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Searcy, Ark., 72149

Dr. Evan Ulrey, first chairman of
the department of communication,
shares his story, page 3B

AMANDA FLOYD | The Bison
Evan Ulrey holds hands with his wife, Betty Ulrey, at The Crossing at Riverside on Feb. 16. Dr. Ulrey was chairman of the department of communication from 1950 to 1987.

Performance promises
‘fantasy, love, lunacy’
Department of theatre to present Shakespeare’s ‘A
Midsummer Night’s Dream’ this weekend and next
JESSIE SMITH
student writer
JOSHUA JOHNSON
editor-in-chief
The Department of Theatre’s production
of “A Midsummer Night’s Dream” opens at
the Ulrey Performing Arts Center on Feb.
16 at 7 p.m.
This particular production of Shakespear’s
classic comedy follows four lovers as they
encounter the supernatural on an island in
the Bermuda Triangle in 1758. “Everybody
should see this show,” director Steven Frye said.
“It’s funny; it’s fantasy; it’s love and lunacy.”
According to Frye, viewing Shakespeare
on the stage is always a valuable experience
since the plays were written to be performed.
Frye describes Shakespearean verse as
beautiful, funny and charming, though part
of the challenge is making Shakespeare
real to a modern audience used to prose.
The department has been working on the
production since November, and the cast
includes 20 students and one member of
the Searcy community. Seven of the student
performers are using the play as their senior
seminar project.
Senior theatre major Emily Ann Braziel
chose “A Midsummer Night’s Dream” for her
senior capstone. Specializing in makeup and
hair artistry, she wanted to finish her senior
year with “something this fantastic.”
“It has the opportunity for me to use
bright colors and make things you normally
wouldn’t put on someone’s face,” Braziel said.
Braziel went through three drafts by the
week before opening weekend in what she
describes as a trial and error process. From
the sketchpad to the actor’s face to the stage
lighting, each attempt at makeup requires

adjustment, but after months of practice
Braziel can finish creating a Midsummer
fairy in 20 minutes.
“My vision comes to life with my own
hand,” she said.
Junior theatre major Kennedy Priest is the
stage manager and has assisted the director
in preparing the show. Priest said she has
become used to arriving at the Ulrey at 7
p.m. and not leaving until 10 or 11 every
night in these weeks preceding the show.
“You have to be committed,” Priest said,
before adding, “(It is) so worth it.”
Senior theatre major Patrick Jones said
he has had the privelege of seeing this show
come together from all sides. Jones plays
the lead role of Lysander, and he also holds
the title of master carpenter on the theatre
build crew team.
“(Both) being in rehearsals and building
the setting of our show from the ground up
is truly immersive,” Jones said.
Jones said that this production’s interpretation of Lysander gives the character a
pirate-like persona.
“I wish I could say that I relate to the
character because he is smooth and clever
and always has the right things to say, but
honestly, I can’t,” Jones said.
Frye said that the true purpose of Shakespeare’s plays is only truly found when they
are both seend and heard.
“William Shakespeare was a brilliant
poet and story teller,” Frye said. “They were
written to be brought to life. ‘A Midsummer
Night’s Dream’ is coming to life up-close and
personal. Don’t miss it.”
The play will run Feb. 16-18 and Feb.
23-25 at 7 p.m. Tickets are $10 or free with
a CAB pass. Tickets can be purchased at
hardingtickets.com.
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Junior Emily Kilgore, senior Tiffany Beck and freshman Aly Davis, junior Katt Stinnett,
senior Micaleigh English, juniors Ross Smith and Braden Bowman, seniors Aaron
Young, Daniel Evans and Luke Dalton, and director Chuck Hicks react to the good
news that the group will be welcomed to perform in Cuba in August 2017.

