Brent Adams goes up for a lay-in
with Louis Bonner guarding during Midnite Madness. This year's
teams conquered new territory with
the beginning play in the their new
home - the Lone Star Conference.
Photo by Brian Hendricks.
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Athletes take fiight into new conference under new leadership
Like Saul and Jonathan of old, Harding athletes this year were "swifter than
eagles" and "stronger than lions." With record-setting races in track and exceptional
defensive stamina in football, each sport either closed out its NAIA competition or
initiated its full membership into the Lone Star Conference of the NCAA, Division II.
Leading their flight into the new athletic association was Dr. Harry Olree,
athletic director since 1960. Having completed the NCAA affiliation for the university,
Olree retired in August and was replaced by the assistant athletic director, Dr. Ted
Altman. A reverse domino effect resulted, with Greg Harnden, women's head
basketball coach, being named assistant A.D., and former Harding Academy girls'
backetball coach Brad Francis becoming women's assistant basketball coach and
NCAA compliance coordinator.
Characteristic of the rest of the athletic program, additional personnel changes
included the retirement of Jess Bucy, baseball coach; his replacement by Shane
Fullerton, a 1994 alumnus; the movement of Dr. Mike Pruitt from men's intramural
athletic director to full-time in the classroom; and his replacement by Jim Gowen, a
1968 alumnus.
Whether in intramural or intercollegiate competition, student athletes matched
their prowess with classmates and peers. Soaring to greater heights of skill and
competition, they experienced the grit and determination of participation and the
thrill and excitement of victory.

Kristi Burns
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Lady Bison tennis players
continue a winning tradition
Continuing a tradition of winning, the
Lady Bison tennis team finished the season
ranked among the top 20 universities in the
nation, making this the fourth time in the
past five years for the team to go to the
nationals.
This first year on NCAA probation proved
to be no greater challenge than the NAIA
matches, though some rules had to be
changed to match the new division's
standards.
"Because of our previous high ranking,
we made it to the nationals despite some
losses in the regionals that were due to bad
draws and injuries," senior Claudia Cordera
said.
Coach David Elliott praised the team's
determination to work hard both on and off
the courts. "The players maintained an
average G.P.A of above 3.0, which indicates
their desire to do their best academically,
and that attitude obviously carried over
onto the courts." Both Beatriz Arvizu and
Lety Diaz, seniors, were named Academic
All-Americans.
During the spring semester, matches
took place almost every week and caused
the players to miss classes. "Often, we would
take our books along and study all the way
to and from the match," Cordera said.
Women's Ten nis. First row: Jessica Ruiz,
Beatriz Arvizu, Alicia Rojas, Cristina Rodriguez.
Second row: Claudia Navarro, Claudia Cardera,
Leticia Diaz, Coach David Elliott, Shelly
Schaefer. Photo by Jeff Montgomery.
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Sophomore Shelly Schaefer noted that
the team was strongly motivated by its
reputation. "Knowing that other schools
look up to Harding's team and expect us to
succeed makes me try all the harder to
win," she said.
The competitive spirit in playing tennis
did not keep the players from being good
friends off the court. The men's and the
women's teams enjoyed getting together for
joint activities, such as going to Heber
Springs for outings.
After the summer, with their two highestranked players gone, the Lady Bisons
welcomed the replacements, Julieta Gil and
Yessica Sanchez, to the team. In Coach
Elliott's opinion, the new players "promise
to be a valuable addition to the team. They
are strong and consistent and have the
necessary experience to play NCAA."
Gil actually transferred from Laredo,
whose team plays in division I of NCAA. "At
first, I was a little nervous about changing
schools and all," she said. "But, now that
I'm here, I'm really excited about playing
on the team. Everyone is so friendly. I just
know we will have a good season."
With such confidence, how could it be
otherwise?
- Karin Springer

Scoreboard
Lyon

9-0

Hendrix

9-0

OBU

9-0

Lyon

9-0

OBU

9-0

SE Mo.

7-2

Shelly Schaefer slams it hard for the perfect return. Schaefer played the
season with a motivation to win. Photo by Aaron Gillihan.

Leticia Diaz returns the ball with a strong two-handed backhand. Diaz

was one of two Lady Bisons who were named Academic All-Americans.
Photo by Aaron Gillihan.
Claudia Cardera delivers a powerful serve. Players finished a successful
season even though they were forced to miss classes a lot. Photo by Aaron

Gillihan.
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Scoreboard
Hendrix 9-0

ocu

2-5

ocu

3-6

Lyon 9-0
W. Kentucky 6-1
University of Missouri-Rolla 7-0
OBU 1-8
Hendrix 9-0

Arturo Rodriguez makes the return with a powerful two-handed backhand.
R odriguez was the number one player for the Bisons in 1996. Photo by
Aaron Gillihan.

Nathaniel Israel uses all his strength for the perfect serve. Israel competed
hard throughout the season. Photo by Aaron Gillihan.
Guillermo Hernandez reaches low to make a successful return. Hernandez
was one of the five Bisons to return home from the NAIA national
tournament with All-America honors. Photo by Aaron Gillihan.
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Men finish in eleventh place
at NAIA national toumament
Although the men's tennis team had a
mediocre regular season, the 1996 team
enjoyed great success in the National
Association of Intercollegiate Athletes
(NAIA) national tournament.
With the breakup of the AIC in 1995, the
Bisons competed against top competition
without a regular season championship to
shoot for. The motivation to play hard and
to win came from within each team member
and coach.
Harding scored team victories over
Western Kentucky, Hendrix and Lyon
College during the regular season, finishing
with a record of 4-3.
Guillermo Hernandez and Arturo
Rodriguez reached the fourth round of the
doubles tournament and finished in 8th
place.
Rodriguez was the number one player
for the Bisons in 1996. He finished the
singles tournament in 45th place, a very
good showing against the best players in
the country.

The Bisons played their best tennis when
it counted the most - at the NAIA national
tournament. "We didn't do as well during
the regular season, but we had a good
showing at nationals," Coach David Elliott
said.
In the team competition, the Bisons
finished the NAIA national tournament in
11th place. Rodriguez, Hernandez, Reuben
Gonzalez, Daniel Valesco and Leoncio
Dominguez all returned home with AllAmerica honors.
Oscar Andrade, Blane Covert, Andrew
Garner, Juan Carlos Hernandez and
Nathaniel Israel also competed hard,
contributing to the team's success. "We
tried our best and we had a good year,"
Rodriguez said.
"We have gone to the national
tournament for 15 straight years, and we
made a good showing once again," Elliott
said, calling attention to Harding's longstanding winning tradition.
- Lance Lemmonds
Men's Tennis. First row: Juan Carlos
Hernandez, Oscar Andrade, Daniel Velasco.
Second row: Coach David Elliott, Nathaniel
Israel, Guillermo Hernandez, Arturo Rodriguez,
Andrew Garner. Photo by Jeff Montgomery.
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Bison baseball posts many wins
against ranked teams in NCAA
The combination of college and sports
generally involves transition - the seniors
have graduated, and freshmen and transfers
have been recruited to take their places. It's
what coaches call "rebuilding."
For the 1996 Bison baseball team, add
that they were playing their last season in
the NAIA and their last season under Coach
Jess Bucy and you have all the factors
needed to anticipate the need to rebuild.
With the demise of the Arkansas
Intercollegiate Conference, a division of the
NAIA, in 1994, the Bisons were accepted
into the Lone Star conference, a member of
the NCAA Division II. Two years of
independent play, still under NAIA
guidelines, were required before full
admission into the new conference, and
this was the last hope for nationals
competition in the NAIA.
Led by senior co-captains Daryl Johnson,
Todd Miller and Brett Neely, the team
posted 22 wins and 27 losses enroute to the
district tournament. There, they won two
and lost one before being eliminated by
Southern Arkansas, ending their quest for
a bid to nationals. Johnson and Miller were
named to the Southwest Region East Team;
it was the third time for Johnson and the
first for Miller.
Johnson led the Bisons throughout the
year, ending the season with a .368 batting
average, a .635 slugging percentage, a .469
on-base average and a 19 for 22 record in
stolen bases. Miller accomplished a .348
batting average, followed by Shane Pharr
with a .323. Both had a .400-plus on-base
percentage.

