevant or outdated. Through archaeology,
he found that issues of the heart remained
the same even though the technical methods
of society had changed.

“People are still concerned to a point
about where they're going to get their next
meal; people still have the question about
is there life after death; people still have
concerns with family, survival and love and
community,” Manor said. “Those are all
timeless, and archaeology demonstrates that
in a fantastic kind of way.”

By Daniel Casella
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Guest speaker Jessica McCumpsey talks to students of
the International Business Society on Nov 4. Throughout the
semester, the IBS offered workshops and field trips for members
who wished to learn about important business skills. Photo by

Amanda Floyd




MIXING BUSINESS AND CUL TURE

Director of international business Mike
Allen began his second year as the sponsor
of the International Business Society in the
fall. He used his professional experience
abroad to help shape the direction of the
society. After graduating from MIT with
a degree in international business, Allen
worked for General Motors for 30 years.
GM sent him to work abroad in Tokyo,
Japan, and Frankfurt, Germany, both for
three years.

Dr. Bryan Burks, dean of the College
of Business Administration, said that
Allen’s “work experience and international
exposure” landed him a job with Harding.
Burks valued Allen’s purposeful integration
of business and mission work worldwide.

“"When | retired | was able to work this
out with God'’s direction,” Allen said. “My
wife and | had always talked about doing
this. | just never thought it would really
come together, but they were looking
for someone who had the international
business background.”

Allen said his goal for the IBS was to
bring students from all cultures together
to learn from one another.

"I just found many of my students were
from China, Central America, Thailand,
Poland and Russia, and there's a good
sprinkling of American students as well,”
Allen said. “So how do you get all that
group together outside the classroom? How
much easier is it if they've already learned
from a foreign student sitting right next to
them, versus just having that experience
when you're out in the work place?”

Senior Midory Martinez said the IBS brought

people of many different backgrounds
together by organizing potlucks and other
events to share their cultures. According
to Martinez, Allen made the most of these
events, forming personal relationships with
everyone involved.

“He teaches us to value the opportunity
we have here to know so many people
from other places,” Martinez said. "He
has taken the time to be our friend. He
tries to get to know us and know more
about our families. | think that is something
really special.”

Allen said he wanted the IBS students
to know that wherever they went in the
world, God went with them.

“Acting how Jesus would act wherever
you go makes a difference wherever you
are and in whatever culture you are in,”
Allen said. “I would tell people | was a
missionary in both Germany and Japan.
It was GM’s dime but my time because
| worked with both of those churches.”

According to Associate Dean of COBA
Al Frazier, Allen taught in an “industry
specific” manner because of his experience
with GM, which provided valuable context
for his students. Frazier said that Allen’s
time abroad lent credibility to his lessons.

"He's just been a great example of
someone who has just embraced what we
do at Harding and embraced what we are
all about as a uniquely teaching university
and as a uniquely Christian university,”
Frazier said. “With both of those he has
jumped right in and has been active since
almost day one.”

By Elizabeth Harper
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Sophomore Cody Stubblefield rides a mechanical bull
provided by the American Marketing Association during
the football tailgate on Oct. 18. The AMA worked during

the semester to bring excitement to Bison fans.

Photo by DJ Lawson.

PROFESSIONALS TO NASHVILLE

Eleven Accounting Society students
spent fall break, Oct. 10-12, visiting various
businesses and firms in Nashville, Tennessee.
Chair of accounting and finance Dr. Phil
Brown, sponsor of the Accounting Society,
said they planned the trip because a number
of students from the middle Tennessee area
expressed interest in returning to work there
after graduation.

“Our students were able to see the versatility
of their accounting degrees through meeting
with business professionals at literally all
levels of leadership, from CEOs and CFOs
to entry-level staff,” Brown said.

According to Brown, the trip featured a
variety of accounting-based career fields,
including public accounting, government work,
healthcare, banking, retail, manufacturing
and hedge fund management. Senior Selena
Warren said the trip helped her realize the
full range of available accounting jobs.

