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WORDS & SECTION ~ Caleb MeJia 

Looking back on life , we will see that all the things that truly mattered wi ll be the people we cared about 
the most. As these people taught us how to become a better version of ourselves, we were able to see 
God through their words , thoughts and actions. When the day of our departure from Harding arrived, 
we were no longer the same. We had become a mosaic of the people with whom we spent our time. 
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SENIOR CREATES 
FOR CHILDREN'S 

ILLUSTRATION 
BOOK 

WORDS Madison Edwards I I PHOTOS Kazu Figisawa 

Senior graphic design major Rachel Gibson had the opportunity 
to illustrate a book called "Worst First Day: Desegregation of Central High" 

in fall 2017. The book centered around the story of Little Rock Nine member 
Elizabeth Eckford's experience of being one of the first African-American students 

to attend Central High School in Little Rock, Arkansas, in 1957. 
Rachel first thought about illustrating Eckford's book after meeting her at the 

American Studies Institute Distinguished Lecture Series event on Feb. 2, 2017, where 
Ruby Bridges, a civil right activist, spoke. Rachel emailed Eckford an illustration 

and months later worked with current Central High School students on a project to 
showcase their school's history. After participating in this project, Rachel was then 
contacted in order to illustrate Eckford's book. 

"It has been a very humbling experience to even sit at the feet of these spirited 

people who are very passionate about what they are trying to do," Rachel said. 
Rachel had the opportunity to be in the room when Eckford read the book out 

loud for Central High students and gave personal backstories on events that took place. 
"It was incredible to hear Eckford read the book in the Central High library to 

students," Rachel said. "Just seeing how far she's come to even be able to walk into 

that room and talk to people was just very incredible. Just hearing her tell her story 
of the hate ... I can't even imagine what she had to go through. Now she is spreading 

awareness that racism [still] exists in our society. If you have the power to change it, 
it's standing up for other people and stopping it." 

Rachel illustrated the book with a stark monochromatic sketch theme to portray 
the different emotions of Eckford's story. 

''An edgy black and white sketch look is what I first showed them, just because 

I personally wanted to study and understand it," Rachel said. "[It's] what I've been 
pursuing. The style, lines and textures included create different emotions and can 
symbolize hate." 

Daniel Adams, chair of the department of art and design, was confident Gibson 
and her talents would be a nice fit for the book. 

"Rachel is a proactive thinker," Adams said. "I've always found her to be creatively 

engaged in understanding the culture surrounding her in a thoughtful, considered 
way. She is very talented, especially in her ability to capture character in a whimsical 
pen and ink style." 

Stacy Gibson, associate professor of art and design, had Rachel in various classes 

throughout Rachel's time at Harding and was excited to see how her illustrations 
were used in the book. 

"Rachel is a talented visual storyteller, and I know her collaboration with this 

project will be a blessing to lher] and for the readers of this special book," Stacy said. 



I 
Senior Rachel Gibson draws an illustration for a children's book on Nov. 16, 201 7. After working with students from Central 
High School on a project showcasing the school's history, the author of a book cal led "Worst First Day: Desegregation of 
Central High," a book about the experience of Elizabeth Eckford as one of the first African-American students to attend the 
school, contacted Gibson about illustrating the book.// Photos by Kazu Fujisawa 
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SENIOR STARTS SEARCY TRANSPORTATION NONPROFIT 

WORDS Luke Theisen I I PHOTO Kazu F,gisaiva 

Despite his self-proclaimed lack of qualification, senior social 
work major Hayden Gadberry knew that his purpose was to create Vessel. 

"I was in class. We were talking about the necessity of transportation, 
especia lly in rural counties, and I had this idea," Gadberry said. " What if we 
do something like Uber, [but] with a purpose?" 

Vessel, a nonprofit ride-booking service, worked with different organizatio ns 

in White County to g ive their clients rides to places like doctor appointments, 
job interviews, parole officer m eetings and work. The organiza tion's missio n 

declared Vessel wanted to " [create] opportunities for self-sustaining lifestyles 
with free transportation." 

In May 2017, Gadberry put the plan in motion and within the first two weeks 
of operation Vessel was alread y giving an average of one ride a day. 

After hearing more about Vessel, senior social work major Morgan Spillan 
jumped on board to be a part o f the nonprofit. 

"He approached a group of our friends on a weekend trip and then brought 
[Vessel] up kind of casually," Spillan said. " He asked us if somebody wanted to 
help write terms of service [policy]. I volunteered." 

Initially, Spillan thought she would only help star t Vessel, but she continued 

to contribute working with the nonprofit for as long as she could. 
" I think Vessel is an answer to a much larger problem than just transportation 

in rural communities," Spillan said. " It 's an answer to just people needing help 

and seeing people as [stereotypes]. Working with Vessel, you see someone as 
they are, as Christ m ade them." 

Carla Sumner, alumna and women's socia l club Iota Chi sponsor, asked 

Gadberry if she could be a part o f Vesse l after seeing his posts about it on 
social media. 

" It's a personal thing for me," Sumner sa id. " I know that a lo t of these 
people have their children in foster care [and] can't keep down jobs and get 

their children back. It's an issue that doesn't affect just one person, it affects 
their fami ly, their ex tended family. I just think that if they can stop that cycle 

for one family and then it's going to have a ripple effec t." 
According to Gadberry, the overall goal was to provide a way of showing 

Christ's message through service to others. 

"We show Christ's love through showing these people mercy," Gadberry 

said. "Something they don't get a whole lot of. We treat them like normal people, 
and that g ives them a lot of h ope." 

I Senior Hayden Gadberry is giving back to the Searcy community by offering free rides through his nonprofit organization, 
Vessel, to people who do not have a mode of transportation around the area. Gadberry started providing rides in May 2017 
to doctor's appointments, job interviews, parole officer's meetings and work.// By Kazu Fujisawa 
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HELPI 
HOUSTON 
STUDENTS SERVE VICTIMS 
AFTER HURRICANE HITS TEXAS 

WORDS Cassiqy Colbert I I PHOTOS Caleb Mefia 

Senior Robert Stewart, along with 16 other Harding students, 
left earcy, Arkan as, for Hou ton, Texas, to serve a relief workers 
during the weekend D llo, ing Hurricane Harvey n ept. 1-3. The group 

connected \ ith Robert H eyen, a H ouston local who worked with Memorial 
Church of Chri ·t as well as Olympic Recon truction, a company that worked 
on remodeling and building homes in the area, in eft rts to help with the clean­
up in the community. 

Once the group was there, Heyen shared that their task was to work on two 
houses within a Jewish community. 

"On Saturday we went I to work) in a Jewish community, since they cannot 
work on aturdays," tewart said . "\Y/e were able to work (on] the houses and 
were able to ing to the couple who own the home. The man who (live ] there 
told us how big of a blessing we were. It was awesome to be a part of." 

While working on one of the houses, the team had to wear white suit and 
gloves with mask as they crawled under a 3,200- quare-foot crawl pace. In 
another home, they removed two feet of drywall, in tallation, trim and A oring 
on the fir t floor. 

fter Hurricane Harvey, many came to help with the clean-up of neighborhoods 
and communities. Red Cr ss and other groups soon began to turn people a'I ay 
because there was nowher for them to stay. 

ophomore Emelia Thomas, who al o went on the trip felt God prepared 
the way for the group a they traveled and worked in Houston. 

' !ln] !es than 24 hours, we all were able to connect with a church, had a 
place to stay and food," Thoma said. " It was made clear that God wa at ~- rk 
and was pro\'iding." 

l lcyen and his wife provided food for the group as well as a place for them 
to stay. The couple shared stories of people in the area losing their homes and 
everything they owned. 

"We have about 40 families within our church that have lost their homes, 
jobs or cars," Heyen said. "The connections we have made through all of this 
has been amazing. ome are believers and some not but we are able to help and 
walk through this with them." 

rewart agreed with Thomas about God providing a way for them to go 
erve the Houston community. 