In spite of a disappointing overall record,
Bucy said he was thrilled with the team's
performance against ranked teams. "We
had a shutout against Central Missouri
State when they were ranked# 1 in Division
II of the NCAA," Bucy bragged. "Altogether,
we won 12 games against ranked teams."
Bucy cited the pitching of juniors Tim
Lacefield and Josh Moore as a major factor
in the victories. "Lacefield was our best
pitcher," he said. "He pitched against the
best teams we played. He and Josh Moore
both had very good years." Moore led the
team in wins with a 7-3 record. He had a
3.04 E.R.A. Lacefield contributed a 6-6
record with an E.R.A. of 2.93. Sophomore
Bentley Harrell posted a 6-3 record for the
year.
Bucy's retirement ends a long history of
his coaching at Harding, but only the last
three years have been in baseball; he spent
almost three decades coaching basketball.
Miller reacted to Bucy's exit: "The best
thing about Coach Bucy was his example
and that you knew he was a good Christian
man,'' he said. Miller said Bucy led by
example on the field. "He was 65 years old,
and he worked as hard as anybody out
there."
Shane Fullerton, a 1994 Harding
graduate who served as a graduate assistant
for the baseball team throughout the season,
was chosen to coach the Bisons in their first
year of NCAA competition. Returning for
the '97 season are pitchers Lacefield, Moore
and Harrell, along with position players
Pharr, Matt Wilson, Pat Lightfoot, Ryan
Rana, Ron Lightfoot and Jeremy Pharr.

Scoreboard
UCA
CMSU
WBC

C ofO
C ofO
Ozarks
U of Mobile
SHC

4-5
2-3
3-0
2-1
7-6

6-3
4-3
9-11
2-4
3-1
0-12
5-6
0-1
0-10

1-11
SHC
Miss. College 2-5
2-10
11-1
Belhaven
8-3
OBU
3-0
1-0
8-3
SAU
7-13
7-2
UABP
11-1
Delta State
3-6
1-2
FHU

FHU
Ozarks

8-7
0-5
7-6
Christian Bros.9-5
5-3
UAM
3-7
2-3
Lyon
0-3
0-10
OBU
5-3
4-1
Lyon
6-5
4-5
Delta State
2-7
Daryl Johnson eyes the ball all the way. Johnson led the Bisons, ending
the season with a batting average of .368. Photo by Aaron Gillihan.
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Jeremy Pharr hurls the ball across the plate. This was the Bisons' last
season to play in the NAIA. Photo by Aaron Gillihan.
Daryl Johnson beats the throw on a pick-off play at first base. Johnson
was 19 for 22 in stolen bases. Photo by Aaron Gillihan.

Pat Lightfoot waits for the throw to tag out his opponent. The Bisons
played their last season under Coach Jess Bucy. Photo by Aaron Gillihan.
Baseball. First row: Kevin Taylor, Kevin
Smith, Todd Miller, Pat Lightfoot, Ronnie
Lightfoot, Aaron Mitchell, Mike Salza, Nick
Kennedy. Second row: Brett Neely, Josh Moore,
David Rampey, Mike Silva, Jeremy Pharr, Ryan
Tharp, Shane Pharr, Brent Long, Daryl Johnson,
Gary Bull. Third row: Reece Morrison, Kevin
Burton, Michael Taylor, Tim Lacefield, Mike
Anders, Ryan Rana, Jarrod Watson, Mike
Wilson, Bentley Harrell, Charley Moore, Coach
Jess Bucy, Shane Fullerton. Photo by Jeff
Montgomery.
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Heather Mayberry clears the hurdle with ease. Although the girls were not
in a conference, they worked hard to achieve personal goals. Photo by
Aaron Gillihan.
Danny Arencibia spins with force to send the discus sailing. The men
worked hard to end the season well. Photo by Aaron Gillihan.

Penny Mayberry and Kevin Field congratulate each other after a tough
meet. Many personal records were set by individuals on both the men's and
women's teams. Photo by Aaron Gillihan.
Ericka Harris manages to lean forward just
enough to land perfectly in the sand. Harris
broke the school record in the 200 at the indoor
meet at Kansas University. Photo by Aaron
Gillihan.
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Focus on new personal goals
results in successful season
The women's track team was in the
process of change throughout the year as
seven underclassmen made the transition
from the NAIA to independent play while
awaiting membership in NCAA Division II
and the Lone Star Conference.
Graduate student Pam Kese was added
to the team to assist Brian Phillips. A 1983
graduate of Abilene Christian, she holds a
B.A. in English and physical education.
She is currently working on a master's in
kinesiology and plans to graduate in May of
1997. Kese's focus was with the sprinters
and hurdlers. "She was always very
encouraging and was there to push you,"
junior Ericka Harris said.
The team focused on self-improvement.
Phillips said, "The year was mainly spent
in limbo. There wasn't a conference that the
girls could spend in training for. We focused
more on reaching new personal goals."
A typical practice would last from 3:30 to
5:30 p.m. each day of the week. There would
also be occasional practices on Saturdays.
For two mornings of the week, the team
would meet in the weight room for a
scheduled lift practice. During the season,
they focused on interval and repeat training.
Each week the team would average 50 miles.
Their only day off was Sunday.
Last year was also the first year that
scholarships were offered. The three
recipients were Harris, Amy Wiley and
Laura Rubio.
During the year, there were only two

injuries. Amber Howard suffered pain in
her knee and achilles and was only
registered so she could compete in the
following year. Wiley was also out of practice
for two weeks after losing her balance and
falling during step-up practice. When she
fell , some weights fell too and one landed on
her right thumb, smashing it. She returned
later in the season and ran her best time of
the year. She placed second in the 400
hurdles with a time of 1:10 at the Southern
Arkansas meet.
Harris was the top scorer of the season.
She broke her own record she had set as a
freshman. She broke the school record in
the 200 at the indoor meet at Kansas
University when she placed fourth with a
time of 26:1. At the same meet, she placed
third in the long jump with ajump of16'8".
She won the 100-meter at Oklahoma
Christian. Harris also ran a qualifying time
of12:1 at Abilene Christian to enable her to
run at the national meet which was held in
Georgia.
Throughout the year , there was a
closeness that existed among the group
which may have been due to their small
size.
"There was a lot of independent running
on the roads and it helped when we would
push each other. Also, when you would drag
yourself out of bed at 6:00, it was nice
knowing that you were all there together
and it could be fun, " Rubio said.
- Darcia Woodard

Scoreboard
National Indoor Track and Field
Finished 12th overall with 20 points.
Finished 3rd in the 3200-meter relay.
Finished 3rd in the distance medley relay.
Simeon Sawe placed 2nd in the mile run.

