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From the first classes of freshman year to
graduation day, students undergo continuous
change. God molds us into the people that He
intends us to be, and the people who surround
us play a major role in the outcome. Our lives
intertwine through our likes and dislikes and how
we spend our time. We connect through music,

art, movies and many other things. God has
placed all of us here for a reason, and we strive to
find our purpose. The friendships that we build
with each other along the way will shape our
lives forever, and our unique personalities mesh
together to make Harding a temporary horne that
connects us all.

EDITOR CARLIE TACKER
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Having spent most of her life in Searcy, senior
communications sciences and disorders major
Emily Lincoln decided to spend the summer
before her final year of college at an internship
far-removed from the Harding bubble. She had
been intrigued by Alaska all her life, so she began

ch simply Googllng

Alaskan i i ternships. ‘

Lincoln’s initial search led hel dver
for an mternShip opportunity at the Alaskan
Wildlife Conservation Center in Portage, Alaska,

located beside the ski resort community of
Girdwood 40 miles south of Anchorage. The

170-acre refuge was dedicated to preserving
Alaskan wildlife through public educatic :
animal rehabilitation.

Though Lincoln was ecstatic about the posssblllty

of living in Alaska for the summer, her patrenhs ‘

needed convincing. Fortunately, instructor o

communication sciences and dlsordéfs Jan

Traughber had lived and worked in Alaska
for three summers in college. Traughber, who
attended church with Lincala famlly, offered"
them insight into the living
and what to expect.

“Emily is the youngest
think they were scared to death to put
an airplane and send her not only where t
have not been, but a place thousands of

,to g ’,5|gh5f*seemg On
‘the way. On another outing, she spotted p

and just so !

handled Qngqgng AW .
“as working the welcome center and gtft shop

Lincoln worked four t ek,
but in her free time she took

array of activities that Alaska hac

Abued y md R
of the trips
ent whale watching and saw 27 glac

“sealions, a mnpbackwhaleandaDaH%po .
 “Living in Alaska is
be explain

away,” Traughber said. “We were very honest ™ s

with them about some of the challenges that
she could face. | think that they
they knew somethmg about it and mre abl :
to parent her.”

With Traughber's assurance, Lincoln set out Ty

to live in Alaska for the summer. The 12-week
program brought students with a variety of majors
together from across the United $ i
and feeding the animals fell to i
animal sciences, while onts |
majors outside the sp
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Senior Kidron Cannon used his love of videography
to showcase the untold stories of those around
him. Photo by DJ Lawson

the many students went to college i in

of a career path, senior electronic me
product:on major Kidron Cannon knew w
he wanted to do from day one. For Cannon,
college acted as a steppingstone, helping to
guide him in the right direction and perfect
his natural talent of video storytelling. From
his freshman year forward, Cannon impressed
students and teachers alike with his videos,
particularly with his first submission to the
Harding 5-Minute Film Festival, an annual
showing of students’ short films.

"He put this video in as a freshman into
the festival of him doing this amazing parkour
stuff all over campus, and | was just in shock,”
Grant Dillion, adjunct professor and sponsor
of the 5-Minute Film Festival, said. “Normally
students will learn that kind of skill at college,
but he was coming to college already far
beyond most students, so | knew this was
somebody special.”

During his teenage years Cannon said he
began “messing with videography,” but it was
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videos for himself and began to work as
freelancer. Some of his work earned him
recognition and awards through various film
festivals, including first place for an extreme
umcyclmg video in “Local Hero Project,”
Chattanooga Film Festiva
was most proud of his thi
Broadcast Education Associa
a national contest for expe mer
Cannon'’s work varied in styie
on documentaries, wedding
his favorite film subject: extreme | pbrts
According to Cannon, Dillion served as an
influential mentor, helpmg develop his skills
and introducing him to new field equment

uction major, sard ”He does it
in a very creative way.’
Cannon published most of his work on his
YouTube channel, KidCannonTV. He hoped to
work for a profess;onal media company after
graduation, expressing a particular interest in -
- Red Bull Media House, a company focusing
n sports, culture and lifestyle.
“I love extreme sports. The only time | ever
re‘aﬂy get excited is when I'm doing something
dangerous “ Cannon said. “The things that |
-enjoy doing the most and watching the most
are what | enjoy filming the most.”
By Nakisha Milton
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JESSICA DAVIS

LIVING OUT A CHILDHOOD DREAM

Senior Jessica Davis had always dreamed
of working at Walt Disney World, but she
never expected it to happen. Spurred by
her dream, she attended an open character
audition with her sisters while on vacation
during Christmas break of 2012.

