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FORWARD
EMILY GRIFFIN | The Bison

Seniors Hallie Hite and Nora Johnson were voted Student Association (SA) president and vice president after elections on Thursday, April 5. This will be
the first time for both a female president and vice presdient to lead the SA.

First female SA president and vice president duo
RAIANNE MASON
features editor
There have been only three female Student Association
(SA) presidents in school history. The first was Susan
Brady in 1977; the second was Susan Vaughn-Hassmann
in 1990, and now, 18 years later, senior Hallie Hite joins
the list of leading ladies.
Serving beside Hite will be SA vice president Nora
Johnson. Together the duo is the first ever female president
and vice president pair. Johnson said the two were unsure
how the student body would feel about having female
leaders after such a long stretch of males.
“I know it was scary for us to think about running
because we weren’t sure where Harding’s mentality was
at, and we weren’t sure if Harding was ready for a change
quite so drastic,” Johnson said. “But it’s cool to see that
Harding is. I hope that people see that it can be done and
that you don’t have to be a man to be in leadership. You
just have to be qualified and passionate about it.”
Hite said she went into the campaign with the mentality
that if she did a good job she had just as good of a chance
as anyone else. She said she believes the SA presidential
position has been dominated by males due to their better
exposure to the student body.
“I hope that people
see that it can be done and that
you don’t have to be a man to be
in leadership. You just have to be
qualified and passionate.”
- Senior Nora Johnson
SA vice president elect
“I think that generally speaking, males are more involved
with leadership positions on campus, which speaks to our
greater administration that is mostly male dominated,”
Hite said. “In chapel we see a lot of males, and generally
those are the people who are more exposed to the student
body. They’re the people who get more involved and tend
to want the leadership roles. … I’m hoping that being a
female SA president will encourage more females to run
and try for more leadership positions in general and to
show that it can be done.”
The leading ladies before Hite, Brady (1977) and
Vaughn-Hassmann (1990), each paved the way for women
in office in their own right. As the first female SA president,
Brady appointed four other women to head committees,
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as well as restructured the committee selection process to
include an application and regularly scheduled progress
reports.
According to an article by Randy Kemp in the 1977
Bison newspaper, Brady had a “dynamic personality” and
was “always teeming with practical and action-provoking
ideas.” He also said she was effective in her communication
with the student body as well as the administration, and
spent time acquainting herself with the rules, procedures
and people of the Harding community.
According to Johnson, Hite also shares in many of
these characteristics.
“I think it’s pretty easy to tell when you first meet
her that Hallie is driven and, when she sets her mind to
something, she will do everything that she can to get it
done,” Johnson said. “I think that it’s also really important that Hallie is personable, and she just has a lot of
really good relationships with a lot of people. I think it’s
important that you have someone that’s driven in office,
but I think it’s also important that you have someone
that’s approachable.”
According to SA sponsor and assistant professor of
mathematics Jill Davis, Hite also shared many personality
traits with Vaughn-Hassmann.
“They both (are) a name that everyone knows,” Davis
said. “Both (are) well-liked by everybody (and have) pleasing
personalities. And both were ready to roll up their sleeves
and jump in. … They had confidence that they could be
a leader.”
Both Vaughn-Hassmann and Hite focused on creating
deeper and more transparent communication between the
student body and the administration. Vaughn-Hassmann,
who ran for SA president unopposed in 1990, focused her
campaign on creating ways for students to interact with the
administration, using the slogan “Elect the student body
for SA president.” Vaughn-Hassmann also encouraged
female leadership in her administration. When she ran for
sophomore class president, her entire executive committee
consisted of women.
Hite said she hopes to encourage relationships between
students through creating greater common space and increasing the number of town hall meetings. Hite, Johnson
and the other members of the newly-elected SA ran under
the campaign slogan “Keep Moving Forward.” Johnson
said they chose the slogan because they wanted to convey
an appreciation for what the SA accomplished this year,
as well as a drive for future improvements at Harding.
Before the election, both Johnson and Hite had experience
serving on the SA. Hite is currently a member of both the
SA technology and White County relations committees,
and Johnson is the sitting Jr. Female Representative. Hite
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was one of the 2017 Impact co-directors, through which
she was able to build relationships with the student body
and administration.
“I just got a better grasp of what Harding was about and
(what) went on behind the scenes,” Hite said. “After that
I kind of realized that being SA president was something
I could do.”
Davis said the administration always strives to be
transparent and believes Hite’s new initiatives will help
the flow of information between all parts of the Harding
community.
“The SA serves as a bridge between the student body
and the administration,” Davis said. “But it’s a bridge that
goes both ways. We are there to share the concerns of the
student body with the administration, but one thing that
they find out very quickly is that they get to peek inside the
administration and then represent them to the student body.”
This opportunity is one Hite said she is excited for.
“I think it’s important for the student body to not view
the administration as this angry cloud looking down upon
them,” Hite said. “I think a lot of people see it as an entity
and not the really great people that make up the administration. The more you have communication generally
speaking, the more you have understanding.”
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Washington D.C. and now serves as chair of the Women’s Initiative at the George W. Bush Institute, where
she focuses on global healthcare innovations, women’s
empowerment, education reform and veterans affairs.
“They have stayed so engaged in their community
and in the U.S.,” Pruitt said. “It is so admirable because
it could be so easy for a presidential family to take a bit
of a breather after leaving the White House, but they
haven’t. I have watched both of them work so hard every
day and get up early and work every day to stay involved
in the community.”
Chancellor Dr. David Burks, who served as director
of ASI before becoming university president in 1987, was
at Harding when George H.W., Barbara and George W.
Bush were a part of the ASI series.
“There has been a long established relationship,” Burks
said. “They obviously were a key part of this country, so
I think it’s just neat to have her here as well. She lends a
perspective from a woman that I think is really important.
I think students have a lot to learn from her quiet way of
leading and the respectful way in which she handled her
position. She exudes grace under pressure, and I think
that’s what students will take away.”
The preparation for hosting a speaker of Laura Bush’s
caliber is more extensive than for previous speakers. Kirkman said lists of all the employees and students involved
in the event, from the ASI committee and Public Safety
officers to catering staff, were sent to the Secret Service
in order for background checks to be run. Public Safety
officers will work with the Secret Service as security and
Public Safety student workers will play a bigger role in
managing seating and ticketing in the Benson. The doors
will open an hour and a half in advance to allow for the
extra layer of security and ticketing.
“It’s a huge step up from the events we typically have,”
Kirkman said. “I hope that the audience realizes that we
have the former first lady with all that she has experienced
and how, just to be sitting in the audience with her and
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The American Studies Institute (ASI) will welcome
former first lady Laura Bush, wife of 43rd president George
W. Bush, to Harding’s campus for the final installment
of this year’s Distinguished Lecture Series on Monday,
April 16. When ASI began making arrangements for
its last speaker, ASI executive Director Kim Kirkman
collaborated with President Bruce McLarty to choose the
final lecturer of the year. Kirkman said they selected Laura
Bush in hopes of educating a young audience about a time
in American history many of them may not remember.
“As a former first lady, Mrs. Bush holds a lot of ideals
that Harding University holds, as well as the American
Studies Institute,” Kirkman said. “She lived in the White
House and was the president’s wife during 9/11. In four
years, we will have a whole group of students that weren’t
born when 9/11 happened, so I’m glad to be bringing her
to campus so she can share about some of that.”
Senior Chandler Pruitt served intermittently as Laura
Bush’s personal intern, beginning in 2014 at her personal
office in Dallas, Texas, where she and George W. Bush
founded the George W. Bush Presidential Center, which
is home to the Bush Presidential Museum, Library and
the George W. Bush Institute. Through her work with the
Bushes, Pruitt said she found a role model in Laura Bush.
“She has been through so many incredible situations
throughout history that she has handled so well, and
that’s something that I have absolutely learned from Mrs.
Bush, how to handle very difficult, trying and sometimes
stressful situations with so much poise and composure,”
Pruitt said.
During and after her time as first lady, Mrs. Bush wrote
a New York Times No. 1 bestselling memoir, founded the
Texas Book Festival and the National Book Festival in
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Courtesy of OFFICE OF UNIVERSITY
COMMUNICATIONS AND MARKETING

Former first lady Laura Bush will appear as the
American Study Institute’s final distinguished
lecturer on Monday, April 16 at 6:30 p.m.
hearing her stories and about her life, how it adds to
your own life when you get to hear things and be closely
connected with someone like that.”
For more information about future ASI events contact
Kim Kirkman or speak to a student officer.