"I guess | just didn't know all the businesses
you could get into, but now | know everyone
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needs an accountant,” Warren said. "It just
opened my eyes to a lot more than public
accounting, because that's what's kind of
pushed a lot.”

Each business had connections with
Harding, whether through an employee or
professional contact. Warren said she emailed
and thanked each Harding alumni after visiting
their business.

“Every one of them said if | ever needed
anything they would be more than glad to
help and told me not to be scared to contact
them,” Warren said. “That was really cool that
no matter what firm it was, whether it was
banking or public accounting, they all want
to help you no matter what you want to do.”

The Accounting Society also attended a
luncheon with 35 alumni of the Paul R Carter
College of Business Administration from
around the area. Sophomore Aubrie Larkins
said she enjoyed hearing all the stories of
success that started at Harding.

“Just hearing about how they’ve grown,

and seeing them in their positions now just
gives me hope that one day | can do that,”
Larkins said. “They made us feel very hopeful
that we could one day do what they do.”

Terri Lane, senior manager over corporate
human resources with Dollar General, hosted
a visit with the students for nearly three hours.

“Hosting Harding University accounting
students was such a pleasure, and we enjoyed
every minute of it,” Lane said. “Each student
was dressed to the nines and behaved
professionally. Each had their portfolios open,
diligently took notes and soaked up each
word that each of our presenters shared.”

Larkins said she looked forward to the
society advancing its work in the future.

“I hope the alumni will keep donating
and continuing to help this trip happen in
the future for other students, because it was
very helpful,” Larkins said. “It opened my
eyes to a lot of different opportunities and
to Nashville.”

By Elizabeth Harper
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1. Freshman Abby Loring runs a TV16 camera
during a news rehearsal on Aug. 18. The student-
operated station ran broadcasts five days a week for

- the Harding and Searcy community.
. Photo by Owen Brown
2. A TV practicum student stands ready during a
ractice broadcast on Aug. 18. TV16's “Live at 5 featured
mass communication students on and off screen.
Photo by Owen Brown




IN FRONT OF THE CAMERA
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In 2014, | had the honor of working as a reporter for
TV16. The first hand experience | had was incredible. |
overcame things that took me outside of my comfort
zrmo gaining confidence in the skills that | needed to
be a great reporter. Throuqh reports and interviews,
look-live reports and regular stand-up reporting, |
gained invaluable knowledge of whm my future

as a broadcast journalist would hold.
It was extremely nerve-racking the first
time | was assigned to do a live report. |
was so scared | was going to mess up
on live news. | had to introduce a
news package that | had created
which discussed the details of the
Arkansas alcohol amendment.
My videographer was on the
phone with the student news
director so he could cue me to
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My most memorable assignment was reporting during
Midnight Madness. My only task was to do a live interview
with one of the Lady Bison basketball players, but a spur-
of-the-moment interaction turned it into a much larger
assignment. | was preparing questions in my mind to ask
the player when my supervisor, [multimedia producer] Tim
Hamilton, saw President Bruce McLarty walking past me. Tim
quickly asked Mclarty if he would be willing to answer a few
questions about Midnight Madness. He agreed, and before
| couid process it all, Tim turned around and said, “Ansley,
you are interviewing Dr. Mclarty ... now!” Intimidation and
nerves almost overcame me, but | pulled myself together,
gave myself a pep talk in my head and went for it. It quickly
became one of the best interviews | had ever done.

It was fun to be out at events preparing to give a
report and to see people walk past staring. It made me feel
like | was doing something important and meaningful that
people found interesting. Watching myself on the news was
strange at first, but it became more normal with time. | was
my biggest critic, and whenever | saw a mistake, | took it
Jpoor'nm;ty to improve myself. Being a reporter for
ned up doors for opportunities that | would have
r had before, and was just the type of experience |
ee d to prepare me for my future big-girl job.