“We thought that would be awesome
because they were having one while we
were there,” Davis said. “So obviously
we thought we would just mark it off the
bucket list.”

She said that two weeks after beginning
the spring semester of her junior year,
she received a phone call to interview.
Following the interview, Disney offered
her a full-time position.

"| accepted the job after chapel,” Davis
said. "By 4 p.m. that day | had a list of nine
people with connections of people | could
stay with in Florida. | ended up using one
of them, and that was my connection in
finding a church. God literally provided

the whole time.”

admired her example of faith through her
experience at Disney.

"I feel like God just opened those doors
for her,” Amy said. “She had to move to a
new place where she didn’t know anyone
and get an apartment on her own. That
was just really cool, seeing her trust in God
through all that.”

Through her job, Jessica made three
special “friends:” Ariel, Merida and Anna.

“| started off hanging out with a mermaid,
who is a lot of fun,” Jessica said. “She was
the first friend | made, so she was really
special through the whole experience. About
a month later | met another friend named
Merida, and a lot of little boys think she's
cool because she does archery.”

Later, before the film “Frozen” was
released in theaters, Jessica became friends
with Anna and Elsa, both of whom proved
to be favorites at Disney.

Junior Kristina Kiser worked as a
PhotoPass photographer at Disney through
the Disney College Program. She said the

program enhanced her college experience
by allowing her to take classes provided
by Disney. However, she found her work
with Make-A-Wish children to be the most
rewarding.

"Getting to talk with them for even just a
few minutes and hearing their stories really
adds a very tender and special privilege
to my job,"” Kiser said.

Jessica also said her favorite part of
working at Disney was meeting the Make-
A-Wish children.

“I really liked working with the
Make-A-Wish kids who came through,
because that was when | felt like | was
really making a difference,” Jessica said.
“To be able to use that and help little kids
who are going through things little kids
should definitely not have to deal with —
just to see on their faces that whatever is
happening at home doesn’t matter, because
they are standing face-to-face with their
favorite character.”

By Elizabeth Harper

Jessica’s sister, sophomore Amy Davis,
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The stock market was no easy game,
and seniors Connor Merry and Will
Richter put much at stake every time
they played. Richter, a finance major,
said he first started playing the stock
market on his own before his junior
year. He had been looking for a way
to get involved in stock trading, but
it took reaching out to Nathan Green,
a sponsor for the men’s social club
Knights, to really get started.

“It was something | always thought
was interesting,” Richter said. “| never
really had the money for [it] or the
knowledge about it.”

Richter learned some stock market
basics from Green, but his own interest
carried him into a long-term hobby.
Richter said that after he began, he
talked Merry, a long-time friend, into
playing the stock market with him.

“| have known Connor forever,”
Richter said. “I think we both kind
of show the same interest, so when
he saw | was getting into it ... | really
started to get him interested.”

Merry, a math major with an
economics minor, said playing the stock
market became incredibly enjoyable

WILL RICHTER

CONNOR MERRY
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for him. While he started out as a
novice, Merry felt more confident in
his trading ability over time. He and
Richter looked for every opportunity
to learn more.

“We both [send] text messages back
and forth every time we either learn
a new term, read a book or watch a
video,” Merry said. “We kind of tell
the other one what we have learned,
and then we usually [discuss] it every
few nights.”

Merry and Richter invested in
various American and international
companies. They said they chose
companies that had an established
reputation, including technology-
related companies such as Candy's
Technology in China, or domestic
companies such as Yahoo.

Senior Jacob Turner, an accounting
major and friend of Merry and Richter,
said he also enjoyed researching and
learning about the stock market. Yet
while he occasionally offered advice,
Turner never invested his own money.
He said Merry and Richter were risk-
takers.

“Connor and Will are always thinking

TAG - TEAM INVESTORS

outside the box,"” said Turner. “That
is the thing that has made them go
after this, they are ... adventurous,
advantageous people, and they kind of
like to go against the flow of things.”

Merry and Richter planned on
continuing to trade on the stock
market, and they recommended it
to others. They also recommended
caution, however, because the stock
market could be dangerous without
the proper knowledge for managing
the risks.

