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Everyone has
a Dr. Ganus
story.
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STAFF NOTE

On Monday, Sept. 9, Chancellor Emeritus
Clifton Ganus died at age 97. From student
to professor to president to chancellor, Dr.
Ganus served the Harding community for
over 70 years. A humble leader and the
No. 1 fan of Harding athletics, Dr. Ganus
impacted many lives, and his lasting legacy
is sure to impact many more to come.
Dr. Ganus’ Celebration of Life Service
will be at 2 p.m. Sunday, Sept. 22, in
the Benson Auditorium.
The Harding community is thankful for
the life, love and legacy of Dr. Ganus. He
will be dearly missed.
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“When I worked as a young photographer in PR
at Harding many years ago, I would often travel with
Dr. Ganus. It was always important to stop for a snack
— regardless of the time. Dr. Ganus specialized in
hamburgers, and he could describe the best ones at
any dive in Arkansas and beyond.”
– Dr. Mike James,
dean of the Honors College

“For our last football trip [as a student reporter], we
had to go to Big Rapids, Michigan, in mid-November.
We left that day at 8 a.m. and didn’t come back until
7 p.m. ... I went to the TV studio to work on the
game footage, and to my surprise, I looked at the live
feed and saw Dr. Ganus at the Rhodes-Reeves Field
House watching the basketball games. Unbelievable.
This was Dr. Ganus’ last football trip ever, and I am
honored to say I was in that trip with him.”
– Yovanni Arismendez,
2018 alumnus
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Everyone has a Dr. Ganus story,
and it is always a heartwarming
story that just makes you smile
when you think of him.
– Lori Sloan,
asst. professor of communication
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“I arrived at Harding in 1997 as a professor in
the communication department. On my birthday in
1998, I was surprised to receive a call from Dr. Ganus
wishing me a happy birthday and thanking me for
my service to the University. He called me on every
birthday for more than 20 years to wish me a great
day. I will miss his call on my next birthday.”
– Dutch Hoggatt,
professor of communication

“About eight years ago, my daughter Sophie [age
4] and I were leaving her swimming lessons in the
Ganus Activities Complex … As we were walking
down the hall toward the door, we encountered Dr.
Ganus, who stopped Sophie to chat with her about
swimming … As we went our separate ways, Sophie
remarked, ‘He’s a nice man, and I think he must also
be an important man, too.’ I asked her why she thought
so, and she said that she could just tell by his voice.”
– Dr. Amy Qualls,
assoc. professor of literature

“Dr. Ganus loved to duck hunt. Early on a cold
winter morning, we were wading in a flooded woods,
and he tripped and fell into the water. Immediately
as he stood, ice began to form on his clothing. As we
walked to the truck, he never complained. Dr.
Ganus was a tough outdoors man and a gentle person.”
Photo courtesy of
HARDING UNIVERSITY

– Lew Moore,
director of Counseling Center
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Freshman Courtney Porter, sophomore Brittany Tate, senior Yui Kondo and junior Antonio Montez stand outside
the J.E. and L.E. Mabee Business Building with Dr. Allen Frazier. The students received the inaugural Botham Jean
Business Scholarship.

Business scholarship honors Jean amid
jury selection in Dallas
JESSICA SIMMONS
student writer

Jury selection continued on Friday, Sept.
13 in the Dallas area for the charge of Amber
Guyger, who is accused of killing Harding
alumnus Botham Jean in 2018, Harding sought
to commemorate Jean’s life by granting four
students the Botham Jean Business Scholarship
for the first time.
According to United Press International Inc.,
State District Judge Tammy Kemp finalized

the jury on Sept. 14. Nearly 400 potential
jurors arrived for interviews Friday morning,
but both media coverage and the nature of
the case complicated the process of seating
an impartial jury.
On Harding’s campus, four students have
become part of the story following Jean’s
death. Freshman Courtney Porter, sophomore
Brittany Tate, junior Antonio Montez and
senior Yui Kondo are the first recipients of the
scholarship, which selected College of Business

Administration students who are leaders in
their community and members of a historically
under-represented population.
“It means a lot because this scholarship is for
historically under-represented populations,”Tate
said “So just to be able to get that recognition
in the Business Department, where it’s
predominantly white males … To see [ Jean]
who made it through the business program
and was successful and was able to represent
himself well … is really awesome.”

The Queen’s Cartoonists
group brings quirky
performance to Harding
BRIELLE
HETHERINGTON
news editor

The Queen’s Cartoonists, one of seven acts
scheduled for the Arts and Life Performance
Series, will perform original soundtracks to
various classic cartoons and contemporary
animations on Sept. 26.
The Arts and Life Performance Series aims
to bring world-class performers to Searcy
each year, as stated on Harding University’s
official website. Director of the Arts and Life
Performance Series and associate professor of
music Jay Walls said, “The band is made up of
some super-talented professional musicians
that reside in Queens, New York. Their shows
are both energetic and zany.”
Walls said the group performs live cartoon
music with the original animations projected
above them, and they humorously interact
with the audience in between numbers.
Assistant professor of art Enrique Colon
began teaching a new course offered within

the department of art and design that
focuses on the history of animation, how to
create it and how technology influences it.
Colon explained that combining music with
animation creates a story we can all relate
to and understand, making it more than just
entertainment.
“Animation touches into something we all
have but maybe neglect — our imagination.
God created us to be creative; he created us
to create,” Colon said.
The Queen’s Cartoonists aim to present
a concert for everybody — regardless of age,
gender or familiarity with the concert hall,
as stated on the group’s official website. For
those who wish to experience the power of
animation and music and use their imagination,
The Queen’s Cartoonists will perform on
Thursday, Sept. 26, in the Administration
Auditorium at 7 p.m. Those with a Harding
I.D. have free admission. Family and friends
may purchase tickets online through the official
Harding website at www.hardingtickets.com.
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The Queen’s Cartoonists show off their unique group dynamic.
The group will perform at Harding on Thursday, Sept. 26.

PricewaterhouseCoopers (PwC), Jean’s
employer at the time of his death, initially
established the scholarship fund with a $50,000
gift. The combined contributions of PwC staff,
partners and the PwC Matching Gift Program
grew the scholarship to more than $600,000
as of Sept. 1.
PwC’s managing partner for Greater Texas,
Scott Moore, said, “Bo was a dear friend and
colleague to many of us here in Dallas … This
fund is a tangible expression of Bo’s compassion,
caring and generosity that will live on for years
to come.”
Though Guyger’s trial process continues to
move forward, complications may delay the
trial. According to DMN, Guyger’s attorneys
asked to move the trial to another county to
combat negative media coverage of Guyger
in the Dallas area. The alternate may yield a
“whiter and more conservative jury,” according
to DMN.
The outcome of Guyger’s trial remains to be
seen, but for Porter, Tate, Montez, and Kondo,
Jean’s legacy is already evident.
“This scholarship is especially meaningful
to Harding because it honors Botham’s life and
continues his legacy at the University,” Vice
president of university advancement Bryan Burks
said, “In telling his story, we challenge recipients
to be great students and campus leaders, and
most importantly, to follow Christ with their
hearts. While Botham’s life was cut short, he
is remembered through this scholarship that
will continue to impact the lives of our students
for years to come.”
Senior Spencer Wright and sophomore
Grant Countess participate in Run to
the Well in Jenks, Oklahoma.
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Kibo hosts Run to the Well
MARYN MCAFEE
student writer
Run to the Well 5K is coming to Searcy
on Sept. 28 to help raise money for villages
in Uganda to have access to clean water and
improved sanitation.
Run to the Well is hosted by Kibo Group,
a faith-based nonprofit that partners with East
Africans to lend a hand in finding solutions to
help communities prosper. Kibo works with
five programs, but the main one that Run
to the Well is partnering with is the Water,
Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) program.
Junior Kayla Stites is a Kibo Group fellow
and one of four Harding students that went to
Uganda this summer. She said her favorite race
of Run to the Well is the Jerrycan Challenge.
“Ugandans carry water from the wells in
jerrycans. It can sometimes be miles before
they get to the well, and they have to go back
probably three or four times a day,” Stites said.
“With the Jerrycan Challenge, you get a team,
and you run the 5K holding the jerrycan the
whole time.”
The Run to the Well allows participants
to choose from the 5K, 1 mile fun run, and
of course, the Jerrycan Challenge.
However, the Jerrycan Challenge is the best
representation of what Ugandans go through