Singers bound for Cuba
ABIGAIL COOPER
student writer

Good News Singers director Chuck Hicks
and Global Outreach and Mission Experiences
director Kenneth Graves visited Cuba on
Feb. 2 to make arrangements for Good News
Singers to perform this August.
“We travel about God’s green Earth
singing the message of good news and hope
to a world that desperately needs good news
and hope,” Hicks said. “We try to make sure
it has messages that are bigger than we are
and possibilities that could only be imagined
by those willing to do so.”
Graves heard Tony Fernandez, a missionary
currently serving in Cuba speak at Lectureship
last year about the work God was doing in
Cuba and approached Fernandez about the
possibility of sending students to Cuba in
the summer.
The Good News Singers will be the first
Harding mission team sent to Cuba. During
their trip, they will perform at churches, community houses and cathedrals. They will also
interact with kids at the national youth retreat.
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“Music tends to soothe the harshest of
differences between people. I think that’s one
of the reasons they would like us over there,”
Hicks said. “It crosses sectarian lines. Music
is so beautiful; it wipes away those things that
divide us and pulls us all together into a vision
of those things that unite us.”
Hicks and Graves met with the president
of the National Council of Churches and the
president of the Churches of Christ. Cuba’s
president of the Churches of Christ extended
the group invitations so they could receive
religious visas, which will allow them to sing
at the National Youth Retreat in Cuba.
“When we go there we are going to make
sure it’s not about us,” Hicks said. “It’s about
God and things that are bigger than us.”
Hicks said he believes the trip will help
the people hear something in acapella music
that they have not heard before. He also said
Tony suggests it would inspire the people to
want to sing better without their instruments.
“They’re looking for partnership in the
gospel,” Graves said. “I think it’s a good way
to open that up to our brotherhood and to
encourage the kingdom there.”
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4B
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Harding and ASU help prepare
students to be military officers
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Junior Emma Vincent, senior Chandler Pruitt and junior Ashley Hall participate in the National Prayer Breakfast on
Thursday, Feb. 2. This year marked the 65th anniversary of the five-day event started in 1953 by President Eisenhower.
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Students attend breakfast in D.C.
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On the morning of Thursday, Feb. 2, a
group of Harding students joined a room
of 3,500 political, military and corporate
leaders at the 65th National Prayer Breakfast
in Washington D.C.
The National Prayer Breakfast, started
in 1953 by President Eisenhower, is an
opportunity from individuals from around
the world to come together for worship
and fellowship. Representatives from all
50 states and more than 140 countries
attended the National Prayer Breakfast.
One of the few to be invited was Bible
professor Andrew Baker. Like many invited,
Baker attended the event as a delegate for
Arkansas and has done so for multiple
years. According to Baker, the National
Prayer Breakfast is an apolitical event that
began many years ago in order to bring
people together to pray for leaders, nations

and the world as a whole.
“It’s a great opportunity to meet people
from around the world,” Baker said. “We
are doing great things on the other side of
the world, and it’s a true statement to say
that you never know who you are going
to meet around the corner.”
Altogether, the National Prayer Breakfast
is a five-day event, and each day consists
of catered meals, speakers and prayers.
Baker said though he was only able to stay
in the District for two days, he attended
six events.
Along with Baker, a group of Harding
students attended the National Prayer
Breakfast in conjunction with the National
Student Leadership Forum, a leadership
training program through small groupbased relationships.
According to senior Daniel Evans, they
first learned about the National Prayer
Breakfast while at a NSLF banquet in
Little Rock last fall.
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“We didn’t think it would be a possibility,
but they got us there,” Evans said. “And
we are very grateful to those who make it
possible for us to go. It was an incredible
experience.”
According to junior Emma Vincent,
one highlight of the trip was attending the
Presidential Prayer Breakfast on Thursday
morning and witnessing chaplain Barry
Black’s speech.
“I would say the talks could be best
equivocated to inspiring talks about how
to be a better person relationally, with both
your friends and your family,” Vincent
said. “Most messages hit home with me
because those are areas I could definitely
work on.”
Overall, Evans said that his experience
at the Capitol left him with a deep desire
to cultivate new friendships in the name
of Jesus, in the hope that others will find
a love for him and look towards him.

