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WORDS Leslie fim1klin I I SECTION Kendra Stevenson 

Learning didn't stop at the edge of campus . For about 48 percent of Harding students, the opportunity 
arose to go beyond the classroom and across the globe. Students traveled to over 40 countries 
throughout the course of the year in order to expand their horizons. From study abroad programs to 
mission trips , there were many ways for students to explore and connect with different cultures all over 
the globe. 
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When juniors Gracie Tucker, Bailey Warpula and 
bby Feenstra s igned up for Harding l niversity in Latin 

Am rica (HUL ), they did n t realize that earthquakes were 

a part of the package. Throughout the spring 2017 semester, the group 

experienced a variety of earthquake , a, \veU as after hocks. While on the 

trip student rayed in Roca Blanca, an apartment complex located on 
the Pacific coast in Chile. 

During one of the fir r earthquakes, Tucker was itting in her living 

room with her roommates. They felt everything shake around them but 

were confu ed at what to d since many of them had never experienced 

an earthquake before. 

"\Y/e started to feel it, and we looked up," Tucker said. "Then we looked 

back [down]. \Xie looked up again at each other, and were like, 'Wait, do 

we need to be doing something?" 

Feen tra wa also in the apartment when the magnitude 5.0 earthquake 

occurred. 

"[When] we realized we were in an earthquake, l was freaked out," 

eenstra aid. 

Most of the earthquakes the HULA group experienced were just small 

in cale, ranging from magnitudes 4.~ to 5.0 on the Richter scale; h wever, 

they also experienced an earthquake that registered at a magnitude 6.9. 

arpula wa in a corner. tore in t ,,·n when the earthquake hit. 

"E erything started shaking really badly," '.; arpula said. ''The monitor 

in the store started shaking, and the ceiling fans looked like they were 

about to come out of the ceiling. You could hear drinks and bottles 
clinking - it was really loud." 

Warpula's fir t thought wa to run outside, which she later learned wa 

the wor t thing to d . The local all scrambled to the doon.vay, which wa 

the afe t place to stand during the earthquake b cause that was where the 

building was the mo t stable. \1 arpula quickly followed suit, aware that 
the locals knew " hat to do. 

"I felt like I needed to crouch down and cover my head," arpula 
said. "I just felt so powerless." 

The group al o experienced a magnitude 7 .1 earthquake o n April 24, 

2017, which caused a tsunami warning in the area. Feen tra was walking 

out of the clas room and heading back to her apartment._ hen it happened. 

" I booked it back inside, and all of u were just huddled together," 

Feenstra aid. " \1 e were under the door frame, my suitemate were under 

a cable and my other suitemates were hiding under some other door frame. 
e were all just freaking out." 

ven though the group was terrified of the earthquakes, they still 

found ways to be thankful, and none from the group were hurt. 

' 'When the big earthquake ended and no one was harmed, I felt a sigh 
of relief," Feenstra aid. 

HULA visits Peru during heir time in South America in spring 2017. They had the opportunity to take a ride 
on he Amazon River on May 27, 2017. II Photo courtesy of Bronson Crabtree 

S udents take pictures of Fitz Roy, a mountain in Patagonia, Chile, to remember their time abroad. During the 
first part of the spring 2017 semester, HULA visited Patagonia, Chile, on March 1, 2017. II Photo courtesy 
of Bronson Crabtree 

Several earthquakes made for an interesting semester in Vina del Mar, Chile. Junior Bailey Warpula 
discovered he door frame of a building 1s the safest place to stand during an earthquake while she was at the 
come-store in Vina del Mar, Chile, during a magnitude 6 .9 earthquake. II Photo courtesy of Bronson Crabtree 
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A NEW WAY TO WALK 
HUE STUDENTS ATTEND 

REFORMATION CELEBRATION 
WORDS Pres/~• Ni . .....-011 I I PHOTOS Jim 1iller Abigail Cooper 



B
oth Harding University England (HUE) and Harding's main 
campus r membered the b ginning of the Pr te. rant Reformation 

movement on Oct. 31, 2017. the 50 lth anniver ar of ~lanin Luther's 

posting f his 95 Theses. 
n CL 1 , rudenrs at Hl1E attended a Reformation walk in London in hon r 

of the anniYer ary. The rudem. b<::gan the ~.-alk b~ It. cening t ) a lecrure n Martin 

Luther and ho\,. his aca n. and the actton-. of other. led to th Rd rmation. 

ccording to .ophomore I lannah , .. i.e. ,,·h attendee.I the walk tudenc 

noted place around Lone.Ion that they would _-p1cally pa . ,nthout re,-iew. They 

aw tatue , lar)dmark . churche nc.l othe:: bmldm , all \\'hilc bemg told t rie 

about Reformer.' re. timoru . an I ho,,· that applied to mod rn hri. tianity. 