By Tania Salgado




Seniors Connor Merry and Will Richter get together for a
business breakfast to review their stock portfolios.
Photo by Owen Brown
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Defying the predictions of numerous doctors, senior
Alex Raiford looked forward to a career in criminal justice.
Photo by Amanda Floyd
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ALEX RAIFORD

OVERCOMING A LIFETIME OF OBSTACLES

As a criminal justice major in his final
semester of undergraduate studies, senior
Alex Raiford had many questions about the
future on his mind, many of which were
questions of employment and professional
pursuits. Compared to Raiford’s past,
however, planning for the future seemed
like a luxury. When Raiford was 2 years old,
doctors diagnosed him with a dangerous
form of brain cancer, giving him an estimated
six months to live. During the same visit,
the family learned that Raiford’s right eye
was completely blind, and his left eye was
severely impaired.

While Raiford’s early cancer went into
remission within the next year, he was
diagnosed again at age 4. The new prognosis
was more optimistic; according to Raiford,
he was given approximately eight years,
but it seemed unlikely that he would live to
be a teenager. Against all odds, Raiford’s
cancer went into remission for a second
time. As he approached college graduation,
Raiford was in his 16th year of remission,
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though the lingering health issues of his
early childhood never disappeared.

“I have 82 tumors on my spine and neck,
two or three on my ribs, one on my femur,”
Raiford said. “I'm blessed to be alive.”

Raiford said he faced daily challenges
in the classroom and elsewhere, still
suffering from severe visual impairment
and chronic pain.

“| can't drive, so that's a big hindrance,”
Raiford said. “[I] can’t see anything on the
boards — even if I'm on the front row — to
take notes.”

Raiford rose to meet his challenges, and he
learned to rely upon his peers and teachers
daily. Borrowing notes and presentations,
Raiford worked to keep up in his classes.
According to Dr. B.J. Houston, chair of
the Criminal Justice Department, Raiford’s
enthusiasm and hard work established him
as an active member of the department.

“He has a definite love of the law,”
Houston said. “l can't tell you that I've
had any student who's more positive than

Alex is. | think it's his perseverance and his
positive attitude.”

Raiford’s friends and fellow students
also witnessed his attitude in the face of
difficult circumstances. Senior Silas Heffley
was impressed with how quickly Raiford
became familiar with those around him.

“Alex is one of those people who never
met a stranger,” Heffley said. “"He is just a
joy to be around.”

According to Raiford, his struggles were
not barriers to achievement but parts of a
valuable story that God used to influence
the community around him. Through his
contact with dozens of doctors and fellow
patients, Raiford sought to exemplify the
love of Christ and the ways in which it
overcame suffering.

“| know that no matter what happens,
God is in control,” Raiford said. “If one
person sees Jesus through me — through
my medical conditions — it's a success.”

By JP Baker
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Senior Jake Herridge put his engineering major to good :
use by creating boom boxes out of suitcases for people who

wanted music on the go. Photo by Owen Brown o
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At the beginning of his sophomore
year, senior Jake Herridge stumbled
across creative inspiration. Finding an
overpriced portable stereo in a shop
in Florida, he realized that he could
make his own for less than half of
the cost. After returning to campus,
Herridge shared the idea with his
roommate, senior Logan Horne, who
quickly jumped on board. From there
the idea began to take shape.

It took several tries for Herridge
to perfect the art of making portable
stereos. His studies in engineering
played a key role in the process.

“I've always liked electricity,”
Herridge said. “I've always been artsy.”

Herridge's first boom box consisted
of an old suitcase, three speakers, an
amplifier and a portable lithium
ion battery. Herridge did
not describe the building
process in technical terms,
however.

“"These
boom boxes
are pieces
ot art,”

Victoria Willis
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Herridge said. “You take music and
you take retro luggage, and you can
put it together ... and the result is just
magnificent.”

While Herridge created his “boom
cases” — as he called them — to sell
to others, he still developed a personal
connection with each individual creation.

“My favorite part is, once they're
finished, plugging them in and choosing
the first song to christen the boom
case,” Herridge said. "Every boom
case has its own personality.”

In the beginning, Herridge and
Horne used anything they could get
their hands on to build the boom boxes.
They ordered the sound equipment
online, hunted for vintage suitcases at
thrift stores and flea markets and even
used Horne's pocketknife to assemble
the first boom box. According to Horne,
they eventually gained access to the
science building’s jigsaw, saving the
trouble of cutting through suitcases
manually.