'lf you choo e to go, God will make it p ssible and he will provide," tewart 
aid. ' od can and ~-ill use anyone.' 

B th tewart and Thomas hared that they to k more a, ay from the trip 
than they were expecting, and it wa · something that they would want to do again. 

"G dis on the move still, and g ing [to H ston] made [me] realize that no 
matter how deep a pit e are in, he is till with us," tewart said. 

I On Fnday, Sept.1 , 201 7 senior Robert Stewart gives the last details of he mission trip to the group before leaving 
for Texas. A group of Harding students, under the leadership of Stewart. decided to head out to Houston, Texas, 
and help people whose homes were destroyed during Hurricane HaNey.// Photo courtesy of Caleb Mejia 
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JULIE WHITE DISCOVERS NEW CULTURES 
IN TWO STUDY ABROAD PROGRAMS 

WORDS Audra Shumaker I I PHOTOS Julie White 

Many students at Harding were able to experience a study abroad 
program but very few were able to say they had experienced two. Senior Julie White 

had the opportunity to spend one semester at Harding University in Paris (HIP) in 

spring 2017, and another semester a Harding University in Florence (HUF) in summer 2017. 

Before deciding to study abroad, \Vhite deliberated on whether or not to study through 

the College of Business Administration (COBA) program in E urope, but decided against it. 

" I originally wanted to do tJ1e COBA London program through the business department 

and graduate early, but none of the classes would correlate with [doing thatJ ." White said. 

"So I had to figure out a way to pull lout] the classes I needed together to graduate early." 

Dr. Allen Frazier, dean of the college of business, was hugely instrumental in helping 

White accomplish her goal. White arranged her independent studies with Frazier, and he 

gave her permission to do an internship with the international programs office while sh e 

was in H UF. For her internship, White kept a blog of her experiences, took photos and 

helped promote the program on social media. 

Audra Pleasant, international programs logis tics administrator, was impressed b y 
White's dedication. 

"Julie had to work really hard to make this happen for her," Pleasant said. "She had to 

do almost all independent studies to make it possible." 

White was humbled by the support she received, saying that was the only reason she 

could live out her dreams. 

"I worked ahead and tried to get all of my independent studies done as soon as possible 

so that I could work just on my internship and enjoy Italy," White said. "I felt so blessed by all 

of the things and people that worked together to give me the chance to study abroad twice." 

Junior Gracie Olderman also studied abroad with White at HUF. Olderman thought 

White was an excellent leader because o f White's traveling background. 

" I think Julie was able to be a leader on the HUF trip because of her previous travel 

experiences," Olderman said. "She helped me plan independent travel, packing and simple 

abroad trips I would not have [been prepared for] without her." 

Olderman also commented on White's internship, mentioning that White worked hard 

to stay in touch with life in Searcy. 

"She was a significant bridge between the aboard campus and the Harding campus as 

well," Olderman said. "Julie was able to give the abroad program feedback directly from HUF" 

I Traveling is a passion of senior Julie White, and she is grateful for the privilege of studying abroad twice with International 

Programs. White's first trip was to Harding in Paris (HIP) in spring 2016 and her second trip was to Harding in Florence 
(HUF) in summer 2017 . II Photos courtesy of Julie White 
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SENIOR SEEKS ADVENTURE 
WORDS Alex Petry I I PHOTOS MaCJ' Pate 

Following her graduation in December 2017, senior Macy Pate embarked 
on a dream adventure: traveling across the .S. in a van with her childhood best friend, 
Emily Breedlove. 

With the duo's graduations approaching, they decided to look into an epic journey through 
the West that included a stop in many national parks. They began researching and created their 
six-month traveling schedule. 

"We had both been following the stories of several couples who lived in vans full time, and we 
always talked about how road tripping for a large chunk of time really could be a dream that we 
brought to life," Pate sa.id. "At the end of the conversation, we somehow reached the conclusion 
that there was no time like the present." 

The next step in their plan was to find the most essential component of their trip: a van. 
Pate approached her boss at the pizza shop she worked at back home in ashville about the 
van he and his wife traveled in while vacationing, and asked about the process of finding a van 
that could be converted. 

"He kept saying he didn't believe we were serious enough to take further steps, which was 
fair," Pate said. "We knew absolutely nothing and didn't have enough combined money to even 
buy half a van. When we finally convinced him thi s was a real plan, he immediately sat down 
with us in his office and started searching Craigslist." 

By the end of the night, Pate and Breedlove contacted th_e owner of a baby blue '95 Chevrolet 
van. Soon afterwards, they were in possession of their new traveling home, which they dubbed 
" Li_]' Ma." Aside from the financial difficulties of purchasing the van, Pate and Breedlove also 
had to tackle the task of converting the van into a livable space. 

''A far as actual conversion, getting the solar power set up correctly has definitely been tl1e 
biggest struggle," Breedlove said. " either of us know anything about working with electricity, 
let alone solar power, so we had a to seek out a lot of help." 

Friends and family encouraged Pate and Breedlove from the beginning of their adventure, 
and they credit their success in their journey to the support they received. 

Senior Megan Page, Pate's suitemate, was excited to see Pate and Breedlove take on such an 
interesting expedition. 

" I was super excited for Macy and Emily when I fou nd out [about the trip]," Page said. "I've 
seen a lot of people on Instagram who have lived or are living out of a van, and I always thought 
that would be such a cool thing to do." 

I 
Emily Breedlove drives across the U.S. with senior Macy Pate after graduating from 
Harding in December 2017. Before graduation, P te decided to embark on a six-month 
journey through the West, visiting several national parks along the way.// Photo courtesy 
of Macy Pate 
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BIKING WITH 
A PURPOSE 
SENIOR BIKES 
ACROSS US TO 
RAISE FUNDS 

WORDS Garrett IV'hite ~ Rachel Va11C11ren I I PHOTOS KaZf, 
Ftgismva 

For some students, riding bikes was a way to forget the 
pressures of school and get away for an hour or two at a time. For one 
student, getting away meant trekking long-distance trails on his bike. 

eniot Davi ossam an completed ride with his father across rkansas and 
Iissi sippi. 

" I've lo ed biking with my dad," o saman said. " I think it' certainly has 
helped our relationship grow." 

Tossaman said the trek on the Tanglefoot Trail in us issippi, a 100-mile 
journey, helped him and his father bond. 

'We camped out after a lo ng day of biking and had a conversation around 
the fire about my future after college,' ossaman said. "In that conversation 
my dad talked a lot about his life after graduation. It was very special to hear 
hi stories and his advice, and I ha e our bike trip to thank for that." 

After biking with hi father, os aman wanted to continue his pastime, but 
with his friend, senior o nnor Botes. Instead of just biking for a small stretch 
of time, the two planned to bike across the entire country after they graduated. 

The rea on for the journey, besides their love of biking, was to help raise 
funds for 4KForCanc r, an organization that fundrai sed money for cancer 
treatment. ossaman and Connor planned to start the trek o n June 2, 2018. 

"Our dream is to put a bike tire in the Pacific and then put our bike tire 
in the Atlantic," Bores said. " nd we would tr}' to hit as many national parks 
and major cities along the way and just take time to appreciate where we are 
and what we're doing." 

enior Josiah bney met Botes and os aman during their freshman year. 
He loved brainstorming with them and hearing them talk about their dream. 

"It's just been cool to watch them go through the planning process," Abney 
said. "I'm rea lly excited that it's bee ming a reality for tl1em, and I know that 
it's going to be an important trip for them." 

Though the trip would be fun, Bote explained that it would also be the 
transition toward the nex t stage of their lives. 

"This would mea n the end of my college days and a transi tion into 
adulthood," Bore aid. "You go off to college and gain independence, and 
then, once you leave c liege, you're actually an adult, this would solidify 
that for me. We're both really excited to get it started." 

