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Social clubs are a long standing tradition that bring

people closer together. 1t is not about the jersey or the

club name, but about excperiencing life with a close group

of friends by one’ side. Clubs are groups of people who

stick together, make memories, become lifelong friends

and enconrage each other in their Christian walk.
Sarah Cumnings
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founded; 1989
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Noah Darnell
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a day inthe park

252 social clubs

Shantih holds service project function

he ladies of Shantih social club brought a new idea to
light when they merged service projects and functions.
Typically, clubs kept these two activities separate, but
these ladies decided that did not always have to be the case.

Shantih’s first experience with combining a service project
and function happened a few years ago when they had their
“Bowling for Soup” function.

“We decided to combine a bowling function with a canned
food drive,” senior Kristi Kridlo, president of Shantih, said.
“In order to participate in the bowling, you had to bring at
least two canned food items for the can drive.

On Oct. 11, the members of Shantih had their second
function with the purpose of serving others while still spend-
ing time together as a club. The function/service project was
suggested by Shantih’s activities director, senior Katie Parker,
who thought it would be a good idea to do a function for
others, not just themselves.

The service aspect of the function was for the club to
interact with children from Searcy Children’s Home and local
foster children. Members played games, tie-dyed shirts and
ate pizza with the children.

“One of our sponsors, Penny McGlawn, used to be the
mom at the Searcy Children’s [Home] and I thought we could
use that resource [to] reach out to the community and have
a great time,” Parker said.

The parents involved were very appreciative of the club
and their efforts in providing activities to the children.

“It was a way that foster parents could get a little break
and a way [for us] to reach out to the children and show them
some of the love they may miss out on in their normal day-
to-day life, “ senior Farron Martin said.

Martin said they were trying to do as many service projects
as they could to benefit people from the community and
keep Shantih aware of what they were really supposed to be
focused on, which was God’s work.

“The purpose of our club is service and love,” Parker said.
“We think that is very important to be of service to others,
and we focus a lot on that.”

By adding service project elements, Shantih redefined the
meaning and purpose of functions.

“A function is a great time to bond with your sisters,
but there are more important things,” Kirdlo said. “There
is nothing like a smile of a young child, and we got a bunch
of smiles that day.”

Allison Weaver




did you know...

Assistant Dean of Students Sherri Shearin was a member of women’s
club Ju Go Ju when she attended Harding.

Sub T-16’s president is called a skipper. This year the skipper was senior
Nathan Page.

Noah Darnell
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did you know...

President Dr. David Burks was a Zeta Rho beau.

Gamma Sigma Phi was founded the day before the 9/11 terrorist attacks.

Senior Brandon Burton ¢

Nick Michael

Junior Paula Abney, senior Jaclyn Davis and sophomore
Paola Eusse m ddle allunler @

Nick Michael

Junlor Nathan Burrows g
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fun on the sidelines

beaux coach and queens cheer in club sports

Abig part of the social club experience at Harding was

being involved in club sports, not only for the members,

but also for the club’s beaux or queens. In addition to
being overall supporters for the clubs they belonged to, beaux
and queens often took roles as coaches and cheerleaders for
their clubs’ athletic teams.

For junior Delta Gamma Rho beau Jay McCoy, coaching
went beyond just showing up on game day.

“We held a few practices, drew up plays beforehand and
made arm bands with the plays on them [for the girls|,” he
said.

McCoy said his favorite thing about coaching was see-
ing the gitls get as passionate about the game as he and the
other beaux did.

“Ijust try to let them have a good time,” McCoy said. “It’s
fun to get serious and what not, but in the end I just want
girls to enjoy playing regardless of the outcome.”

As a participant in club sports and also athletic director
for Pi Theta Phi, junior Julya Bentley acknowledged how nice
it was to have beaux helping out with the sports.

“My favorite thing about the beaux is their involvement
with club sports,” Bentley said. “Our beaux always are
our base coaches in softball, [and] it is always helpful and
encouraging to know that once I hit that ball I will have a
beau waiting for me at first [base] to tell me whether or not
to keep running”

While queens did not help coach in club athletics, their pres-
ence at games was just as important for bringing support and
encouragement to the guys in the club they represented.

“We bring posters and snacks, like popcorn and sunflower
seeds,” sophomore Beta Omega Chi queen Lindleigh Whet-
stone said. “We are basically the cheerleaders at the games,
and I try to get the crowd involved.”

Inevitably there were times during games that became
heated on the court or field between club teams, and the
queens were also helpful in calming the guys down.

“During games when the guys are at their breaking point
about to burst out I usually go down to where they are and
remind them to keep their good attitudes,” Whetstone said.
“The members [of BOX] really try to focus on maintaining
Christ-like attitudes throughout the game, and they do a
great job.”