"The torie \\'tr so mO\·ing," \'fi, said. ·'They made u feel empO\vered, 

humble thankful and bk. .ed. 1t was . urr ·al [to) actuaU~ see and rand at the 

place where so m,tny things happened that changed our world." 

phomore amanrha teed aim ,,enr on the walk, and she learned that 

some great people chdn'r initiall seek to cha nge the ,,·orkl. 

" l\fartin Luther put the 95 These: on the church door b ·cau e he wanted 

pe pie t discu , hat he ~-as ha, 111g a problem with,". tee I ·aid.' He had no 

idea he wa changing the \\'Odd. GoJ an and doe u.e the 'imaUe t thin 

make the bigge t impacr:• 
n Hardin main campus, . cudt:nt. remembered the Reformation during 

a week in chapel 

Dr. Kevin oun blood, a ociate pr r f Hebre,;: and Bible, wa a force 

behind this week and helped to organize the theme with Pre idem D r. cl.arty 

and Dr. Monte x, professor of Bible and religion. 

Y ungbl d li ted three reason ,,; hy he believed it wa important t com­

mem rate the Refi rmation in chapel. 

' 'The first i [that] the Reformari n ha had uch a profound impact on we tern 

civilization, Y ungblood aid. 'It' ju tan amazingly influential movement that 

ha denned me of the hallmark of we tern culture." 

ccording co ungblood, the Reformation wa imp ream to Harding 

becau e it impacted the \X'e t religiou ly and the nurner u den mination that 

de,·el ped as a re ult. 

'To under tand it all you ha\'e to kn w , hat happened and how it contrib­

ut d t the extreme! · plintered and divided nature of Prote cant hri tianity ' 

ungbl od aid. "[The] third rea on i becau e of Harding it elf and Harding' 

identification with hurche of hri t." 

oungbl d sp ke m re ab ut chi topic, aying the Reformative directly 

affected Harding's heritage and tl1e faith fit cuden t b dy. 
" e've een ur elve as kind of popping into the religiou c ntext of 

America with ut th ught of what preceded u , but we ar in fact very much 

a pr duct of the Prote cane Re~ rmation and chi i an attempt to rai e our 

of how we're being influenced b ' and how we're part of chi larger 
oun blood aid. 

I 
Merrbers o' he ,stooca honor soc ety Ph, Alpha The a hang Martin Luther's 95 Theses on the bell (Nll8r ne o Kendall Hall on 
0c. 31, 2017, or tne 500 h anniversary o the beginning of the Protestant Reformation. Professors from the Bible department 
spoke on e reforma ion 1n chapel Oct 23-27, 2017. II Photo by Ab1ga1I Cooper 

Harding University 1n England (HUE) attends a Reformation Walk at Westminster Abbey on Oct. 31, 2017. The group celebrated 
Martin Luther's posting of the 95 Theses on the 500th anniversary of the event. II Photo courtesy of Jim Miller 

HUE attends St. Mary Woolnoth church 1n London, England, on Oct. 31, 2017. This was where John Newton, the author of the 
hymn "Amazing Grace: a d fi/1lliam Wilberforce -central figure 1n Harding Read 2016 - me II Photo courtesy of Jim Miller 
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During their time in Florence, students stay at the Villa, Harding's campus 
in Italy where students live and take classes during the semester. They 
had many opportunities to visit the Duomo and other local attractions in 
Florence, Italy, during fall 2017. II Photo courtesy of Grant Schol 

The Parthenon is located in Athens, Greece, and is a main attraction of 
the Greece leg of the HUG/HUF fall 2017 semester. Students visited the 
Parthenon on the Acropolis which overlooks the entirety of Athens during 
their time in Greece in fall 2017. II Photo courtesy of Silas Heffley 

THE BEST OF 
B TH WORLDS 

· WORDS Emi!J L'r?'heeless I I PHOTOS Grant chol 6 Silas H effley 

In fall 2017, 40 students embarked on a new study abroad 
program, which combined the Harding University in Greece (H G) 
trip and the Harding Univer ·ity in Florence (H 'F) trip. This allowed the 

students to see what made each program so special. 
Sophomore Coleman Van Brun t wa · one of the student o n the first 

H G / H F trip and felt the exrenence was similar to other stud y abroad 

programs, simply because o f the traY ling. 
''A rule [I] had on the trip was to try eveq thing at least once," anBrunt 

said. "I was nervous about the big change of lea ing everything at home, 
but having friends who I admire and can always keep me laughing made any 

one of the multiple sites , e visi ted feel like home." 
When the students started their time in Greece, they were able to follow 

