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Jesus’ ministry is “the kingdom of God.” In both Matthew and Mark, the

ministry of Jesus begins with the proclamation, “The kingdom of God (or FIFTIETH ANNUAL
heaven) has come near.” In Luke, Jesus’ ministry begins with the reading COMM ENCEM ENT

of Isaiah 61:1-2, after which Luke expounds on the implications of the
coming of the kingdom: Jesus has come to preach good news to the poor,
proclaim freedom for prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, set the
oppressed free, and proclaim cancellation of debts at the Year of Jubilee.

In both Hebrew and Greek, the term “kingdom” refers primarily to the
authority of rule and only secondarily to the territory over which this rule
is exercised. Synonyms for “the kingdom of God” include “the reign of
God” or “the rule of God.” The Lord’s Prayer illustrates this understanding th
as “your kingdom come” is parallel to “your will be done” (Matthew 6:10).
For God’s kingdom to come is for God’s will to be done on carth as it is in
heaven.

In Jesus’ ministry sins arc forgiven, and estranged humans reconciled
to God and each other. Injustices are confronted, and outcasts welcomed.
Discases are healed, and demons cast out. Death is defeated, and the call of
discipleship issued. :

The kingdom ministry of Jesus has important implications for the life
of the church. People are invited to receive and participate in the work
of God, but one cannot live under both the reign of God and the reign
of Satan. The church is the people of God who live under, proclaim and
anticipate the reign of God. A kingdom outlook brings the whole of the
Christian life together in a profound way and calls for a radical commit-
ment of allegiance.
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