By Ansley Watson
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Senior Shelby Daniel, editor-in-chief of the Petit
Jean Yearbook, edits a story to be used on a Petit
Jean spread in the Student Publications office on Dec.
2. Student Publications relocated to new offices in the
Reynolds after more than 40 years above the Student
| Center. Photo by DJ Lawson

It had been a long time — 10 years, to be
exact — since the Student Publications office
had been renovated. In the fall, students
and staff returned from vacation to find a
new and improved Student Publications
office in a more convenient location.

Graduate student Hannah Robison,
secretary of Student Publications, said that
though the transition happened over the
summer of 2014, the plans had been in the
works for several years prior. The former
office on the second floor of the Student
Center had housed Student Publications
for decades.

“The old office was pretty much just
that — it was pretty old,” Katie Ramirez,
director of Student Publications, said. "We
had renovated in 2004, but before that ...
the office has looked very much the same
since about 1970.”

The old office felt out-of-date not only
aesthetically but practically as well. Student
workers said they sometimes felt cramped
due to the limited amount of workspace. The

facilities had fallen behind technologically
as well.

“We had a darkroom that they used to
use to develop pictures in the old office,”
senior Alexis Hosticka, editor-in-chief for
The Bison newspaper, said. “Obviously
everything is digital now, so it makes a lot
more sense to have like a big room with a
lot of computers for them to do ... photo-
editing and graphics.”

The new office was located in the
Donald W. Reynolds Center for Music and
Communication. According to Robison, this
location was much more practical.

“[The Reynolds is] where most of our
student staff members have their classes,”
Robison said. “It's kind of the hub of
communications in general, and so it's been
much more convenient.”

Ramirez, along with a few of her family
members, helped oversee the moving
project. She used her experience with
Student Publications, research, and the
input of students and staff to determine

W, - GG AR

what improvements and additions the new
office needed. The fresh space affected
the overall morale of the students and
generated more traffic than before.

“Generally, students seem to be a lot
happier working here,” Ramirez said. “They
putin a lot of hours, many of them very late,
but they seem generally just ecstatic about
the new space — they're happy to show it
off. We have more visitors and guests who
come through, which is always fantastic.
We also have more collaboration with the
other student media outlets.”

The new location included new lighting,
more computers, new equipment and a
combined workspace for newspaper, yearbook
and online staff. Student Publications even
added a snack cart and some new furniture
to make the space feel more like home.

“It's not just the place — it's obviously
the people that make it a home,” Ramirez
said. “But we have a little bit more of a
stylish home now.”

By Nakisha Milton
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Scholars Advancing Learning and Teaching
presented service opportunities specifically for
the Cannon-Clary College of Education students.
According to the group’s mission statement, the
pre-professional student organization aimed to
provide opportunities for educational community
service, professional enhancement and mentoring
relationships within the college.

In 2014, SALT participated in several service
projects both on and off campus. Projects included
reading to students at Westside Elementary School,
providing an elementary student’s family with
food for Thanksgiving, hosting the graduating
student teachers’ banquet and organizing
Harding's National Day of Prayer event May 1.

According to senior SALT member Ann
Stewart, the group prepared for the National
Day of Prayer by selecting school leaders to
speak and pray. The organization asked various
faculty members to lead prayers specific to their
areas of expertise.

At the event, Dr. Shawn Fisher, assistant
professor of history, prayed for military men and
women; Dr. Brian Burks, dean of the College of
Business Administration, prayed for small local
businesses, large corporations and the media;
and Dr. Bruce Bryant, an associate professor of
education, prayed for schools, students, teachers
and the university. Senior David Ezell, former

KAPPA DELTA PI

Chapter of the Education for Exceptional Children
est. 1997: Row 1: B. Hirsch, B. Hirsch, E. Ross, P.
Williams, A. Edwards, B. Kehl, H. Rees, M. Spence, J
Gatlin, S. DiStefano

president of SALT, began with an opening prayer,
and assistant professor of education Adam Baker
concluded with the closing prayer.

Ezell said that the event extended even after
the prayer ceremony; the group sent cards to
White County Medical Center notifying patients
that prayers had been offered on their behalf.