“Two suitcases completely dulled
my knife,” Horne said. “But it was
totally worth it.”

After perfecting their design, the

team took its product to market by
setting up a booth at the Harding
Bazaar during Spring Sing weekend,
giving half the proceeds to Searcy
Children’s Home. They also held a
raffle to give away a boom box for
free, blasting music through all five
suitcases to attract buyers.

“"Qut of all of the booths, we were
obviously the loudest,” Horne said.
“People would walk by and you could
tell people thought it was cool. They
had never seen it before.”

Senior Blake Allen was particularly
interested in the boom boxes. When
Allen wanted a boom box for his
wedding, Herridge was happy to teach
him to make his own. Allen quickly
began his own enterprise, adding his
own design touches and selling his
boomboxes through his Etsy shop.

“| like figuring stuff out — building
stuff with my hands,” Allen said. “If
there is something like that, | kind of
gravitate towards it.”

Herridge planned to work with both
Horne and Allen to sell the boom boxes
at the bazaar a second time in 2015.

By Carlie Tacker
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TRAVELING WITH A PURPUSE

When junior Caroline Reed was 16
years old, she traveled to more than 20
countries in six months. She was noton a
reality television game show, she did not
win the vacation lottery, and she was not
trying to “find herself.” She went with her
family, just because.

Reed's parents, who both loved to travel,
were inspired to take the trip as a result
of a reflective conversation. Lori Reed,
Caroline’s mother, said they realized how
short life was, how little they had traveled
as a family and how quickly their children
were growing up.

“We value something other than being
on the treadmill of everyday life,” Lori said.
“We just wanted to get off of the treadmill
and value each other.”

For such a large-scale trip to happen,
several things needed to fall into place.
According to Caroline, the details with her
father’s job worked out exactly as needed.
Her mother's boss encouraged the trip, and
the private school the children attended
was willing to work with them. On Jan. 9,
2010, the Reed family left the U.S. for the
trip of a lifetime.

“One thing about my family is that
we aren't very good at planning ahead,”
Caroline said. “So we pretty much went
with only our plane tickets, knowledge of
where we were going to go and our first

night's hostel booked in New Zealand.
That's just how we roll.”

Caroline said that although her family
was relatively close before the trip, they
bonded on a deeper level during those
six months.

“We got very close very quickly,” Caroline
said. "We were together 24/7, so we had
to learn how to work together. | couldn’t
just run off to my room and be mad about
something or cry, because there was no
‘my room.” We were all in the same room,
and we just had to learn how to handle
our anger — handle being upset and deal
with each other.”

They visited countries like Greece,
Cambodia, Thailand and Turkey. Caroline
said she has always had a love for history
and that being able to experience the history
of each country first-hand was something
she would never forget.

“Traveling is so eye-opening, and | think
it's one of the best learning experiences,”
Caroline said. “There's no better way to
learn about the world than to travel. You
can sitin a classroom all day, but traveling
is hands-on. You get to be there and
understand the culture because you've
lived in it.”

They also visited India, Uganda, Kenya,
Rwanda and Israel. Lori said the intention of
the trip was to expose the family to places

and things they had never experienced.

"It wasn't a long vacation — it was
living life in different places and letting
that influence us,” Lori said. “A lot of the
places we chose came from thinking about
our family values. We thought about what
we wanted our kids to see and why we
wanted them to see it. We intentionally
chose things and places that would make
us uncomfortable.”

Junior Toria Parrett, one of Caroline’s
friends, witnessed the growth in Caroline
after her return.

“That whole trip was a life-changing
experience for her, and you can tell that
when she speaks,” Parrett said. “Travel is
something that develops her. It changes
anyone, but it's such a passion of hers,
and it's something she loves so much
that it brings out the best in her. People
always ask, 'Where do you get your energy
from?’ and | think travel is where Caroline
gets hers.”

The Reed family took a risk and did
something radical, but Caroline said she
would do it again in a heartbeat.