on a daily basis. A jerrycan holds 20 liters or
5.2 gallons of liquid.
Junior Kaitlyn Francois said her experience
in Uganda was one she’ll never forget.
“It was absolutely life changing, very
humbling” Francois said. “It taught me a lot
about determination just seeing what they
go through.”
All proceeds from Run to the Well go to
help impoverished communities, but even if
you can’t register for the race, Francois said
there are other ways to help.
For example, a percentage of the proceeds
Midnight Oil makes benefits Kibo. “So even
choosing to buy your coffee from [Midnight
Oil] or following us on Instagram to keep up
with updates, or applying to the fellowship,”
Francois said.
Junior Carissa Caples got involved because
of former fellows Harding alumn Hannah Beck
and senior Amelia Lewis. After hearing about
the impact Kibo had in their hearts, Caples
couldn’t help but get plugged in.
“I encourage everyone who can to sign
up for Run to the Well. Kibo is all about
community,” Caples said, “Come have fun
running with your community while helping
Ugandans with theirs.”

Relay for Life hosts first powder puff
flag football tournament
EMILY
SUNDERMEIER
student writer
For the first time at Harding University,
a powder puff flag football tournament will
be held to fundraise for Relay for Life — a
campaign headed by the American Cancer
Society across the country to raise money
for cancer research. In the past, Harding
only held an all-nighter on the front lawn
for student organizations and social clubs
to raise money. Senior Taylor McCain, a
member of the Harding Relay for Life
committee, said this idea came about last
fall as a way to raise money during Harding’s
Relay for Life events.
“ We wanted to do a sports-related
fundraiser to help reach our new goal of
$30,000 for all of [Harding’s] Relay for
Life,” McCain said.

Participation is open to all female
students, regardless of whether or not they
are involved in a social club. A team should
consist of anywhere between seven to 17
women. Sign-ups are available through the
link in the biography of Harding’s Relay
for Life Instagram page, @relayforlifehu.
The fee to participate is $10, which covers
the cost of jerseys for the tournament.
Sophomore athletic director for women’s
social club Zeta Rho Elaine Helpenstill,”
said she hopes people will come out and
support the powder puff tournament.
“It’s just a fun way to get people in clubs
to get hyped up and show some camaraderie
in a way that’s raising money [for a good
cause],” Helpenstill said.
Dr. Lisa Bryant, assistant professor
of education and Relay for Life sponsor,
said she hopes that by plugging into Relay
for Life while at Harding, students will

continue to participate in the event after
graduating.
“Since Relay for Life is the signature
fundraising event for the American Cancer
Society, it is important for students to be
involved so that we can all work together
to find a cure for cancer,” Bryant said. “It
is the hope that students will become
involved at Harding and then stay
involved with [Relay for Life] when
they go on to their adult lives.”
The powder puff tournament will take
place on Saturday, Sept. 21, from 10 a.m.
to 10 p.m. Concessions will be sold, with
the proceeds benefitting Relay for Life. A
$5 wristband can be purchased to watch
the tournament all day, beginning at 10
a.m. Harding’s annual Relay for Life event
begins on Friday, Oct. 4 at 5 p.m. and
concludes at 5 a.m. on Saturday.
Graphic by AVERY TILLETT
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In case you missed it...

Little
but loud
Kinsey Stubblefield
Opinions Editor

Where is
the peace?
T

Lori Klein

he oil and gas powerhouse of the
South resides in Houston. This past
week, Greenpeace USA protesters at the
Houston Ship Channel attempted to shut
down the busiest channel in the country
and one of the largest gas and oil outlets
in the United States. The 22 protesters
were exercising their right to assemble
and petition their government, given by
the First Amendment, but at what cost to
themselves and others?
According to their website, Greenpeace
USA is “a global, independent campaigning
organization that uses peaceful protest and
creative communication to expose global
environmental problems and promote solutions
that are essential to a green and peaceful
future.” However, their most recent protest
in the ship channel caused traffic jams and a
car accident, injuring one person. A peaceful
protest that unintentionally caused harm.
Suspending themselves from the Fred
Hartman Bridge with bright-colored flags,
this spectacle and stunt caused the Harris
County Sheriff ’s Office to call in several
levels of law enforcement — including
the Coast Guard — in order to protect the
protesters from themselves.
What were their efforts for, you ask?
To grab the attention of the Democratic
presidential candidates prior to their debate
in Houston that same Thursday night. Again,
this seems dangerous and not peaceful. It is
one thing to pressure your politicians and
make them see the severity of climate change
through action, but this action feels passive
-aggressive in nature. Action — another
aspect of Greenpeace’s mission — requires
peace, but should not be aggressive. They
could instead call the politicians in the areas
where oil and gas industries are prevalent,
ask politicians the hard-hitting questions,
just as any other constituent would. This
is still action and an exercise of political
efficacy, but in a truly peaceful way that
gets right to the people waiting to hear
your opinion on the matters important to
you. This is how you make a point, not by
claiming peace while causing chaos.
Ultimately, this protest did not gain
the attention of its targeted audience,
but the communities surrounding the
ship channel and bridge from which the
protesters suspended themselves, as well as
gathering national attention from the news
media outlets and those opposing climate
change. Several critics pointed out the flags,
equipment and transportation used for the
demonstration were most likely created by
or fueled by petroleum-based products.
For an organization that is so focused on
switching to a world without fossil fuels,
there seems to be a blind spot regarding
their resources. The candidates spoke little
of climate change Thursday night following
CNN’s town hall-esque climate change
forum held just a few days prior with the
top 10 Democratic candidates.
So what was the point? Someone was
injured, protesters placed themselves in
danger, the intended audience did not
respond to the call to action — this doesn’t
seem peaceful or successful. I want a better
way in which we label our protests peaceful.
Let us see if we can find the kindness and
level-headedness in our assemblies.
I understand the hurt and frustration
behind organized petition and protest, but
I legitimately pose this question: Where do
we draw the line between creating chaotic
peace and being passionate about what we
are standing for?

#JuryDutyForBotham

Guest Writer

O

n Friday, Sept. 13, 12 jurors and four
alternates were chosen to hear the
facts surrounding the death of Botham Jean.
It is not in question that Amber Guyger
shot and killed the beloved former Harding
student in his own home. The jurors will be
given the very difficult task of determining
what happened before, during and after the
shooting, and deciding whether Guyger is
guilty of murder, manslaughter or negligent
homicide. They could even decide that no
crime was committed, if they are convinced
there was a ‘mistake of fact.’ That is a heavy
burden for 12 regular citizens to bear. But
the right of Guyger to be tried by her peers,
and the right of Jean, his family and our
community to have justice for his death
are at the core of the rule of law that we
hold dear in this country.
We have, in the past, had other options
for deciding guilt and innocence: legally
sanctioned duels, swearing contests (it’s
not what you think) and trials by ordeal,
made infamous by both the Salem witch
trials and Monty Python’s “Does she weigh

as much as a duck?” sketch. None of these
came close to providing actual justice.
All the way back to the Magna Carta,
we began to build the idea that all people,
both the rich and powerful, and the weak
and penniless, are subject to a fair and
equal application of law. We believe that
even the government itself is subject to the
laws of the land. We are, as John Adams
said, “a nation of laws, not of men.” That
rule of law is our bedrock ideal. We are
not perfect at this, by any means, but it is
what we rightfully strive for. God himself
has told us that it is good to do justice and
love mercy.
Over 4,000 potential jurors were summoned
to the courthouse in downtown Dallas to
carry on our tradition of equal justice for all.
Only 800 made time in their day to show
up. The other 3,200 had only a miniscule
chance of being in the final 12 chosen to
deliver justice, but they believed that going
about their daily life was more important
than this crucial civic responsibility. This
is where the whole of Micah 6:8 must be