Dave Smith has great momentum going into his jump. Five Harding
athletes received All-America honors. Photo by Aaron Gillihan.
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Dedication to practice pays
for men's track stars in 1996
Hard work and dedication have always
been the keys to success in track and field,
with long hours of practice and conditioning
going into every athlete's routine.
The results of the 1996 Harding Bisons
season show evidence of the hard work of
these dedicated athletes.
"We worked really hard, although it was
a year in limbo because we had no
conference," Coach Bryan Phillips said.
This year, for the first time, there was no
conference championship at stake. Each
athlete worked hard at each meet hoping to
qualify for the NAIA national competition.
Simeon Sawe took advantage of this
opportunity by finishing second in the mile
run at the qualifying national indoor track
and field meet with a time of 4:07 minutes.
During the season, Sawe broke the oldest
school record in an individual event by
winning the mile run at the Texas Relays.
Although individual accomplishments
often overshadow team results, collegiate
track and field is a team sport and relay
teams gain the Bisons many victories.

At the University ofKansas Invitational,
the two-mile relay team captured the top
spot. Competing against nine other schools
at the Arkansas State University meet,
Harding finished in second place. The
distance medley team finished first at the
University of Arkansas indoor meet.
The same distance medley relay team
finished third at nationals, as did the twomile relay team, with both setting school
records. Harding finished in 12th place
with 20 points in the overall team
com petition.
"We had hoped to finish in the top, but we
just missed it. Overall, it was a very
satisfying season," Coach Phillips said.
Individual accomplishments were
recognized throughout the 1996 indoor and
outdoor seasons, including five Harding
athletes receiving All-America honors.
The 1996 Harding Bisons' overall team
performance showed what an athlete's heart
and determination can accomplish.
- Lance Lemmonds

Scoreboard
Harding University Sunset Invitational
Laura Rubio places 1st in the 1500 meters.
Heather Mayberry placed 1st in the 100-rneter
high hurdles.
Team placed 2nd in the 1600-rneter relay.

Teammates Laura Rubio (right) and J essica Biggerstaff set the pace for an
exciting race. Rubio was one of the three recipients of the first scholarships
offered for women's track. Photo by Aaron Gillihan.
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Simeon Sawe and Abe Kirwa lead the pack in an intense race. Sawe broke
the oldest school record in an individual event by winning the mile run at
the Texas Relays. Photo by Aaron Gillihan.
Grant Chism jumps high to clear the bar. Overall team performance
showed determination. Photo by Aaron Gillihan.

Jeremy Winters hands off to Dave Smith in this relay competition. The
distance medley team finished first at the University of Arkansas. Photo
by Aaron Gillihan.

Men's and Women's Track. First row:
Jermaine Cuffie, Laura Rubio, Jessica
Biggerstaff, Dave Smith, Ericka Harris, Amy
Wiley, Tyson Ledgerwood, Kevin Field. Second
row: Clay Midyett, Tommy Noel, Ron Nelson,
Kenneth Kulei, Danny Arencibia, Seth Crum,
Donnie Stover, Abraham Kirwa, Jonah Tanui.
Third row: Jason Thomas, Simeon Sawe, Jeremy Winters, Grant Chism, Jonathon Dandy,
Ryan Carter. Photo by Jeff Montgomery.
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Scoreboard
Henderson
State
Tournament:

Greys tone
match at
Cabot:

HU

276

HU

311

HU

310

HSU

278

Tech

327

Lyon

329

OBU

295

Lyon

348

Cherokee
Village
Tournament:

B rad Williams drives one full-force . Williams helped lead the team for
much of the season. Photo by Aaron Gillihan.

B rad Wood sizes up the green fo r a perfect putt. Wood and teammate
Andrew Baker tied for Medalist honors at the Cherokee Village tournament. Photo by Aaron Gillihan.
Stephen Bell drives one straight for the hole. The golfers had a run of
success in the 1996 season. Photo by Aaron Gillihan.
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Golf team experiences success
in first year away from AIC
The Bisons enjoyed a successful season
in their first year away from the defunct
Arkansas Intercollegiate Conference.
The golfers began their run of success by
winning the Henderson State University
tournament in Glenwood. The Bisons shot
a 276, winning by two strokes over
Henderson State (278), with Ouachita
Baptist (295) placing third.
The Bisons traveled to Cleveland, Miss.,
on March 15and16 to compete in the Delta
State University Invitational. A strong field
of 19 teams was assembled to compete for
the tournament championship. Harding
finished in fourth place by shooting 611.
The Bisons continued their excellent play
by winning the Greystone match at Cabot
with a score of 311.
Fourteen teams competed for the
championship of the Northwest Mississippi
Invitational tournament in Memphis. The
Bisons earned a third-place finish against
strong competition.
The Cherokee Village tournament was
played on April 18. Harding won the
tournamentwithascoreof310. Brad Wood
and Andrew Baker tied for Medalist honors
as each one shot a 76.

At the NAIA regional tournament, the
Bisons did not qualify for the N AIA national
tournament although Wood was named to
the All-Region team.
Wood and Brad Williams led the team for
much of the season, but team members
David Angel, Baker, John Harris, John
Laffoon, Darren Parks, Chad Williams and
Stephen Bell all contributed to the team's
success in 1996. "We had a good season,"
Coach Nicky Boyd said.
The Bisons begin a new era this year by
competing in the Lone Star Conference.
They will compete for the conference
championship this year.
Because of the new conference affiliation,
Harding is eligible to compete in the NAIA
regional tournament while they go through
a probationary period for NCAA affiliation.
A strong class of talented newcomers, as
well as quality returning players, are in
place for the this season. Coach Boyd said
he is confident about the new year.
"I think we are going to be very good this
year," he said. Wood said, "This could be
the best team that we have had since I've
been here."
- Lance Lemmonds
Golf: Coach Nicky Boyd, Darren Parks, Chad

Williams, John Harris, Brad Wood, Brad Williams,' Andrew Baker. Photo by Jeff Montgomery.
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Freshmen make the difference
for Lady Bison volleyballers
The Lady Bison volleyball team spent
this season rebuilding after losing most of
their top players from last year and starting
this season with a freshmen majority. The
team was also preparing ' to make a
transition from the NAIA to the NCAA
Division II.
In order to make this transition, the
team spent a lot of time and energy
preparing for playing twice as many games
as they had in the past. If they were not
traveling, the team would spend an average
of 10 hours a week practicing, but they
often traveled two school nights a week.
Sophomore Heather Gray said, "It's like
having a full-time job where you would
work 40-plus hours a week, but we study on
the bus so it is rare that we get behind on
our school work."
Even though the team's record was not
as good as they would have liked, there
were still some highlights in the season.
Team captain Hannah Crider, a junior from
Fort Collins , Colo., said, "Our first game
against UCA was my most memorable game
this season. They are a local rival and we
had been struggling to play as a team. That
night, everything just clicked. It was the
cleanest and most fun game we played all
season. The fans got into the game and it
helped us play a really good game. It was a
definite high point in the season."
Another season highlight was when
junior LeKay Bain made the all-tournament

team at the Diane Daniels Classic in Austin,
Texas.
It is easy for a team to lose enthusiasm
when a season is not going well, but the
Lady Bisons continued to play with all they
had even when things didn't look good.
Head Coach Karyl Bailey said, "The girls'
character has shown through despite losses
and disappointments. At every new game,
the girls came back ready to play and give
it all they had.
"The girls' attitudes remained good
throughout the season. They still believed
in themselves , the coaches and the other
players. All the girls gained a lot ofvaluable
experience this year."
Harding was privileged to host a postseason tournament for the eastern segment
of the southwest independent tournament,
giving them an opportunity to compete
whether or not they qualified.
The team finished this season with a 1225 record, but they are already looking
forward to next year. "We had a good core of
athletic talent. As we get more experience,
we are building a good foundation for the
future ," Bailey said.
"Next year, I hope we can pick up where
we left off this season. We will be used to
playing together and communicating with
one another. We can have a really good first
year in the NCAA Division II Lone Star
Conference,'' Gray said.
- Hallie Bell