Paul's missionary journey throughout the country. In addition t tho e trips, 
the group went into thens and visited the Parthenon, Mars Hill, Olympic 
location and other well-known tourist sites. ne weekend, students were 
allowed to pack their bags, fl y and free-travel wherever they wanted to g . 
Clay Beason, director f the HUG program, spoke about the affordability 

of traveling in Greece. 
"Students can fl y in xp nsively in and out of thens," Bea on said." ome 

flight are as low as 50 round trip." 
The fir t half of the trip wa focused on th H G porti n of the trip, 

and the second portion captured the highlights of HUF. The transitional 
trip between HUG / HUF was a week-long trip to Israel where the students 
visited many Biblical historic ites. fter leaving Israel, Robert Shackelford, 
director of H F, took the student to Rome and then to Florence, where 
the student stayed for the remainder of the trip. 

The H portion of the trip " as filled with visits to many historic 
museum , churche and cities including aples, an Girnignano, iena, Pisa 
and others. The students were able to have cultural exchanges all across Italy. 

"We were super happy to work with director Clay and Loren Beason 
on this new idea and program," hackelford said. " I followed their progress 
on lnstagram, prayed for them and was excited when they joined us after a 
little over a month." 

During the three months a'-i ay from Searcy, the students also took part 
in classes. While at HUG, the students studied and visited sites for their 
humanities course, fir t ancient civilizations and then the Greek and Roman 
history. When they got to HUF, they continued their study of Roman history, 
art, philosophy and moved on to the Medieval and Renaissance periods. 

" oing to either program, or in this case combining the programs, 
really gives tudents and visiting faculty a gl bal perspective," Beason said. 
" tudents come inc ntact with different cultures and religions. It is definitely 
an impacting experience in pursuit of integrating faith, learning and Ii ing. " 
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tv y favor.le rr.emory here was during Carnevale. My friends and I each bought masks 
and JOi ed 1n on the celebration. I will always remember that night because of the way 
he lia!ians er1braced us and helped us feel a part of heir vivacious culture." I 

"Paris is a dream. Everything I had seen in 'Gossip Girl' and 'Julie 
& Julia' was spot on. The people of Pans are glamorous and 
cook the most amazing food. Everywhere around me was filled 
with beauty and was familiar in some way.' 

Photo by Taryr. Foster// Location: Venice, Italy Photo by Katelyn Williams// Location: Pans, France 

"Without a doubt, Iceland was mos incredible place we wen on ree 
memory from Iceland was getting to see he Northern Ugh s he firs 
Photo by Luke Diles// Loca ion: Gulfoss, Iceland 

·1 remember the own being so tranquil and quie , nestled so comfortably between moun a1ns and 
water. I'll never orge he beauty of his pie uresque Aus nan VIiiage • 
Photo by Morgan Taylor// Location: Hallsta , Austria 
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FACES OF 
HANDS-ON 

HIZ PROVIDE 
EXPERIENCE 

WORDS Josiah Abnry I I PHOTOS Makenzie Cobb 

For the students at Harding in Zambia (HIZ) in the fall 2017 
semester, a normal homework load included caring for up to 100 clinic 

patient in a day. Every fall, Harding sent students to study and learn practical 

medical mission at the amwianga mis ion in Zambia. tudents participated 

in a\\ ide range of clinic roles: everything from lab work to assisting childbirths. 

ophomore Hayley Ford commented on her fa orite parts of working in 

the clinic. 

"Working in the clinic gave me so much insight into third world medicine and 

ministry," Ford said. "[I] watched the physical and spiritual side of healthcare 

collide, and I experienced God working through his servants to heal bodies 

while spreading his kingdom." 

phomore fakensie Cobb attended HlZ during fall 2017 and was thankful 

for the variery of cases she aw in the clinic. 

"Working in the clinic gave me so much in ight into third world medicine 

and ministry," Ford said. "My favorite experience in the clinic was witnessing 

a beautiful baby enter the world. Watching the miracle of life take place made 

me feel incredibly close to God." 

While Cobb worked in the clinic, she could see God in countless ways. 

"We are there to learn from the workers and see what medicine looks like 

in a developing country," Cobb said. ''We fill in wherever they need us. ome 

of u sit in on creening patients, some work in the lab, ome work in physical 

therapy [and] ome count pills in pharmacy." 

The ability to learn at the amwianga mi sion meant playing a much more 

hands-on role in many of the activities that most pre-med students must wait 

to see in medical school. 