I 
Senior Davis Nossaman bikes with his dad as a means for bonding 
and building their relationship. Nossaman decided to bike across the 
nation with senior Connor Bates to help raise funds for 4KForCancer, 
a journey that begun on June 2, 2018. II Photo by Kazu Fujisawa 
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PERFORMING 
FOR A CAUSE 
HARDING STUDENTS 
PERFORM ZION CLIMBING 
CENTER BENEFIT CONCERT 

WORDS Audra Shumaker I I PHOTOS A bby Tran 

In spring 2017, junior Sawyer Jones and sophomores Jon Mark Brasher and 
Harper Wagner came together to play music, calling their band Sawyer's .Mill. T he band met 
over the summer and recorded a few original songs. During th e fall emester, Sa yer ' Mill 

played a benefi t concert at Zion Climbing Center on Sept. 22, 2017. All the proceeds went to 

a church in Texas after the effec ts of H urricane H arvey, which hit Texas on Aug. 25-29, 2017. 
" It wasn't our original plan to have a benefit concert, but after seeing the damage of hurricanes, 

we felt like that was a great way to help some people out and also help us get our music out," 
Jones said. "\Ve didn't raise a ton of money, but every li ttle bit counts and we had a who le lo t 
o f fun doing it." 

Th band was blown away by the amount of people that came to tl1e show and the support 
from th e communi ty. According to Jones, mey were all very nervous before the show and had 
no idea what to expect. 

"I told myself that if 50 people showed up it would be a success, I wasn't going to have any 
expectations because I didn't want to let myself down," Brasher said . 

O ver 200 people attended the concert. According to Wagner, the turnout exceeded their 
expectations and made the experience much better bo th for the band and for me crowd . 

Senior fackenzie Peters, a volunteer at Zion, commenced on the concert, calling it a way to 
connect Zion to ea rcy. 

"Community is Zion's biggest [focus]," Peters said. " We're always trying to build and encourage 
me co mm unity around us to mrive. We strive to be a place to be a place where ideas can be shared, 
fri endships can be made and G od can be glorified." 

P e ters also praised the band members o f Sawyer's Mill for donating ilie proceeds to the 
hurricane relief. 

"The fac t that mey put all o f the proceeds toward the hurricane relief effort was so inspiring 
and i exactly the kind of love and support we hope to cultivate through our avenue," Peters said. 

O ver the course of me year, the band also played at o ther local events like Searcy Beats and 
Eats, Relay for Life and social club functions. The band looked forward to playing more mroughout 
ilieir time at Harding and becoming more comfortable performing. 

I 
The band Sawyer's Mill, comprised of freshman Tanner Chessman, sophomore 
Harper Wagner, sophomore Jon Mark Brasher and junior Sawyer Jones, perform 
at Zion Climbing Center on Dec.15, 2017. Sawyer's Mill decided to perform 
at Zion Climbing Center to help aid Texas communities that were impacted by 
Hurricane Harvey in August 2017 // Photo courtesy of Abby Tran 
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SHADOWING THE SENATOR 
PASSION IN JUNIOR FINDS 

WASHINGTON D.C. INTERNSHIP 

WORDS Taryn BroJVn I I PHOTOS Hall Frost 

For many students, moving to Washington D.C. to intern for a senator 
for a semester would be a dream. Junior accounting major Hall Frost made that 

dream a reality in fall 2017 by becoming an intern for Arkansas Sen. John Boozman. 

Frost, originally from Clarksville, Arkansas, first heard about the internship program 

when en . Boozman visited his high school. He applied on line and was one of three 

fall interns who made it through the long interview process. 

Frost loved history and hoped to go to law school or pursue politics after college 

graduation. 

"This internship has showed me [that] this is something I'm interested in, and that 

Christians can and need to write legislation," Frost said. 

Dr. Philip Brown, chair of the accounting and finance department and Frost's 

academic adviser, always knew Frost was meant for Washington. 

"From [our] initial conversation, and most every conversation with him since that 

time, Hall continually expressed a strong interest in both business and becoming a part 

of the political proce s," Brown said . 

Frost was not the only student from Harding to serve as an intern for en. Boozman. 

enior Paul Pearson \: as an intern the summer after his ophomore year. !though 

the acceptance process for the internship was difficult, Pearson was grateful for the 

opportunity. He was able to make many connections, like meeting Arkansas en. Tom 

Cotton, and learned more than he expected . 

"I personally took away a deeper understanding of what it means to be an elected 

official and a servant to the people," Pearson said. "Representing an entire state of three 

million plus people is no small order, and ens. Cotton and Boozman do an excellent job 

at ensuring that they both answer to the people of rkansas first and Congress second." 

Both Frost and Pearson's main responsibility was to answer phone calls. Frost 

received calls regarding Sen. Boozman's stance on healthcar·e, as well as other issues. 

"For a lot of people, this is their only interaction with Sen. Boozman because he is 

in D .C. and they are in rkansas," Frost said. "My job was to represent his office and 

answer those phone calls or direct them to staff members." 

Frost also trained to give Capitol tours, watched the Senate when in session, gave 

tours of the senator's office, attended committee hearings and job shadowed Sen . 

Boozman for a day. 

"Job shadowing Sen. Boozman was what I wa most looking forward to during 

my intern hip," Frost said. "I loved exploring the Capitol and going into that building 

whenever I wanted, but pending an entire day with Sen. Boozman was a great experience." 

Both ro t and Pearson were not sure if they wanted politics to be their career, but 

they agreed that the impact that can be made by having people of faith in ashington 

was enormous. 

"Dream big, God-size dreams," Frost said. "If there is something you want to do 

but it's big, God can do it." 

I 
Junior Hall Frost interns in Washington D.C. during the fall semester for Arkansas Sen. 
John Boozman. Frost's work included answering phone calls, giving tours around the 
Capitol to visitors and shadowing the senator. // Photo courtesy of Hall Frost 
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STUDENT CREATES NEWS PACKAGES 
FOR HU16 FROM ENGLAND 

WORDS Emi!J Wheeless// PHOTOS Aaron Alexander 

In fall 2017, junior journalism major Aaron Alexander did not allow 
di tance to come between him and his work. He assembled news package for 
H 16, Harding's student-run n ws talion, while traveling overseas at the Harding 

niversity in England (H E) tudy abroad program. Dr. Jim Miller, chair f the 
department of communication, accompanied lexander and the other students 
on the H E trip. ccording to Miller, Alexander worked hard to achieve his ta k. 

" aron is a great addition to ur group at H E," Miller aid. "I am pr ud of 
him t r taking initiative t pursue these stories for H 16' ]jve at Five newsca t.' 

While in Iceland, Alexand r th ught of an idea t r a tory after seeing how the 
locals interacted with him and the others on the trip happily, including their t ur 
guide,J6hannes Logas n. When he tarted collecting all the data, the tory fell into 
place and he shared the idea with the H 16 team. 

"The story just came together," Alexander aid. "I interviewed our tour guide, 
Johannes, who was [amazing]. I thought I could mak a really cool tory on this plus 
it would look awesome because Iceland is very photogenic." 

After completing the Iceland story, H 16 contacted Alexander to do a story over 
the London terrori t attacks that took place on Sept. 15, 2017. 

a journalism student, I like to tell stories so when that opportunity present 
itself I jump on it, whether that's in earcy, London or Iceland," Alexander said. 

Dr. Ginger Black tone, news director at H 16, commented on Alexander's 
enthusiasm for hi field. 

" arnn i pas ionate about reporting," Blackstone said. "He i always pitching 
stories and putting them t gether. His love is sports, but he'll work on news srories, 
too. ]e's great to have him involved with our program." 