Another article
about Theta

Joshua Parnell

Guest Writer

S

pring Sing, graduation prep, rain
and Resurrection Sunday. These are
the events and traits that most at Harding
associate with the month of April. Here,
April is the final full calendar month of the
school year and a time in which many begin
to plan for the summer and a new year of
academics. For me, last April marked the
beginning of a new and exciting role in
which I have had the privilege to lead the
men’s social club Theta.
Theta. L oud, reser ved, zealous,
indifferent. Rebellious, obedient, proud,
humble. Spontaneous, arranged, obnoxious,
calm. Loving, hurtful, confident, Theta. For
some, these are words that come to mind
whenever one utters the word Theta. For
others, the word Theta might bring to mind
a completely different set of adjectives.
If you can’t beat it, join it? Theta was
created to be different. This club was formed
out of a desire to challenge the view of social
clubs and bring light to the good and bad
parts of the club system. Clubs introduce
students to enriching community, but they
also make some students feel like they
have to be someone else to “fit in” or to be
“cool.” Clubs can help several students get
involved with campus life, but they can
also reject several students from the same
opportunities. This rejection can be painful
and detrimental to a person’s sense of worth
and value. Clubs can help bring students
into intimacy with others but they also can
create toxic and unhealthy pride in clubs.
These are truths of the club system that
I and several Theta members wish to point
out. Unfortunately, Theta has become part
of the good and the bad. Theta is by no
means better than other clubs nor is our
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taken into account. “He has shown you,
O mortal, what is good. And what does
the Lord require of you? To act justly and
to love mercy and to walk humbly with
your God.” Not only are we to care about
justice and mercy, but we are to be humble
enough to put the needs of justice and
mercy before our own. So this is what I’m
asking of you: If you are ever summoned for
jury duty, please go. Do your civic duty; do
your personal duty. Don’t just be a hashtag
activist, seeking #JusticeForBotham. Do
justice. The case put in front of you may be
equally important to the families involved.
Justice isn’t easy, and we should be in prayer
for Judge Tammy Kemp, for Jean’s family,
for Dallas law enforcement, for the city of
Dallas and especially the jurors who have
been chosen.
Pray that these humble citizens will
strike the right balance between justice
and mercy.
LORI KLEIN is an assistant professor
and guest writer for The Bison. She may
be contacted at lklein@harding.edu.

intent to be the “best.” Theta strives to bring
light to a broken system and to not take
clubs so seriously, but rather relationships
seriously. Have we made mistakes? Yes.
Have we offended some people? Absolutely.
It is for these reasons that I apologized to
the leaders of the other social clubs in an
ICC meeting on Aug. 27 and now take this
opportunity to apologize to Harding for
creating an unhealthy tension with some
people and offending other clubs. Our
intent is unity, and it is unity that we will
continue to strive for.
“Theta is exactly what I needed it to
be.” These are the words of Theta’s former
secretary, alumnus Kaleb Turner. Shortly
after joining Theta, it became very evident to
me that there was a mix of a lot of different
personalities and mindsets within the club.
It also became clear that every club holds
some aspect of diversity. It was diversity that
made it difficult for Theta to center our club
around changing the “club system.” Instead,
we had to direct our focus on fostering
fruitful relationships within the club. It
was in these efforts that I discovered that
“being in Theta” was going to mean many
different things for many different people.
And that’s OK.
Theta is simply a social club. Social
clubs are simply that. Unlike a company or
an advocacy center, clubs are not organized
under a common goal to produce a tangible
good or change in a community. Social
clubs are simply an avenue for building
community. That being said, communities
can make a difference and can stir the pot
of tradition, but that’s not what Theta is
to me. Theta has introduced me to people
who are working for change and, more

importantly, to advance the Gospel — but
that’s not the mission statement of Theta.
There is not a word or a phrase that can
accurately describe Theta or any other club
for that matter. Likewise, there is not a
primary goal that our leadership can state
that will accurately represent the goals and
aspirations of the current Theta and future
Theta. Theta is simply a social club that
consists of different types of people. Social
clubs are simply organizations that consist
of different types of people. I don’t seek to
diminish the role of social clubs; rather, I
wish to point to the beauty of social clubs
that lies in simple diversity.
Theta looks much different now than it
did one year ago. A year ago most of the
leadership was looking for a club to join,
including myself. And in a year, most of
the charter members will be gone, and the
future of Theta will be in the hands of two
induction classes. That should not discourage
the leadership of Theta, but rather encourage
us to create an environment that we feel fits
our current members. Part of being a leader
is paving the way for new leaders to step up.
My hope is that when Spring Sing,
graduation prep, rain and Easter roll back
around, the leadership of Theta will have
worked to create a system in which new
leaders feel equipped by our tradition and
history, but completely free to make Theta
what they need it to be for the club and
for Harding. As I sit here in the middle of
September, in the thick of the club process,
I can’t help but ponder what Theta will look
like come April 2020.
J O S H U A PA R N E L L i s a g u e s t
writer for The Bison. He may be
contacted at jparnell2@harding.edu.

KINSEY STUBBLEFIELD is the opinions
editor for The Bison. She may be contacted at kstubblefield@harding.edu.
Twitter: @kinseystubbs
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Learning
to Swim
Emily Nicks

Editor-in-Chief

Barbie girl

O

ne of my favorite secondhand
Christmas stories is best told by my
mom regarding Christmas of 1999 when I
was 2 years old.
As all the cousins began settling down
for bed, filled with the anxious energy that
only comes on Christmas Eve, my parents
tucked me in for the night. With heavy
eyes, I sleepily uttered through a big yawn,
“Mommy, I really hope Santa brings me a
Barbie in the morning.”
Santa, in fact, was not bringing me a
Barbie in the morning.
According to my mom, immediate panic
set in. She went into mega mom mode, trying
to figure out how Santa was going to get a
Barbie in a few hours. With only one kid at
the time, she had been elated by the thought
of a perfect first Christmas with a child old
enough to be truly engaged.
I had never mentioned wanting a Barbie
before Christmas Eve. To this day, my mom
is certain the notion must have been placed
in my head by one of my older cousins since
I, of course, fawned over everything they did.
This was the only reason Santa hadn’t planned
on bringing me a Barbie; Santa didn’t know.
That Christmas morning, I did wake up
to a Barbie under the tree. Well, I woke up
to a Barbie-like creature. It may or may not
have been the ugliest, cheapest knock-off
Barbie doll that was the only option left at
the Dollar Store at 10 p.m. Christmas Eve.
Santa hadn’t had time to craft a legitimate
Barbie. I didn’t know any difference, though.
For the rest of my early childhood, I
was always happy to play with dolls. From
Barbies to Polly Pockets to Bratz dolls —
don’t judge me — I was often putting them
through various high-stake scenarios and
dramatic decisions. They, of course, always
made it out in the end.
As we have gotten older, though, our tone
toward doll brands such as Barbie has shifted.
In a more socially aware society, we’ve begun
to question things more thoroughly — what
is Barbie teaching girls about themselves and
about their potential? Looking like Barbie is
near-impossible to achieve, and many people
— myself included — have criticized Barbie
among other brands for teaching little girls
that the only successful woman is one with
a model-like figure strutting the catwalk.
Here’s my question, though: When is the
last time you walked down the Barbie aisle?
If you haven’t been in the last five years, you
may be surprised.
Barbie doesn’t look the same. In 2016,
the brand introduced three new body types
for the Fashionista doll line: curvy, petite
and tall. In 2017, even more diversity was
represented with “The New Crew” bringing
more variations in skin tone, eye color and
hair style. Even Ken got two new body-type
options: slim and broad. Not only that, but
several dolls also have wheelchairs and
prosthetic limbs.
Barbie is achieving more than ever
before, too. Since the first career dolls were
introduced in the 1960s, more and more
dream-achieving dolls have found their way
to shelves. Now with over 200 career options,
Barbie is everything from a police officer to
a computer engineer.
Barbie is even designed after real-world
role models. With the Inspiring Women line,
you can now have doll versions of filmmaker
Patty Jenkins, conservationist Bindi Irwin,
NASA mathematician and physicist Katherine
Johnson, and many more.
The Barbie brand celebrated its 60th
anniversary this year, and I think there is
something to be said of a company that’s
been inspiring girls for so long. As I write
this, in fact, I can’t help but feel a little extra
motivated.
Barbie may not be perfect. The original
dolls have some serious implications regarding
self-image and other psychological aspects. But
Barbie is getting better, and I am appreciative
of her major strides.
If you need me, come find me in the toy
section, buying a curvy Barbie and maybe even
one who is a journalist and editor. Those
are some toys I wouldn’t mind putting under
the tree some Christmas Eve in the future.
E M I LY N I C K S i s t h e e d i t o r- i n chief for The Bison. She may be
contacted at enicks@harding.edu.
Twitter: @emilyk_nicks
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State of
the SA
Laura Waldron
Guest Writer