Arts and Life presents‘Wardrobes and Rings’
CAYLEIGH THOMAS
student writer

“Wardrobes and Rings,” a theatrical
performance about C.S. Lewis and J.R.R.
Tolkien, will take place as the final event of
the Harding University Arts and Life Concert
Series today at 7 p.m. in the Administration
Auditorium.
According to Harding’s website, “Wardrobes and Rings” is a three-person theater
production that imitates renowned fiction
authors Lewis and Tolkien. The play is
set in 1963 at the Eagle and Child pub in
Oxford, England.
“Though the play itself is not based on a
true meeting, everything the characters talk
about is true,” Audrey Ney, tour coordinator
for “Wardrobe and Rings”said. “The play is
about deep-rooted friendships and what can
happen when we sometimes let little things
come between us and someone we really care
about. It's about forgiveness, really.”
Jay Walls, associate professor of music,
said many are familiar with books by Lewis
(“Chronicles of Narnia”) and Tolkien (“The
Lord of the Rings”), and with the play the
audience can catch a glimpse into the lives

Courtesy of OFFICE OF UNIVERSITY COMMUNICATIONS AND MARKETING

Harding Arts and Life will host “Wardrobes and Rings,” a fictional conversation
between acclaimed authors C.S. Lewis and J.R.R. Tolkein, today at 7 p.m.
in the Administration Auditorium.
of these highly influential authors.
The Department of Music chair Cliff
Ganus said “Wardrobes and Rings” is an

opportunity to share an evening with two
Oxford scholars whose works are still read
today.

“It is beneficial to encounter people like
Lewis and Tolkien, who have thought about
their faith, who have questioned it, defended
it and shared it with others,” Ganus said.
Ney said she thinks the audience will
be able to relate to something within the
play because the show lets the audience be
a “fly on the wall” and learn things about
Lewis and Tolkien that people may have
not known before.
“I think these were two men who were
able to meld their love for Christ and their
passions so beautifully,” Ney said. “They are
true examples of what can happen if you give
your talents and skills over to God and let
him do what only he can do.”
Walls said David Payne, who plays Lewis,
performed at Harding last year and that the
audience enjoyed his performance. Walls also
said he believes this year’s show will be just
as good as last year with the ending of the
season for the Arts and Life Concert Series.
“Wardrobes and Rings” will conclude
the Arts and Life Concert Series.
Tickets are $3 in advance and $5 at the
door. For tickets and more information on the
production of the shows, visit www.harding.
edu/concertseries or call 501-279-4343.

Former Camp Wyldewood director arrested
SAVANNA DISTEFANO
editor-in-chief

Former Camp Wyldewood director Robert Powell was
fired after being charged with one count of video voyeurism.
He was arrested on April 6 after a camera was found inside
a camp cabin set to record video, according to an April 9
statement by the White County Sheriff ’s Office.
According to Camp Wyldewood board president Jared
Cox, an adult married couple was temporarily living in the
cabin during the camp’s off-season. Powell confessed to
concealing the camera in the cabin to target the woman,
and no other recording devices were found in the cabin,
the White County Sheriff ’s Office reported.
“We are confident that this incident is an isolated event
that only occurred over about a week’s time,” Cox said.
“We’re confident that we can go forward and serve the
community for many, many years to come.”
Cox said the sheriff ’s office investigation is complete
but the camp was conducting an internal review with an
outside consultant, as of press time. Wyldewood closed

the camp to all activities, including a student-led service
project of Bisons for Christ, Harding’s annual day of service on April 11. Cox said the camp will reopen when the
review is concluded.
“(Powell) has served Wyldewood very, very well — very
faithfully — with exemplary record, so this incident is not
consistent with his history at all,” Cox said. “However, the
board is fully committed to ensuring the safety of all of our
guests and everyone who comes to Wyldewood, whether
you’re a staff member or camper, guest, whatever, that is
our top priority. When we found out the news, we realized
that we needed to make plans to go forward from there.”
After Powell’s arrest, the Wyldewood board met on
Saturday, April 7 and the following day terminated Powell
and named assistant director Chad Hudelson the interim
director. Cox said Hudelson has been involved with the
camp since 1995 and has served as a teacher, coach and
principal for Christian schools in Alabama and Georgia.
Wyldewood has served as the location for Harding-affiliated retreats and functions. Though both Powell and
Hudelson are Harding alumni, the camp is not owned by

the university.
“Many people in the (Harding) network are part of the
Wyldewood family, but Harding and Wyldewood have no
official affiliation,” Cox said.
The camp published a statement on Facebook on Sunday,
April 8, stating that the incident was not associated with
any campers, camp functions, camp activities, retreats or
group rentals.
“Camp Wyldewood strives to offer a Christian environment for all campers, guests, employees and visitors,”
the statement said. “We are deeply saddened by the events
that have transpired and make every effort to ensure our
facilities are safe and secure for all.”
The Camp Wyldewood statement said the camp was
fully cooperating with local authorities.
“I just want people to know that the board is committed
to the safety of everyone. We are committed to our mission
and we are thankful for all of our support we have received,”
Cox said. “The Wyldewood heritage is deep and there are
a lot of people who have rallied around us and supported
(us), and we’re thankful for that.”

State | Arkansas Gender Pay Gap

A study released on April 9 by the National Partnership for Women and
Families found that women in Arkansas are paid 78 cents to every dollar
men are paid. Women of color were affected more heavily, according to the
Arkansas Democrat-Gazette.

National | Facebook Hearings Begin

Following outrage surrounding the Cambridge Analytica/Facebook scandal,
Facebook CEO Mark Zuckerberg testified before Congress this week to
answer questions regarding the data breach and users’ privacy protections,
according to CNBC.

