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Mona Trickey dismantles a light switch. Trickey was one of the freshmen
who helped tear down a garage during Student Impact's community
service project. Photo by Brian Hendricks.
Katie Dixon and Ryan Holl is enjoy a conversation on the Administration
Building steps. The Administration Building steps were home to many
conversations and student gatherings. Photo by Aaron Gillihan.

Pass me the ball. During Student
Impact, freshmen, transfers and
upperclassmen participated in
games and activities that brought
them closer to one another. Photo
by Aaron Gillihan.
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Opening

"But those who wait on the Lord shall renew their
strength; they shall mount up with wings like eagles,
they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not
faint" (Isaiah 40:31).
Each new school year is accompanied by its own
changes, adventures and stresses. To predict the outcome at the beginning would be a difficult task and yet,
at an established university with a mission like that of
Harding, one year is pretty much like any other - the
base is solid because its foundation is built on a Person
who is "the same yesterday, today and forever."
In spite of its sameness, however, each year realizes
some change - new construction; new faces of faculty,
staff and students; new programs; and curriculum
changes. An older building is remodeled and construction begins on a new one. A class of seniors who
graduated is replaced by a class of new freshmen from
all around the United States and many other nations.
Transfers enroll to replace the students who decided not
to return. Faculty return from academic leave, and new
ones join the ranks. New athletic fields allow more
playing time and better competition. New courses
better prepare students for pre-professional programs
and careers.
Just sing it! Chi Omega Pi, TNT,
Zeta Rho and Friends give the
Spring Sing audiences "Just What
They've Been Waiting For" during
their winning performance in the
1996 Spring Sing show. Photo by
Aaron Gillihan.

Opening
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Adventures - new, scary ones and renewed, exciting
ones -faced the administration, faculty and students as
they launched into the 73rd chapter of the Harding
story. Fiber-optic computer networks had to be conquered. Seniors registered with the Career Planning
and Placement Center to begin interviews for job
searches. Freshmen made choices about whether to
join a social club and which one to pursue. All adjusted
to roommates, living arrangements, classes and teachers.
The stresses of college life accompanied these changes
and adventures. Some stemmed from having to finally
decide a major. Others grew from lack of rest as
students postponed the inevitable study sessions only to
end up spending long hours in the library. Conversations with a hurting friend and the breakup of dating
relationships contributed extra pressure. Struggles
with development of personal faith in God seemed to
underlie all the other sources of stress.
As these changes, adventures and stresses found
their resolution in the hope of eternal life, members of
the Harding family waited for renewed strength, knowing that their differences paled in significance to the
solid foundation of faith in the God who carries them
through this temporal life on His "Wings of Eagles."

Heather Allison
AR,AMARK provides breakfast for
students and guests during the
WorldMission Workshop. The37th
annual Workshop, this year's held
at Harding, helped many "want-tobe" missionaries make contacts.
Photo by Aaron Gillihan.
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Opening

Dr. David Burks presents Captain Scott O'Grady with a certificate of
appreciation. O'Grady was one of many distinguished guests who visited
the campus during the year. Photo by Aaron Gillihan.
Ashley Hamilton, Jim Miller and Chandra Harrell stop for a chat before
going to the library. Students found many possibilities to fellowship with
one another. Photo by Aaron Gillihan.

Jamael Harris and Andre Rush
converge for a tackle. The Bisons
smashed the Ouachita Tigers 50-21
in the Homecoming game. Photo by
Aaron Gillihan.

Opening
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Dr. Delores Carson and Dr. Jan Morgan discuss future plans for the
School of Education. Carson was appointed Associate Dean of the School
of Education last spring. Photo by Aaron Gillihan.
Dr. Delores Carson helps Tyson Ledgerwood with an assignment. Many
of Carson's students appreciated her use of many different teaching styles
in the classroom. Photo by Brian Hendricks.

Dr. Delores Carson interacts with
her students in the classroom.
Carson's students praised her classroom techniques and genuine concern for them. Photo by Brian
Hendricks.
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When a student at Harding thinks back on his or her educational experience, a portion of those memories always includes the
dedicated teachers and professors. Harding students are blessed
with an abundance of extraordinary teachers willing to go that
extra mile to ensure that knowledge is gained. For some students,
there was that one special teacher. The 1997 Petit Jean is dedicated
by the seniors to one such person, Dr. Delores Carson. "She truly
cares about every student that comes into her classroom," Kelly
Averitt said. "Dr. Carson goes the extra mile to be involved with her
students. She wants every student to feel important in her classroom," Ami Merritt said.
Dr. Carson touched many student's lives while they were in her
classroom. Many of the students appreciated her interactive approach to teaching. "Her variety of teaching methods catered to all
learning styles. This has inspired me and let me experience her
classes rather thanjust attend them," Valerie Ford said. "She was
genuinely concerned that each future teacher really wanted to be
a teacher. Dr. Carson wanted to produce teachers who were
effective and could touch children's lives," Leah Pease said.
Dr. Carson serves as the Associate Dean of Education in charge
of curriculum, certification and accreditation. She has been a
professor at Harding since the summer of 1994. Before coming to
Harding, she was a teacher, administrative assistant and math
supervisor for various school districts. Active in her membership
at the Cloverdale Church of Christ, she has taught ladies Bible
classes and serves with her husband, Joe, as "I Care" group leaders.
She and Joe have two children and six grandchildren.
"Dr. Carson's personality goes hand in hand with teaching. She
is a loving, caring servant who takes all Christian values and
combines these into teaching," Celeste Walker said.
Dr. Delores Carson participates in
the opening convocation. Carson
helped her students fo cus on their
future, not only as teachers but as
Christian teachers. Photo by Aaron
Gillihan.
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