R

emembering people and events that
have shaped our lives is powerful.
Memories mold the silhouette of our identity
and culture, influencing every aspect of our
lives. They push us to grow individually, in
relationships and as a community.
Our identities are strengthened when we
take the time to share stories and remember
together. As a nation, we come together every
year to remember and honor the lives lost
on 9/11, often commenting “never forget”
and taking action to prevent similar events.
The Harding community recently spent
time remembering Dr. Ganus’ legacy and the
lessons he taught. As an overly sentimental
senior, I’ve found myself spending a lot of
time thinking about the significance and
power of remembering.
While I believe there is value in living in
the moment and not getting caught up on
things of the past, I also believe we can get
bogged down in the present when we forget
to remember how our history has shaped

Sentimental senior
us. I’ve recently found myself struggling
to make time for anything other than the
people and things that fall under school and
work obligations. I’ve developed a tendency
to avoid forming new friendships, especially
with younger students. Yet as a leader with
the Student Association (SA) and older
member in other organizations, I know
that shouldn’t be my attitude.
The past three years have been filled with
some of the most stretching and wonderful
friendships, weird and hilarious experiences,
and challenging and transformative lessons.
I remember meeting my first friend here
and failing my first test. I remember the
weird shenanigans after curfew and the
sweet conversations in our tiny dorm rooms.
Most importantly, I remember the people,
especially the ones older than me, that took
the time to know me and share their lives
with me, even though I’m sure they were busy
upperclassmen. These and other memories
are easy for me to forget, but when I take
the time to remember, I find my “stuck in
the present” attitude changes.
As the SA, we also have benefited from
remembering as we make our plans for the

school year. There is a long history of lessons,
both good and bad, that has made the SA
into what we are today. There are countless
rituals, lists, ideas and anecdotes that make
our jobs easier and more successful, thanks
to the people who had our jobs before us.
Just last year, two of my good friends,
alumni Hallie Hite and Nora Johnson,
made Harding history as the first female
SA president and vice president duo.
Remembering their leadership, with all
the successes and struggles, has stretched
this year’s SA’s views and leadership skills,
pushing us to be better than we would have
been if they hadn’t walked before us.
Remembering is powerful. It grounds
you in your identity and in the community
around you. Though it seems counterintuitive,
remembering propels you forward, challenging
you to grow from your past experiences.
Though this may still seem like the ramblings
of a sentimental senior, take the time to
celebrate the power that remembering can
have in your life.
LAURA WALDRON is a guest writer
for The Bison. She may be contacted
at sa@harding.edu.

Remembering Dr. Clifton L. Ganus Jr.
(1922-2019)
I

don’t normally save voicemails, but I
kept this one. It was a message from
Dr. Ganus. I had spoken in chapel that
morning, and though he could not attend,
he had watched the service on TV. In that
familiar voice that was both deep and soft,
he complimented me on my talk and added,
“I just wanted to say ‘amen’ and glad you’re
with us at Harding.” He signed off with a
hope that he would see me soon, “maybe
at a basketball game.”
That final part was a nod to the fact that
for the last dozen years, Dr. Ganus and I
sat in the same section during basketball
season — right behind the bench. Every
home game, he would climb into the stands,
shake my hand, and say with a gleam in his
eye, “I’m surprised to see you here.” Long
after his knees had given out and he was
forced to carry a cane, he still came for both
the women’s and men’s games, watching
the action with an eagle-eye.
During halftime, someone from the
scoring table would bring him a printout
with the stats from the first half — not that
he needed it. Often, before he had even
seen the sheet, he would lean over and say,
“We only shot 12% from the three-point
line.” As long as he was able, he would get
up during the final seconds of the women’s
game and make his way to the court to
greet the players as they headed out. He
knew every Bison and Lady Bison by name.
The most amazing thing is that he was
that dedicated to many sports at Harding.
He traveled for football games. He braved
the afternoon sun during baseball season.
Just last winter, he took the women’s softball
team out for breakfast at IHOP.
I can’t tell you how hard it is to write
about all this in the past tense.
Even someone who didn’t know Dr.
Ganus would be amazed at his resume.
Twenty-two years as Harding’s president.
Twenty-six years as its chancellor. Fiftyfour years as an elder at College Church of
Christ. Seventy-six years as a loving husband.
Ninety-seven years on this Earth. Father
to Cliff, Debbie and Charles. Grandfather
and great-grandpa many times over. And
his passports were filled with stamps from
117 different countries.

did his best to call each faculty and staff
member on his or her birthday. Two months
before he died, the No. 1 Bison fan called
each of Harding’s coaches in to discuss the
Michael Claxton prospects for the season.
Narrative Columnist
I once heard Dr. Howard Wright, one
of the first African-American students at
Clifton Ganus Jr. came to Harding in Harding, relate a tense moment on campus
1939 as a freshman from New Orleans. after Martin Luther King Jr. was shot in
Less than a minute after getting out of 1968. A fight nearly broke out when black
the family car, wearing a white suit, he students wanted to lower the flag to honor
met a fellow student from the small town Dr. King, and some white students taunted
of Strawberry, Arkansas, named Louise them. Dr. Wright never forgot what Dr.
Nicholas. They were married the same day Ganus did in chapel that day. With gentle
he graduated in 1943. “I got my bachelor’s firmness, he said, “A great American has
and lost it the same day,” he often quipped. died, and we will lower the flag in his honor.”
After vowing he would never become a
For all his remarkable accomplishments,
teacher, he returned in 1946 to teach Bible he was the least pretentious man you
and history and never left. As the decades could meet. Humble, kind and unfailingly
went by, it was stunning to think that he optimistic, he was devoted to God, to his
had taken Bible classes from Harding’s family, and to the school that he loved.
first president, J. N. Armstrong. He was He lived in the same modest home for 58
a link to our past — he’s been called “the years, wore old suits and gave money away.
keeper of our story” — but he was just as Once when he heard that a friend of mine
interested in our present and future.
couldn’t afford to travel to the basketball
There are so many things to love about Dr. tournament in Oklahoma, a check for $500
Ganus. He was an avid — and occasionally appeared in the mailbox.
aggressive — player on the faculty flag
Dr. Ganus had a great sense of humor.
football team. On four occasions, he took When Dr. Bruce McLarty became Harding’s
a 700-mile boat trip down the Mississippi fifth resident, he asked the third executive
River in a craft that he piloted himself. He what to expect. Dr. Ganus said, “The first
went fishing in Alaska every August. He year I slept like a baby . . . I woke up every
loved hamburgers, cashews, peanut brittle two hours crying.” When he learned that I
and catfish. Each year he sold tickets to was related to computer science professor
a pancake supper to benefit the Lions Scott Ragsdale, I jokingly said, “I try not
Club, having been a member for 70 years. to talk about it.” Without missing a beat,
For over 30 years he spoke at the annual Dr. Ganus responded, “I haven’t heard him
Bible lectureships in the Caribbean. He mention it, either.”
made frequent trips to Uganda to visit the
I don’t think he wasted a single hour of
Harding Christian Academy he helped his 97 years. He loved life and lived it with
establish. Well into his 90s he was still in gusto. I have often heard people say that
high demand as a public speaker. At 96, they wanted to be Dr. Ganus when they
he spoke in Dallas at the memorial for grew up. You can count me in that group.
Botham Jean.
It is hard to see him go. Dr. McLarty put
Harding grew significantly under his it well when he said, “We had gotten used
watch, and his tenure saw the transition to him being invincible.” Fortunately, as
from college to university, the construction Christians we know that he still is.
of multiple campus buildings and the
beginning of many academic programs.
Yet no matter how large the school got, Dr. MICHAEL CLAXTON is the narrative
Ganus never lost his personal touch. Long columnist for The Bison. He may be
after he had stepped down as president, he contacted at mclaxto1@harding.edu.
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serves. We pledge to keep our eyes and ears open to what our community has to say and hope that, in return, that community will be an interactive audience, sharing its stories with us. We also pledge to
do the basics: Report accurate and relevant information, check our facts, and share them in a professional, timely manner. If you have any story ideas, questions, comments or concerns for the Bison staff,
please email Emily Nicks, the editor-in-chief, at enicks@harding.edu. “The Bison (USPS 577-660) is published weekly (except vacations, exams and summer sessions), 20 issues per year, by Harding
University. Periodicals postage paid at Searcy, Arkansas 72143. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The Bison, Harding University 11192, SEARCY, AR 72149-0001.” BYLINE POLICY: The Bison
provides an opportunity for class writers to contribute work under the byline “guest writers.” Due to this arrangement, staff writers may rewrite a portion of the guest writers’ stories as they deem necessary,
while still identifying the work as the guest writers’ own.
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Encouraging
Enthusiasm
Todd Gray