International | Syria Chemical Strikes

On April 8, a chemical attack killed dozens in Douma, Syria. On April 11, U.S.
President Donald Trump indicated possible missile attacks on Syria, prompting
an international response, according to The New York Times.
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Different perspectives: Facebook Privacy

BRAVER
THAN YOU
BELIEVE

The pursuit of privacy

guest
writer
cayde newton

T

his Wednesday, Facebook CEO Mark
Zuckerberg spent his second day
testifying before Congress in a navy suit
and tie, facing the lower chamber, after
spending Tuesday in front of the Senate. This
all comes after the London-based political
consulting firm, Cambridge Analytica, which
was contracted to perform data mining and
analysis services by both the Trump and
Cruz 2016 presidential campaigns, was
accused of collecting and misusing over 50
million users’ data without their consent and
for purposes other than those advertised.
Coming after one of the world’s deadliest
school shootings in Parkland, Florida, just
weeks ago, the ongoing Facebook privacy
scandal brings only the discord regarding
liberty and privacy further into the national
spotlight. With many fingers, though perhaps
justifiably, being pointed at Zuckerberg

and even some users, I find it important
to recognize where the responsibility of
ensuring a reasonable right to privacy
ultimately lies.
Next month, the European Union
will bring into effect the General Data
Protection Regulation (GDPR), which
will further protect the personal data of its
citizens. Zuckerberg initially claimed that
he would abide by these regulations and
even claimed that the privacies were being
shared by Facebook users worldwide. He
has since become more and more vague
in his dialogue regarding the GDPR and
has not committed to enacting its changes
to its over 2 billion users.
It is here where the fingers of those
on the pro-privacy side of the spectrum
start taking their aim towards Zuckerberg.
Many say that he carries the obligation of
protecting the site’s users on his shoulders
as his social responsibility to the business.
Save any massive drop in userbase, though,
what consequences does Zuckerberg, or
Cambridge Analytica for that matter, have
for not honoring these regulations?
It is the duty of those troubled by these
regulations to respond, either by deactivating
their accounts or by petitioning their

representatives for further regulation. I am
of the opinion that the aforementioned
responsibility of ensuring a reasonable right
to privacy rests only on the shoulders of
Zuckerberg to the extent that he is legally
obligated. The most efficient means of
ensuring said right to privacy is through
further regulation.
To clarify, I am not at all in defense of
Zuckerberg’s refusal to further his commitment
to user privacy from a personal standpoint.
I would like to think that if I were in his
position, I would prioritize transparency and
privacy across the platform. I am instead
saying that there should be no expectation
that Zuckerberg do this until the government
implements legislation to back it up.
I think the EU laid a solid legislative
framework, and if it is something by which
we as a nation are troubled, we should follow
their footsteps. Until then, I am content
signing over my privacy with every terms
of service agreement.

been regardless.
Twitter has recently changed their privacy
policy as well. According to the Electronic
Frontier Foundation, Twitter has switched
from a Do Not Track standard tool to a selfregulatory program, the Digital Advertising
Alliance (DAA). This program allows its
users to opt out of customizing adds while
most really want to opt out of tracking. The
Electronic Frontier Foundation says it is
“similar to asking someone to stop openly
eavesdropping on your conversation, only
to watch them hide behind a curtain and
keep listening.” Basically, Twitter is still
tracking its users, but doing so in a more
discreet manner.
It is easy to force blame onto Facebook
when Zuckerberg is such a public figure,
but Facebook is only one of many websites
tracking its users and using their information
to better target adds. It is not an FBI agent
providing you with those creepy ads of a
sandwich you talked about wanting two
days ago, but rather the privacy tracking
tools of all of your apps.
The most startling aspect of this debate
is the role Facebook seems to have played in

the most recent election, but can Zuckerberg
truly be blamed if it was Cambridge
Analytica, the political consulting firm, that
harvested the information? Yes, Zuckerberg
should be more careful about the data tools
he allows to use his site, but he was not
the one giving away user information, so
why are we so upset over this one website,
especially considering it was the consulting
firm using Facebook’s platform to retrieve
their information?
Users expect their private information
to stay private, but in an increasingly online
world, this is becoming more difficult.
Facebook should be more careful about who
they allow to track their users’ information,
but Facebook is not the only website that
should do so. I am not sure which is more
terrifying — Facebook knowing my political
ideals, or Google knowing exactly where
I have been and when I have been there.

CAYDE NEWTON is a guest writer for
The Bison. He may be contacted at
anewton2@harding.edu.

Don’t blame the player, blame the game
guest
writer
darci flatley

F

acebook privacy issues have been
ongoing, and this most recent apology
tour of Mark Zuckerberg’s is just another
notch in his bedpost of wrongs. Facebook,
however, is not the only app that tracks user
information.
Google can tell you exactly where you
have been over the last several years, and
even the routes you have taken between
each location. It shows you which YouTube
videos you have watched so it can target
adds to you. The most eerie thing Google
has on its users is the ability to tell them
when they last turned on and off their
lights, thanks to their new Google Home
device. You are safe to turn your lights on
if you do not own this device, but know
that Google knows exactly where you have

DARCI FLATLEY is a guest writer for
The Bison. She may be contacted at
dflatley@harding.edu.

IN CASE YOU MISSED IT ... SENIOR SPRING EDITION
·paige· @paigekylie · Apr 1
when i’ve been going to school here for 3 years but the wifi still only automatically connects
to HU-Guest

Dustin Schandevel @D_Schandy24 · Apr 3
I need a tornado that will take away all of my student loans, pick me up and place me at my
future job location with a new car
I’d storm chase that tornado
Natalie Fredrick @natdawgswag · Apr 9
I could fail every class and be fine because it’s the 2nd week of April and I still have DCB
and THAT my friends is the true mark of success.

darc @notdarc · Apr 11
I have one slide for my senior sym presentation but it is so beautiful and perfect that I don’t
want any other slides and want it to just be that one

staff

jaisa hogue

Empy the
dreamcatcher

O

ne of my best kept secrets is that I’ve
actually been writing something that I
someday hope will become a book. I’ve not been
brave enough to really show anyone what I’ve
finished so far, or even to tell people that I’m
writing it. I guess I think that if I tell someone,
I’ll be obligated to finish it or even share it with
them, and that’s too scary for me. It’s a story
that is kind of important to me, and I’m not
brave enough to risk someone telling me it’s
actually terrible.
For this “book,” I read a lot of suggestions
from actual authors in hopes of improving
my writing. I was going through a list that an
author had made of all the things you should
know about your character. The list contained
questions like, “What are their major flaws?”
and “What would they make a scene in public
about?” I started asking these questions about
myself to see if I knew the answers. What am
I reluctant to tell people? What am I most
afraid of ?
Most of the questions were actually hard
to answer, but when I asked myself what I’m
most afraid of, I easily listed a ton of things
and struggled to choose which topped the
list. That kind of worried me. I’m even scared
of being scared.
Then I remembered one of my favorite columns I wrote in high school. It was about how
I had always been afraid of being insignificant.
It’s a fear that has always kind of haunted me,
like a whisper in the back of my mind, telling
me that I will never do anything of real importance in my life. I think that’s probably still
my number one fear: that nothing I write will
ever impact anyone.
I’ve been writing columns like this one
since my sophomore year of high school, and
sometimes I wonder if anyone ever actually
reads them, or if I’ve ever helped or inspired
someone through them. A part of being afraid
of insignificance is a strong desire to say something true, something brave. I hope to one day
write something I have never had the courage
to write before.
One of my favorite movies is called “The
Art of Getting By,” and it’s about a boy named
George. He’s a misanthrope and a fatalist who
doesn’t do any of his homework. Eventually, his
teachers and principal tell him that he has a
week to complete a whole semester’s worth of
work in order to graduate. My favorite of his
teachers is Mr. Harris, the art teacher. Instead of
assigning George a stack of assignments, Harris
says he simply wants one meaningful work.
“I want you to look in the mirror, listen to
your gut, and make an image that speaks to
the real you — what you care about, what you
believe,” Harris says. “As long as it’s honest
and fearless.”
I know it’s not the best movie ever made —
not even close — but it’s just stuck with me
over time. I think I learn something different
from this movie every time I watch it. Most
recently, it’s told me that it’s OK to be afraid,
because fear tells you that you’re about to do
something brave.
After reading the list of things to know
about your character, I continued to browse the
internet and found a post about dreamcatchers.
It said that, every so often, a dreamcatcher has
to be emptied of the nightmares it has caught.
Like dreamcatchers, I think there comes a
point when we have to let go of the things that
scare us so that they don’t take up all the space
in our heads and keep us from accomplishing
important things.
Mr. Harris’ assignment made me realize that
it’s OK to be afraid. In fact, fear is necessary
because it makes the accomplishment even
more powerful. We just can’t let fear stop us
from creating something honest and fearless.
JAISA HOGUE is the opinions editor for
The Bison. She may be contacted at
jhogue@harding.edu. Twitter: JaisaDanielle