Through hi time at H ~, Alexander n t nly experienced every a p ct of the 
trip but was also able t bring back informati n to those in earcy. By incorporating 
all of his pa ions Alexander felt confident in his career path. 

"Documenting my trips in a news format was pretty cool" Alexander said. "I 
really felt Like this i what I could be doing t r a job once I graduate, and it affirmed 
my choice [in my major]." 

I 
Junior Aaron Alexander Is a broadcast Journalism major and prepares packages for HU16 While he was abroad at Harding University in 
England, Alexander covered several important news pieces in England In fall 2017 and sent them to HU16 for the live newscast. 
// Photo courtesy of Aaron Alexander , 

Alexander interviews Lauren Knight, Harding University In England director, dunng his time abroad in England . Alexander prepared several 
packages for HU16 including a story on the terror attacks In London on Sep .15, 201 7 // Photo courtesy of Aaron Alexander 
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SENIOR CREATES 
STUDENTS WI-TH 

WORDS Cayleigh Thomas I I PHOTOS Abigail Cooper 

APP TO HELP 
HOMEWORK 

When senior Adria Abella Villafranca, originally from Lleida, 
Spain, came to Harding to play on the tennis team, he had an idea that 
he hoped would reach many. 

Villafranca, along with his father, created a computer application called Studem10. 
Villafranca and his dad made the plans, designs and goals for the app when they 
were in pain, and Villafranca used his time at H arding to expand on his dream. 

Student10 was designed to help with homework problems. It cost around $20 
a month and allowed a user to upload 20 problems, or more with extra purchases, 
to receive help on unsolvable problems. 

"For [some] problems to be solved, a guardian had to ask the question," 
Villafranca said. "We designed it like this so that a student wouldn't do [their] 
entire homework." 

Villafranca planned to hire tutors at the beginning of the app's development 
to solve the problems that people presented. 

"Later down the road, we planned to have the community answer the questions," 
Villafranca said. "The app would give rewards to people who were able to correctly 

solve a problem, so when a person approved the answer as correct then the person 
who responded would get [monetary] compensation." 

Villafranca's plan for the app was to be used to help non-native E nglish speaker 

students learn English, according to senior Juan Prieto, a friend of Villafranca. 
"He came up with the idea before he moved to the U.S. and learned how to 

improve his plan," Prieto said. 

Villafranca decided to build Student10 for business and the greater student 
community as a whole. 

"The app also had a space where people could solve problems for free," 
Villafranca said. "That way the app would be more like school at someone's house 
but for a much lower cost." 

Villafranca pitched the idea to investors, prepared a business plan for the app 
and created a budget while he attended Harding. 

Senior Thelma Garcia fartinez, another friend of Villafran.ca, spoke highly 
of his work ethic. 

"Since Adria came to Harding, he's shown passion for doing new things," 
Martinez said. "He put a lot of effort in what he does." 

Villafranca used his time at Harding to co ntinue d eveloping the app and was 
excited to see where his plans took him. 

"To create a business [takes] a lo t of time and effort," Villafranca said. "I had 
to fully dedicate my time in my idea to believe in it, to sleep with it, to eat with 
it and live with it." 

I 
Senior Adria Villafranca codes the last details of his app in fall 
2017. Vil~franca developed an application called Student10, 
which was created to help students problem solve and learn 
English.// Photo by Abigail Cooper 
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SUMMER WITH SELLERS 
SOPHOMORE SPENDS SUMMER ON REMOTE PACIFIC ISLAND 

WORDS Audra Shumaker I I PHOTOS Josh Sellers 

I 
n summer 2017, junior Josh sellers embarked on a 22-hour journey 
to the middle of the Pacific ocean to a remote island called Kwajalein. The small and 
roughly three-mile wide island was owned and run by the ·.s. making it a private isbnd 

with no tourists. the only people allowed to visi t the island were costumers and workers' 
relatives, which allowed Sellers to visit his mother, Donna impson, and step-father. This 
was the only second time ellers had been able to vis it in the past two years his m ther 
worked on the island, because the process of gaining access to the island was not easy. 

"Any visitor has to be sponsored," impson said . " Forms are submitted, and they 
are given a short background check for any criminal record before being approved to 
be on the island." 

Once Sellers was cleared to go, he made his journey to Kwajalein, where he spent 
six weeks exploring the island. 

''The sea life was incredibly abundant," Sellers said. "Anytime you scuba or snorkel 
you will see a ton of fi sh, sharks [and] manta rays. It's different everytime you go." 

According to Sellers, the most impactful part of the island's natural environment 
was the ocean. While on the island, Sellers received his advanced scuba diving license, 
which allowed him to go 130 feet under the water. This led Sellers to be captivated by 
the aquatic pro p ct on the island seen more. 

"There are specific scuba diving areas where you can see clam shells that reach four 
to five feet in length," ellers said. 

According to Sellers, th island was surrounded by sunken Wold War II ships that scuba 
divers explored. While diving, ellers saw a 700-foot G erman boat called Prinz E ugen. 

"It was so c ol to be able to dive and know that you were seeing something that was 
a big part of history," Sellers said. 

ophomore TK Geter, a fri end of Sellers, commented on eller's personality. sa0ng 
his adventurous spirit endured when Sellers returned back to Harding in the fall. 

"Josh is the kin_d of guy who pulls people together for and adventure, never leaving 
anyone out," Geter said. "His personality is just awesome as the things he gets involved in." 

I Sophomore Josh Sellers relaxes on a boat and admires the beauty of the island of Kwajalein in summer 2017. Sellers lived part of 
his summer on an island protected by the U.S. government where few visitors were allowed; after gaining clearance, Sellers was 
able to spend time with his family and enjoy the amazing island of Kwajalein. // Photo courtesy of Josh Sellers 
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SPLIT NATIONALITY 
LAURA WALDRO N FINDS HOME IN MISSIONS ABROAD 

WORDS Cassitfy Colbert e'Y Rachel VanCuren I I PHOTOS Evan Sivearingen 

For many Harding students, moving to Searcy was their 
fir st big step away from thei r hometown . H owever, leaving home 
was nothing new to sophomore Laura Waldron. 
lthough she was born in the United tates, Laura spent the majority 

of her childhood in Honduras and Mexico. Her mother and father were 
missionaries and the founders of Mission preach, a nonprofit organization 
centered on spreading the gosp el in Hondura . One of the many memories 
Laura had abou t growi ng up in H o ndura s was when her family shared the 
Bible with people who had never experienced it before. 

"A family told us about [their loved] ones who have never heard [about] 
God ," Laura said. "So, we packed up our backpacks, hiked into the valley 
where thei r village was and shared the gospel with them." 

According to I aura, growing up in a mi ssionary family was a ver y 
unique experience. 

" We did a lo t of medical missi ns where we delivered babies, helped 
in mino r surgeries and oth er things that typical teenagers my age were 
not doing," Laura said . 

Donna Waldron, Laura's mother, agreed, adding that having Laura 
and her brother, alum nus Harrison Waldron, grow up in a mission field 
strengthened their relationships with God. 

"Our children became leaders in ministry and had service opportunities 
unlike anything they would have had in the [U.S.]," Donna aid. 

According to D onna , becoming a mi sionary family also helped keep 
their family close-knit, especially between Laura and Harrison. The family's 
closeness was tes ted when Harrison was in a near- fatal accident, causing 
him to b e hospitalized. 

"Wh en Harrison had his accident in August 2015, there was never a 
que tion in anyone's mind that Laura [wouldn't] remain by his side until 
he transitioned home," Donna said . 

\'(!hile strengthening her relationship with Harrison , Laura also grew 
closer with alumna Hayley Waldr n, Harrison's wife. 

"[Laura] was already close to Hayley, but the five months they spent side 
by side, hoping and praying over Harrison bonded them into sisterhood," 
D onna sa id. 