Asst. Sports Editor

Thumbs down
I

t was a regular Sunday afternoon as I
sat in front of my TV, lucky spoon in
hand. The New Orleans Saints were ready
for a much awaited rematch against the Los
Angeles Rams after a controversial loss in
the NFC Championship Game last year. The
energy buzzed in my small, empty Graduate
Hall as I watched the players come onto the
field, and I knew it was going to be a good
game. It was going just how any regular
season game would go, until the cameras
cut to Drew Brees holding his hand right
before a commercial break. Brees was injured.
No one watching the game was aware of
the severity of the injury, and everyone had
expected Brees to make a reappearance onto
the field, but this wasn’t going to happen.
The Saints suffered a 9-27 loss against the
Los Angeles Rams, but we lost more than
a game that day. We lost hope.
In his 19 years of playing professional
football, Brees has only missed one game
due to injury, which is why all of this seems
surreal for Saints fans. Disheartened and
discouraged from the loss, Saints fans were
heartbroken as the details of the injury came
out; Brees would be out for at least six weeks
due to a torn ligament in his thumb.
Many fans had high expectations for
this season with a fresh and hungry team, a
miracle win against the Houston Texans, and
the additions of new and talented players.
We expected to go to the Super Bowl, or at
least the playoffs. We expected Brees to lead
this team to another successful season, but
circumstances changed that. We expected
everything from Brees.
Expectations change; it’s a simple part of
life. So that makes me ask the question, what
expectations do you put on yourself? Growing
up, I had expected to be a superhero, more
specifically, Spider-Man. I remember always
being disappointed after hours of trying to
climb the wall in my bedroom and coming
to the conclusion that this expectation was
unreasonable, for now.
As I grew up, my parents set an expectation
for me to make good grades in school, and
I was able to live up to this until I brought
home my first C. I remember bawling in my
third grade classroom, and classmates, who
had lower grades, rolled their eyes, but they
didn’t have the same expectations that I had.
When I told my parents about this, they told
me they knew what I was capable of and that
they expected me to put in that much effort.
This didn’t prevent the blubbering mess I
was after telling them, but it encouraged
me to do better.
Going into middle school, I really struggled
with my grades. The more I struggled, the
less motivated I became to keep up with the
expectation to have good grades. I went from
trying to keep good grades to trying to keep
good friends, and that came with its own list
of standards. I remember thinking that I had
to be funny, I had to be attractive, I had to be
cool, and I had to be known. I wish I could
say that I’ve left these expectations behind
me, but I haven’t.
Despite starting over in college, I still
believed that I had to meet everything on
the list. I felt like I had to attend everything,
I had to be the funniest, I had to be the most
clever, and I especially thought that I had to
always be present.
This past summer, I learned that no one
ever told me I had to be all of these things, but
they were things that I told myself I had to be.
I tried to define myself based on my ability
to meet these standard and, unsurprisingly,
I always came up short. The beautiful thing
about expectations though, is that God has
an expectation for us, and when we become
defined by him, it is much more rewarding
and fulfilling. You’re never going to be the
funniest person alive, nor will you ever be the
most popular person on the planet, because
the things of this world are always changing.
Don’t limit yourself to earthly expectations,
instead set your expectations on being more
like Jesus, who is unchanging. Hebrews 13:8
says, “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and
today and forever.”
Todd Gray is the assistant sports
editor for The Bison. He may be
contacted at tgray3@harding.edu.
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Harding alumnus Steven Fitzhugh poses with his family on the field named in his honor. He has led Ouachita Christian
School through 22 seasons and has carried them to play in four state championships.

High school dedicates new
football field to Harding alumnus
DANIELA CUELLAR
student writer
Harding University alumnus Stephen
Fitzhugh was honored by Ouachita Christian
School (OCS) in Monroe, Louisiana, which
annunced that it was naming the football field
after him.
After serving as head football coach at the
school for over 20 years, Fitzhugh was surprised
with the news during the Sept. 6 game that the
football field would bear his name.
“I was completely shocked, just totally caught
off guard, when they announced at halftime
that the school was naming the field after me,”
Fitzhugh said.
Fitzhugh was accompanied by his family
during the ceremony. Fitzhugh’s son, junior
Grant Fitzhugh, who plays defensive back at
Harding, traveled from Arkansas and was proud
to stand beside his father. Grant graduated
from OCS in 2017.
“I was really excited when I found out
because he was just so deserving of it,” Grant
said. “Getting a new turf field has been a 10year process, and it’s been because of him that
it all succeeded.”
The plans to honor Fitzhugh had been in
the works for a while with only a handful of

people knowing about it.The desire was to keep
the event a surprise for the long-time coach.
“I found out on the Tuesday of the week of
the game, and hardly anybody knew, but they
told me so that I would come down,”Grant said.
Micah Harper, the previous head football
coach for OCS and current president of the
school, announced the new name for the field,
and Fitzhugh said he could not have been more
appreciative.
Harding football helped me
grow in discipline, courage and
perseverance. Our coaches truly
cared about us as people and
not just as football players.
– Steven Fitzhugh,
‘94 Harding alumnus

“It was definitely a humbling experience,
I am so grateful. There have been so many
people through the years that have contributed
to make the turf field dream become a reality,”
Fitzhugh said.
Son Will Fitzhugh also acknowledged
that his father’s accomplishments made him
deserving of this honor.
“It was incredible,” Will said. “He has done

so much for OCS football, and getting the field
named after him is more than fitting. He is a
great man and an even better father. I was so
proud of him.”
Fitzhugh began playing football at age 8. He
said playing for Harding was also a blessing for
him while he attended the University.
“Harding football helped me grow in discipline,
courage and perseverance. Our coaches truly
cared about us as people and not just as football
players,” Fitzhugh said.
After graduating from Harding, Fitzhugh
joined OCS as assistant coach for four years
and then became head coach in 1998.
“It has been a great experience. I have been
blessed through the years with a solid coaching
staff,” Fitzhugh said.
Fitzhugh said that coaching at a Christian
school has been very beneficial for him and those
around him. “This has been a great experience
for our family and has allowed us to spend a
lot of time together,” he said.
His wife, Jana, and daughter, Ellie, have also
supported him as a player and a coach.
“They have always been there supporting
us at every game and just living the ups and
downs that go with every football season,”
Fitzhugh said.