Savanna DiStefano
editor-in-chief
Raianne Mason
features editor
Anna Little
news editor
Emily Faulkner
head sports editor
Dustin Schandevel
asst. sports editor

Jaisa Hogue
opinions editor
Jacob Ardrey
lifestyle editor
Delilah Pope
head copy editor
Justin Duyao
asst. copy editor
Nora Johnson
asst. copy editor

Hannah Hitchcox
editorial asst.
Sterling McMichael
head photographer
Emily Griffin
asst. photographer
Ryann Heim
asst. photographer
Natalie E. Smith
head web editor

Julia Reinboldt
asst. web editor
Chance Gowan
head multimedia editor
Jordan Huntley
asst. multimedia editor
Zach Shappley
asst. multimedia editor
Darrian Bagley
head graphics

Katelyn Allen
Jacob Broyles

Anna Carr
Caitlin Denton

Darci Flatley
Cayde Newton

Cayleigh Thomas

Sawyer Hite
asst. graphics
Rachel Gibson
illustrator
Sam Shepherd
pr/marketing
Paige Cushman
asst. pr/marketing
Katie Ramirez
faculty adviser

guest writers

OPINIONS
4A | Friday, April 13, 2018
KEEP IT
SAVVY
savanna distefano

Finding similarities
in our differences

I

went to elementary school with a boy named
Dilraj. I am certain he was Indian. I remember him wearing a turban on his head. As a
kid, I did not think much of it. We sat next
to each other in typing class, and we always
competed to see who could type the fastest.
I remember thinking he was very smart and
that his mother’s hair was very pretty, as I
noticed it neared her ankles when she picked
him up from school.
I never knew why Dilraj and his relatives
were the only boys in school to wear turbans,
nor did I ever ask, but this weekend I was
able to learn a little bit more about his life
than even our third grade teacher probably
ever knew.
As part of Dr. Monte Cox’s Living World
Religions field trip, our class had the honor
of visiting and observing several places of
worship, including those of the Baha’i, Islam,
Hindu, Sikh, Jewish and Buddhist religions.
At the Sikh place of worship, a gurdwara,
we met a man named Raj. He is a retired
engineer living in Chicago, his home for a
few decades now since migrating from India.
Raj practices Sikhism, a monotheistic religion
predominantly practiced in India. He wears
a turban on his head, which tames his uncut
hair and serves as a head covering to honor
the Adi Granth, the Sikh holy book.
The Sikhs were very friendly, serving us
a meal known as “langer,” which involves a
practice of sitting on the floor and serving
anyone who comes despite social class or
religion. They believe in respect and serving
to others.
These ideals were similar within all of the
places of worship we visited. The Muslims at
the mosque prepared us lunch, and our guide
Umar was quick to respectfully explain his
beliefs and answer our hard-pressing questions.
Duane, our host at the Baha’i temple, was
excited to tell us their belief in Baha’u’llah
and his writings about unified religion, humanity and God.
All of the people we encountered were
fully devoted to their way of life and the
god(s) they worshipped. They did not try to
convert us, but to be honest and willing to
show us why they dedicated their lives to their
specific faiths. And, though others on the trip
disagreed, I cannot sincerely say that I feel
pity for these people. They are as firm in their
beliefs as much as we are in ours. Instead, I felt
a sense of connection with them — sharing
in humanity and acknowledging the spiritual
nature within us.
I wonder how different our Christian reputation would be if we did the same, being open
and vulnerable to difficult questions instead
of quickening to the defense. I wonder how
different Christians would be viewed if more
people sought God with reverence, an honor
to stand before him instead of moaning or
disengaging in chapel and church services.
I wonder what would happen if we viewed
and loved people of differing religions with
respect, thinking little of differences, as a child
views a classmate.
My mother useds to tell me about the
comparative religion course she took during
her time at Rochester College (then called
Michigan Christian). Her class did not have
a field trip like ours, but she was able to visit
different places of worship. Now, I cannot
help but believe that this exposure played a
role in her acceptance of other people who
had differing beliefs.
I bet one day I will tell my children about
this trip, too, and teach them not to be afraid
of unfamiliar faces, or even the turban that
covers the head of the boy they sit beside in
class. Not only do I believe that this makes us
more knowledgeable and effective Christians,
but more loving and compassionate people.

SAVANNA DISTEFANO is the editor-in-chief
for The Bison. She may be contacted at
sdistefano@harding.edu.
Twitter: vanna_distefano

Illustration by RACHEL GIBSON

Do soulmates exist?
guest
writer
katelyn allen

A

ll my life I have prayed for my future
husband. I pray that he is happy, healthy
and growing spiritually. I pray that God will
place him in my life at just the right time,
and that I will realize he is the one I want
to be with. If God is omnipotent, then he
must know who I am supposed to spend the
rest of my life with. Does this mean I have
a “soulmate”?
The concept of soulmates has been around
for a very long time. Movies such as “A Walk
to Remember” (2002) and “Serendipity” (2001)
push the idea of destiny within a love story,
which has truly influenced my generation’s
view on love. I have never been sure if I believe
in soulmates or not, so I decided to find out
for myself by asking others and seeing what
the Bible could tell me.
I asked three very different individuals if
they believe in soulmates. Each person gave
me a different response and each answer

opened my eyes a little more to how people
truly view the concept of destiny and placing
their futures in God’s hands.
Freshman Kylie Sides said, “I want to believe
in (soulmates). I want to think someone is out
there that was made for me. I think there are
people you can be happy with, but I think God
put a person on earth that will make your life
perfect, or as good as it can be.”
Freshman Ian Wright said, “Yes, I believe
there is someone for everyone; however, I
don’t necessarily believe in the conventional
soulmate philosophy.”
Both of these thoughts have crossed my
mind before. As much as I would like to
deny it, I am a hopeless romantic. I love the
idea of someone being made just for me,
but something about this philosophy feels
empty. There is a void I needed to fill, I was
not satisfied yet. Then senior Erin Fletcher
came along.
Erin, a well-respected Harding student and
one of my dearest friends, explained to me
how the Bible teaches that love is a choice,
and how she believes God is our soulmate.
We were born to follow him, and if we are
to be with a significant other in our lifetime,
then it is God’s will.
All three students romanticized soulmates,

but Erin’s answer stirred something in me.
Talking with her about soulmates and the
concept of being created for another person
gave me an entire new perspective on God’s
love for me and how I should love him.
“In all these things we are more than
conquerors through him who loved us. For I
am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels
nor rulers, nor thing present more things to
come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor
anything else in all creation, will be able to
separate us from the love of God in Christ
Jesus our Lord” (Romans 8:37-39, ESV).
Love is a choice, and you can choose to
love whomever you want. I still pray for my
future husband, but now I know that God’s
plan for me is much greater than anything
I could ever imagine. Now I know the only
thing that could ever fill any part of me that
feels empty is God and God alone. We are
not made to spend the rest of our lives with
one specific person, but to serve one specific
being. I don’t believe I have a soulmate to
spend the rest of my life with, but I have God
to serve for the rest of my life.
KATELYN ALLEN is a guest writer for
The Bison. She may be contacted at
kallen11@harding.edu.