“It's crazy,” Caroline said. “I think about
it now, and | think, ‘We were totally insane.’
But it was so worth it. If anybody wanted
to do it, | would definitely encourage them
to. This is a once-in-a-lifetime experience.”
By Rachel Brackins
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Dropping everything to see the world on a six-
month journey, junior Caroline Reed traveled to
20 different countries with her family, staying with
missionaries along the way.
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Junior Rachel Gosser’s mass group texts and
cheerful personality made her a constant source of
encouragement to those around her.
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Junior David Brooker prepares to take a half-court shot
‘at Midnight Madness in the Rhodes Fieldhouse on Oct.
14. Brooker received half-price tuition for the 2015 spring
semester and was featured in Sports lllustrated’s "Extra
Mustard” online newsfeed. Photo by DJ Lawson
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DAVID BROOKER

On Oct. 14, junior David Brooker made
a half-court shot for half-price tuition at
Midnight Madness in the Rhodes Fieldhouse.
Brooker said that the high school girl
originally chosen for the half-court shot
decided not to take it, so he volunteered
to take the ticket and shoot instead.

“] went down there just trying to get
into the whole night of Midnight Madness
and pump up the crowd,” Brooker said.
" wasn't really thinking about making the
half-court shot but just having a good time
down there. | felt pretty confident ... but |
got really nervous when | was looking at the
goal. That's when | was like, ‘This is real.””

Head coach Jeff Morgan said it was the
first time anyone had made the half-court
shot since the tradition began 20 years ago.

"We're always hoping someone makes
it, and we've been hoping for years,”
Morgan said. “It's just one of those things
that was due. It was time.”

Morgan was standing with some of the
men'’s basketball team when Brooker took

the shot. According to Morgan, many of
the players knew Brooker, and they were
eager to rush onto the court to celebrate.

“All of a sudden, here comes the crowd
carrying him off on their shoulders,”
Morgan said. "It was almost as if all of that
had been built up for 20 years, and then
there was 20 years worth of celebration
taking place on that spot. It was almost as
if he had made a shot to win the national
championship.”

Brooker's half-court shot made headlines
in newspapers and on news stations in
about 25 different states. The story was
even featured on Sports lllustrated’s “Extra
Mustard” online newsfeed.

"It started with the Daily Citizen, and
then it went to local news stations in
Arkansas,” Brooker said. “Then | got an
email from someone who works with the
public relations office who said there are
like 30 clips of me going around the country
in like 20 different states, and | was really
shocked about that.”

Being featured on news networks as far
away as California was exciting, but Brooker
focused more on the immediate value
of half-price tuition. He said he planned
to save the extra money for the future,
particularly for his wedding in January.
Brooker’s fiancée, junior Madison Teague,
said she was not at Midnight Madness
when he made the shot.

"I had fallen asleep by the time he made
it, and so when he tried to call, | ignored
it,” Teague said. "He called a second
time, and | could barely hear him over all
the screaming. | knew he told me, but |
didnt realize how big of a deal it was until
the next morning when | watched all the
videos on social media.”

While Teague was disappointed to have
missed the experience, she appreciated
what it meant for Brooker's future and her
own. According to her, it could not have
come at a better time, and it could not
have happened to a better person.

By Elizabeth Harper
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FULL - TIME MINISTER,

FULL -

While a full-time student, junior Bible and
preaching major Easton Cook paid his way through
college with a position as a full-time youth minister
over 150 miles from Harding.

Growing up in Ozark, Missouri, Cook attended
Southside Church of Christ. Six years later, after
an internship at the Bernie Church of Christ in
Bernie, Missouri, he was hired to be their full-time
youth minister.

"He did an outstanding job when he came in,”
the church’s head minister Stan Dauck said. “Easton
came in and taught the class to the teenagers, and
our teens came out of the class and said, 'You've
got to hire this guy — he is really good.” We met
and interviewed with him, and he had the maturity
and the ability that we were looking for.”

The church had about 180 members, and Dauck
said that the youth group included as many as 35
teenagers at any given time. One member of
that youth group, freshman Andrew Mason,
later came to Harding and became Cook’s
roommate.

“One thing that | really admire about
Easton is that, as a youth minister,
he obviously tells us a lot and
tells us a lot to do, but now
that we're roommates | get a
new perspective of him,”
Mason said. “He hasn't

TIME STUDENT

changed — he’s still the person that he was as my
youth minister, and he takes his own advice."”

During Cook’s time with the youth group at
Bernie, at least six teens were baptized, convincing
him that his hard work made a difference. However,
balancing his obligations was not always easy, and
the high points of the job were countered by some
more difficult times.