Both beaux and queens enjoyed the roles they played either
as coaches or supporters from the stands, but the honor to
serve a club as a beau or a queen also went beyond sports.

“It’s an honor being a beau,” Ju Go Ju beau junior
Brandon Johnson said. “I like to help the gitls if they aren’t
familiar with the sport. My sister and gitlfriend and a lot of
my friends are in the club, so it’s fun to interact with them
and goof around.”

Emily Hauptli
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making friends at traditional activities

founding club members years ago. These traditions included

club songs and hymns, a motto for the men and women
of the social club to stand by, a club verse or even a club salute.
But during the month of September, most clubs were prepar-
ing for the club process that was beginning and planning the
traditional mixers that their club was known for. These mixers
were a way for the club to showcase their values and heritage
to potential members.

From Pi Theta Phi’s Black and White Mixer to Alpha Tau
Epsilon’s “Office Space” Mixer, the themes varied as much as
the clubs. Some clubs required people to dress up and compete
for the best costume. Others were more simple and focused on
learning about prospective members through conversation. The
traditional mixers often stood out the most in students’ minds.

“One of our traditional mixers is our Pajamarama and
cookie dough mixer,” senior Delta Gamma Rho member Ka-
tie Copeland said. “If it isn’t a favorite for our club, then it is
one that everyone looks forward to, probably just because you
get to hang out with a bunch of gitls in your pajamas and eat
cookie dough. This mixer has become a tradition for our club
and continues to be a mixer that people have come to know as
a usual for our club to do.”

Traditional mixers allowed the old members to look back and
remember their own experiences, as well as to meet people that
were just as interested in sharing those experiences.

“[Members] ate able to reflect on that same mixer and remember
what they once went through during the [induction] process,”
senior Marci Blackshear, Pi Theta Phi member, said.

These mixers were often viewed as just as important, if not
more so, to the members. If mixers were no longer a part of
the recruiting process, many members would be upset. The
traditional mixers were particularly special because each one
defined the club’s personality.

“[The mixer] ties into our number one rule ‘Always, Always
act like a Lady;” and an elegant night makes everyone feel like
a lady,” junior Tori Dobbs, a Ju Go Ju member, said of The
Black Mixer.

Some clubs made their mixers more formal and dressy,
while others simply dressed in their club colors or were more
laid-back.

“The Orange Crush Mixer is important because that’s some-
thing we’re known for,” senior Whitney Nottis said of the Shantih
mixer. “We’re known for our ‘Orange Crushes’ during club week,
so it gives us a way to incorporate it into our mixers.”

Senior Garrett Sheumaker, president of Alpha Tau Epsilon,
said the club’s third-round Toga Mixer was one of their traditional
mixers. Held in the Administration Auditorium, the mixer allowed
current and prospective members to dress up in togas and drink
root beer, and it was very popular among members.

“It’s the best mixer to be able to sit down and just really get
to know new members,” Sheumaker said.

Club members viewed the mixers as a success because they
brought the old members together and provided a bond that
each could be proud of while bridging the gap between old
and new members.

Farron Martin

f ; ocial clubs were primarily built on the traditions set by
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Senior Megan Lankford and freshman Amanda Her-
ren play the pajama party game Sept. 16 at the Ko Jo Kai
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did you know...

Regina means ‘queen’ in Latin. That is why their club symbol is the crown.

OEGE means obedience, earnestness, godliness and efficiency. The
club was founded by four girls, Ophelia, Edith, Gwenevive and Evelyn.

mixers 263
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Sophomore Jordan Whetstone and freshman Chris
Loftis charge each other at the Knight's annual club week
Joust on Oct.30. The Knight's joust drew spectators from
al over campus each year. Noah Darnell

Freshman Carol Creel runs for Pi Theta Phi during silly
olympics on Oct. 30 of club week. Pi Theta Phi went on
to win silly olympics beating Zeta Rno, Ju Go Ju and Ko
Jo K&l Noah Darnell

Freshman Tabetha Espenschied makes a rubbing of the
GATA motto "Live Pure, Speak Truth, Right Wrong” found in
Searcy Hallon Oct. 31. Each year on rough night, GATA took
the new memibers on a history wak to show the club's rich
history around campus. Courtesy of Laura Douglass

Jividen McCoy, a junior, participates in the Seminole Stomp
1o close out club week on Oct. 31. The stomp was a tradi-
tion for Semincles that included a choreographed stomp
routine the club memibers worked on during club week
Courtesy of Robby Carriger

did you know...

It is written in the Seminoles’ constitution that they are not allowed to
have queens. They said they do not want to make other girls jealous.