What’s Your Opinion?
Want to write an opinion for The Bison? Contact Jaisa Hogue at
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recently overheard a group of students
talking about OPIs. In case you aren’t
taking a foreign language class, the acronym stands for oral proficiency interviews.
The students all felt they had done poorly,
and they seemed to enjoy discussing their
shared linguistic ineptitude. As a teacher
I winced, but as a former student, I had
a flashback to high school French class.
One day when I was a sophomore, we
had an honest-to-goodness Frenchman
visit our class. His name was Monsieur
Zachary, and we enjoyed seeing this
charming elderly man in his beret. He told
stories from French history and sang us a
song about the Champs Elysees. Then he
decided to test our French pronunciation.
The teacher, Madame Whittemore, looked
nervous.
She had good reason to be. My high
school was in Conyers, Georgia, a town
where French culture struggled to flourish.
And the student who our guest selected for
the impromptu quiz was an unfortunate
choice. Mary Sue was a fine person, but,
bless her heart, languages were not her
forte. Let’s just say that her accent lacked
a certain “je ne sais quoi.”
All the man asked was for her to repeat
the phrase “I want” in proper French, but
the tragedy unfolded something like this:
M. Zachary: Please repeat after me,
“je veux.”
Mary Sue: Jer ver.
M. Zachary: Non, non, non. JE . . .
VEUX.
Mary Sue: JER . . . VER.
This went on for another four or five
minutes, with no change in the result. I
heard that later Monsieur Zachary went
back to France, a broken man. Plus, I don’t
remember Madame Whittemore inviting

French Fails
michael
claxton
any more authentic French people to our
class after that.
But I soon made my own faux pas. I was
halfway decent at French, and the teacher
nominated me that year for Governor’s
Honors, an academic summer camp for
students who had no talent in sports. The
competition for a spot involved an oral
interview. I was terrified. Unlike a written
test — where you are not present to see
the teacher’s disappointment when she
grades your exam — an oral interview is
a real-time opportunity to crush the spirit
of a grown person.
All these years later, the incident is a
blur, but I’m fairly certain that, among other
blunders, I managed to tell the interviewer
that I was the youngest girl in my family.
Those gendered nouns got me every time.
Naturally, I spent that summer at home.
But that was not my only competitive
humiliation in French. Once a year, Clayton
State College hosted a creative arts festival
for high schools in the greater Atlanta
area, and they had a category for French
drama. The best student in our class had
written an original play in French and was
hoping that the festival would be his big
break. He just needed a cast to perform it.
The group he recruited was hardly La
Comedie-Francaise. We had no acting
talent, no memorization skills and almost
no personality. But Tom reassured us that
we would not have to memorize anything

or even pretend to act. We were simply
going to sit on the stage in a circle and
do a choral reading of his play.
We rehearsed three or four times. The
reason we did not rehearse more was that
Tom could not stand it. I read somewhere
that the playwright Jean Paul Sartre used
to sit in the audience during rehearsals of
his plays and moan in agony. Tom was
more polite as we butchered his play, but
quite a few times I saw him biting his
nails. And occasionally his arm.
When the day of the festival arrived, we
slumped into our seats in the auditorium,
dressed in the usual high school grunge, and
awaited our call. The Von Trapp family we
were not. Consider our horror, then, when
the group before us hit the stage running
with period costumes, memorized dialogue
and even choreographed sword-fighting.
As they exited to thunderous applause —
and shouts of “Encore une fois!”— our
play was announced.
No doubt inwardly cursing the fact that
he had been born in Georgia instead of
Marseille, Tom took to the stage, and in
eloquent French, explained to the judges
that we did not realize the level of staging
expected and were only prepared to read
an original play. The judges let this travesty
proceed, and we got through it somehow.
We even received an honorable mention
in the foreign drama category. However,
since there were only three entries, that
means the judges awarded first place,
second place, and honorable mention.
That was 30 years ago. I doubt we’ll have
a cast reunion. Oh, well. Que sera sera.
MICHAEL CLAXTON is a guest
writer for The Bison. He can be contacted
at mclaxto1@harding.edu.
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Finding
your field

Sports are universal languages.
I have always loved this aspect and
that they can be used as a mission
field. As head sports editor for
The Bison, I might be biased in
my love for sports. However, the
love of sports spans the globe.
We do not have to know the
same language to have a connection
with people.
In many ways, the love of
Christ is similar. Christianity brings
together the least likely people
from all around the world. I love
to think of this concept — even
though we may view certain aspects
of religion differently we are still
united in Christ, and sports can
be a means for people to see him.
I think Philippians 4:13 is a
good verse to remember when we
fail or use as a humbling reminder
that the victory really is not ours
when we win. The verse says “I can
do all things through Christ who
strengthens me.” The verse does
not say “I can do everything on my
own” or “I will always win because
of God’s strength,” but rather that
we will each be able to face our
own battles with a strength that
only comes from God.
Too often in sports, we get
consumed by our own issues, and
it so quickly becomes all about us.
We often need to take a step back
and realize that maybe the injury
happened for a reason. Maybe we
did not play great so we could be
humbled. Maybe there is more to
life than winning.
We must never forget that our
ultimate victory comes from Jesus.
This world is not our home.
In both sports and and religion,
I would like to acknowledge that
it is not all about winning, but
giving your all.
If an athlete only focuses on
winning or losing, they will most
likely quickly lose the love of the
game and feel defeated, even after
a win.
If Christians focused only on
ourselves, a similar phenomenon
would take place. We would get
caught up in our transgressions
and consumed by a sense of unworthiness.
However, we must give it our
all when we are here. We are called
to do everything as if working for
the Lord (Colossians 3:23).
Actions speak louder than
words. Especially as Christians,
we are held to a higher standard
of speaking life and lifting others
up in all aspects of our life, sports
included.
Being a student athlete at a
Christian university has given me
insight into many different cultures.
I have had teammates and friends
who are not religious at all, and I
have learned so much from them.
Words and actions are both
such powerful resources, they
should never be taken for granted.
No matter where we are or what
stage of life we are in, we are called
to be more.
Even though there is sometimes
a Harding bubble, it is important
to remember the world outside
and realize that one day, we will
all be out there. How are we going
to make a positive impact?

EMILY FAULKNER is the head
sports editor for The Bison.
She may be contacted at
efaulkner@harding.edu.
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Freshman Morgan Salvan competes in a match against the Northwest Missouri State on March 17 in Searcy. Salvan won
a doubles match alongside sophomore Alejandro Sendra, 8-6 and a singles match, 6-4 and 6-2. Salvan's next match is
today against the Oklahoma Baptist Bison in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma at 7 p.m.