ALS researchers make progress
OLIVIA COOK
student writer

the University of Massachusetts Medical also known as Lou Gehrig’s disease, is a
School called MineE. Through this project, rare nervous system disease that weakens
researchers discovered a new gene called muscles and impacts physical function.
Remember two years ago when people NEK1.
Junior Tylar Trimble’s father was
around the country were pouring buckets of
The New York Daily News said that more diagnosed with ALS in 2016. She said
ice water over their heads for ALS research? than 80 researchers in 11 countries led by the new discovery and funding has not
Well, the popular social media dare paid off. Dr. John Landers from the University of affected her family directly, but it has led to
To recap, in 2014, people dared friends, Massachusetts Medical School, and Dr. Jan a huge push in further research and trials.
celebrities, companies, universities and Veldink of the University Medical Center
“This furthered research has given us
more to pour buckets filled with ice over in the Netherlands tracked genomes of more hope in new treatments,” Trimble
their heads on social media. Most people 15,000 people with ALS across the world. said. “We continue to pray for a cure and
followed through with the ice water dare, This was the largest study of inherited healing to all who have been affected by
and donated money to help researchers find ALS ever.
this terrible disease.”
a cure for ALS. Eventually, the campaign
Many people have heard about ALS
According to alsa.org, the discovery of
raised over $115 million to help everyday or even participated in the Ice Bucket NEK1’s link to ALS gives researchers a
people with ALS.
Challenge, but most do not know what new target for therapy development, and
After two weeks of fundraising, the College ALS is. According to the Mayo Clinic, can help better understand what triggers
of Pharmacy raised $175, adding to the total Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis (ALS), the disease.
of $1,035 the university raised in partnership
with the SA. Vice Provost for Accreditation
Graphic by CECILIA NUTT
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The Harding University Reserve Officers’ Training
Corps (ROTC) Program teaches military science
and leadership while preparing students to become
officers for the U.S. Army and the Arkansas National
Guard and Reserves. But according to Major Rex
Thomen, assistant professor of military science
from Arkansas State University (ASU) Beebe, the
program provides more than that.
“The army is much more about service than it is
about anything else,” Thomen said. “If I’m in charge,
my concern is not just with the mission, it’s more
about the people underneath me. How are they
doing, mentally, physically, spiritually? … How do
we affect people when we come across them? That’s
what we teach in ROTC.”
According to Dr. Shawn Fisher, the faculty liaison
for the program, Harding has had an ROTC program
for approximately 22 years. Harding contracted
with ASU to provide students the ability to transfer
ROTC classes from ASU to Harding. The training
is provided through the ASU Red Wolf battalion
in Jonesboro, but it takes place within a training
company consisting of ASU-Beebe and Harding
students. The only difference with today’s program is
an informal agreement that allows ROTC instructors
to teach their classes on Harding’s campus. Fisher
said this change has caused an increase in student
involvement with the program.
“A year and a half ago we had 12 cadets total,
now we have 31. Nineteen of which are at Harding,”
Thomen said. “That’s the largest Harding cadet
population ever, and it’s only going to grow.”
The Arkansas Army National Guard assigned
Thomen his position as faculty instructor of the
ROTC program. According to Thomen, who has
been involved with Harding’s program for 13
months, this is the fastest growing ROTC program
in Arkansas.
“This school brings in people of great ethics and
character,” Thomen said. “Those people already
have the commitment and capabilities to be great
leaders. So, we take whatever is the best about
them already and shape it to give it purpose and
direction to make them more of what they already
are: dedicated, Christian, strong in the faith, strong
in their service.”
Fisher said he got involved with the program
after assisting the Harding University Veteran’s
Association, which brought the military community
at Harding together for one of the first times. After
meeting some ROTC students and leadership,
Fisher said he felt they needed a faculty member
to support them.
“As a former Army infantryman, I felt a camaraderie
with these cadets and their cadre,” Fisher said. “As
a Christian, I want to help prepare these — my
brothers and sisters — for the spiritual challenges
of their chosen career.”
Like other student organizations at Harding, the
ROTC program hosts service projects and fundraisers.
They also exercise together every morning as well as
practice military leadership skills on the weekends
and during summer training camps.
Senior Andrew Davis, public relations officer for
the ROTC program, has been involved since 2014,
when there were only three students.
“We look out for one another, and we uplift each
other,” Davis said. “We really are a family here. I
think that’s the best part about this program.”
According to Davis, students can get involved
with the program in many different ways. Students
can join the ROTC program with no commitment
for their first two years, and they welcome students
to join them in physical training at the track at 6
a.m. every day.
“They’ve tried to do as much as they can to
build their report to show that they’re here,” Dean
of Students Zach Neal said. “They’re serving, not
just the country, but they’re here to serve Harding.”

Act 141 grants military veterans tax exemption
CLAIRE PATTON
head web editor

On Feb. 7, Governor Asa Hutchinson signed a bill
titled Act 141 that will give retired military veterans an
exemption from state income tax, as reported by Arkansas
News. According to Act 141, there will be a tax increase
on candy, soft drinks and digital downloads to balance
the tax break.
“This initiative will make Arkansas a more military
friendly retirement destination and will encourage veterans
to start their second careers or open a business right here
in the Natural State,” Hutchinson said.
Vice President of the Arkansas Veterans Coalition
Will Beams approved of Act 141, saying that it is one
step closer toward Arkansas realizing the positive impact
veterans can have on the state’s economy.
“Most military leaders nowadays have a two-year degree
or higher and years of experience in leading people, so we
are going to be attracting people to fill up our leadership
positions in companies here in Arkansas, and we are going
to bring people to Arkansas, which attract businesses to

Arkansas, because there is an employable population here,”
Beams said, according to Arkansas Online.
The tax exemption will be levied in a 6.5 percent tax
increase on soft drinks and candy. Online downloads such
as music, movies and e-books, including online textbooks,
will also have a tax increase.
“It’s benefiting a pretty small community, and everyone
buys pop, everyone buys candy, everyone gets on iTunes,
so people are going to be legitimately upset,” junior and
veteran Luke Johnson said. “On our trip to the Capitol,
the senators were all saying they didn’t like having to
do this because [they] don’t like having to raise taxes
on anybody.”
The break is estimated to cost $13.4 million a year,
according to Arkansas News. An estimate of $5.9 million
a year will be moved from general revenue to Medicaid
under the new bill.
“Governor Hutchinson is in support because he’s
seeing the long term benefits of bringing as many retirees
from the military as possible in the state of Arkansas,”
Johnson said.
Other states, including Connecticut, Illinois and