Kyodai changed their name this year from Theta Nu Xi. They
kept the same colors but changed the name on their jerseys.



new kind of Family

big sisters, big brothers and inductees

he student center was packed with new members who

were excited about the prospect of getting into a club

while frantically trying to get signatures. However as the
week went on, stresses began to build for both new and old
members as countless hours were put into club week activi-
ties. In light of this, many clubs assigned big brothers and big
sisters to new members to help alleviate as much of the stress
as possible.

“I’'m glad we have big brothers,” freshman and new TNT
member Mitchell Carter said. “One of my big brothers bought
me Chick-fil-A one afternoon and made me eat it because I
didn’t eat much all week.”

Senior OEGE president Vanessa Borsheim said she really
enjoyed having a little sister during club week. Borsheim described
a big sister as being a support system throughout club week.

“It was important to us that our girls knew if there was any-
thing they needed throughout the week that they had someone
they could [turn] to,” Borsheim said. “It was also good because
the new [members| learned how to communicate with the rest
of the club.”

Graduate student Jake Blair, president of men’s social club
Gamma Sigma Phi, said his club dedicated about 15 minutes
each night for big brother and little brother time. He said the
new members were allowed to ask questions about the week,
and then they prayed together. Blair said his club also shook
things up by trying something they had never done before. While
eating dinner, the big and little brother groups were to witness
to people they encountered at the restaurants.

“We broke up into big brother groups, and each of the
older members took their little brother to a fast food place and
bought them dinner,” Blair said. “The goal was to practice raw,
spreading of the Gospel by trying to talk to someone about
Jesus. I think it turned out really well.”

Junior Rachel Geddie, a member of women’s club Pi Theta
Phi, said that each of the old members was assigned one or two
new members as little sisters. Geddie said big sisters would buy
gifts throughout the week to help brighten spirits and encourage
their little sisters.

“One of the best parts about being a big sister is you get the
chance to become really close with your little sister,” Geddie said.
“It creates a strong bond and makes you automatic friends.”

Chi Omega Pi member junior Mallory Thompson said the
new and old members in her club received a clue on a piece of
paper linking the little and big sister together. Thompson said she
and her little sister formed an instant connection, and they made
plans to hang out after club week even before it was over.

“My big sister was so encouraging to me; she would always
make sure I was doing OK and it was so uplifting,” Thompson
said. “Now I look forward every year to being a big sister so I
can give back to someone else what she gave to me.”

While club week was tough at times, the efforts made by
older members to encourage the new members made a great
impact. Many felt that the friendships formed through being
a big brother or a big sister were friendships that would last a
lifetime.

Zach Welch
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auctioned baskets raise money for charity

{{The bidding starts at $6, can I get six? OK, how about $7?
$7, good, now guys, remember this is for a date and dinner.
$8, we’ve got eight, nine, ten, $11, $11 for this basket with

dinner for two, eleven going once, going twice, and GONE,”

auctioneer Dr. David Burks said.

Those were the words that Dr. Burks exclaimed, encouraging
guys to bid higher and higher as he played auctioneer for the
day on behalf of Ju Go Ju and Ko Jo Kai social clubs for their
fundraiser held on Nov. 6 on the front lawn. It was an afternoon
filled with fun and excitement as basket bidding, baked goods
selling, great food eating and live music playing took place.

One of Ju Go Ju’s service project directors said they wanted
to do a service project with another club, and the service
project director from Ko Jo Kai suggested the idea of the
Basket Bid.

“We had the idea of selling dinner baskets to people who
were willing to buy them, “ junior Ju Go Ju member Anna
Reynolds said.

Members from each club donated baskets with a meal for
two. The baskets were then auctioned off, and the winner was
rewarded with having dinner on the front lawn with the person
that made the basket.

To set the mood, juniors Joel Blake, Jason Wood, Blake
Cobb, Donna Dority, Andy Dean and Brandon Johnson played
an acoustic set while the fundraiser took place. A few songs
they played were “Seven Bridges Road” by the Eagles, “The
Scientist” by Coldplay, “Your Guardian Angel” by Red Jumpsuit
Apparatus and “You and Me” by Lifehouse.

“The band chose an acoustic set for a chill atmosphere that
was fun to hang out and eat the food that was being auctioned
off)” Ju Go Ju service project director senior April Augsburger
said.

Senior Austin Click, who was a two-basket buyer, said he
thought the music was a nice touch to the evening,

The turnout from the first-time event was better than the
clubs’ service project directors had anticipated.

“We had an excellent response from the girls in our club
wanting to help out and participate in any way they could,”
senior Ko Jo Kai member Lara Haynes said. “The participation
from our two clubs was incredible! Although we did what we
could to get other people to attend, I wish a few more people
had shown up to bid on the baskets. They really missed out on
some good food!”

Opverall, both clubs said the event was a success, raising a
total of $507. Ju Go Ju and Ko Jo Kai split the total and donated
their halves to the charity of their choice. Ko Jo Kai gave their
donation to the Sunshine School, and Ju Go Ju gave to their
“Our Kristen Foundation,” which helps financially support
families who have unexpectedly lost children.