Pushing through preseason

Harding teams prepare for upcoming seasons
WILL ALLEN
student writer
Harding sports are locked into preseason
as members of Harding track and field,
softball, and men’s and women’s basketball
teams express their hopes and goals for the
upcoming season.
While preparing and learning from
preseason, Harding athletes are hoping to
take this season to the next level.
Sophomore track and field athlete Anna
Bristo said she hopes to improve personally
in pole vault and become the best teammate
she can be.
“I chose to play for Harding because all
the people I talked to before I came said
how much of a family they had found within
the track team, and I definitely found that,”

Bristo said. “I hope that this year, both men’s
and women’s track teams win the GAC
Championship, and that we have multiple
national qualifiers.”
If you talk to any student athlete, they
will tell you that playing at Harding means
more than just wins and losses.
Men’s basketball coach Jeff Morgan had
a lot to say regarding this upcoming season
and why his group of young men have a
chance to shine.
“I believe that we have a team that plays
really well together and plays really hard,”
Morgan said. “If we can do those two things,
I believe it can be a great year and get us on
a great trajectory for the future.”
The team has a lot to prove this season as
they have seven new players, three transfers

and four freshmen. With only one returning
senior, Morgan said they are a very unselfish
group with great team chemistry that will
only continue to get better.
Junior track athlete Natalie Toney shared
her season goals as a long-distance runner
and how she views Harding sports as a
community.
“My goal for this season is to get my
400-meter hurdle record time down,” Toney
said. “Above all, I love the atmosphere of
Harding, and I feel like my teammates are
my second family.”
With preseason underway for Harding
sports, all teams continue to prepare and
encourage each other to succeed higher
than expected in their given sports on and
off the field.

Harding’s Preseason Rankings
Softball

Women’s Basketball
2nd Arkansas Tech

1
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3rd Harding
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Arkansas

1

5th East Central

2 Southern Arkansas
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5th Henderson State

Men’s Basketball
nd

1

3rd Southern Nazarene
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State
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Baseball
st
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1

st
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Players
Only
Tyler Harrod
Cross-country runner

“Players Only” is a column written by
Harding atheletes. In this week’s issue: Harding
cross-country runner Tyler Harrod discusses
what it takes to be on the cross-country team.
Cross-country is a sport that requires a
very specific kind of person to be successful.
To be a successful cross-country runner, you
must be able to deal with very uncomfortable
conditions for long periods of time. As a
cross-country athlete, you have to be able to
deal with the early mornings, the extreme heat,
the extreme cold, and pushing yourself to the
point where you physically collapse, all while
learning to love pain.
My high school coach’s motto, which will
always stick with me, was from Johnny Cash.
The quote was “Get tough or die.” This is a
perfect definition of the mindset you must
have to be a successful runner.
The hardest part about running is having the
motivation to get out of bed. For the last six years
of my life, I have had many mornings when I
was awake before the sun was up. I would run
down Maumelle Boulevard, and there would
be absolutely no cars on the road. Once you
are out of bed, though, the rest isn’t that bad.
When you have a passion for running, you
can focus on the beauty of it. I cannot count
the times that I have gotten to watch the sun
rise or the sun set while on a run. The thrill of
finding a new trail to run or a slight breeze in
the summer is a joy that not many people get
to experience. The feeling of accomplishment
when you complete a hard workout is like no
other. The soreness in our legs and the sweatsoaked clothes we wear are reminders of hard
work. The pain we feel in our legs is not a bad
pain; it is a fulfilling experience of the process
of getting better.
I admit, it is not easy to be a runner. Running
takes a person who can fight a fight when the
fight seems lost. If you do not love cross-country,
you will not enjoy it.
However, if you do love the sport, then you
find joy in the pain and in the odd beauties
of the sport.

Photo by SADIE THORNTON

Harding cross-country team lines up on field for practice. The men’s cross-country team placed third out of six
at the Bob Gravett Invitational in Arkadelphia, Arkansas.

14 freshmen join track teams
ERIN FLOYD
head copy editor
Harding men’s and women’s crosscountry teams started their season strong
with the men placing third and the women
placing second at their first meet of the
season Sept. 13 in Arkadelphia, Arkansas.
The men’s five scoring runners placed in the
top 18, and the women’s five scoring runners
in the top 13.
Head Coach Don Hood said
temperatures reached 98 degrees during the
meet, so he wasn’t expecting the runners
to make their best times, but he was very
impressed with their efforts.
“The temptation for [students] is to
remember their best race and think, I can
do that every time.” Hood said. “And they
forget that circumstances dictate a lot of
what you can do, especially temperature and
the time of the year … But as a whole, I was
really pleased. I thought our freshmen men
and our freshmen women ran exceptionally
well. Our upperclassmen — not just seniors
— pretty well picked up where they left off.

So I feel pretty good about it.”
Hood said the first meet was treated
as part of their workout plan to get a feel
for the rest of the season rather than an
intense competition.
“I’m still trying to get to know them
and what their talents are and how they
race,” Hood said. “A lot of our [students]
are freshmen, and they’re running a longer
distance than in high school … so I just
wanted them to get the experience of that.”
The women’s team of 13 has five freshmen,
and the men’s team of 16 has nine freshmen,
making about half of the runners new to the
collegiate-level cross-country scene.
Sophomore Sydney Tabor said that
with a new coach and so many new
freshmen joining the team, it’s a fresh
start for everyone. Tabor said this
change has brought the team’s focus
back to their purpose as runners and
given them the freedom to manage their
own success.
“So the change, as I would say about
any change in life most of the time, has
kind of made us refocus and realize why

we came here, because we’re all sort of
freshmen again,” Tabor said. “So we
have the renewed drive and renewed
energy with Coach Hood.”
Freshman Trevor Koonce said the
team is going into the season focusing
on goal development, community as a
team, and building their mental game
as individuals and as a group. Koonce
said the team also has their eyes set on
regionals.
“I think that’s what our team goal is
at least, to hit [regionals] with a really
high benchmark, really hit it as hard as
we can,” Koonce said.
Tabor said the overall mindset of
the season is to not only improve their
individual times, but to also improve as
a team.
“I think within the season we’re
just going to focus on being together
as a team and focus on getting better
holistically, not just as runners,” Tabor
said.

NON-STOP

Three Harding women’s soccer players play full soccer game

Photos by RYANN HEIM

(Above) Michelle Morgan moves ball down field. (Top left) Samantha Rupe goes for the ball in game against UT
Tyler. (Bottom left) Jessica Woessner blocks the goal. The three played the full 100 minutes of the game.
KASSIDY BARDEN
student writer
On Friday, Sept. 6, Harding women’s
soccer had their first game against Wayne
State, winning the game 1-0 in overtime
penalty kicks. The game was played as the
opening game of the UNK Fall Classic
Tournament.
The winning point was held to the last
minutes in overtime. Junior forward Melanie
Spurgeon was fouled by the goalie in the box
and received a penalty kick. Spurgeon found
the sweet spot in the right lower corner of
the net to win the game. This was her ninth
career goal and her third game-winning goal.
“Once I saw that we got a penalty kick,
I was 100% confident that we were going to
score and win the game,” said senior Michelle
Morgan, team captain. “I remember being
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Edition
If you could only eat one
meal the rest of your life,
what would it be?

very excited and so proud of the girls on
the team.”
Sophomore defender Samantha Rupe
was also elated when she realized this was
their chance to win.
“It was a wave of relief because the whole
team had been waiting for the opportunity
to score, and we finally got the chance,
because a win is a win — no matter how
big or small,” Rupe said.
Rupe, Morgan and senior goalkeeper
Jessica Woessner all played all 100 minutes
of the game with no substitutions, a rarity
among preconference games. Morgan said
they like to give newcomers a chance on the
field during preconference games to see how
they will face against future opponents.
“I didn’t think anything about playing the
whole game, but I do think it is everyone’s

Sydney Tabor

Nick Sooto

cross-country
Chicken
Chicken
Parmesan
Parmesian

goal to get as much playing time as possible,”
Rupe said.
According to the players, the team triedsto
push each other to be the best they can in
every aspect of their lives, not just on the field.
“This team is different from any team I
have been a part of,” Morgan said. “As we
focus on growth through the season, I hope
that each individual player becomes a better
soccer player, student and Christian.”
Morgan said she hopes that as a senior
and a captain, she can help each woman
achieve her goals and enjoy every minute
of the game they all love.
As well as being the first time Harding
has played Wayne State, this was the first
time in program history that the Harding
women’s soccer team won its season opener
in overtime.

football

Samatha Rupe
soccer

Dylan Hendricks
football

Alex Sendra
tennis

Barbeque
Chicken

Mac and
Cheese

Chicken

Rice

Perdiendo el
Norte

If you could only watch one
movie the rest of your life,
what would it be?