Wisconsin also have some sort of tax exemption for
veterans, though not all have a complete break from state
income tax, according to the official military website.
“We worked hard to make sure that we could pay for
[the bill] and it would keep within our budget, and we
have done that,” Hutchinson said at a news conference
in the Governor’s Conference Room before signing the
bill. “I do believe that the legislation will be a significant
boost to this state.”
The bill will officially be enforced Jan. 1, 2018.
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pposing viewpoints: political messages in
Super Bowl commercials
julia reinboldt

guest
writer

S

uper Bowl LI had a lot of exciting
moments. The Patriots won with a
remarkable comeback, Lady Gaga blew
everyone out of the water with her halftime
performance and a few commercials got
politically touchy.
Coca-Cola, Lumber 84, Audi,
Budweiser and Airbnb sparked a national
debate concerning political messages in
ads after their commercials aired during
Super Bowl LI.Each company incorporated
diversity and immigration in some way
into their commercials. Audi took the
feminist route, saying that they support
equal pay for equal work among genders.
While some viewers were agitated that
the companies were trying to pass along
a political message, others were cheering

hannah j. moore

acceptable?
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them on for using their voices to express
what they felt was important.
The moment I watched each of these
commercials, I was filled with joy. I was
joyful because these huge companies
were standing up for what they believed
was right, and to me that’s so powerful.
But I know that not everyone thinks
the same way.
I also know that the legality of involving political messages in standard
commercials plays a pretty big role in
this debate. So I will be discussing my
findings regarding the rules and regulations of TV advertisements.
The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) has a list of guidelines
that each commercial has to meet before the company can send it in to the
broadcast network of their choice. After
the commercials are made according to
this list of guidelines, FCC, Fox and the
National Football League team up to
review each commercial before choosing
what will air.
So when it comes to getting your
ad on television, the process isn’t easy,
especially during the Super Bowl. If

the government begins to put more
restrictions on what is allowed, then
our freedom of expression will slowly
begin to dissipate.
Advertising allows companies to
provide a free flow of information to
the public, this is called the marketplace
of ideas. If companies want to share a
political message that legally reflects the
beliefs they hold, then I don’t understand
the problem.
Not everyone is going to agree on
every single political issue, but we can
respect one another’s opinions. I think
that’s one thing a lot of us here in
America take for granted: the value of
being able to freely express your opinion. So, all that being said, I believe it is
okay for companies to include political
messages in their commercials as long
as it is done respectfully and peaceably,
which the something the companies
who used their Super Bowl air time to
take political stands excelled at.
JULIA REINBOLDT is a
guest writer for the Bison.
She may be contacted at
jreinboldt@harding.edu.

such as Adam Driver forgetting his
part in the Snickers live commercial
or Christopher Walken speaking lyrics
to NSYNC’s “Bye, Bye, Bye,” many
companies bypassed using humor in
their ads and took a political stance.
From 84 Lumber’s advertisement
depicting “the wall” to Airbnb’s “We
Accept” spot to Audi’s “Daughter”
commercial, companies big and small
sent out strong messages. While it
makes sense that these companies are
trying to take a stance after so many
controversial events within the past
months, I have one plea. As a sports
fan and a fan of humorous Super Bowl
commercials, I ask these companies:
please stop.
I do not think that it is wrong for
a corporation to share its opinion, I
think that freedom of speech is one of
the greatest things about this country
in which we live. That being said, I
also do not think it is too much to
ask for a few hours where I am not
bombarded with an organization’s
political agendas.
I believe that professional sports
were created to allow people to think
about something other than the issues
they were facing. The Super Bowl is a
chance to celebrate the great athletes
of two different teams, their journey
and the battle to see who will win it all.

I knew whoever won the Super
Bowl was not going to change how
we lived our lives. It was not going to
make me a different person, and that
is why I loved watching it. I can just
enjoy spending time with my friends
and sharing the memories of the game
and the funny ads that went with it
with them.
When companies decide to fill
the advertisement space of the Super
Bowl with messages of how things are
not right or how we need to change,
I am no longer watching a sporting
event, but I am being told to think
about issues that I am bombarded
with constantly through every other
news outlet.
So please, major corporations who
will probably never see this column,
understand that I do not want to
limit freedom of speech or promote
ignorance. Please also understand that
I want you to leave the Super Bowl,
one of my favorite televised events,
alone. I watch this game expecting
to leave the politics behind. Call it a
college student’s apathy, call it a plea
for sanity, but please do not politicize
my Super Bowl.
PARKER SAMUEL is a
guest writer for the Bison.
He may be contacted at
psamuel@harding.edu.
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And the Grammy for
Album of the Year
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T