Scoreboard
Ozarks
SAU
CBU
HSU
ATU
SAU

UNA
JBU
UCA
HSU
OBU
1-3 Ozarks

0-3
1-2
2-3
0-3
3-0

UNA

1-3
3-1
3-0
1-3
1-3

OBU
CBU
JBU
UCA
UTM

2-3
2-3

2-3

FHU

1-3

1-3
3-2
0-3

0-3

Junior LeKay Bain drops the ball over two opponents. Bain made the alltournament team at the Diane Daniels Classic in Austin, Texas. Photo by
Aaron Gillihan.
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Freshmen Jamie Jennings and Melissa Sain attempt a block. Although
the volleyball team spent the season rebuilding with many new freshmen,
they managed to come together to play good, clean volleyball. Photo by
Aaron Gillihan.
Misty Fant goes down for a low dig. The Lady Bisons showed enthusiasm
even when things were not going well. Photo by Aaron Gillihan.

Laura Lejarzar prepares herself for the set. The ladies gave each game all
they had. Photo by Aaron Gillihan.
Volleyball. First row: Tracy Patterson, Hannah
Crider, Jamie J ennings, Anna Schlientz, Tara
Duncan, Sadie Spain, Lori Hendricks. Second
row: Coach Karyl Bailey, Misty Fant, Melissa
Sain, LeKay Bain, Laura Lejarzar, Heather
Gray, Jennifer Stein, Jim Diehl. Photo by J eff
Montgomery.
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Scoreboard
ATU

45-41

TexasA&M

28-43

ECU

41-31

U of W. Alabama

31-26

SE Okla. St.

22-33

NE Okla. St.

33-7

SW Okla. St.

35-23

OBU

50-21

MSU

20-23

Nicholls St Un

19-29

Chris Howell and James Johnson go for the tackle. For the first time in
history, the B isons won all five home games. Photo by Aaron Gillihan.

Quarterback Clay Beason gets behind tight end Paul Neil and center
Danny Allison to pick up some extra running yardage. Beason set school
records for the most total yards and the most yards passing in a single
game. Photo by Aaron Gillihan.
Junior Chris Pierson plows his way through several players to avoid a
tackle. Although not eligible for a conference championship, the Bisons
competed against difficult competition. Photo by Aaron Gillihan.
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The Bison "comeback kids"
prove themselves in the NCAA
The "cardiac kids" of the 1996 Harding
University Bison football team gave fans a
season full of thrills and excitement. The
season will go down in history as one of the
most exciting in the history ofBison football.
Last-second, come-from-behind victories
kept fans on the edge of their seats and had
them coming back for more.
This year's squad was the first in Harding
football history to win all five home games.
A come-from-behind win in the opening
game of the season at home against
Arkansas Tech got the season off to a
spectacular start. The Bisons bounced back
four times in a victory that went down in
the record books as the highest combined
scoring game in Harding football history.
The hero of this game was senior
quarterback Clay Beason who set school
records for total yardage and most passing
yards in a single game.
The Bisons broke the school record for
total yardage in a 50-21 victory over
Ouachita in the Homecoming game. The
crowd of 7,000 watched the Bisons gain a
total of 572 yards, which eclipsed the old
record set in 1994. Beason broke another
school record by completing four of five
passes for touchdowns. The Bisons' 50 points
were the most points scored by a Harding
football team since 1991.

-- --------·

~
I

"We came together at the end of some
games and were able to get back at some
teams that had defeated us the year before,"
senior linebacker and captain Orlandor
Joseph said.
"We had a lot of talent on this team and
it was fun to watch and be a part of it,"
Beason said.
This year's team competed against
difficult competition without being eligible
for a conference championship or for an
NAIA playoff berth. The team found
motivation from within the ranks and pulled
together to complete a successful 6-4 season.
The coaching staff emphasized hard
work, dedication, and most importantly,
teamwork. The long hours of practice in
preparation for the games, the dissecting of
game films and the endless player and
coaches meetings paid off in the form of
togetherness and team victories.
"The coaches worked hard, and they
worked us hard. They led us in the right
direction," Joseph said.
The players showed their appreciation
for the coaches by working hard in practice
and giving their all each game day.
"This was a great group of guys to work
with; I am proud of everyone associated
with this team," Coach Randy Tribble said.
- Lance Lemmonds
Football. First row: J. Tribble, Cobbs, J.
Thompson, Cuffie, Derrick, May, Evans, Pierson,
Allen, Chism, Z. Tribble, L. Tribble. Second
row: Window, Hurley, Beason, Patton, Stroud,
Nichols, Fager, Cullins , Duncan, Polk,
Cunningham. Third row: Lanier, Mashburn,
Huntley, Cardoso, Rivera, McCondichie, D.
Walker, Poulian, Harris, Colon, Vanderburg,
Gilliam. Fourth row: Rush, Rudesill, Edwards,
Harr, Davenport, Davidson, McDaniel, Murray,
Howell, Morgan, DeArman, Scudder, Shastid.
Fifth row: Neil, Campbell, Caffey, Dismang,
Allison, Mote, Huckeba, R . Tribble, Frank,
Ragsdale, M. Byrd, Brinson, Beavers, Haney.
Sixth row: Tarter, Simpson, Bishop, Holt, R.
Thompson, Casey, Berreth, Lingenfelter, Blasdel,
Bagley, Gutierrez, Griffith, A. Walker, H.Hill.
Seventh row: Hayes, Gonzalez, T. Byrd, Blount,
Ford, Grimes, Sciba, Hagan, Strine, Whinery,
Zdunek, Martin, Green. Eighth row: Jones,
Madar, Nelms, C. Smith, Cook, J. Smith, Davis,
Joseph, Johnson, White, Nieman, Gillson. Ninth
row: Wade, Hutchison, Webster, Banker,
Patterson, Wright, S.Hill, Griffin, Nichols,
Young. Tenth row: McClure, Morse, Jordan,
Carroll, Rye, Predmore, Phillips, Harriman.
Photo by Jeff Montgomery.
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Rewards of cheerleading spring
from crowd reaction, life lessons
It is minutes before the game and the
Harding Bisons are receiving last-minute
instructions from the coaches, fans are
beginning to fill the stands anticipating
victory and, over the noise of the crowd, the
Bison cheerleaders are yelling, "Go! Fight!
Win! Bisons. Go! Fight! Win! 'i.
Many students have no idea the amount
of dedication and hard work that is put into
being a cheerleader. In addition to the
grueling practices and long road trips, a
Bison cheerleader must maintain a 2.0
G.P.A and know how to be a gracious host.
Senior accounting major and 1996 football
cheerleader, Shelley Allison, said, "A
cheerleader is an ambassador. When the
team plays at away games, we represent
the student body that isn't present."
Harding holds separate tryouts for
cheerleaders for football and basketball.
This year's football cheerleaders were
Miriam Dodson, Shelley Allison, Laurie
Snow , Misty Jones , Brenda Hinman,
Carmen Allison, J analyn Williams and
Allison Travis. Repeating for basketball
were Dodson and Williams, who were joined
by Mendi Clothier, Summer Daniel, Torri
Predmore, Carla Redd, Carrie Thetford and
Amber Keilers.
Ajunior advertising major, Williams has
been a cheerleader since she was in the
fourth grade and has cheered five seasons
for the Bisons. "I believe in Harding and all
the players on our team. The work that they
put into their sport is intense and, when the
game isn't going so well, it is good for them