Salvan smashes school record in first year
ANNA CARR
student writer
DUSTIN SCHANDEVEL
asst. sports editor
The men’s tennis team added
a player from Millau, France, this
season, and to say it has been
successful would be an understatement. Freshman Morgan Salvan
made history when he won his
22nd singles match against the
Arkansas-Fort Smith Lions on
April 10. Salvan passed Darren
Wade’s record of 21 wins set during
the 1997-98 season. Head coach
David Redding said he got in touch
with Salvan’s agent and was able
to set up a skype call with him.
Redding said they loved Salvan’s
personality, and after a few more
conversations, he offered Salvan
a scholarship.
“He is what I expected him to

be skill-wise, but he is great in his
ability to adapt to the United States,
Searcy and the school,” Redding
said. “He has room to improve as
a tennis player, but he works well
with the team. We affectionately
call him ‘Frenchie,’ and he likes
that, and he gets along even better
than I could have imagined with
the team.”
Salvan said his friends back
home were in full support of his
decision to join the Bisons.
“First thing I told them I was
coming to the U.S., they said it
was an amazing chance for me,”
Salvan said. “Most people in France
dream about coming to the U.S.
They were all happy for me and
told me to keep working hard.”
Redding credited some of
Salvan’s success to his left-handedness because it gives him an
advantage since few tennis players

are left-handed. He is also 6’4”,
so as long as he keeps improving,
Redding said that he will be among
the top players Harding has had
in a while.
Salvan said coming to the U.S.
was a great opportunity for him
to become a better tennis player.
“We are from all different countries, so we know what it feels like
to be over here alone and we are
all close because of that,” Salvan
said. “We are all very good friends,
and I’m very happy to have these
teammates. I’m the youngest on the
team, and the seniors help bring
in great leadership to our team.”
Neto Cacace, men’s graduate
assistant, has helped Salvan in
practice throughout the season.
Cacace played tennis during his
undergraduate years at Harding
and this is his first year helping
with the team. Cacace knew Salvan

would break records.
“Morgan is a really great player,”
Cacace said. “The sky is the limit
for him. Usually people play even
better into their sophomore and
junior year, so I think he is going
to keep growing and maturing.
When Morgan played in France, he
played on clay courts, so he wasn’t
used to the hard courts as much,
so I see him breaking records in
the year to come for sure.”
Salvan is 22-4 in singles
competition and will wrap up
regular season play today against
the Oklahoma Baptist Bison at
7 p.m. in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. Salvan will later carry his
regular season success to the Great
American Conference Tournament
on April 19 in Bentonville, Arkansas. For more information on
the men’s tennis team, visit www.
hardingsports.com.

Men’s tennis shakes off loss to Oklahoma
JACOB BROYLES
student writer

hard. Redding said he has
never questioned his team’s
work ethic.
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that
played
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he knew his team worked us. We didn’t give up and things that each one of us

must do better and apply
them in future matches.
This match showed us the
damage we can do. We will
probably play against this
team in the conference
tournament, which will
make us work harder, so
next time we will come
out on top.”
The men’s team is currently third in GAC standings,
won one in-conference
match left. They have an
overall record of 11-6 and

a conference record of 1-1.
The team’s last in-conference
match will take place today
against Oklahoma Baptist
University at 7 p.m. Redding
and the rest of the team
know the magnitude of
this match and are already
preparing for it.
“It’s going to be a battle
against Oklahoma Baptist
next Tuesday,” Redding said.
“Everything we do until then
is to prepare us to play our
best tennis against them.”
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Track teams leave Little Rock Open with wins
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Junior Jon Ogle competes in poll vault at the Harding Invitational in Searcy, Arkansas on March 24. The men's and women's track teams will compete
in the UCA Open today at 10 a.m. in Conway, Arkansas.
YOVANI ARISMENDIZ
student writer
The men’s and women’s track and field teams competed
at the Little Rock Open on Saturday, April 7 with a
reduced roster after head coach Steve Guymon made the
meet optional to avoid potential injuries.
The women won three field events, including freshman
Liz Fouts’ discus win at 40.02 meters, sophomore Jenni
Nadeau’s javelin throw win at 35.97 meters and freshman
Cara Mason hammer win at 41.78 meters.
Meanwhile, the men scored two victories in f ield
events. Junior Tru Pierce won the hammer at 38.54 meters
and freshman Matthew Hipshire won the pole vault at
3.50 meters. Only freshman Addison Roberts brought
home a track win with his time of 56.99 seconds in the
400-meter hurdles.

Roberts said he was pleased with his performance, as
his primary goal in the hurdles competition was to gain
experience and improve his times.
“It definitely was freezing. The meet before that was also
very cold so if anything, the last meet actually prepared
me for this meet,” Roberts said. “I decided to go because
I needed to work on hurdles. We have a big conference
week coming up so this will prepare me in case (it) rain(s)
or gets really cold.”
The lower temperatures pushed back the starting time
of the events at the University of Arkansas. Field events
were scheduled to begin at 10 a.m., and track events at
11 a.m., but were rescheduled for 2 p.m.
Nadeau said the delayed start times caused frustration
for her and the other athletes as they waited to compete.
Even though the meet was optional, Nadeau said she saw
an opportunity to improve her performance.

“I think right now I am just competing against myself.
It is not really the ‘getting-first-place title’ that I am
(worried) about, it is more like getting a better personal
record,” Nadeau said.
Guymon said he will probably take a reduced roster to
the UCA open as well, which he referred as a “tune-up.” He
added that he has his sights on the GAC Championship
tournament, which is only a week away.
“We are in a tight battle in conference with a couple of
other teams, and we cannot afford any injuries,” Guymon
said. “We are preparing for next weekend, that is what
we are focused on. Everything we do is a preparation to
get to that point.”
The men’s and women’s track and field teams will travel to
Conway to compete at the UCA Open today at 10 a.m. This
will be the last competition before the GAC Championship
tournament on April 19 in Magnolia, Arkansas.

ranked third with a conference record of 2-1. Although
SOSU has a higher rank, head coach David Redding was
confident his team would come out on top.
“The match was ver y winnable for us, so it was
disappointing and hard to swallow that we lost,” Redding
said. “We had some good matches leading up to it, and
we let it slip through our fingertips. They all gave great
effort, (but) we just were not able to come out on the
winning side.”
Although the team did not attain the victory, one of
the bright spots of the match was Golubic reaching her
50th doubles win of her career. She is only the 20th Lady
Bison to have ever reached this accomplishment, according
to Harding Sports.
“I didn’t even know that was my 50th doubles win,”
Golubic said. “(It) definitely sounds amazing to hear I
have accomplished something like that and helped my
team by doing so. Let’s keep them going.”
The Lady Bisons have three in-conference matches

remaining, but Redding wants the team to approach one
match at a time.
“I always say that the next match is the most important,”
Redding said. “Since we lost our first conference match to
Southeastern Oklahoma State, the next three are huge.
We don’t have any margin for error if we want to win
conference, but I want the girls to approach the match
right in front of them and to not look down the road.”
The Lady Bisons tennis team has an overall record of 125. With only a few weeks left until the GAC tournament,
Redding and the rest of the team said they are looking to
finish the year strong.
The Lady Bisons played Tuesday, April 10, and after
being down 0-3 in doubles, came back and won the match.
The win Tuesday was the fifth time of the season that
the Lady Bisons have come out on top of a 5-4 match.
After matches on Thursday, April 12, and Friday, April
13, the GAC Tournament will take place on April 18 in
Bentonville, Arkansas.

Bouncing back before final conference matches
JACOB BROYLES
student writer

The Lady Bisons tennis team suffered a 5-2 loss to
Southeastern Oklahoma State University (SOSU) on
Saturday, April 7. The defeat marked the team’s first
Great American Conference (GAC) loss of the season.
The Lady Bisons fell behind early by losing two of three
doubles matches and lost four of the six singles matches.
Harding’s two points came from a doubles victory by senior
Laura Golubic and sophomore Arisa Takanashi who won
8-3, and a singles win by Golubic, who won 6-2, 6-2.
“I played well, but I could have done a little better,”
Takanashi said. “I think we all gave our best shot against
them, but they are a good team also and played better
than us. If everyone played a little better, we could have
taken the win.”
SOSU is currently ranked second in GAC standings
with a conference record of 2-0, while the Lady Bisons are
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Jacob Doak

Chelsea Howard
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Madison Trump

Mason Faulkner
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softball
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Do you believe
in ghosts?

I believe angels
and demons are
confused
as ghosts.