Assistant professor of education Lisa Bryant,
SALT sponsor, said the organization planned
to continue hosting Harding'’s National Day of
Prayer as well as other service projects.

"I think that's the hope of the outgoing officers
— that people will keep all of these things going
— because they have been successful,” Bryant
said. “Harding doesn't really have a big thing
for the National Day of Prayer, so we are kind
of hoping that can be our thing for Harding.”

Ezell encouraged students to get involved in
organizations like SALT to help prepare them
for their future careers.

“You need to be involved in things that help
you develop professionally because that's what
college is about,” Ezell said. “You are gaining
knowledge, but you are also developing that
professional side of your career, and SALT will
do a great job of helping students mold into
educators.”

By Elizabeth Harper

Simmons, A. Wilson
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Chinese Students

BR

In the fall, the Moon Festival celebration
gave students of all backgrounds insight into
Chinese culture by providing moon cakes
and other cultural Chinese staples. For the
Chinese student body, however, the festival
went beyond merely sharing their heritage.

“The Moon Festival is designed for the
Chinese students to gather together and
celebrate it and have a good time,” junior
Simon Zhang said. "Because, you know, you
really get homesick if you're like 10,000 miles
away from home.”

The festival offered a taste of home that
many Chinese students craved, especially
freshmen. However, the Moon Festival also
invited students from all cultures to try something
new. Assistant professor of communication
Steve Shaner said the event allowed those of
other backgrounds to marvel at the beautiful
display of Chinese heritage and tradition.

“I think it allows the Chinese students to
show off their culture,” Shaner said.

The Moon Festival, also known as the Mid-
Autumn Festival, traditionally began on the
15th day of the eighth lunar month, when
the moon was fullest and brightest. In myth,
it celebrated the moon goddess Chang'e
and her flight to the sky, serving as a time
of sacrifice and offerings to the moon itself.

“We may not believe the mythical story
behind [the Moon Festival],” Shaner said.
“But, you know, we don't believe a lot of the
stories behind our cultural events we have,
but they just say it and do it for fun.”

The festival featured many aspects of
Chinese culture, particularly during the live
stage performances. According to Zhang, the
Chinese student body was a diverse group
of students who had many unique talents to
share. The performances included singers,

Multi-Cultural Student Action Committee est.
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Row 3: A. Munoz, O. Crespo, J. Paredes Row 4: L.
Rambo, X. Luo, R. Gavidia
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NG CULTURE TO CAMPUS

violinists, pianists, kung-fu demonstrations
and even stand-up comedy.

All other details of the festival, such
as the food and activities, were decided
in meetings of the Chinese Students and
Scholars Association before the semester
began. The CSSA chose games that they
played as children in China which required
the highest level of cooperation. All these
decisions contributed to the Moon Festival’s
underlying goal: breaking down the dividing
walls between cultures.

"The goal is to present different Chinese
culture and blend the Chinese students into
Harding campus,” West Ling, director of
Chinese student life, said. “[We wanted to]
facilitate Chinese students and American
students [to] have [a] chance to get to know
more about each other.”

By Austin Nightengale

1. Graduate Yujze Dai performs a Chinese dance
at the Moon Festival on Sept. 7. Students showcased
their talents to display their culture
Photo by Owen Brown

2. Junior Xiguang Zhang greets a guest at the
dinner. This event provided others with insight into
Chinese heritage. Photo by Owen Brown

3. Freshman Yuncong Liang hosts the festival,
wearing a traditional Chinese dress. Different hosts
were picked every year. Photo by Owen Brown
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A DECADE

In the fall, Souvenirs reached its 10th
year of celebrating good poetry. Meeting
weekly in the Sears Honors House, the
group read and recited the work of a
different poet each week.