he Super Bowl: a time of food,
friends, football, funny advertisements and, unfortunately, politics.
Watching the Super Bowl has
always been a fun event in my life.
My family would gather around the
television, usually after Sunday night
church services, and we would watch the
battle for that shiny Lombardi trophy.
While I did not become a sports fan
until early high school, I was always
enamored with this championship
game, and better than the game, the
commercials.
These commercials were always
the highlight, whether the game was
close or a complete blowout. From the
Old Spice man riding a horse to the
Volkswagen driving dad who pranked
his son into thinking he had the power
of “the Force,” these commercials have
stuck with me.
However, this year was different.
While there were still a few funny spots

IN CASE YOU MISSED IT... SINGLENESS/MARRIAGE CHAPEL EDITION
Erin Rainmondi @erinraii·2/13/17

“Bridesmaid, not bride. Cake server, not bridesmaid.”
Today’s chapel speaker gets it.

Harding University @HardingU·2/13/17

“Our culture wants to define your singleness as a detriment, & that’s not
what the Bible teaches.” -Dr. Brian Simmons

Sean-Alex Smith @Seanalex1997·2/14/17

Real talk whenever he said “Marriage Factory” my mind
went straight to the Cheesecake Factory #chapeltweet

staff

robably someone you were not expecting, a decision
you will most likely disagree with.
I want to make this very clear: I did not watch the
Grammys. I think the red carpet reveals are gratuitous
and offensive at times, the pomp and circumstance is
annoying and unnecessary and I can find all of the
performances and results online immediately after the
program ends. I’m not a fan of this awards show, not
even in the slightest. This might seem strange to you
considering that music is such a huge part of my life,
but give me some time to explain.
Album of the Year is regarded as the most prestigious
award of the entire program, and understandably. But
how could you possibly judge the best album of the
entire year and present to them an award for supreme
performance when the standards for what make each
specific genre spectacular are completely different? The
answer is simple: You can’t, even if you try. You have to
at least entertain the thought that what is chosen as
the best album in any given year isn’t actually the best
album of the year as it was released or will be remembered over time.
So who are these swindlers who think they have
the power to dictate what history will remember as the
purported “best” album of the year according to the
Grammys? These people are the proverbial and amorphous Recording Academy Voting Members. This group
is comprised of over 14 thousand people that are music
industry professionals, including songwriters, musicians,
producers and many others. Each voting member gets
up to 15 votes for the genre categories and are directed to vote on only the categories they have technical
expertise in. Each member also gets to vote in each of
the four general categories: Record Of The Year, Album
Of The Year, Song Of The Year and Best New Artist.
This takes place for both the nominating phase and the
final voting stage.
The winners in each of the genre categories are typically
inconsequential, and there is rarely major public outcry.
Considering that experts in these genres are supposed
to have voted on these albums, songs and performances,
this makes sense. In contrast, winners for the general
categories are also almost always controversial. All of
the academy members, no matter their proficiency, are
voting in these categories, voting on albums, songs, and
performances they likely have no interest or concern for.
This is the Grammys’ fatal flaw.
In 2012, Adele won over Rihanna for Album of the
Year. Mumford and Sons won over Frank Ocean in
2013 and in 2014, the academy chose Daft Punk over
Kendrick Lamar. Beyonce lost to Beck in 2015, Kendrick Lamar lost once again to Taylor Swift in 2016 and
Beyonce lost another time to Adele this year.
This has been the sixth year in a row that a more
creative albeit edgy hip-hop album has lost to a more
simplistic and unoriginal one. Three of these have been
bested by a completely unexpected wildcard artist. Beyonce and Lamar are astronomically talented, yet they’ve
both been snubbed twice in the past four years. Even
Adele in her acceptance speech this year admitted that
Beyonce should have won instead.
Hip-hop artists are being ignored by the academy
at large. I feel like I shouldn’t have the authority to
make this statement, considering that just a short time
ago I despised this genre. It contains a delicate nuance
and gritty soul that I failed to recognize in my youth.
Hip-hop is provocative by nature. It’s not supposed to
be comfortable. It’s supposed to light a fire under your
rear end and force you to confront very important social
and poltical issues. If the inherently flawed nature of
academy voting doesn’t automatically make the Grammys
irrelevant, its failure to recognize hip-hop as culturally
significant should.
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I kid you knot