to hear that we, the cheerleaders and the
students, believe in them," Williams said.
One of the responsibilities of being a
cheerleader is to go to every game played by
the Bisons. Williams said that basketball
season is the hardest to deal with because
the games are in the middle of the week.
"Sometimes we don't get back to school
until 2 or 3 o'clock in the morning. It is
really hard to cram for tests and maintain
your grades, but if you stay up on your
school work, it is no problem. You learn how
to make road trips work for you. "
The reward of being a cheerleader comes
not from the recognition, but from the thrill
of s eeing a crowd rise to its feet in
excitement, Allison said. "When the band is
playing and the fans are cheering is when I
realize why I am a cheerleader."
Being a cheerleader teaches important
lessons for life. Williams said that one of
the most valuable assets of being a
cheerleader has been learning teamwork
and compromise. "You have to have the
initiative to get things done. Making
everyone happy is a good goal, but it doesn 't
always happen. You have to learn people
skills and ways to solve problems quickly."
Allison agreed; "The teamwork that I have
learned as a cheerleader is irreplaceable."
In the intensity of competitions, whether
ending in victory or defeat, the cheerleaders
remained loyal and spirited, setting an
example of what being a Bison fan was all
about.
- Rebecca West

"One of our jobs as cheerleaders is to
promote school spirit. Every time I get
in front of a crowd, I hope to get them
involved in leading the team to victory.
I feel honored to represent Harding."
- Miriam Dodson
The cheerleaders keep the crowd p umped at an exciting basketball game.
One of the resp onsibilities of the cheerleaders is to go to every Bison game.
Photo by A aron Gillihan.
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Amber Keilers and Mendi Clothier show their school spirit to all those in
the stands. The Bison cheerleaders exhibited leadership by being the
team's most loyal fans. Photo by Aaron Gillihan.
Football cheerleaders. First row: Miriam Dodson, Laurie Snow,
Shelley Allison, Misti Jones, Carmen Allison. Second row: Brenda
Hinman, Janalyn Williams, Allison Travis, Barry Watts. Photo by Jeff
Montgomery.

Basketball cheerleaders. First row: Torri
Predmore, Miriam Dodson, Amber Keilers, Carrie
Thetford. Second row: Carla Redd, Janalyn
Williams, Barry Watts, Summer Daniel, Mendi
Clothier. Photo by Aaron Gillihan.

The Bison cheerleaders excite the rowdy football
fans with their enthusiastic performance. Dedication and hard work were the keys to an effective cheerleading season. Photo by Aaron
Gillihan.
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Scoreboard
NAIA Cross Country Regional Championship

Oklahoma Baptist
South Nazarene
Oklahoma Christian
Harding
Wayland
Mary Hardin-Baylor
Incarnate Word
Ouachita Baptist

220

East Texas Baptist

222

McMurry
Lyon
Dallas Baptist

257
306
316

42

73
76
80

155
172
183

Cheri Scharff runs hard to maintain the lead position. Scharff qualified
for Nationals with a time of 19:04. Photo by Aaron Gillihan.

The ladies come off the starting line strong at the sound of the gun. The
Lady Bisons placed fourth out of 12 at the NAIA Regionals, where three
members qualified for Nationals. Photo by Aaron Gillihan.
Kelly Lauterbach makes a break for the finish line. Lauterbach set the best
time for the team with a 19:03. Photo by Aaron Gillihan.
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Women's cross country team
represents Harding well in NCAA
Harding was well represented by many
sports teams for both men and women. One
of the less visible, cross country, became
more visible as the Lady Bisons competed
in the NCAA Division II Lone Star
Conference, placing fourth out of 10. They
also placed fourth out of 12 at the NAIA
Regionals, where three members qualified
for Nationals.
Those who qualified for Nationals were
freshmen Kelly Lauterbach, Cheri Scharff
and Diane Grubbs. "It has been an exciting
year. This was my first year to run cross
country and I really enjoyed it. It's very
different from anything I've ever done,"
Grubbs said.
The Lady Bisons participated in eight
meets, which consist of one race of 5,000
meters (3.1 miles). The best times for the
team this year was Lauterbach with 19:03,
Scharff with 19:04, Grubbs with 19:20 and
Katie Fant with 21:20. Every course is
different so the times at different meets are
always relative to the particular conditions
of the course.
The team prepared for the season by
training six days a week, twice a day for the
first four to six weeks of school. The ladies
ran an average of 50 miles per week and