According to Dr. Michael Claxton,
associate professor of English and club
sponsor, Souvenirs was born when 2004
alumnus Tim Nance and 2005 alumna
Andrea Zahler began meeting unofficially in
2004 to help each other memorize poetry.
Nance and Zahler approached Claxton
in the spring of 2004 about sponsoring a
campus-wide poetry club. Nance, who had
studied both French and English, named
the new club “Souvenirs” because of its
French root meaning "to remember.” The
name itself outlined the group's goals:
not only to memorize poetry but also to
treasure the link it provided to history.

Senior Melissa Hite, president of
Souvenirs, said she enjoyed celebrating
something she loves with others.

“It's laid-back. We just read the poetry,
and we don't overanalyze it,” Hite said. “We
don't beat it to death. We just appreciate
the beauty of the poetry.”

Claxton attributed the club’s easygoing
dynamic in part to the comfortable feel of
the Honors House. He remembered how
Nance would dramatically recite Edgar
Allan Poe's “The Raven” for the club every
Halloween.

"He wouldn't just stand still and read
it, he would walk around, and we would
have another member of the club be the
raven, because the raven has lines in the
poem too,” Claxton said. “So it would be
a little performance piece. He even did it

Est. 2004: Row 1: S. Griffith, M. Hite, H. Hatalla Row
2: J. Lance, M. Claxton (sponsor)

UF POETRY

for us a couple years ago when he came
back to visit for Homecoming.”

According to Claxton, the club
supplemented its regular meetings with
recitation battles, a weekend trip to used
bookstores in Little Rock, come-and-go
marathon readings for longer works and
themed meetings, like anti-love poetry for
Valentine's Day. The group also reserved
its last meeting of every school year as a
hymn night.

The club gave out “Souvenirs points”
for each line of poetry one could recite
either by oneself or in a “poetry battle,”
in which two members went head-to-
head to see who remembered more of a
particular poem. Whichever member had
the most points at the end of the school
year would get a prize.

“Every once in a while, if someone
makes a really good joke, we'll give them
Souvenirs points for it,” Hite said. “It's very
chill and relaxed and arbitrary. That's one
of the things | love about Souvenirs ... It
has the potential to be so pretentious,
but it's not.”

Junior Jonathon Lance, vice president
of Souvenirs, said the club helped him
to gain greater appreciation of the world
and people.

"People continue to write poetry every
day,” Lance said. “From my time in Souvenirs
club, I've learned how universal the reach
of poetry is.”

By taking poetry more seriously than
they took themselves, the members of
Souvenirs learned to appreciate literature
for literature's sake.

By Daniel Casella

1. Senior Cara Speegle lights a candle during
the Sigma Tau Delta induction ceremony on Nov. 4.
in the American Studies Building. The members voted
annually to add qualified students to the organization.
Photo by Amanda Floyd

2. Professor of English Michael Claxton speaks
at the Sigma Tau Delta induction. Sigma Tau Delta was
an honor society for English majors.

Photo by Amanda Floyd
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In the summer, the Harding University Chorus
organized a campaign across Europe to raise
awareness for local churches and Christian
ministries. The campaigns lasted from May
12 to June 6, and 33 people participated:
27 singers and six sponsors. They visited
Italy, Switzerland, Austria, Slovakia, Croatia
and Hungary and performed in a total of 14
different cities. The Chorus sang in concert
halls, church buildings, parks or squares
depending on what the local church leaders
had arranged for them.

Dr. Clitf Ganus, professor of music
and director of choral activities, said the
campaigns aimed to help publicize and
promote the activities of the churches. Yet
the trip yielded many more benefits; Ganus

hoped to develop new contacts for the -

participants, to encourage Christians, to
build bridges between the church and the
community, and to expose the students to

mission work opportunities in central and
eastern Europe.

“We have contacts with Churches of Christ
where we visit,” senior Hannah Robison said.
“What we do is we sing for the community
in an event set up by the Church of Christ
and then use that to help bring people
into the church, start Bible studies and get
people involved.”

Senior Kristianna Lynxwiler, a vocal music
major, said that though the group did not
stay to study the Bible, the campaigns still
qualified as a mission trip. According to
Lynxwiler, music touched people in a way
that speaking could not.
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