No, because I’ve
never experienced
anything with
ghosts.

No, because I
haven’ t seen
one yet.

Yes, there is
one in Stephens
room 330.

No, but they
seemed real as
a child.

What is the scariest movie
you have ever seen?

“Chicken Little.”

“Insidious.”

“The Conjuring.”

“The Conjuring.”

“Annabelle”
really freaked
me out.

What is your
biggest fear?

Being a small
humanoid
chicken during
an alien invasion.

Having an
accident and
becoming
paralyzed.

Snakes.

300-yard
shuttles.

Being alone
in the woods
at night.

What is the best way to
scare your friend?

Using the
adjective “silly”
way too often.

Hiding behind
something and
jumping out.

Sneak behind
him and blow an
airhorn in
his face.

Hiding in a spot
they least
expect you.

Slam the brakes
when your friend
sleeps in the car
on road trips.
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A hundred letters from war: an old time love story
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The second installment of the ‘Harding Place’ series featuring the facility residents
4B | Friday, April 13, 2018

PAIGE CUSHMAN
asst. PR/Marketing
When Ralph Theobold enlisted
in the Navy during World War II
at age 17 to fulfill what he considered his patriotic duty, he did
not lose touch with his girlfriend
back home — they wrote to each
other every day.
D ur ing his 13 months of
service, Ralph and his now wife
Eleanor, who goes by Ellie, corresponded with over 100 letters,
which they have kept in multiple
rubber-banded bundles through
cross country moves and 71 years
of marriage.
“We just clicked,” Ellie said.
The 90-year-old residents of
Harding Place met September of
their senior year of high school in
central Illinois. Although he did
not start boot camp until June,
Ralph enlisted a month after
they met.
“We were in study hall. She
went to the proctor to ask a
question, and that’s when I saw
her,” Ralph said. “For me, it was
love at first sight.”
Ellie agreed it was Ralph’s duty
to serve in the Navy, as both of their
fathers had served in World War
I. She originally planned to fulfill
her patriotic duty by becoming a
military nurse along with many
of her classmates.
“You would’ve got to wear
that nice uniform,” Ralph said,
laughing.
Instead, Ellie enrolled at the
University of Illinois and studied
family and consumer sciences
while Ralph was in boot camp
as the war came to an end. He
recounted how Japanese suicide
bombers drove their planes into
American naval ships during his
service.
“I could picture myself out there
on the ship with ... people diving

Photo Courtesy of ABIGAIL COOPER

On April 3, Eleanor Theobold and her husband Ralph hold a bundle of over 100 letters they wrote to each other during of
their relationship. The two believe their meeting was love at first sight and have been married for 71 years.
their airplanes at me,” Ralph said.
Ralph did not return home until
the summer of 1945, more than six
months after Japan surrendered,
when he enrolled at University
of Illinois.
Shortly after, Ellie moved away
to work in the state capitol, but
they continued to write to one
another.
Finally, in June of 1947, after
three years of an intermittently
long-distance relationship, they
married and lived together at
University of Illinois before moving
to Chicago where Ralph attended

Northwestern University Medical
School.
They lived in Springfield, Illinois and Quincy, Illinois while he
worked as a radiologist and she
stayed at home with their three
children.
Now, they have six grandchildren — one of whom attended
Harding — and six great-grandchildren. They credit their steadfast
commitment to each other for 71
years to their faith.
“When we were married, the
divorce rate was considerably
(lower) than today. I think that

everything in a marriage doesn’t
go along smoothly. You have to
work out your differences,” Ralph
said. “I think one thing that kept
us together was the kids. We just
seemed to work through our tough
times. Religion comes into it. You
need to go to church together,
have Bible studies.”
W ith their oldest son and
daughter-in-law living in Searcy
and a grandson in Cabot, they were
drawn from Clearwater, Florida,
where they retired, to Harding
Place only 10 months ago.
When asked what they enjoyed

doing together, Ellie promptly said
“Make love.” Ralph laughed and
recounted their international trips
together to Asia and Europe and
Wii bowling at Harding Place.
“She’s good looking, she has a
good sense of humor. We always
have fun together,” Ralph said.
Ellie said their love is not exceptionally special, but reflected
on it fondly.
This is the second installment
of the "Harding Place" series. The
f inal installment will appear in
the next edition of The Bison, on
stands April 20.
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During the months of March and April, two groups of students traveled to Chicago for field trips. The Department of Art and Design and the advertising
campaigns class visited the city to tour different agencies, while the Living World Religions class visited various places of worship.

Far reaching field trips: Students travel around U.S.
CAITLIN DENTON
student writer
NORA JOHNSON
asst. copy editor
Throughout the semester, students are
given opportunities to get outside the Harding
bubble and learn more about their professions. Through different trips, courses take
students across the U.S., to Chicago, New
York, Washington D.C., Dallas, Nashville
and more.
On March 14-18, the Department of
Art and Design, along with the advertising
campaigns class, took a trip to Chicago. The
group spent time going to different agencies,
exploring the city and learning more about
what art and advertising have to offer.
“It is good to move the classroom environment out of Searcy sometimes and have
a learning process that doesn’t involve our
campus, even though it is great,” senior advertising major Aaron Bunner said. “Sometimes
it is nice to learn from new people.”

This was the first time Bunner had been
to a city like Chicago, and he said it helped
him better understand what advertising
would be like in a big city. Not only was it
challenging, but according to Bunner, it was
his favorite experience from being in the
advertising department.
The National Broadcasting Society Convention is held once a year in either Washington D.C. or New York City. This year, it
was hosted in Washington D.C., and five
members from Harding’s chapter attended
the event.They were able to take in sights
around the city like the Lincoln Memorial,
the White House and the Holocaust Museum.
Although they did a lot of sight seeing,
they also attended panels on broadcasting,
producing, writing and shooting with various
people in the broadcasting industry.
“I think it is important to go on trips like
this because it really shows how passionate
you are about your field,” senior Katelyn
Perrett said.
On the last night of the convention, at the

award show, Harding won the most improved
chapter of the year award.
“We had an amazing studio and program
and going to these conferences always reminds me of how grateful I am to have the
opportunities Harding gives me,” Perrett said.
Each semester, Dr. Monte Cox, dean of
the College of Bible and Ministry, travels
with his living world religions class to either
Dallas or Chicago to visit various places of
worship. On April 5-8, the class traversed
across Chicago to learn more about the different religions discussed in class.
“I felt like it was an eye-opening experience
that helped me grow in my understanding
of the world,” senior Alydia Partlow said.
According to Partlow, the class visited
several places of worship order to immerse
themselves in various religions they had been
studying throughout the semester.
“I was able to see what we’d been reading
about in books, but I could apply it more and
relate more … after seeing their practices
first-hand,” Partlow said.
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Tracing haunts of the Galloway Ghost
In light of Friday the 13th, The Bison staff revisited previous articles written about the alleged ghost that roams Harding’s campus. Gertrude,
known affectionately as Gertie, is said to have been a student Harding’s predicessor Galloway College who died in an elevator shaft in Godden Hall,
the multipurpose building that stood where the Administration Auditorium is now. According to the book “Haunted Halls of Ivy: Ghosts of Southern
Colleges and Universities” by Daniel W. Barefoot, the bricks used from Godden Hall were used to build the now Lee Building. Below are Bison
clippings that retell the story of Gertie and the experiences of students years later.
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1936