also trained on weights. While the girls did
train year-round, their training for the
season occurred in cycles. The first cycle
was building an aerobic base in order to
enable them to run long distances. The
second cycle was training on hills and
repeats, and the last cycle was the "peaking"
cycle, where the athletes are trained to run
their best times.
In addition to their placing at Regionals
and Conference, the team also won their
meets at Southern Arkansas and Ouachita
Baptist, placed second at Rhodes and in the
top 10 at Oklahoma State.
"The girls are all hard workers , and they
are all very academically oriented. They
are also very spiritually focused, so they
meshed together well," Coach Bryan Phillips
said.
"I really enjoyed this season because of
the people on the team. Everyone was very
friendly and we had a real diverse group,
which made our team very interesting,"
Fant said.
Since this year's team was primarily
freshmen, Phillips expects them to improve.
"They are very talented and will continue to
improve if they work together as a team."
- Christina Weber
Women's Cross Country. First row: Cheri
Scharff, Heather Mayberry, Jessica Poirier, Katie
Fant. Second row: Kelly Lauterbach, Tennille
Tinsley, Amber Howard, Diane Grubbs. Photo
by Jeff Montgomery .
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Two mnners represent Harding
at the NCAA national competition
In the men's cross country team's
inaugural season in the Lone Star
Conference, the team placed second in the
division and sent two runners to the national
competition.
"We are the first Harding team to compete
in the Lone Star Conference," said Coach
Bryan Phillips. "Most of Harding's teams
will join the conference next school year."
In each com petition Harding enters seven
runners. The five who did the best made up
the score for the team. The team with the
lowest score won.
Senior Jonathan Dandy said, "I've really
appreciated the team atmosphere and
knowing that you're not out there by
yourself. We're all running for the team."
"The rewards of cross country are just
feeling like I'm doing the best I can with the
talents God has given me," Dandy said.
Team members junior Tommy Noel and
sophomore Jonah Tanui qualified for the
national competition. Noel said of his race
at Regionals that qualified him for
Nationals: "It was the best part of the
season. I was getting tired but I kept pushing
myself and had my best race. It was a lot of
fun. It was pouring down rain, freezing cold
and very muddy. You don't usually get to
run in those kinds of conditions.
"I love the competitive aspect of cross
Men's Cross Country. First row: Tyson
Ledgerwood, Matt Quigley, Tommy Noel,
Jonathan Griffin, Seth Crum, Clay Midyett.
Second row: Donnie Stover, Abraham Kirwa,
Jonathan Dandy, Ryan Flint, Jonah Tanui,
Brandon McLeod. Photo by Jeff Montgomery.
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country," Noel said. "And I like being in
shape. Without strict training, I know that
I could go out at any moment and run 10
miles."
"Coach Phillips is a great coach. He's
really helped push us to get to the level that
we have attained," Noel added.
Dandy agreed. "You can tell that Coach
Phillips is really into cross country and
really wants the team to do well."
In reference to the aspect of coaching
that he enjoys most, Phillips said, "I like the
team aspect of trying to get the guys to get
along with each other. It's not really an
individual sport."
"There have been a lot of good moments
in this season," Phillips said. "But perhaps
the most memorable was placing second in
the Lone Star Conference."
Phillips coaches both the men's and
women's cross country teams. "The men
run a little faster, but both the men and
women workjust as hard. They're not that
different," he said.
The two teams work out together. Phillips
said that they were "almost like one big
team. The men have a slightly different
workout because they run a five-mile race.
The girls run a three-mile race."
- Sara V anRheenen

Scoreboard
NAIA Cross Country Regional Championship
Lubbock Christian
Northwood
Harding
Oklahoma Baptist
Oklahoma Christian
Ouachita Baptist
South Nazarene
Letourneau
Ambassador
Lyon
Ozarks
McMurry
Incarnate Word
Dallas Baptist

15
90
92

132
149
198
202

208
243
306
309
310
326
357

Tommy Noel demonstrates endurance to hold his position in the race. Noel
ran his best race at Regionals to qualify him for Nationals. Photo by Aaron
Gillihan.

The runners start the race battling for position. The Bisons placed second
in the NCAA Division II. Photo by Aaron Gillihan.
Abraham Kirwa makes leading the race look easy. The men's team made
itself known in the Lone Star Conference during their first year of
eligibility. Photo by Aaron Gillihan.
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Senior forward Angie (Fouts) Dugger drives in for a jump shot. Dugger
was the first Lady Bison ever to make first team All-American. Photo by
Aaron Gillihan.
Sophomore point guard Emily Prysock uses her speed to push the ball
down the court. Prysock's ability to keep the game moving at a fast pace
was a great asset for the Lady Bisons. Photo by Brian Hendricks.

Coach Greg Harnden gives the Lady Bisons a pep talk during a time out.
Team work and unselfishness helped lead the Lady Bisons to a 26 and 4
season. Photo by Aaron Gillihan.

Women's basketball. First row: Emily Prysock,
Stephanie Barron, Karie Fouts, Angie Dugger,
Jamie Pate, Rachel Raglin, Mandy Cox. Second
row: Greg Harnden, Susan Reiss, Bridget
Benson, Courtney Hall, Molly McPherson, Shelli
Clark, Mindy Baker, Brad Francis, Glenna
Wright. Photo by Jeff Montgomery.
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Lady Bisons make history by
winning game at Nationals
The Lady Bisons hit the courts this season
with a pre-season ranking of 15th in the
NAIA national polls and worked their way
to No. 3 by season's end, ensuring a postseason spot in the National Tournament.
They finished the regular season with an
incredible 25-2 record and made Harding's
first-ever appearance in the second round
of the National Tournament.
The Lady Bisons lost to Rollins during a
Christmas break tournament in Florida for
their only loss until the last game of the
season against Lyon. They lost their first
game of the Regionals in the Ft. Worth to
Midwestern State University. In first round
play in the National Tournament, they beat
Claflin College 66-64, but fell to
Southwestern Oklahoma State in the second
round 56-57.
The team found its strength in the
leadership of seniors Angie (Fouts) Dugger
and Bridget Benson. "These two ladies have
done it all for four years. They are our
leading scorers and our leading re bounders,"
Coach Greg Harnden said.
Underclassmen depended on the senior
duo for encouragement. "Bridget helps our
team in ways nobody notices," sophomore
forward Susan Reiss said. "Both she and
Angie led us by example so that we might be
as helpful [to other players] as they have
been."
Dugger, who played post and earned
Harding's first two appearances on first
team All-America (1996 and 1997), was
excited about the team's success this year.
"This has definitely been the best season for
our team. When Bridget and I came onto
the team four years ago, it was just

developing. Now, we are getting national
attention that is good for Harding."
Harnden was impressed by the team's
closeness. "By far, this is the best team I
have ever coached in terms of chemistry.
The players' unselfishness has enhanced
our success," he said.
Players expressed the contribution of
the team's diversity to their success. From
freshman starter Rachel Raglin to the
seasoned Dugger and Benson, the Lady
Bisons worked to be a superior team. "We
are all role players for the team," junior
guard Mandy Cox said.
As the team fought its way to national
recognition, players credited much of their
success to crowd enthusiasm and support.
"The crowd support has been great and we
appreciate all of the school's enthusiasm,"
sophomore point guard Emily Prysock said.
Players and coaches deemed the victories
over Florida Tech and Ouachita Baptist the
sweetest of the regular season. "The game
against Florida Tech was a real challenge
for us, kind oflike a test of our ability. It
definitely helped us in our ranking and our
confidence in ourselves," Benson said. "We
won the game by 9 points and beat an
undefeated, nationally ranked team."
Going into the final stretch of the season,
the Lady Bisons kept their educational
pursuit in perspective. "Our games are fun ,
and there really is not a lot of pressure,"
sophomore forward Stephanie Barron said.
"Coach Harnden encourages us to
experience every aspect of college; he sees
us as people, not just as basketball players.
After all, it is just a game."
- Kathryn George

Ev angel

84-64

St. Ambrose

65-60

Ambassador

100-42

C. Methodist

91-80

CBU

75-51

UAM

72-53

SAU

73-57

UCA

71-64

OBU

72-61

CBU

66-53

Florida Tech.