“Our gitls put a lot of creativity into the baskets, and they
had a lot of fun at the event,” Haynes said. “It was almost like
a function in some ways, but as a bonus, it raised money for two
great causes. It was exciting to see our clubs come together to hang
out, have a good time and do something to help others.”

Allison Weaver
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did you know...

Dr. Butch Gardner, director of Multicultural Service and First Year Experience,
is one of the founding members of Titans.

TNT won the All Sports title for 14 years in a row from 1991 to 2004.

Senior April Augsburger sf
/—\JQU 1 Augsbur how to

I\/oah Darnell

Juniors Jason Wood, Donna Dority, Andy Dean, Brandon
Johnson and doel Blake play at the Basket Bid )

Noah Dafne/l

Sophomore Ben Stafford and junior Peter Bell, membef"
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did you know...

The lota Chi abbreviation is the number nine in Roman numerals, and all
the beaux have the number nine on their jerseys.

Knights claim to have the highest GPA on campus; however, it cannot be
proven as fact.

Senior Adam Brewer rides the mechanical bull at the Plke
Rodeo on Dec. 5. This was an annual function hosted
by members of Pikes on the White County fair grounds.
Courtesy of Allison Weaver

Sophomore Allen Cochran and senior Ryan Lambert
get ready to rope swing over the river at the TNT Stag
function at Camp Tahkodah. TNT hosted this function as
a way for the club to grow closer together

Courtesy of Rachel Brown

Sophomore Montana Russell and juniors Chris Jones,
Joel Blake, Brandon Johnson and Donna Dority sprint
to fish for gummy bears in a poal of goo during the Cutie
Fle Surprise function on Sept. 8 at Camp Wyldewood. The
giis of Ju Go Ju found out about their "surprise” function
by reading sidewalk chak as they walked to chapel that
morming. Courtesy of Hannah Ware

Freshman Justin Easter finds a note at the Knights Chinese
Dragon Roast on Dec. 5. After showcasing their brains
and brawn in the Pledge’'s Olympiad, the new members
entertained the club with Coldpley covers. Nick Michael




no qirls allowed

growing closer as brothers

ocial club functions were one of the many perks of join-
Sing asocial club, giving attendees a chance to spend time

with other club members, enjoy the company of their
dates and get a new T-shirt. The annual TNT Stag function
was a unique all-guys retreat that provided time for the men
of TNT to spend time together as club brothers.

“Ilove this function,” senior Peter Snell said. “As president,
it is very important to me that we become closer as a club
than we have ever been in the past. Whenever we have Stag,
it reminds me of the reason I am in TNT and the importance
of those relationships to me.”

In the fall of 2008, the function took place Sunday, Oct. 12
at Camp Tahkodah. This four-hour event included a worship
service, cookout, ultimate Frisbee, swimming, basketball and
many other activities.

During the worship service, members broke up into small
groups for communion. They split up into groups of five or
six and found a secluded place to share the Lord’s Supper
and talk about struggles, blessings or any other issues they
had on theit minds.

“Itis a really great opportunity to learn more about each
other and promote Christian unity rather than just club
unity,” Snell said.

Senior and club vice president Greg Moore agreed that
the event was a big hit among the club’s members.

“It is very encouraging to have friends in your club that
will always be there for you,” he said.

After the period of devotion was over, there was a large
game of Ultimate Frisbee while lunch was prepared by club
queens and one of the sponsors.

After enjoying hamburgers and all the fixings, the guys
began their afternoon of fun and relaxation. They spent the
rest of the day swimming and playing on the rope swing,

“I believe it is just a great time where guys can come back
to school and for one afternoon, not worry about anything but
having a good time,” Moore said. “I think that is extremely
important. Coming out to Stag brings us closer as a club. 1
have always felt [that] the more we do together as a club, the
closer we will become.”

Not bringing dates to this function helped the club
members focus on their friendships within the club, not just
entertaining their dates. Without gitls, there was no one to
impress and the guys could just be themselves.

“You get to play sports and be crazy and bond in a way
that you wouldn’t if gitls were around,” junior Brian Lancaster
said. “All insecurities are thrown out the window: For example,
[senior] James Piccino will get out there in a canoe and row
and have fun, and he never does that with girls.”

The tradition of this function was very important to all of
the members of TNT. It provided a time to reconnect with
club brothers through the common bond of Christ.

“This function makes a huge difference,” Snell said. “It
is one event, aside from meetings, that brings us together as
a club. Guys get to see and interact with each other outside
the realm of academia. When you have 100 plus guys living
100 plus lives, you need events like this that promote brother-
hood and unity.”

Bethany Loftis
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