•~ e get to clean wounds, give shots, give examinations, help start IV , pull 

teeth, help do teeth fillings, run lab work, sit [in] on surgeries [andl as ist with 

[delivery]," Cobb said. "Ail of this was with the lead rship and supervision of 

our professors." 

tudents lean don Christian values to guide them to be enthu iastic about 

the career they have chosen, according to sophomore Ginni Davison. 

cc~ e learned how to show Christ's love to others wh are hurting through 

holistic care," Davidson said. " I will be able to use what I learned back in the 

states to mold me into a health care provider one day." 

I 
Harding in Zambia (HIZ) students at the Namwianga Mission Zonal Health Centre volunteer with several workers 

and care for the citizens in the villages in Kalomo, Zambia, on Nov. 2, 2017. The students had the opportunity to 

assist with surgeries and births while at HIZ during fall 2017. // Photo courtesy of Makensie Cobb 

Sophomores Hayley Ford, Ali Davidson, and Makensie Cobb, and freshman Ashley Webb learn from Ba 

Bernadette, Ba Lewiny and Ba Naomi at the Namwianga Mission Zonal Health Centre. Many of the clinical officers 

worked as physical therapists and dentists. // Photo courtesy of Makensie Cobb 
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H UA VIS ITS HOBBITO N 
WORDS Katie West I I PHOTOS Elaine Savage 

H 
arding's Australasia program (HUA) did not lack in breathtaking 
views and amazing experiences on their trip in fall 2017, as the students 

. cruised to the Bay ofislands , traveled to the Great Barrier Reef and explored 
amazing places like the Sydney Opera House and the Taj Mahal. In addition to their 

usual travels, the HUA group added o ne more trip to their program. 
For the first time since the program began, the fall 2017 group explored Hobbiton, 

a set from "The Lord of the Rings" movies in Auckland , New Zealand. The se t 
depicted the rolling hill s and quaint underground "hobbit holes" of the Shire, the 

homeland of several main characters. 
Dr. Jeffrey Hopper, dean of international programs, along with Pam Little, 

program director for HUA, decided to add Hobbiton to the t rip. Hopper said it 

was an easy decision to make. 
"Each year, more and more HUA students went there o n their own to see 

[Hobbiton] ," Hopper sa id. "So many went that Pam Little and I just decided to 

include it in the HUA program." 
For some of the students, like sophomore Elaine Savage, this was a long-awaited 

trip. When Savage was in middle school, she watched "The Lord of the Rings" for 

the first time and did research on where the movie was filmed. 

"From the eighth grade , I had the dream to go to New Z ealand and visit the 
place where they filmed the movies," Savage said. "So, this is all actually a dream 
come true for me. It was like stepping into a whole new world - the same feeling 

you get at Disney World or Harry P otter World." 
Initially, not everyone was as thrilled with the detour. Sophomore Loren Williams 

had never read the books or seen the movies. However, other students' excitement 

helped pique her interes t. Once they made it to H obbiton , Williams was glad they 
visited because she saw the magic o f the location. 

"The hobbit holes were so colo rful and small , and we learned just how much 

detail is put into making them look like a hobbit lives there," Williams said . 
Freshman Lindsey Bender found it very easy to fa ll in love with the beauty of 

not only Hobbiton, but New Zealand as well. 

"Anything you do in New Zealand and anywhere you go, you will be surrounded 
by breathtaking views and fall in love with what is around you," Bender said. "Being 
able to tour the set of such a prominent and amazing movie series made the sights 
extra special." 

I 
Harding University in Australasia (HUA) visits Hobbiton, a set from "The Lord of the Rings" in Auckland, New Zealand, on Sept. 19, 2017. 
This was the fi rst year the group visited the movie set as a part of the program.// Photo courtesy of Elaine Savage 

HUA visits sites in New Zealand , Australia and India during each fall semester including Coronet Peak on Oct. 3, 2017. The fall 2017 group 
left on Sept. 15 , 2017, and headed straight to Auckland, New Zealand, to see Hobbiton. // Photo courtesy of Elaine Savage 

The set for "The Lord of the Rings" in Auckland, New Zealand , draws tourists from around the globe, inc luding HUA students who visited 
on Sept. 19, 201 7. Students explored the detailed hobbit holes, lush gardens and enjoyed refreshments in the Green Dragon Inn. 
// Photo courtesy of Elaine Savage 
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tBAL VISIONS 
I Stonehenge 111 Wiltshire, England 

Harding University in England 
Photo by Aaron Alexander 

I Svinafellsjokull glacier in Iceland 
Harding University in England 
Photo by Hannah Wise 