Top Gun

Moana

Molly’s Game

Harry Potter
and the Deathly
Hallows,
both parts

If you could only wear one
color the rest of your life,
what would it be?

Light Blue

Black

Yellow

Green

Blue

If you could only watch one
show for the rest of your
life, what would it be?

Gilmore Girls

The Office

Gossip Girl

The Office

Suits
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Keeping his eyes above the waves

Senior Mitchell Mayes surfs in Oahu, Hawaii.
Mayes spent his summer working with Surfing
the Nations.
Photo courtesy of MITCHELL MAYES

TODD GRAY
asst. sports editor
Despite hailing from land-locked Tulsa,
Okla., senior Mitchell Mayes found his
joy and passion through a ministry called
Surfing the Nations. As the name suggests,
most of the members enjoy coastal activities
such as surfing, which is fitting to their
shore-side base in Oahu, Hawaii, where
Mitchell interned. His interest in surfing
began when his family took vacations to
the West Coast and evolved from there.
“Sophomore year, I was starting to search
more into what I would do, even outside
of majors and everything, and one day
surfing came up,” Mitchell said. “It started
coming up more and more, and it looked
like that’s what God was wanting me to

do. So I said, ‘Ok, God, I don’t know if you
know this, but I’m from Oklahoma.’ That’s
when I applied to Surfing the Nations, and
it’s crazy how it led to that.”

We believe surfers have a
unique call on their lives: to
go — to use their thirst for
adventure to bring them to
places of the world that are
in need.
– Tom Bauer,
founder of Surfing the Nations

Freshman Kelcy Mayes, Mitchell’s sister,
agreed that this was God’s calling for him.
She said she never would have expected

her brother to have taken up something
like surfing since they lived hundreds of
miles from the nearest shore.
“It started with whenever we went to
Hawaii in 2010,” Kelcy said. “We went
surfing, and I feel like he just really loved
that. But again, I’m from Oklahoma. My
family’s more of a mountain family, so it’s
not like we go to the beach all the time or
he’s always wanted to do that. So I really
do think it is a God-given mission for him,
because it wouldn’t have been given to him
by God if he would have gotten tired of it
or if he said, ‘I’m from Oklahoma, I can’t
do this.’”
Mitchell Mayes said Surfing the Nations
had a great impact on him spiritually.
He said that he was able to thrive and
grow spiritually in the atmosphere. Mayes
also said he wants to encourage more

Harding students to be involved with the
ministry, if possible.
According to their website, Tom Bauer,
founder of Surfing the Nations, said the
ministry strives to share love through surfing.
“Our desire is to see lives changed inside
and outside of our organization, locally
and internationally,” Bauer said. “We are a
community made up of people who believe
in using their talents and passions — from
surfing and beyond — to give back and share
a message of love and hope. We believe
surfers have a unique call on their lives:
to go — to use their thirst for adventure
to bring them to the places of the world
that are in need. We want to give surfers
a purpose and a desire to serve others and
build friendships all over the world.”

Watch out dogs — this raccoon
may be man’s new best friend
Student raises unconventional pet

Simon the raccoon enjoys a snack on the
front lawn. Nathan Mayes raised Simon as a
domestic pet.
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Senior Nathan Mayes smiles with his pet raccoon, Simon, on the front lawn. Mayes rescued Simon
after he was found in a neighbor’s attic.
JESSICA SIMMONS
student writer
It’s about 4:30 on a Tuesday afternoon.
The weather app says it’s 97 degrees, but
you know better, and as you stroll past the
Heritage Building, you can’t remember
why you decided to come to Arkansas
before November. Then you turn to look
at the front lawn and stop hard. You rub
your eyes, but you’re not having a heat
stroke — that really is a guy walking a
raccoon on a leash.
The guy? Nathan Mayes, a senior visual
arts and leadership and ministry major.
The raccoon? Simon.
Simon entered the picture when the
Mayes’ neighbors found raccoons in their
attic and brought them next door because
of the Mayes family’s long history with
animal care.

“My grandad and mom, basically our
whole family, has been rehabilitating animals
for a long time,” Mayes said. “We’ve had
all kinds of wild animals — owls, hawks,
deer. Basically anything you can think of.
We rehabilitate a lot of them and send them
back out into the wild. We’ve acquired a
lot that really can’t be set back in the wild
and had some that we just kept as pets.”
This was the case with Simon.
When he was found, Simon’s eyes weren’t
even open. Now, he’s about 6 months old,
the size of a cat and as playful as — well
— a raccoon.
“He’s kind of like a puppy that can
climb walls,” Mayes said. “He plays with
cat toys, and basically he likes to play with
people more than anything.”
But how does one begin caring for a
wild animal?
According to thesprucepets.com, raccoons
are a lot like large ferrets or puppies but

The guy?
Nathan Mayes.
The raccoon?
Simon.

have characteristics that are still special
to their species … always full of mischief.
“Many experts advise against keeping
raccoons as pets, as they are difficult to
tame and have health issues that are hard
to manage,” thesprucepets.com said.
According to Mayes, the experience
is vastly different from having a dog or
cat. For example, a domestic animal may
be caged for hours but still be excited to
see its owner. Wild animals, on the other
hand, are less forgiving. They require more
research beforehand and increased attention,
but the effort is worthwhile for Mayes.
“Honestly I have more of an appreciation
for … God’s creation [due to having these
animals],” he said. “I love seeing just how
awesome he is, like creating these things
for us to enjoy … I want to make sure
animals are treated well. I guess having
animals has given me a really big respect
for them.”

Some of Mayes’ friends believe his pets
have impacted their relationships.
“I’ll say we’ve definitely gotten closer
because of the raccoon,” said junior Clayton
Beasley. “We were already really close
friends, so I’ll say just any other weird
experiences like this will bring us closer.”
Mayes certainly doesn’t believe that
his experience is for everyone. However,
he does encourage others to be aware of
animals in need.
“I think there’s tons of animals that
need people to reach out and take care
of them,” he said. “Anytime we see an
animal hurt on the side of the road, we’ll
… either take care of it ourselves or take
it to a specialist. Anyone who sees that, I
would encourage to stop and try to help
them.”
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A Harding student’s review of Searcy’s coffee shops
MARY FENNER
guest writer

Introduction
When my sister decided to come to
Harding, I knew that the best way for anyone
to get acclimated to Searcy was to go on a
coffee crawl. Before we went on the crawl,
we set up some rules to help us find the best
place for coffee in Searcy: 1. We would only
go to locally owned coffee shops — sorry
Starbucks. 2. At every shop, we would ask
the barista what the most ordered drink was,
assuming the most ordered was the best. 3.
We ordered every drink iced because it was
too hot to drink hot coffee. 4. We ordered
every drink with almond milk.