77-68

SAU

79-56

WBU

76-40

Rollins

53-71

UAM

79-62

Mississippi U. 86-77

Eckerd

78-53

OBU

82-78

JBU

77-59

LSU

W crorfeit )

NE State

78-68

MBU

87-54

Lyon

79-61

Cameron

90-75

Ozarks

89-71

NE State

92-71

Lyon

59-62

Senior B ridget Benson dribbles down the court, cutting through the
defense. Benson set the school record for career steals. Photo by Aaron
Gillihan.
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Bisons finish tough season;
optimistic about next year
Searching for new team leadership and
preparing for a new conference were the
major challenges facing the Bisons this
season. Despite the obstacles, they were
able to compile a 17-11 record for the season.
Last year, the Bisons had six starting
seniors. This year, there was only one and
he was injured early in the season and out
for the rest of the year. Coach Jeff Morgan
said that this was a definite factor in the
way the Bi sons performed this year.
"Anytime you have a leadership void that
great, there is an urgent need to fill it. The
players came into the season looking to see
who would step up and take the position."
Junior post Brent Adams agreed. "This
year has been a little difficult, but we are a
young team and, by next year, we will have
ourselves together and ready for the Lone
Star Conference."
Next year, the Bisons will hold full
membership in the Lone Star Conference,
which Morgan says is the third toughest
division. The Bisons will play at a much
higher level of competition. The Lone Star
Conference, south division, includes schools
from Arkansas, Texas, New Mexico and
Oklahoma. "The Lone Star Conference will
be tough on us because we will have to
travel so much," Morgan said.
Junior forward J.R. Duke is looking
forward to the challenge. "I am nervous.
The schools that we'll be playing are tough,

but I know that we are capable of playing at
their level," he said.
Morgan has coached the men's basketball
team for four years. His goals for this season
were to raise the standard of play and to
maintain a successful attitude. "I wanted
this team to know that we are capable of
playing at a highly competitive level and to
raise their work ethic for the game," Morgan
said.
Adams said that his personal goal was to
contribute more to the team. "I think one of
my main goals was to give all I had to this
team and to have a definite role in the
game," he said.
Junior guard Cliff Miller said that he
had three personal goals for this year. "I
wanted to establish myself as a leader for
the team, I wanted to be a better defender,
and I wanted to complete 75 percent of my
free throws."
Morgan and the team are not intimidated
by the challenge of playing in a more
competitive conference. In fact, they are
determined to be successful. "We plan to
make our mark next year. This team has
played together for a year and the entire
team is returning," Morgan said. "They
know what to expect from each other. They
know what the coaching staff expects from
them, and my goal is for us to be in the top
four of our division."
- Rebecca West

Scoreboard
NE Okla.

70-79

ATU

77-57

UAM

76-71

Lindenwood

84-74

JBU

87-74

Ark. Bapt.

82-57

Ev angel

82-77

HSU

68-84

HSU

102-72

ATU

61-63

Lyon

73-72

UCA

84-77

NE Okla.

82-57

ATU

97-57

Hillsdale

105-44

UAM

86-70

Drury

90-76

OBU

77-73

UCA

76-79

Ark. Bapt.

96-64

Drury

73-78

SAU

66-73

SAU

59-70

CBU

94-89

CBU

78-79

OBU

71-81

Lyon

84-69

Forward Brent Adams shoots from the outside in a tough game again:
Southern Arkansas. Adams came back in full swing this season aftL
being redshirted last year. Photo by Aaron Gillihan.
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Louis Bonner goes high to lay the ball in the basket. Even after losing their
only senior to injury and starting play in a tougher conference, the Bisons
set their goals high for the season. Photo by Aaron Gillihan.
Junior guard Sammy Ussery takes a shot under the basket, despite the
pressure from the Lyon defense. The Bisons worked hard all season,
playing against tough competition. Photo by Aaron Gillihan.

Junior Carlton Bryant sits in front of the scorer's table waiting to be called
into the game. This was the first season for the Bisons to compete in the
Lone Star Conference. Photo by Aaron Gillihan.
Men's basketball. First row: Sammy Ussery,
Felix Jones, Ryan Semanchik, Cliff Miller.
Second row: Jeff Morgan, Ray Lynn Woods,
Levern Floyd, David Duke, Jim Brauer, Damon
Goggins, Matt Daniel, Paul Johnson, TimKirby.
Third row: Louis Bonner, J.R. Duke, Clint
Spencer, Calvin Bowens, Carlton Bryant, Brent
Adams. Photo by Aaron Gillihan.
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"Harding has the best
intramural program

around. Colleges from
all over call us for
sug-gestions on how to
run their programs."

- Barbara Barnes
Lisa Neff drives the ball into the outfield. The variety of sports offered by
the women's intramural program allowed everyone to participate in their
favorite event. Photo by Aaron Gillihan.

Schell Haines, Mark England and Mandy Armstrong work diligently to
keep things running smoothly at the softball games. Haines andArmstrong,
along with four other assistants, were a tremendous help to women's
intramural director Barbara Barnes. Photo by Aaron Gillihan.
Sophomore Joni Vineyard bumps the ball to awaiting teammates.
Intramurals was a great way for women to participate in athletics and
they provided an outlet for stress. Photo by Aaron Gillihan.
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Active participation initiates
tremendous intramural season
The spirit and goodwill of athletic
competition motivated many Harding
women to participate in the games of the
women's intramural program.
In her 32nd year of directing women's
intramurals, Barbara Barnes worked
harder than ever to encourage participation,
to structure and schedule athletic events,
and to ensure that the Christian values of
the games were upheld at all times.
"This year we were really encouraged by
the number of girls who played intramural
and club sports; we had a really good fall,"
Barnes said.
Although Barnes was chiefly responsible
fortheday-to-dayrunningoftheintramural
program, events would not have run so
smoothly if it were not for the efforts of her
six intramural assistants, two of whom
were Mandy Armstrong and Schell Haines.
"Those girls really helped out the program
this year," Barnes said.
Armstrong enjoyed her role. "Part of my
job was to set up the fields or courts, make
sure that every game was officiated, and
encourage Christian attitudes during club
and intramural sports."
Haines also liked being in the program.
"As intramural assistant, I was oftentimes
responsible for opening up the old gym,
setting up the courts, making sure

everything ran according to schedule,
keeping score, and at the end of the night
closing everything down."
Active participation by the women of
Harding was the key to a successful
intramural season. Women's social clubs
participated in team competitions in flag
football, softball, volleyball and basketball.
Women who did not belong to social clubs
were given ample opportunity to show their
skill in team sports and individual sports.
From this core group of non-club-affiliated
women, several teams were put together by
the intramural staff to compete in softball,
volleyball and basketball.
Those who did not wish to participate in
any of the team sports could actively pursue
individual accomplishment in track, doubles
and singles tennis, badminton, table tennis,
and a basketball skills competition. "Even
those of us who were not in a club still had
a lot offun competing in intramural sports;
it helped relieve a lot of stress," Haines
said.
The wide array of sports events sponsored
by the women's intramural program allowed
everyone to play and excel in their favorite
sports and to develop their skills in a
Christian environment of athletic
competition.
- Lance Lemmonds
Cardinal Sara Elmer helps her team by returning the serve. Director Barbara Barnes tried her
best to ensure that the Christian values of playing the games were elevated at all times. Photo
by Aaron Gillihan.
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lntramurals have been part
of student life for generations
lntramurals have become a way oflife at
Harding. Whether through a social club or
an assigned team, students participate in
intramural athletics each semester.
When Harding was founded in 1924,
George S. Benson was named the director
of athletics. Benson and Allie Marie Bailey
began the intramural program for men and
women. According to Petit Jean records,
familiar sports, such as basketball,
volleyball and softball, were played, as were
boxing, wrestling, hockey and croquet.
"Many people do not know that our own
Clifton L. Ganus Jr. won the very first
intramural jacket. His wife was also a
winner in the women's division," said
current women's intramural director,
Barbara Barnes. "Mrs. Ganus' jacket is in
the memorabilia room in the AWH house
today."
Families on campus often share in the
intramural program for several generations.
"The Ganuses have a special legacy in the
intramural program in that their daughter,
Debbie Ganus Duke, and their
granddaughter, Johnna, both were
participants in the program," Barnes said.
Leadership has been the key to the
Amy Spurlock pitches for her softball team.
George S. Benson andAllie Marie Bailey started
the men's and women's intramural program in
1924. Photo by Aaron Gillihan.
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success of the women's program throughout
its history. "When Marge Ryan was director,
Harding made a real commitment to provide
the Harding women with the best
intramural teams possible," Barnes said.
"During that time frame, we found state
and national respect for the program." Ryan
served as director of the program from 1961
to 1967. Barnes served as Ryan's assistant
and took on the responsibility of director in
1966.
Participation in the intramural program
has always been high. Approximately 65
percent of women students participated in
some aspect ofthe program this year. Barnes
credited the growth to increased enrollment,
but stressed that Harding is committed to
providing an excellent program.
"In 1946, Coach Berryhill said that 'the
primary purpose of Harding's program of
intramurals is to encourage every student
to take part in athletic competition and to
gain all the advantages of a well-played
game,"' Barnes said. "This is still our aim
today. We strive to offer the best program in
the country to the best group of young
people in the country."
- Kathryn George