According to Hayley, although the accident was difficult for thei r family 
a nd they at times struggled with their relationships with o ne another, 
working together was the most important thing to do. 

" It would be a lie if I told you it's been rainbows and butterflies, but 
e ery tough time has brought new healing and s tronger relationships 
amongst us all," Hayley said. 

Through the Waldron's missi nary work and Harrison's accident, Laura, 
H ayley and their family learned the best ways to remain close. 

" I ove will overcome," Hayle y said. "[The] Waldron famil y is a 
te tamen t to that truth." 

I Harding's mission mindset is nothing new for sophomore Laura Waldron. Growing up in three different countries with 
her family as missionaries, Waldron became comfortable in multiple setting and culture.// Photo by Evan Swearingen 
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THREE SISTERS, THREE CONTINENTS 
TRIPLETS SEPARATED BY DISTANCE DURING FALL SEMESTER 

WORDS Anna Holland I I PHOTOS Betha1!J, Hannah & Makensie Cobb 

Triplets sisters Hannah, Bethany and Makensie Cobb spent parts 
of their sophomore year studying in different parts of the world. Hannah, 
Bethany and Makensie were nursing majors who each had a passion for mission 

work. Even though they had similar visions, they gravitated toward different programs. 
Makensie chose to study at Harding in Zambia (HlZ) in fall 2017. 

"I am very passionate about missions, and it is what I hope to do with my life as 
soon as I am done with school," Makensie said. "Even though [HIZ] is only a shmt 
trip, it would give me my longest exposure to being in this type of culture, and that 
was something that really interested me and ultimately made my decision about which 
program to attend." 

Similar to how Makensie chose her program, Hannah decided to study with Harding 
University in Latin America (HULA) during spring 2018 because she could see herself 
working in the future in Latin America. Bethany, however, took a different approach. 
Instead o f looking at a specific place, she chose a program based on adventure. She 
felt Harding University in Austraiasia (HUA), where she studied in fall 2017, was the 
best opportunity for her to experience new things like skydiving, backpacking and 
learning more about many different cultures. 

" I loved the aspect of adventure and knew I would have the opportunity to 
experience things like skydiving and bungee jumping which have been on my bucket 
list," Bethany said. ''.Another big reason was because I saw it as an area that I could 
not as easily travel to or ever have the opportunity in my life to go again. I want to be 
able to surround myself in a culture and become a part of it while I am there. I want 
to take in every experience, and let the Lord mold me into who he wants me to be." 

Traveling was not a new experience for the Cobb sisters, as they had previously 
visited nations such as England, Israel, Haiti, Belize and Brazil. The sisters found a 
love for traveling and helping others from these trips. 

"We went on our first international mission trip in seventh grade, and that !sold] 
us," Hannah said. 

Even though the sisters were miles apart, with spotty Wi-Fi and drastically different 
time zones, the Cobb family felt close. 

"My parents have always enco uraged our travelling, and while they miss us and are 
sad that we are gone, they are happy with the experiences we are having," Makensie 
said. "They know the importance o f getting into other cultures and seeing the world 
from a different perspective." 

I 
Being separated may be hard for triplets Bethany, Hannah and Makensie Cobb, but that is not stopping them from fulfill ing their dreams 
of traveling the world. In fall 2017, Bethany was abroad in Australia, and Makensie was abroad in Zambia;Hannah studied abroad in Latin 
America in spring 2018. // Photo courtesy of Makensie Cobb 
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SHINING 
THROUGH 
BEAUTY 
WORDS Madison E divards // PHOTOS Adrian Rutter 

HARD I NG STUDENT 
BECOMES M I SS 
WHITE COUNTY 

Sophomore Adrian Rutter became Miss White County Sept. 

11, 2017. Rutter was actively involved in pageants while growing up, 

but took a break around 5th grade to pursue athletics . In her junior 

year of high school, she decided to jump back in. 

" When I was in high (school], I was not very confident in myself," Rutter 

sa id. "I was confident in my personality, but sometimes I wasn't the best at 

showing it. When I got back into pageants, it really helped me see that I am 

just fine in my own skin. Being able to get up in front of people and have 

them stare at you for a solid amount of time is pretty scary, but the important 

thing is realizing I can be confident." 

After winning the White County crown, Rutter competed in the Arkansas 

State Pageant. Although the White County pageant was smaller and less 

competitive, she thought it really helped prepare her for stare, which included 

women from many counties. The first round took place on Oct. 18, 2017, 

and the final s on Oct. 21. 

One of the best parts of the pageant process was the people, according 

to Rutter. 

" I lJove] getting to meet all the girls," Rutter said. " [It's] been a long time 

since I've seen [some of] them but we're still good friends." 

Junior Miss White County, Morgan Feltrop, junior at Searcy High School 

enjoyed growing closer to Rutter throughout the process. 

"I have enjoyed getting to know Adrian," Feltrop said. "J appreciate how 

sweet she is and look forward to getting to know her even better this year." 

Pam Son, Rutter's pageant director, enjoyed working with Rutter's 
leading example. 

"[The] thing l adm ire most about Adrian is that she lets God shine 

through her," Son said. "All you have to do is look at her and her inner 

beauty shines through." 

I 
Soph.orno. re Adrian Rutter partcipates in the beauty paegants to 
become Miss White County. On Oct.21, 2017. Rutter became 
Miss Wl11te County in a beauty paegant that took a set of two 
rounds , in which the last one she became winner. // Photo 
cwrtesy of Adrian Rutter 
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TRANSFERRING 
TO THE STAGE 
FIRST-YEAR TRANSFER 
BECOMES SPRING SING 

WORDS TaDm Broum I I PHOTOS Abigail Cooper 

Sophomore Brooks Bennett was no stranger to the stage. 
In fall 2017, Bennett was a transfer student from Belmont University 
in ashville, Tennessee. When he transferred to Harding, his friends 

encouraged him to get involved and audition for something musically based. After 
completing the audition process, Bennett was selected as a 2018 Spring Sing host. 

Bennett grew up with junior and felJow Spring Sing hostess, Caroline Ritch ie, 
who encouraged him to try ou t. 

"I [missed] performing, and auditions are a smalJ performance, [so] I thought 
[I should] just go for it," Bennett said. 

\"(/hen Ritchie found out that Bennett had earned the role, she was ecstatic 
for her long-time friend. 

"I was so proud when I saw that he got cast because I was so excited for 
him to come to Harding this year," Ri tchie said. " [I] am so excited for what he 
is going to do [this year] in Spring Sing and the re t of his [time] here." 

Sophomore Ava Galyean, another 2018 Spring ing hostess, recogojzed 
Bennett's talent when she first heard him at the audition. 

"I was absolutely blown [away]," Galyean said. "He is so talented, and I'm 
glad he is getting the recognition he deserves." 

When talking to Bennett about singing and performing, his love for the stage 
showed on his face and through his words. 

"I always enjoy the moment right before going on stage," Bennett said. 
" [\Xtben you] immerse yourself in that world and character, you get to give people 
something at that point. I get to use a gift that [makes] people laugh, entertain 
them or move people. [I] enjoy making people feel something and telling a story, 
whether on stage or behind the scenes." 

I 
Sophomore Brooks Bennett becomes part of the Spring Sing 
line-up after beimg named a host in fall 2017. Bennett was 
a transfer student from Belmont University who auditioned 
to become a host of the Spring Sing musical during his first 
year at Hard ing.// Photo by Abigail Cooper 
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A HEART FILLED 
WITH MUSIC 
FRESHMAN OPENS CONCERT FOR LECRAE 

WORDS Emijy Wheeless I I PHOTOS Kaley Burks 

Freshman Austin Varner shared his gift of music with the 
community during the fa ll 2017 semester. Varner performed all over Searcy 
and expanded his performance skill s while attending school at Harding. 

I ine year ago, Varn r began learning how to play the guitar from huck Hicks, 
assi tant professor of music, who noted the value of Varner' hard-working attitude. 