“Belief Advanced That Boy’s Dorm Is Inhabited By
Galloway Ghosts”
unknown author
Beware, James McDaniel. The ghost stalks again and
more brazen and bold than ever before. What tortured spirit
can it be that roams nightly through Godden Hall? Can
it be a vampire interred deep in the catacombs below that
comes up to creep along the silent halls of its sequested
home? Can it be one such creature as Dracula, roaming the
cmapus and creeping in windows and stalking boldy about?
Perhaps it is some campused ghost trying to scare the big,
bad moniter away so that it might use the front door as it
is accustomed to do. Maybe it is the spirit of Galloway, too
long a antaive of these walls to be banished from them or
maybe it’s just the same restless specter this inhabited Hones
Jim’s closet last winter.
Whatever it is, we may never know and yet this very
night you might hear its feet padding on the floor within
your room. You might feel its cold breath across your face,
and know that some grave has issued up its dead to come
and haunt you. Or else it might flee in terror from you as
the one did last year when it saw McDaniel. Who knows
what might happen? All I know is you’d bettter put an an
ax above your dooor to keep the Harding Swamp Spirit out!
Of course, the moniter tried to console his fears by telling
himself it was some late Harding wandereer attempting to
creep in unheard but I won’t be kidded. It passed my door
and I know it was a ghost. It couldn’t have been human because it only touched it’s feet to the floor about three times
coming down the hall and made a keen swishing sound as
it rounded the corner and darted into some nearby room.
Beware, the place is haunted!

to the Huts until a final disposition of her case is made. In
the meantime if anyone knows of a home for retired ghost
please communicate with the president of The Alumni
Association or refer it to the senior class for consideration
as a term project.

1950

“Erie Story of Galloway’s Female Ghost Unfolded by
Scribe”
Written by Christ Elliott
I am told, in hush-hush tones, a story that unfolded years
ago in the creaky corners of Godden Hall that plunges my
blood to icy depths and speeds my pulse to rapidity.
The epic began when Galloway College for girls was in
full bloom, holding the position of one of the finest education
institutions in the south. The school was young and actively
centered around a sweet dame called Gertrude then one
late November evening while most of the women were fast
asleep, tragedy struck a bitter, terrifying blow.
Gertrude came in from a small party with some friends in
town, said goodnight to her date, and climbed the stairs to
her room. The white, frilly evening gown she wore swished
merrily as she tip-toed down the long corridor. Suddenly
she halted listened for a moment as though she heard a
sound changed her course and began walking cautiously
toward the now abandoned three story elevator shaft. Her
long platinum blonde hair rolled across a white neck as she
ccked her head to listen again.

1948

“Galloway Ghost Faces Eviction as Talk of Godden’s
Razing Grows”
Written by Al Goldman
The alert and prompt action of an able and efficient
Bison photographer has enabled us to print this unusual
and striking photo of the campus’ famed “Galloway Ghost.”
Rage, the result of the recent ground breaking exercises and
constantly recurring rumors of the demolition of Godden
Hall, has goaded friend ghost to retaliation.
...
Nothing, absolutely nothing has ever been done about
ghosts on a national or local scale. Neglect has been our
watchword. Some ghosts have given a lifetime of service and,
like our Galloway ghost, no adequate provisions have been
made for retirement. No wonder there is agitation, cracked
mirrors creaky steps sudden chill drafts, toothless bannisters
and the like Hospitalisation, housing and Unemployment
insurance might help also. The important thing is how to
apply these things to ghosts.
The personal history of the Galloway Ghost is a difficult
one to track down. Her (we assume it is a her) beginnings are
shrouded in mystery and no amount of interrogation will pry
them from Faculty members who vacorted with her when
she was younger. At any rate old Gallie watched generation
after generation of Harding-ites matriculate and graduate
and also saw the occupancy of Godden Hall change subly
from men to women, Y’know, it would be interesting to know
just how many private conversation had been overheard and
of the intrigues which lost or won empires.
…
The Galloway Ghost is unquestionably worried, and it
is not difficult to imagine the furrows lining her tattle-tale
grey brown when she contemplates extinction with the
demise of Godden Hall or the possibility of renewed life in
one of the other dorms. Perhaps she ought to to be retired

Clipping from 1948 Bison

A blood-curdling scream rippled through the halls arousing
the other girls from slumber, and chaos took command of the
dorm. One young lady saw a huge, dark form hurdle by her
and disappear down the flight of stairs. An hysterical house
mother finally found wits enough to call the police and they
found Gertrude at the bottom of the elevator shaft — dead!
The blow had a devastating effect on the students. “Why,
Gertie would never get old, much less die,” they had said.
“She would always be beautiful, young, and vibrant.” And
even in death, associate’s agreed that Gertrude will looked
alive. They buried her in her white evening gown.
People began to say things about the college’ parents
withdrew their daughters:the school began to collapse and
in the meantime police found nothing the supposed killer —
finally the case was dropped under the caption “Accident.”
Several years later, just before Galloway closed down, a
freshman awake at mid-night and ambled down the hall
for a drink, A harvest moon cut ribbons of light across
the walkway. The freshman paused at the elevator shaft
and peered through the partly boarded area. She stifled a
scream, somehow managed to make it back to her room
and wakened her roommate. Just before she dropped into
a dead faint she told her roomy,. “I could see her in the
moonlight, sitting there in a white evening gown, combing
her platinum-blonde hair!”
…

It is told that she had said to her friends, “I love this place
and never intend to leave it never.” But, what are Ghostly
Gertie’s plans concerning the immediate housing shortage
that goes into effect when Godden Hall is wrecked? Will
she move to Patti Cobb? I doubt it. For, with the destruction
of Godden, so goes the ghost story.
And in the meantime make the most of her, girls a fourth
for rook is hard to find late at night around these parts.

1967

“Hallowed Halls Haunted?”
written by Doug McBride
The girl opened the door to her room and went in. Immediately she turned around screaming and pulling the hair
from her head by the roots. Shrieking, she ran back out to
the stairwell and fell the four stories to the ground floor.
She was dead. No one knows what she saw in the room.
In the summer of 1951, Godden Hall was torn down.
Part of the bricks and lumber was used in building the
Music Building.
The Pattern continues with the occurences of strange
happenings in the Music Building.
Some years ago, a girl was practicing piano in one of
the practice rooms on the second floor about 9:30 p.m. The
door was closed. She opened the door to see who was there.
She saw no one, only the door across the hall opening and
closing . No one was there. She left.
On another occasion, Drs. Davis and Moore were working
late one night in Dr. Moore’s office. It was after midnight.
They were about to leave when they heard a door slam upstairs. Dr. Davis told Dr. Moore to stay downstairs while he
went up to see who was practicing at such a ghostly hour.
The ex-Marine mounted the stairs, looked in all the rooms
and saw no one. Thinking the person had gone down the
other stairs he descended the stairs and asked Dr. Moore
who it was. Dr. Moore had seen no one.
On various nights, usually between the hours of 11 p.m.
and 2 a.m., sounds like footsteps are heard going down the
hall of the second floor usually from the north end to the
south end. The “footsteps” go for a few steps then a door
wither opens or shuts or both. The footsteps continue and
then a door is heard again.
This happens even when all the doors are locked and
the rooms are checked to make sure no one is in them. The
windows are shut and locked as is the fire escape door. Still
the sounds are heard. Doors which are locked at night are
found standing open the next morning.
Interest in this type of mystery has led to the formation
of a club on campus. It’s not official as the administration
is in the process of approving the constitution. Perhaps it
will be called the Association for the Study of Unknown
Inexplicable Occurrences. It’s main interest will be th4e4
study of UFO’s as well as the Godden Hall Ghost.
More storie about Gertie and campus experiences can be found
online at the link.harding.edu or in The Bison archieves through
the Brackett Library.
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