"I would say that balancing is a lot like juggling,”
Cook said. “Once my ministry is up in the air, my
school seems to be in my hand, but as soon as |
realize my ministry is coming down quick, I've got
to throw the other one up.”

Mason attested to Cook’s work ethic, saying
that he faced many sleepless nights. Despite the
lack of rest, Cook only wished his two jobs were
closer in distance.

“I want both,” Cook said. “I'm still doing well in
school, and | will continue to keep my grades up,
but | can't just abandon the youth group altogether.”

Cook organized events, taught classes, preached
at his congregation and even signed up to speak in
chapel. Though he loved his work with the Bernie
youth group, Cook did not plan to be a youth
minister forever, but he hoped to become a public
speaking figure at church events. Dauck and Mason
agreed that Cook had a natural gift for speaking
and that his future included endless possibilities.

By Nakisha Milton
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COOKING AND

Though sophomore Sterling Merritt grew
up with a love for cooking, he had little
professional experience. However, his simple
hobby began growing into a business after he
and senior Morgan Crenshaw made a friend’s
birthday cake. Neither had ever taken a class,
but Merritt made up for the lack of experience
by asking friends in the culinary field for tips.

“It just started off when we were doing
small things for ourselves — cooking dinner
for ourselves, experimenting with different
things — and then we went into dessert,”
Merritt said.

According to Crenshaw, the enterprise grew
from cooking for themselves and for friends
to catering for paying customers. Merritt said
he and Crenshaw decided to label their new
catering business “Mazuuba” — Tongan for
“sunrise.” However, due to a typing error,
the team ended up with 1,000 business cards
which read “Mazuumba.” They decided to
keep the misspelled name.

Although he began cooking as a pastime, sophomore
Sterling Merritt quickly made a business out of the hobby.
Photo by Amanda Floyd

CREATING

The name gave the business special meaning
for Merritt, a native of Kalomo, Zambia. He
knew a restaurant owner in Zambia who kept
children there off the streets by teaching
them culinary skills and giving them jobs in
his restaurant.

"|f someone is into crime violence, instead
of using his knife to kill people or stab people,
he can use his knife to cook and create,” Merritt
said. “There are just a lot of good things that
you can do with cooking.”

The most complicated order the team filled
was a cake for senior Tasha Mercury's surprise
birthday party. Mercury said her friends at the
party thought the cake had been professionally
made.

"It was very beautiful,” Mercury said. “As
a matter of fact, | just recently threw away the
top tier. | kept it for a whole year as if it was
a wedding anniversary cake.”

Merritt said that though he and Crenshaw

occasionally clashed because of creative
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differences, they learned to compromise for
the sake of their customers.

“"We're both perfectionists in our own
ways,” Merritt said. “We get frustrated, and
then we drop the knives, and then we pout
and go to our own corners for a few seconds.
And then we're like, ‘Okay, we promised this
person we'd get this cake done,’ so we go
back and do the cake again.”

Crenshaw said maintaining the catering
business alongside school was stressful, but
she and Merritt worked well together.

"Cooking is something where you work
so hard on it, and you pretty much see the
immediate result,” Crenshaw said. “You see
after you're done that it’s right there and
[think], "Wow, | did all of that.'”

Connecting with a friend through catering,
Merritt learned not only culinary skills and
business sense but also the value of teamwork
and compromise.

By Daniel Casella
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A DIFFERE

Sophomore Bryce Mitchell discovered his
love for mixed martial arts by chance when he
joined a gym that offered MMA training. From
that day forward, he passionately pursued a
career as a professronai MMA fighter.

MMA, a form of wrestling and boxing,

mcorporated fighting styles such as karate,
kickboxing and judo. In some cases, ﬁghtersk .
 prepared themselves using Greco-Roman
techniques and other traditional skills. Mitchell
trained in all of these disciplines every day
that he was able. His love for the sport was“

V,dnven by pure artistry.

~"It's not just athleticism,” M|tcheH satd .
s really art; it's really poetry; it's really
“sculpture. It's really that type of thing where

everybody has their own techmque I really‘
consider myself a type of artist.”
Mitchell’s roommate and friend, senior

Kidron Cannon, followed his training and
career from the begmmng of their friendship.