t all came down to a knot. Confidence
also played a role, but more on that later.
In any theatrical performance, there
are stage lights. Indeed, light is one of
the foundational necessities for theatre
to exist, with the exception of radically
experimental “dark” performances one
might encounter in the Bronx of New
York. What many fail to realize, however,
is that commonly used lighting fixtures
can weigh 20, 30, sometimes even 40
pounds. And in a black box theater, such
as the Ulrey Performing Arts Center, these
lights hang from a steel grid framework
at a height of approximately 20 feet off
the stage floor.
This begs the question: how do the
lights get up there?
As both a theatre technician and an
acrophobe, this is the most nerve-wracking
challenge of staging a show. Without a lift
car, the only way to hang these lights is by
utilizing a 16-foot ladder, raw muscle and
an impeccable sense of balance. However,
for lights weighing upwards of 40 pounds,
this is impossible. The only way to make
the magic happen is by using ropes, tied
to the lighting units with a special bowline
knot and then winched upwards until
they are positioned correctly on the grid.
Hanging the lights, as you can imagine,
is a much simpler process than taking
them down — a process that involves
tying the same bowline knot while poised
precariously on the uppermost rung of
the ladder.
This was my task last Wednesday.
One might say a man’s life hung in the
balance, even as the 40 pound Robi unit
was about to hang from the singular knot
I had tied in a truly amateurish fashion.
“How confident are you in that knot?”
my technical supervisor yelled up the
ladder. Blinking back beads of sweat, I
surveyed my work. The bowline appeared
to be correctly constructed, albeit a sloppy
exhibition. I ran through the knot-tying
steps again in my head, humming aloud
the jingle I had learned in Theatre Tech
101: “Dead end over live end, through the
hole, ‘round the tree, back in the hole, loop
once and pull tight.” Even though I was
mentally convinced the knot was correct,
I knew a simple mistake would cause the
whole system to slip, allowing the fixture
to plummet earthward, ironically indicative of the trajectory my theatrical career
would assume in this scenario as well.
Heart pounding, I gave my crewmate
Tyler the signal. Loosening the final
clamp holding the Robi to the grid, the
unit dropped from the framework, and
my breath stopped.
It all came down to a knot. And the
knot held. Tyler gently lowered the Robi
to the floor, where I was able to carry it
upstairs to its place of rest.
One might question the significance
of this odd diminutive victory, but in my
experience, these are the battles with the
power to significantly alter one’s worldview.
For, in these individualized altercations,
our values are either strengthened or
weakened by the forces soon to attack
in multitudes.
In last Wednesday’s “stage” drama,
confidence played the role of the protagonist. Despite shaky hands, a fear
of heights and the looming possibility
of killing poor Tyler down below, the
devilish inkling to second-guess my own
work was quelled by the faltering sword
of confidence.
It all came down to a knot. And the
knot held.
This was the story of last Wednesday’s
victory. Maybe next week I will tell you
about last Wednesday’s failure, wherein
I nearly drilled my finger to a piece of
plywood.
I do love my job.
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JOSHUA JOHNSON is the
editor-in-chief for the Bison.
He may be contacted at
jjohnson4@harding.edu.
Twitter: @joshjohnson146
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Applying the lessons of Wilberforce
riley jones

guest
writer

T

his year at Harding, we have focused heavily
on the life of William Wilberforce, an
activist, abolitionist and Christian. We have had
many chapels, and for some of us, even classes
integrating Wilberforce into our curriculum.
It seems that with the focus on how slavery
and the slave trade were abolished in the 19th
century, Wilberforce could rest silently in his
grave. But with more slaves than ever before,
I can imagine him almost scratching the top
of his coffin, trying to get out, trying to get
something done, trying to change these peoples’
lives. Despite all of Wilberforce’s achievements,
there is still a lot of work to be done.
Slavery still exists. Allow me to repeat
myself: slavery still exists. The slave trade has

been abolished, sure, and even legal slavery
has been done away with in more developed
countries, but according to the International
Labour Organization, an agency of the United
Nations, around 21 million people are in forced
into slavery. Here’s a tool for comparison. The
population of New York state was 19.75 million
in 2016, and an estimated 8.5 million people
lived in New York City alone in 2015. For for
those who are more familiar with the Natural
State, Little Rock has around 200,000 people
living in its city limits right now. Going off
of New York City, its population would only
account for about 40.5 percent of the total
number of people who are victims of human
trafficking worldwide.
With the massive amount of people enslaved
in human trafficking in any of its nefarious
forms, labor trafficking, sex trafficking or
drug trafficking (among others), this generates
roughly $150 billion USD worldwide. Human
trafficking is often thought of as happening in
other countries, where things like sex tourism or
sweatshops are concerns of countries other than
the United States. However, human trafficking
is happening in our country, our state and even

in our town. I-40 runs right through Arkansas,
and this is a major thoroughfare for those who
are in the throngs of this vile degradation of
human rights; there is almost no better method
of transportation between the West Coast and
the East Coast.
Even though this problem may not happen to
the extent I just described in Arkansas as it does
in other places, it still happens nonetheless. Since
you are now aware of this fact, I humbly ask for
your help in trying to fight this everyday violation of human rights. Please consider becoming
a part of HUmanity, Harding’s anti-human
trafficking club, or attending PATH’s (Partners
Against Trafficking Humans) training in Little
Rock Feb. 10-11 with us, as we learn how to
be advocates and become more aware of the
signs of human trafficking. If you are unable
to join us, please pray for not only those who
are suffering from this, but also those who are
on the front lines fighting it.
RILEY JONES is a guest writer
for the Bison.
He may be contacted at
rjones16@harding.edu.