" o doubt [Austin] ha talent, but he also has persistence," Hicks said. "The 
persi tence will be the character trait that will bring him success, regardless of 
the path he choose .' 

ince b eing at Harding Varner opened for Lecrae on ept. 11 , and also 
performed at KIBO [id night Oi l on Oct. 22. arner grew up in earcy, before 
moving to J ackson, Te nne sec, which made the thought of performing at 

fidnight Oil special. 
" l have many memories fbeing 12 or 13 years old and seeing packed concerts 

on the porch and inside and thinking that the musicians performing h~d 'made 

it,"' Varner said." o being able ro perform for the first time just recently as a full 
band playing my own mu ic wa a grea t feeling looking back on the memories 
leading up to the performance." 

Varner released a seven-song album tit led " Reasons," in summer 2017 on 
potify, with the help of fellow performers like drummer -Clayton Wallace. 

"Austin is one of the best musicia n I have had the privilege of playing with," 
Wallace aid. "Being in the ame room with him just creates an arti stic flow you 
cannot fi nd ,; ith just anyone. H e i one of the best around." 

Though \ arner loved music and performing, he was not sure where the 
future would lead him. 

" l think my central goal fo r music is that it serves its purpose in my life as 
inspiration, entertainment and a way to connect with other people," arner said. 
"lf that mean a hort-li ved or life-I ng career in music that would be awesome, 
but if not music is still going to play an important role in my Ii fe and relationships." 

I Freshman Austin Varner performs in KIBO Midnight Oil on Oct. 27, 20 7. Varner started performing 
for small audiences in KIBO Midnight Oil as well for big audiences like opening the concert for 
Lecrae on the George S. Benson Auditorium.// Photo by Kaley Burks 
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PLUCKING HEART 
STRINGS 
BYRON CARRANZA OVERCOMES ADVERSITY 
THROUGH FAITH 

WORDS Ablry Kilgore I I PHOTOS Kazu Fujisaiva 

Byron Carranza, a freshman Walton Scholar from Costa 
Rica , grew up listening to his mother tell him that he could do 

anything by the grace of God. 

"The most important thing I have learned is that dreams can be done," 

Carranza said. "God says, 'With me you can do anything.' There is nothing 

we cannot do v.,i.th God. It does not matter what you are or what you have." 

Carranza had a better reason than most not to believe this sta tement. 

He was born without a right hand, but he never let this stop him. 

Despite this, Carranza played the guitar, drums, basketball and volleyball. 

When he saw something done that required two hands, it motivated him to 

try it, because he knew that it would test him. 

Carranza attended a science school in Costa Rica which prepared him 

for the rigorous curriculum at Harding. He successfully helped a teacher 

create a prosthetic hand, which was sold on the open market. 

" I always try to do everything in the [best! way I can," Carranza said. " I 

think everyone should try to be the best version of who they are." 

Carranza embraced this statement, making it a part of his life. Over 

1,600 people applied to be a \Valton Scholar in his home country of Costa 

Rica in 2016. Carranza said he knew there were other deserving students, 

but that this was God's purpose for him. 

Carranza majored in mechanical engineering and electrical engineering, 

saying he was fascinated with science and mathematics from a young age. 

His dream was to work at ASA, and at Harding he was closer to his dream 

than he had ever been before. 

Carranza's humble personality was a character trait that stood out to 

icky Boyd, director the Walton Scholar program. 

"[Carranza] has a calm self-confidence that I really like," Boyd said. "He 

does no t try to tell you how smart he is. H e shows you." 

For yea rs, Carranza de fied the odds and showed people how it was 

possible to overcome limitations. 

Freshman D enis Marroquin, a fri end of Carranza's, noted that he and 

his fr iends offered to help Carranza with everything. They would offer to 

hold his plates in the cafeteria and try to help him when they played sports. 

Then, Marroquin said he watched Carranza play volleyball and could not 

believe his eyes. He never doubted his abilities again. 

" I do no t think he has any limitations," Marroquin said. " He can do 

everything." 

Carranza knew he could do anything he put his mind to because of his 

mo ther's influence. 

"lMy mother] said do not tell yourself you cannot do it," Carranza said. 

"She said, 'You can do anything. You are perfect the way you are.' I have 

always seen myself as being just like everyone else." 

I Freshman Byron Carranza strums the guitar on the Front Lawn on Sept. 14, 201 7. In fall 201 7, Carranza 
came to Harding as a mechanical and electrical engineering major and decided to show his friends that 
obstacles can always be overcome. II Photo by Kazu Fujisawa 
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PLAYING WITH STYLE 
FRESHMAN DEFENSIVE BACK BREAKS STEREOTYPES 
WORDS Maggie McD01vell I I PHOTOS Evan S1vearingen 

W
hen most people heard about fashion merchandising 
as a m ajor, they pictured runways and expensive designers. What 

did not immediately come to mind , however, was foo tball. But 

for freshman K ishawn Matthews (Keke), this was his normal. Mat thews, a 

redshirted defensive back, was also a fas hion merchandising major. 

" I really en joy working on clothes and just dressing n ice, and [it's] just 

something I fell in love with," Matthews said. " It 's something I wan t to do, a 

job I want to do to have fu n with." 

According to Matthews, he was part of a growing movement that combined 

the world of sports with fa shion , someth ing that people were starting to 

take note o f, even without a fa shion backgrou nd. Senior wide receiver Lane 

Rodgers agreed. 

" I think, actually, sports and fas hion is becoming more of a thing," Rodgers 

said . "There's a lo t o f football players that will show up before games and the 

cameras will be on them because they 're rea lly big athletes, and they will look 

very fashionable, not just in a suit." 

The concept o f merging these two worlds opened new job opportunities for 

people like Matthews who were interested in both playing and styling sports. 

" I want to b e the one that designs the gear for football teams, and I also 

want to design my own clothes," Matthews said . " I think ~hat maybe one day 

I can have my own brand o f clo thes." 

Professors took notice of this growing trend of male fashion. Rebecca Boaz, 

professor of fa mily and consumer sciences, taught fashion merchandising major 

classes including history of fash ion. 

"Th roughout the yea rs, men's clo thing, especially starting in the 1800s, 

was just pretty basic and boring," Boaz said. " But now it's more acceptable for 

a man to wear really cool colorful socks or fun shoes, and I think that it should 

be that way. They should be able to express themselves and their personality 

and what they wear just like women do ." 

Boaz also spoke o n the waning stigma against men caring about fashion, 

which used to be an anomaly. 

" I think that, especially in the las t 10 years or so, more men have become 

interested in fashion," Boaz said . " I think that it's becoming more mainstream 

and more acceptable for guys to be co ncerned about fas hion or interested in 

fas hio n, and why not?" 

Matthews also had the added pressure o f balancing practices and games 

with the various projects required for fashion merchandising, but insisted he 

has made time for bo th his major and foo tball. 

"I think I'll do fine (balancing the two] because when you are passionate 

about something, you_ always make time fo r it," Matthews said . 

I Freshman defensive back Keke Matthews demonstrates his skills not only in football , but also in clothing design. Matthews came to Harding 

as a freshman in fal l 2017 and demonstrated that stereotypes were meant to be broken by showing his design skills to his friends and football 
teammates.// Photo by Evan Swearingen 
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ROSS SHINES 
AND SPRING 

IN HOMECO MI NG 
SING 20 18 

MUSICAL 

WORDS Preslry ixot1 I I PHOTOS Abigail Cooper 

When freshman theatre major Maxwell Ross arrived to 
Harding, he was no stranger to the spotlight. He not only played 
the lead role in the Homecoming musical "A nnie Get Your Gun," 

but he was also a 2018 Spring ing host. 
" I have been performing for as long as I can remember," Ross said. 
Ross discovered his love of performance in the third grade when his class 

took a trip to see "The I egend of Sleepy Hollow." 
" I can rill remember sitting in the audience and watching everyone 

perform on stage and thinking, 'my goodness, thi s is something I have to 
do,"' Ross sa id. 

