The Year of

Imagine those carly generations ol Christians in Roman-Asian cities, sur-
rounded by abundant non-Christian claims of certainty and truth. For more
than half a millennium in that part of the world, local homes, marketplaces,
gymnasiums and theaters had hosted ubiquitous philosophers and sophists
who offered their “truths” both to students and bystanders. What perspectives
could have aided those early believers in the midst of such a cacophony of
truth claims? Clearly, early Christian leaders provided a compass by reminding
their fellow believers of the certainty of God’s truth, of God’s revelation in
the Messiah, and that God's church was “the pillar and foundation of the truth”
(1 Timothy 3:15).

The Restoration Movement has clearly shared in the early church's con-
viction about the importance of truth, the close connection between truth
and salvation (1Timothy 2:4), and the importance of truth as a guide to the
maturity of believers (Ephesians 4:14-15).

Admittedly, the pursuit of truth must have an almost archaic sound to it.
Although Scripture uses imagery of pursuit, running and physical training as
common metaphors for the life and maturity of the believer, spiritual convie-
tions based upon such imagery get little press in the life of the contemporary
American church.

A commitment to the pursuit of truth, like all pursuits related to God, re-
mains a lifelong commitment. The believer never arrives at a place in this life
where the pursuit of truth should cease. Surely there are important transitions
and stations in this pursuit, but the pursuer of God’s truth is never satisfied.
May we all be encouraged by the Apostle Paul’s words: “We demolish argu-
ments and every pretension that sets itsell up agaiust the knowledge of God,
and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ” (2 Corinthi-
ans 10:5).
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