Interested in writing a guest column?
Contact Hannah J. Moore at hmoore@harding.edu.
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ne day when I was home from college,
I ran an errand for my father. I think he
needed something from the hardware store
and had given me his American Express
card to pay for whatever it was. On the way
back, I stopped at Wendy’s for lunch. As I
sat down to eat, Dad’s credit card slipped
out of my pocket and fell on the floor. I did
not realize this.
It took me 15 minutes to get home. About
20 minutes after that, Dad got a phone call
from American Express. It seems that a
man whose name was not Claxton was at
the Atlanta airport trying to buy a ticket to
Switzerland with our card. I should point
out that the airport was at least 30 minutes
from Wendy’s. So, literally within seconds
of my leaving the restaurant, someone
must have found the credit card, decided
to leave the country, and driven like mad
to Hartsfield, without even packing a clean
set of underpants.
A small part of me envied this man.
Here was “carpe diem” in its purest form.
One minute you’re having a $2 bowl of chili,
and the next you’re heading for the Swiss
Alps. Thoreau once said that the mass of
men lead lives of quiet desperation. Not
this guy. He saw his moment, threw caution
to the wind, and went for it. I admired the
reckless courage of it all.
My father did not see it that way.
It was my first experience with anything
like identity theft. Over the years I’ve seen
versions of it happen to other people. One
man I knew was cleaning out his house and
threw out a stack of old checks without

Instruments of ill
michael
claxton

shredding them. They were from a bank
account that had long been closed, so he
thought nothing of it. The next thing he
knew, these checks started appearing all
over town, and it took forever to straighten
out the mess.
Thank goodness no one uses checks
anymore and our personal information is
completely safe. I mean, now that every
tiny bit of our data is digitized and stored
in a pocket telephone, what could possibly
go wrong?
Enter the so-called “Internet of Things.”
Apparently, now everything that has wires can
become a smart appliance. Did you leave the
house but forgot to turn on the dishwasher?
No problem, just use your phone to start it
remotely. Out of town but not sure if the
DVR is set to record “Criminal Minds”?
Not a worry, one click solves the issue.
On your way to Switzerland with a stolen
credit card and didn’t call a babysitter? Just
activate the kids’ iPad from your Samsung,
and they’ll be mesmerized for months until
the extradition order comes through.
Alexander Pope is the one who said,
“When to mischief mortals bend their will,
how soon they find fit instruments of ill.”

Identity thieves are now having a field day
hacking into home appliances in order to
access personal data on our smartphones.
Sneaking in through the back door of the
fridge, so to speak. For years, we’ve been told
to be careful with our wallets. But now the
breach is just as likely to happen with the
curling iron. In an article I read the first
paragraph of on the Internet, the writer says
that a group of researchers recently proved it
was possible to bring down an entire power
grid just by hacking into a light bulb.
The implications of this new vulnerability
are huge and extend far beyond our bank
accounts. Indeed, national security is now at
risk. What if a rogue nation starts World War
III just because some new intern thought it
would be simpler to use the same password
for the nuclear codes and the White House
toaster? Not only could the President’s secret
bagel preferences be compromised, but also
the fate of the civilized world.
I think the time has finally come for me
to go off the grid. I’ve been threatening it for
years, but this is just too much. Remember
the man in the movie “Wargames” who was
prepared to ride things out on his ranch in
Oregon while a crazed computer plunged
the world into nuclear chaos? I’m unplugging
my electric toothbrush and heading for the
Swiss Alps with some checks I found in
the neighbor’s trash. Carpe Ski-um—seize
the slopes!
MICHAEL CLAXTON is a guest
writer for the Bison.
He may be contacted at
mclaxto1@harding.edu.

