John 1:1 makes it clear that from the beginning: “The word was with God, and

the word was God.” The idea is that “the word was fully deity in essence” Yet he HARDING SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY
did not just associate himsell with a human being nor did he take on the appear- FI FTY_FOLJ RTH ANNUAL

ance ol a human being; he became flesh.

Paul agrees with John's statement of Jesus’ deity in Phil. 2:5-11 (Col. 1:15-17). COMMENCEM ENT

However, Paul goes on in verses 7-8 to say, “He made himself nothing by taking
the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. And being found in
appearance as a man, he humbled himself by becolning obedient to death — even
death on a cross!” Here is a descril)tion ol one who had the nature of God and
willingly took on the nature of humanity even to the extent of dying on a cross.

It is this Self-cmptying act in the person of Jesus Christ that gives both anchor and
motivation to the people of God. It is our anchor because in the sacrificial work
of Jesus we find the gap between the Holy God and the sin of humanity bridged
— the only son of God came to bring eternal life (John 3:16-17). It is also our
motivation because the church in the world is, in a powcrful sense, the conlinuing

incarnational presence of Jesus.

The mission of Jesus as savior is unique and unrepeatable, but it is continued in
the church, which Paul frequently refers to as the body of Christ (1 Cor. 12:12,
27; Eph. 4:12). As the body of Christ, the church becomes a physical presence of
God in the world. The church’s identity hasn’t changed through the centuries. The
church, like Jesus, is to respond to the world and each other in love. Fo]lowing
the lead of Jesus, the church humbly serves the world. His mission becomes our

mission.

Being the bod),r of Christ, continuing the mission of Jesus Christ, results in tan-

gible ministry in our world.
£

From the foundation of the “enfleshment” of God’s son, the church preaches
reconciliation and salvation. The incarnation allows the desperately needed fruits
of hope and justice to ripen in broken lives. The mission of Christ in the world

empowers us to love the world, leading the church into gracious service.
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