Before coming to H arding, Ross auditioned for Producer of Theatre 
.indee Stockstill and Professor of Theatre and Musical Direc tor Britt Lynn for 

Harding's Theatre cholarship, which be later received. few months later he 
was contacted by Lynn to audition for the role of Frank Butler in the musical. 

" When we met him and auditioned him for the theatre scholarship, we 
realized what a great fit he was for the role," Stockstill said . 

According to tockstill, there was some hesitation in casting a freshman 
as the lead, but they could not help but choose him. 

" He was the look, he was the sound , he was the energy of that character 
that we wanted for the show," Stockstill said. 

Earning the e roles as a fresh m an had been a blessing in many ways, 
according to Ross. 

"The theatre program has brought me into a famil y," Ross said. "[I'ml 
12 hours from home, and mo ing from a big family to noth ing, it made the 
move a !or easier and more Auid." 

Ross auditioned to be a pring Sing host in eptember 2017 and was 
hocked when he received the role. 

Steve 1-'rye, chairman of the theatre department, was impressed with Ross 
and wa excited to see what the future would hold. 

"He is a talentec.l young man," Frye said. "He is a genuine young man. 
He has a great heart fo r perfor mance. We're going to be encouraging that 
a nd deve lot ing I hose sk ills and let h im pursue that as much as he wants to." 

I Sophomore Emma Thurman, freshman Maxwell Ross and senior Anna Waldrum perform · "A'1nie Get Your Gun" on Oct. 
20-21 2017, in the George S. Benson Auditorium during Homecoming weekend . The play was a production of Irvin Bertin and 
consisted of the fictionalization of the sharpshooter Annie Oakley played by freshman Allie Scott.// Photo by Abigail Cooper 
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DO YOU E"EN LIFT, SIS? 
FRESHMAN BREAKS 
BEAUTY STEREOTYPES 
WITH POWERLIFT I NG 

WORDS Cqyleigh Thomas I I PHOTOS Kazu Fl!Jisaiva 

As a freshman, Abi Hartman began her studies in nursing while 
balancing a unique favorite pastime: powerlifting. 
"When I first started weight lifting at 14 years old , I struggled with an eating 

disorder based mostly upon anorexia nervosa and bulimia," Hartman said. ''About two 
years into body building, I started to grow tired o f what seemed like an endless task for 
beauty, which didn't seem achievable for my stocky build." 

Through powerlifting, Hartman found a healthy passion, which she shared with 
others. In addition to training for two hours a day, Hartman inuoduced some of her 
friends to her passion for lifting. Two of the people she taught were freshmen Jessica 
Houts and Ilse Ghent. 

"Several days into the workouts, I did my first max day," Houts said. "I surprised 
Abi and myself with how much T could lift. It was empowering, and it encouraged me 
to keep going. I may not have the same goals as Abi, but she's been a great coach." 

Ghent was excited to learn from Hartman when she sugges ted the idea to her. 
" I never had any false ideas that lifting was an easy thing to learn," Ghent said. 

"After being exposed [to it], I learned even the simplest motion takes a lot of time and 
effort to learn." 

Hartman had to adjust her normal powerlifting schedule to fit tl1e busy lifestyle of 
a college student. 

"I lift as often as I am able while maintaining good grades and mental health," Hartman 
said . " I came to Harding for my education not for lifting, although it is my favorite 
pastime. I continue to train as o ften as I see beneficial for my mind, body and education." 

Houts said Hartman chose to put school over powerlifting as a healthy approach to 

being a freshman in college. 
" 10 one can create a concrete plan for these things," Houts said. "She goes to the gym 

whenever she gets the chance and when she thi.nks it would benefit her mental health." 
Throughout the years, Hartman uained with a variety of coaches who helped her 

improve holistically. 
"From working with Olympic athletes to driven coaches, I have mentally and 

physically grown more in these past few years than I have in the earlier part in my life," 
Hartman said. "I am very grateful for my body, the ability I have to train and compete, 
and the support system God has blessed me with." 

Hartman planned to use the skills she learned from training and her coaches for 
her future career. 

"I aspire to be a nuuitionist as well as grow as a lifting coach and competitive athlete," 
Hartman said. "I love teaching others how to train tl1eir bodies to take on the adventures 
life throws at them. Our bodies are temples, and one of the most important lessons is 
learning to care for and use our bodies to glorify our creator." 

I 
Freshman Abi Hartman performs a deadlift at Searcy Crossfit 
on Jan. 25, 2018. Hartman started weightlifting at the age of 
1 4 and shared her passion and healthy lifestyle tips with others 
around her.// Photo by Kazu Fujisawa 
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FRESHMAN MEETS BIOLOGIC AL 
HALF-S IBLINGS FATHER AND 1 7 

WORDS Alex Petry / / PHOTOS 7athan Mayes 

W
hen freshman Nathan Mayes was a senior in high school, 
he set out on a journey to do something he never thought possible: meet 
his biological father. 

Mayes' mother, Laura Hutchison, and Mayes' father were unable to conceive 
naturalJy, so Hutchison turned to artificial insemination via a sperm donor. Hutchison 
used a cryobank in California to conceive both Mayes and his sister. The cryobank 
told her that the documents and files regarding their biological father would be 
sealed, and the children would never know who the donor was. 

However, during his senior year of high school, Mayes decided to attempt to find 
his donor. Mayes began his search by reaching out to the cq·obank in California, but 
hit a wall when the cryobank refused to cooperate with his search. 

"I called the cryobank over and over again, and there was no answer," Mayes said. 
"They were just very hard to reach. Finally, a woman at the cryobank contacted me 
back weeks later and said that [ the donorl wanted to be anonymous, which wasn't true." 

Eventually, Mayes was able to convince the cryobank to pass on a letter he had 
written to his donor, and that was when he was finally able to meet his biological 
father, Michael Rubino. 

"I wa particularly moved by athan's letter to me," Rubino said. "In it, he 
described his faith, his love of travel and football, but I was particularly intrigued 
by his declared passion for art, as I am, myself, an arti t by trade. A sense of strong 
connection was immediate." 

Mayes wa · encouraged br his mother to go out to California to meet Rubino, 
no ting that she felt this relationship was something that Mayes needed. 

"I was nervous and thrilled for athan." Hutchison said. " athan had a deep 
desire to know where he came from. His artwork continued to show the longing 
and need to know the miss ing Link to his Life." 

And so, over the summer before his freshman year, Mayes flew out to California 
to meet Rubino, as well as his 17 half-siblings that had also been conceived via artificial 
insemination. The meeting of the siblings and Rubino was documented by People 
Magazine and Inside Edition, and, although Mayes said that he was worried about 
the outcome of the meeting, he felt incredibly blessed to know all of the people to 
which he felt such a strong connection. 

"I was kind of dreading it, just because I didn't know these kids," Mayes said. 
"I was worried they would be so different than me, but then we met and realized 
there were a lot of similarities. They're just a lot of very, very good kids from all 
over the tares." 

Since meeting over the summer, iayes and Rubino formed a strong bond, 
despite Living very different Lifestyles. 

"In some ways, we could not be more different," Rubino said. " His religious 
and political views are polar opposites to my own . Yet, in ways that l am still trying 
to figure out, he is the piece of a puzzle that I didn't realize I'd been missing. He is 
an unusually kind and considerate kid, and I could n t be more proud of a son." 

