TheYear of
CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY

Human beings are relational creatures.

Scripture teaches, and the early church consistently confirmed, that the
one God of the Christian faith is also an eternal divine community of
Father, Son and Holy Spirit (Matt. 28:19, 2 Cor. 13:14). We, too, were
created by God to live in community. Although the exact meaning of the
“image of God” is vague in scripture, a number of contemporary scholars
conclude that it at least affirms our capacity to relate well, and actually re-
lating well, with God and other people. According to the Great Command-
ment, the Christian life is fundamentally one of loving God and loving
others (Matt. 22:34-40). While sin disrupts our community with God and
others, one of the primary New Testament images of salvation is reconcilia-
tion (Eph. 2:14-18).

To call the church a community would be redundant, as the Greek term
ekklesia means “assembly” or “gathering” Dan Kimball’s popular book says
about emerging generations: They Like Jesus but Not the Church. Such

a stance is not an option for the Christian. The church is a community of
worship, mission and spiritual formation where we both shape others and
are shaped by others in subtle, yet profound, ways. The Christian who sets
out alone will soon wither in faith, while simultaneously depriving others
of encouragement and an example of Christian discipleship.

Harding University Graduate School of Religion fulfills a unique role as a
community of learning, ministerial training, and spiritual formation. We
continually experience the power of community to strengthen faith and
mold lives.
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