Stu’s Brew Coffee & Espresso
This coffee shop may be easy to miss
because it is a small one-room building on
the side of the road with a drive-up window
on either side. Stu’s Brew has two locations in
Searcy — one on Beebe Capps and another on
Race Avenue. We went to the Beebe Capps
location, and our barista recommended the
crème brûlée latte. The Stu’s Brew cup is very
minimal — a clear plastic cup with a thick,
colorful straw. This latte had the perfect
balance of sweetness, milk and coffee. Stu’s
Brews was also the quickest coffee stop; if
you’re ever in a rush and need to get a coffee
before class, Stu’s Brew is the stop for you.

Located on Beebe Capps Expressway, Mr.
Postman is a cozy coffee shop that doubles
as a post office. Mr. Postman made us feel
right at home with the comfy seating options
and chill music playing over the speakers.
The cozy, hippie, farmhouse aesthetic invites
people to stay. The barista was friendly and
recommended The Flannel — a latte flavored
with white chocolate, hazelnut, toasted
marshmallow and maple. The coffee was
sweet and reminded me of sneaking a sip
of my mom’s coffee when I was younger.

Savor + Sip
The inside of Savor + Sip is minimal and
classic. The white walls and seamless décor
make for a great study environment. While
the front room is full of long tables and
college students studying and catching up,
the back room houses comfy chairs, plants
and plenty of natural light. Our favorite spot
was the back room because we believed it
would be a great place to curl up with a book
and a latte on a Sunday afternoon. Savor +
Sip’s lattes are generously sized, perfect for
sipping and strolling through downtown.
We ordered the brown sugar cinnamon
latte, which is perfect for anyone who loves
drinks that taste like fall. We both agreed
that we’d like to go back and try the latte
hot when the temperature starts to drop.
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Students come
together to encourage
healthy lifestyles while in college
GARCELLE HODGE
student writer
Hea lthy Eating Active Liv ing
(HEAL) was brought to Harding
Univeristy’s campus this fall, overseen
by associate professor of kinesiology,
Dr. Britney Finley.
The student-led organization focuses
on teaching individuals how to lead a
healthier lifestyle while treating their
bodies as living temples.
The organization offers various
activities for members to participate
in such as Zumba, self-defense classes,
yoga, weightlifting and cooking classes.
More variations will be offered as the
organization moves forward.

We have to take care of
our bodies to be able to do
what God wants us to do.
– Dr. Britney Finley
director of HEAL

“We are trying to bring awareness
to the student body of why it is good
to eat healthy and to be living actively
and how to be an active person,” HEAL
member and junior Desiree Byrd said.
President of HEAL, sophomore
Anna Beaver, joined the organization
because of her passion to focus on taking
care of oneself, rather than working
out for looks.
“It does not have to be about body
image at all,” Beaver said.

Midnight Oil Coffeehouse
This is a homey coffee shop where you
can always find someone you know enjoying
coffee and the company of others. According
to our barista and last year’s “M.O. Madness”
bracket, the most ordered drink is the Black
Bear latte, which has flavors of maple and
black walnut. We took our cold coffee drinks
outside to enjoy the nice weather. The Black
Bear had a smoother taste than the rest of
the coffees we tried. The Black Bear’s flavors
were strong, but not too sweet, and we could
really taste the coffee in this drink. This latte
is perfect for someone who prefers a coffee
that’s not too sweet.
Three hours and four lattes later, our coffee
crawl adventure came to a close. We not
only learned which coffee we liked, but we
also found places to study. Next time you’re
bored on a Saturday or feel like you need
a cup of coffee, grab some friends, hop in
your car, and follow our coffee crawl. Don’t
forget to stay hydrated and tip your barista.

Many people may not know what to
do when they walk into a gym. Beaver
said she wants to encourage and educate
people in the correct way to exercise
through this organization.
“You just have to come and participate
and gain that knowledge of the correct
form you need to be using in the gym,”
she said.
As the director of HEAL, Finley said
she is very passionate about creating a
culture of wellness on Harding’s campus
incorporated with glorifying God.
“Take care of your temple,” Finley
said. “I am so passionate about physical
education and health education and
HEAL, because we have to take care
of our bodies to be able to do what God
wants us to do.”
According to organizers, HEAL’s
purpose is to bring awareness to unhealthy
living and get people excited about
eating healthy. Over 60 students have
signed up to participate in HEAL on
campus this fall with 15 group leaders.
Both men and women are welcome in
this organization.
Junior Cody Rozell, a HEAL group
leader for men, got involved because
of his own personal experiences with
active lifestyle habits.
“I joined HEAL because fresh out
of high school, I played sports, but I
did not know how to work out,” Rozell
said. “I did not know how to eat well.”
Rozell and other HEAL members
believe strongly in HEAL’s mission
statement to have a foundation of healthy
in order to serve God for a longer time.
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Senior Mary Fenner takes a trip around
Searcy to compare locally owned coffee
shops. Fenner tried the most popular
coffee drink from each establishment
and reviewed them on taste, size and
convenience.

Finding your place

Student organization fair offers
opportunities to connect
EMILY NICKS
editor-in-chief
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Mr. Postman Expresso

The semester is undeniably settling into
a rhythm, with social clubs entering the
third week of mixers and classes nearing
the midterm mark. However, there are
still many opportunities for every student
to find their place to belong at Harding.
The annual organizations fair will take
place on the front lawn from 6-8 p.m.
tonight. Over 30 Harding organizations
signed up to attend, and students can explore
opportunities for involvement on campus.
Caitlin Denton, assistant director of
First Year Experience and students in
transition, helped organize the event this
year. She said students aren’t always aware
of the various clubs and organizations
open to them.
“Social clubs are great, but they’re not
everybody’s interest,” Denton said. “[The
organizations fair] is just a different way
to show how many other options there
are at Harding. It’s for people who are in
social clubs and people who aren’t in social
clubs; it’s for everybody. There are just so
many different groups and so many different
interests at Harding, so this is just our way
of trying to let people know what’s here.”
According to Denton, there are over 100
organizations at Harding. She said though
not every group will be present for the event,
students should actively search for a way to
get plugged in on campus.
Senior Mary Kathryn Wicker is one
such student who has found her place. A
sports and recreation management major,
Wicker is the student founder of a new

club on campus, HU Explore. Wicker
said the group’s goal is to provide relevant
opportunities to connect students who are
passionate about outdoor recreation.
“When I first came to Harding, I didn’t
know anybody,” Wicker said. “So for people
like me, getting plugged in helps transition
from high school where you know everybody
to college where you don’t know a lot of
people. It helps you find good, close friends
with the same interests as you, so I think
it’s important.”
Denton said there’s much more to the
college experience than just going to classes.
She said connections are key during this time,
and looking into joining an organization is
a great way to be open to that.
“[Joining an organization] is just a really
good way to meet so many people and
connect with other people,” Denton said. “If
you don’t connect with people while you’re
here, then you’re not going to enjoy your
time. At least, you won’t make the best use
of your time here if you don’t get to know
other people.”
Junior Da rly nn Wan is a St udent
Association international representative.
She said being willing to meet and talk
to other people helped her get plugged in
to the Harding community after moving
from China.
“I think for freshmen, what they need to
do to get involved is step out of their comfort
zones,” Wan said. “Go to the activities just
to have fun … If you miss them, you’re going
to regret it at some point in the future. There
are a lot of people out there willing to talk
to you and make friends with you, it’s just
you need to see those opportunities.”

New Student Organizations
Harding AERO: AERO is a new organization centered around radio controlled
aircraft. AERO is looking for any students interested in engineering, design, marketing and flying to join the club.
Pre-PT Organization: The Pre-Physical Therapy Organization’s goal is to help
students learn about the prerequisites they’ll take in the program. They also bring
in guest speakers to describe their PT school experiences. Another benefit of the
organization is networking with other students who want to go into PT.
Pre-Optometry Club: The Pre-Optometry Club is building awareness of the
current optometry profession and graduate school opportunities as well as coordinating shadowing and volunteering opportunities for its members.
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