Cannon met Mitchell in Brackett Library,

I 1438
PEOPLE

NT KIND OF

‘and Mitchell spent many months produ
* promotional videos for Mitchell's fights, whic
he hoped would win him sponsors to support

ARTIST

Where he noticed Mitchell’s “cauliflower
ears,” which many wrestlers and fighters
obtain by taking multiple hits to the ears.

‘Cannon asked Mitchell if he fought, and the
two quickly became friends. Cannon even
used his multimedia talents to shoot a short

documentary about Mitchell's passion.

~ "The thing he's best at is getting peop'l‘el ,

to the ground and keeping them there,”

‘Cannon said. “All of his wins have either
been submissions or [techmcal knockouts] .
;UFC " Romero said. ”

= and he holds three title belts. After Harding,
~_everyone is gomg to wnsh they had known
‘that kid.” ‘

Mitchell planned to leave Hardmg in

November 2014 to pursue fighting in the fro
Ultimate Flghtmg Championship, the larges ili

MMA promotion company in the world. C

his professaonal career. .

| like hitting people; I like slammmg ther
like the art of ftghtmg L

provided for all the fighters to do their bes

" ’?arts his

“The dream is: get to the UFC and make
a living,” Mitchell said. “I'm gonna do me
whether people like it or not. | like fighting;

According to senior Jessica Romero a
fellow MMA fighter, Mitchell had the best
attitude of anyone at the gym. She appreoated
his encouragement and the motivation he

I have no doubt Bryce will make it to the V
ey’d be Iucky to have

him fighting for them - o
Mitchell’s dream of ga UFC fnghtera ~

'hedfora youngman

, competitionand
ifolg great success.

leadershlip prepa
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VILDE NORDSETH

FINDING A FAITH

Sophomore Vilde Nordseth came from
Norway to Murfreesboro, Tennessee, as
an exchange student during her junior
year of high school. Having previously
traveled to the U.S. on various vacations
and trips, she had always wanted to be
an exchange student. She said she could
remember counting down the days until
her return to the states on July 1, 2011,
the start of her exchange program.

"I was so excited to be an exchange
student for a whole year,” Nordseth said.
“It was living the dream for me.”

Nordseth’s host family lived in Smyrna,
Tennessee, and she quickly discovered
that they were Christians. Nordseth said
that while she was not a Christian, she
wanted to respect her host family by
attending their church service at Smyrna
Church of Christ.

"I came into the church, and everyone
was so loving,” Nordseth said. "I just
realized that it was so different than
anything | have experienced before. It
was like coming to Harding for the first
time. There was so much love and it just
made me ask, 'Why?'"

Initially resistant to the idea of God,
Nordseth began to talk with her host

family about faith.

“After a while, | decided to stop and
listen,” Nordseth said. “l was just so
impressed by what they knew."”

After six months in the U.S., Nordseth
decided to be baptized in January 2012.
Though she was scared to return to Norway
and talk about her faith with her parents,
friends and classmates, Nordseth said
she overcame her fear by sharing her
testimony in a small church setting before
going home.

"] got this fire to want to tell it to
everyone,” Nordseth said. "l knew | had
to prepare and get ready to talk to my
friends about this and tell them about
Christ.”

Junior Katelyn Shelton said that when
she first met Nordseth, she could see in
her eyes that she was eager to spread
the word of God.

"It is so clear how God is using her to
spread his word through her open heart
and zeal for Christ,” Shelton said. “She
said that God kept her busy while she
was in Norway waiting to come back to
America for college.”

According to Nordseth, however, her
time in Norway proved difficult.

"“Every day felt like | was heading up
the battlefield,” Nordseth said. “| would
come home worn down and to my non-
Christian family, and it was just tough, but
God gave me so much strength and made
me grow so much in that year. He gave
me great opportunities to share about
Jesus even in the midst of that struggle.”

The struggles Nordseth experienced at
home led her to seek a safe place for her
spiritual and educational development.
She decided to attend school at Harding,
where she flourished in the Christian
environment.

Amy Baker, instructor of communication
sciences and disorders, said Nordseth was
always asking questions and expressed
excitement and interest in class discussions.
She valued her input as a student and as
a Christian example.

“She was very real, positive and
encouraging to all those around her,
Baker said. “She had this light that [shone]
through her, and it was unmistakable.”

Nordseth said she did not want to lose
sight of her true goals: not only to have
the ultimate college experience but also
to achieve the ultimate spiritual growth.

By Taylor Gleaves
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