Freshman Nathan Mayes, seventh from the left on the back row, meets his 
biological father and 17 half-siblings for the first time in California on July 
30, 2017. Mayes' biological father Michael Rubino was a sperm donor 
who invited Mayes to visit h;m in California 1n summer 2017. // Photo 
courtesy of Nathan Mayes 

Mayes shows his art work called "A Son's Journey" on Jan 26, 2018. 
Mayes created this piece to describe his experience of finding his 
biological father. // Photo by Kazu Fujisawa 





FROM 
MIAMI TO 
SEATTLE 
STUD ENTS DISCO VER THE 

FAITH COMMUN ITY OF 

WORDS Caitlin Denton I I PHOTOS Ben Hansen & Jacob McCall 

GREATER 

The theme for Uplift, a summer camp for seventh to 12th graders from across the country, was 
"Greater," because Dr. Andrew Baker, assistant profe sor of Bible and director of plift, wanted a way to show the 
campers that a community of faith existed across the country that would support and believe in them. He called it 

"The Greater Community." 
To illustrate chis idea of " the greater community" Baker asked Ben Hansen, a 2015 graduate, who was an Uplift staff 

member, to travel fro m l\{iami to Seattle with no money and no transportation of their own, rel}~ng solely on the community 
of faith. Hansen knew that alumnus Jacob McCall was familiar with filming and asked him to join him on the trip. Hansen 
and McCall did not know each other well, but they were excited to set out together and see what they could learn about the 
greater community. 

" l was confident they would get [to eattle]," Baker said . "J was more intrigued in the story they would tell by tl1e process 
of getting there." 

Hansen and Mc all flew to Miami, Florida, on May 10, 2017, to begin their journey completely penniles . Throughout the 
trip, they were never once left hungry and made it to every destination on tin1e. An overwhelming amount of Christians all 
across the country reached out to help, even ones they had never met before. 

" '-: e wanted to see what faith looked like mroughout the country and display to others that, with faith, you are able to 
do anything," Mc all said. 

McCall said they were helped by more than 113 different people, many of which were Christians. McCall and Hansen 
asked each Christian they came in contact with these two questions, "How did you come to find faith?" and "What does 
[faith) lo k like in y ur life?" 

After only 13 days, the pair had traveled 4,593 miles in a car and 3,447 mile~ by plane. o matter where they were, someone 
in the community of faith was willing to find them some method of transportation or even drive them personally to their 
next destination. 

"The United States is so big, so diverse. Faith plays its way out so differen tl y no matter where you are," Hansen said. "But 
the one thing I was assured of is that faith cl es grow, and it does play out wherever it is because it is universal." 

Baker agreed with Hansen and wa" not surprised by the generosity the pair received. 
" I believe they could have done this across the world," Baker said. "God gave us the community of faith for that reason, 

(to] have people across the globe to lean on and [to] help us in times of need. That is what makes the community of faith, 
' the greater community."' 

I 
Harding alumnus Jacob McCall! and graduate student Ben Hansen drive from Miami to Seattle relying 
on Chnst1ans the entire way. On May 10, 201 7, Hansen and McCall began their journey and people 
started reaching out to help them along the way, giving them food and places to stay during the night. 
I I Photo courtesy of Ben Hansen & Jacob McCall G) 
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LET WORDS 
TAKE ACTION 
GRADUA T E STUDENT 
ADOPTS CHILDREN AT 
THE YOUNG AGE OF 20 

WORDS Katie L/1/'est I I PHOTOS A bigail Cooper 

Anitha Kobusingye, a counseling graduate student originally from 

Rwa nda , lost her parents when she was a baby. A fter spending time in an 

orphanage, a foster home and on the streets, she was adopted at the age of 10. 

" I am a firm believer that every bad thing that happen s in life comes with a 

blessing attached to it," Kobusingye sa id. 

D espite the struggles of her childhood, K obusingye foc used on the blessings of li fe. 

"It was difficult but it came with a thousand blessings attached to it," K obusingye said. 

One of those blessings was her mento r Larry Bone, who me t K obusingye in 

Janu ary 2010 during_ her first month in the U. S. Bone said after Kobusingye received 

her undergraduate degree from H arding, she was completely on her own in the U.S. 

" We jokingly call her Anitha K obusingye Bone now," Bone said . " In essence, 

we have adopted her into our fa mily." 

Bone no ted how much Kobusingye had grown through her first years in the U.S., 

but not without support. 

"She is successful due to her self-mo tivation, not as the results of pressure from 

others," Bone said. " H er maturity has developed and she is now a wo man with h igh 

goals and the credibility to back up her dreams and achieve her goals." 

According to Bone, Kobusingye's biggest motivation was her desire to take care 

of her 12 adopted children, who stayed in Rwanda with their nanies while Kobusingye 

was studying in the U.S. Kobu singye adopted the child re n eight years ago , whi le 

she was in high school. At 20 years o ld , she became a single m om o f her children. 

" I decided that I was going to adopt them because that's the bes t way I could feel 

like I was putting a smile on G od's face," Kobusingye said. 

While doing graduate work for her degree in professional counseling, Kobusingye 

was guided by Dr. Jenene Alexander, director of professional counseling. 

" We are delighted to have Anitha as a graduate student in professional counseling," 

Alexander said . "She is a dedicated g raduate student and brings a strong sense of 

purpose and service coupled with cultu ra l perspectives fro m her unique background 

experiences ." 

Alexander also saw how Kobusingye's g raduate work would help her after she 

completed her degree . 

"There are countless ways in which Anitha will use her clinical training to benefit 

her future wo rk in Rwanda," A lexander said. "She will take herself, her story, her 

tra ining and her love fo r the children to continue impac ting others in ways we can 

only begin to see at this moment." 
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I Anitha Kobusingye is a graduate student in the university's professional counseling 

master's program in fall 2017. At the age of 20, Kobusingye adopted 12 children 
in Rwanda, becoming a single mom.// Photo by Abigail Cooper 
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Hannah Adams, HUA 

Kelsey Adams, HUA 

Kennedy Barden, HUG/HUF 

Cory Bates, HUA 

Lindsey Bender, HUA 

Kelsie Bryant, Transfer 

Molly Campbell, HUG/HUF 

Bethany Cobb, HUA 

Makensie Cobb, HIZ 

Abigail Coffey, HUF/HUG 

Charlie Collins, HUG/HUF 

Dawson Cumberland, Tran sf er 

Cole Custer, HUA 

Rebecca Dahm, HUG/HUF 

Virginia Davison, HIZ 

Katelyn Dawkins, HUA 

Emily Diles, HUG/HUF 

Hayley Ford, HIZ 

Jeffrey Frost. Internship 

Abbey Giboney, HUG/HUF 

Carsten Glass, HUA 

Braden Hammitt, HUA 

Victoria Hawkins, HUG/HUF 

Ryann Heim, HUA 

Katelyn Helms, HUG/HUF 

Jared Hutchinson, HUA 

Rachel James, HUA 

Adeline Johnson, HUG/HUF 

Kayde Johnson, HUG/HUF 



Sarah Kelly, HUG/HUF 

Zachary Kene, HUG/HUF 

Caralee Lynch, HUG/HUF 
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Dylan Maddox, HUA 

Camden Marshall, HUE 

Jessica McDonald, HUG/HUF 

Grady Moore, HUG/HUF 

Derek Nutt, Transfer 

Jacie Parker, HIZ 

Emma Price, HUA 

Elizabeth Ramsey, HUG/HUF 

Cody Rozell, Transfer 

Elaine Savage, HUA 

Vanessa Sheilds, HUA 

Payton Smith, HIZ 

Carlie Sobol , HUA 

Samantha Steed, HUE 

Hannah Stone, HUE 

James Thornton, HUA 

Coleman VanBrunt, HUG/HUF 

Isabel Waller, HUG/HUF 

Richard Ward, HUA 

Tatum Watson, HUG/HUF 

Ashley Webb, HIZ 

Loren Williams, HUA 

Whitney Williamson, HUG/HUF 

Rachel Wi ll is, HUE 

Shauna Yeager, Internship 
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