"We strive to offer
the best program in
the country to the best
group of young people
in the country."
- Barbara Barnes
Kym B rown goes up over Rebecca Stowe for a shot. Women participated
in a variety of sports this year in the intramural program. Photo by Aaron
Gillihan.

Julie Clements, Zrinka Rukavina, Jill Shirey and friends congratulate
each other after their intramural volleyball game. Intramurals has
become a tradition for some Harding families. Photo by Aaron Gillihan.
Janet Grove and Sherrill Ganus guard Melanie Newsom during an
intramural basketball game. About 65 percent of all the female students
at Harding participated in some aspect of intramurals. Photo by Aaron
Gillihan.
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"I liked the

competition and
meeting the transfer
students and new
freshmen."

- James Scott
Ryan Sorrell leaps high to spike the ball over the net. Intramurals helped
students stay active and gave them something to do besides watch
television. Photo by Aaron Gillihan.

Sophomore B rett Davies andgrad student Jeremy Downie run a close race
in the men's intramural cross country race. Davies and Downie were the
only two runners to compete. Photo by Aaron Gillihan.
Brian Schwieger, Mark Farrar and Wayne Allen race down the court
trying to gain control of the ball. Intramurals gave anyone who wanted to
play sports a chance to get involved. Photo by Aaron Gillihan.
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Popular athletic program
pro\7ides competition for all
The men's intramural program at
Harding has been one of the most popular of
its kind since it was initiated in 1939. The
program gives Harding men the ability to
play just about any sport in a highly
competitive yet Christian environment.
"I liked the competition and meeting the
transfer students and new freshmen," said
Jam es Scott, winner of the 1996 Intramural
Spirit Award. "Everybody can find
something they're good at."
Jim Gowen, director of the men's
program, is in charge of putting together
teams according to skill levels and arranging
a game schedule. He has assistants to help
in the process and to run the actual games.
Students interested in playing a sport
sign up in the student center, indicating
their years of experience and skill level.
They are assigned to teams in order to
"even the playing field," Gowen said. Men
with higher skill levels are combined with
men of lower skill levels so that one team
doesn't have an unfair advantage over
another and the games can be competitive.
Dwayne Seeber, a freshman from
Newberg, Ore., played basketball in high
school and found the intramural program
at Harding to be a great way to continue
playing competitively.

"It lets you keep in shape, make new
friends and have fun," Seeber said. Because
he was the captain of his team, he was
responsible for getting a referee for each
game. "It's better for you than playing
Nintendo," Seeber said.
Each year, the winning team in its
respective sport receives a trophy. The allstar team is voted on by the players in each
sport, and three individual awards are
presented each year: Intramural Spirit
Award, Intramural Athlete of the Year and
Sports Skill Champion.
For years, Dr. Mike Pruitt was in charge
of the intramural program. He also
participated in the program as a student
and was the Athlete of the Year in 1970.
"There were so many different activities to
choose from ... the number ofpeople involved
has gone up and the level of competition has
increased," he said.
One of the best qualities of the intramural
program, Gowen said, is that everyone who
signs up is guaranteed to play. He said he is
glad to be a part of such a great program. "It
provides competition for students who
competed in high school. They learn
teamwork, self-control and discipline ... it
gets them out of the dorm, too."
- Jeff Krinks
Micah Parkhurst returns a serve from Jamie
McClay during an intense racquetball match.
The intramural program at Harding provided
men the opportunity to play just about any sport
in a highly competitive yet Christian environment. Photo by Brian Hendricks.
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Many participate in intramurals
under new director, Jim Gowen
The spirit of competition drove many
male students to participate in intramural
and club sports this year under the new
men's intramural director, Jim Gowen.
After working in the public school system
for 19 years, Gowen joined the Harding
family this year. "I always wanted to be at
Harding; it was a goal of mine to serve the
university. This position gave me the
opportunity," he said.
Students were encouraged to participate
in the program for competition in athletic
events in a Christian environment. The
opportunities to socialize, to be a part of a
team or compete in individual events caused
many students to take part in the fun. "My
job is to encourage participation, organize,
supervise and schedule all men's intramural
and club sports," Gowen said.
Th e prem ise behind the program has
always been to provide an opportunity for
students to participate in different physical
activities that will carry over long after
graduation. Another goal of the program is
to help teach the participants how to work
as a team, show good sportsmanship and
become better Christians through friendly
competition.
"Students reap many rewards through
involvement in intramural athletics.
Blane Covert returns a powerful serve in the
men's singles championship. Students enjoyed
athletic competition in a Christian environment.

Photo by Aaron Gillihan.
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Besides the opportunity for socialization,
wholesome physical activity, athletic
com petition and development of a lifetime
interest in sports, students have the
opportunity to receive intramural awards,"
Gowen said.
"I had a lot of fun playing intramurals,
but I sometimes laugh at some people who
take it way too seriously. It's intramurals;
it's fun," sophomore Greg Massey said.
Intramural competition gave non-club
members the same opportunities for
participation in team sports that clubs
enjoyed. Students signed up and were placed
on teams according to ability and past
experience. They also participated in singles
sports, including tennis, swimming and
racquetball. The winner of each event
received a trophy.
Competitions gave students the chance
to show off their athletic skills in the football
distance throw, archery, the softball
distance throw and in basketball free-throw
contests.
Fair play and sportsmanship were
encouraged and enforced. The benefits of
wholesome recreation with teammates,
opponents and officials helped develop social
skills as well as sports skills.
- Lance Lemmonds

"I always wanted to be
at Harding; it was a
goal of mine to serve

the university. This
position gave
me the opportunity."
-Jim Gowen
Bow Beckett tugs desperately at Jason Whitley's jersey in an intense fiag
football game. Competition gave the students the opportunity to show off
their athletic skills. Photo by Aaron Gillihan.

Adjunct instructor Tony Timms swings for the fence during the home run
contest. Along with several team sports, students and faculty also
participated in a variety of individual events. Photo by Aaron Gillihan.
B rian Layton looks over the plate to deliver the perfect pitch. Intramurals
offered many students the chance to be involved in a number of different
physical activities. Photo by Aaron Gillihan.
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