At the Bison, it is our goal to serve the Harding University student body with integrity, truth and open ears. However, we believe that meeting that goal is a two-way street between
our staff and the public it serves. We pledge to keep our eyes and ears open to what our community has to say and hope that, in return, that community will be an interactive
audience, sharing its stories with us. We also pledge to do the basics: Report accurate and relevant information, check our facts, and share them in a professional, timely manner.
If you have any story ideas, questions, comments or concerns for the Bison staff, please email Joshua Johnson, the editor-in-chief, at jjohnson4@harding.edu. “The Bison (USPS
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Track teams break records

All-Star
Weekend

The NBA All-Star Weekend kicks off tonight with the
celebrity game starting at 6
p.m. followed by the Rising
Stars Challenge at 8 p.m.
Now, if you actually watch
the events on All-Star Weekend
and if anything like me, you
don’t really pay attention to
the celebrity game. It’s nothing
more than Kevin Hart and his
little-man syndrome and Justin
Bieber with his horrendous
left-handed jump shot that
somehow goes in. But the
Rising Stars Challenge should
be entertaining this year with
guys like Karl-Anthony Towns,
Brandon Ingram and Devin
Booker lighting up the court.
Saturday night is when
the real (albeit recently disappointing) action starts. The
festivities begin at 7 with the
Taco Bell Skills Challenge,
featuring four big men who
move like guards. Towns will
not be competing to defend his
title, but don’t be surprised if
another one of those big guys
steps in to take the crown. I’m
picking the point guard from
Washington, John Wall, to
win this event. He’s one of the
fastest players in the league
and is arguably the best ball
handler as well.
Fol lowi ng the ski l ls
challenge is the JBL 3-Point
Contest. A lot of people think
this particular competition
is boring. But if you respect
the 3-point shot, it can be an
entertaining event, especially
with this year’s lineup. Golden
State Warriors shooting guard
Klay Thompson looks to defend
his title from a year ago. Some
other guys to look out for are
Nick Young of the Los Angeles
Lakers and Kyle Lowery of
the Toronto Raptors. I am
going to play it safe, though,
and pick Thompson to become
a back-to-back champion.
The last event of the night
is the Verizon Slam Dunk
Contest. While we won’t be
able to see Jordan fly from
the free-throw line or watch
Vince Carter do the impossible, I think this dunk contest
could be an entertaining one.
Before last year, people were
starting to get bored with this
event. Guys were doing the
same dunks, and the premier
athletes that everybody wanted
to see in the dunk contest
(I’m looking at you LeBron
James) never did. But last year,
Aaron Gordon of the Orlando
Magic and Zach Levine of the
Minnesota Timberwolves put
on a show that no NBA fan
will forget. Gordon looks to
avenge his second place finish
from last year, and he won’t
have to go through Levine to
do it. However, he will have
to face off against one of the
best in-game dunkers in the
league in DeAndre Jordan of
the Los Angeles Clippers. But
I think Gordon will take the
title this year.
And finally on Sunday
night, the West will defend
their All-Star title from last
year after their 196-173 victory.
This year, Kevin Durant will
win the MVP trophy, and the
West will win for the second
year in a row.
TAYLOR HODGES is the
head sports editor for the
Bison. He may be contacted
at thodges@harding.edu.
Twitter: @thodges_2
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Sophomore Riley Rose starts the relay race in a track meet last season. Both the men’s and women’s track teams have broken
multiple records this season, including two at the Gorilla Classic in Pittsburg, Kansas.
EMILY FAULKNER
asst. sports editor
The Bisons and Lady Bisons track
teams broke records in Pittsburg,
Kansas this past weekend in the
Gorilla Classic hosted by Pittsburg
State University (PSU).
Harding junior Lawson Belcher
won the mile with a time of 4 minutes,
15.32 seconds, his personal best and
first event victory indoors.
“I wasn’t really expecting to win
it,” Belcher said. “The ends of my
previous races were weaker, so I was
going into it with a different mentality
to finish stronger.”
Senior Josh Syrotchen had another
NCAA provisional mark in the weight
throw last Friday.
“My goal for the team this season,
girls and guys, is to win conference
again; it’d be a two-peat for us and
that’d really be an accomplishment,”
Syrotchen said. “Personally, I’d love

to get to the national championship
and win this year; last year, I came
up short three inches.”
On the women’s side, junior Raianne
Mason broke not one, but two records
for Harding including a 13-year-old
record in the 60-meter hurdles.
As far as breaking the 60-meter
hurdle record, Mason was pleasantly
surprised.
“Consistency has been one of my
personal goals this season,” Mason
said. “I haven’t done well most of the
season, so it was nice to finally prove
that I can really hurdle.”
In addition to that, Mason and the
team of sophomores Ashley Reinert,
Chelsea Howard and Kaylin Turley
shattered the school record in the
mile relay.
“For the 4x4 our coach told us
to go for it,” Mason said. “It then
became obvious we were going to
beat the record. We were screaming
our heads off at the end.”

The 4x4 team had good results in
the past, but breaking a record is one
of their biggest accomplishments.
“We didn’t just beat it — we
smashed it,” Mason said. “We didn’t
win the meet, but it didn’t matter
because all our hard work paid off.”
Both the Bisons and Lady Bisons
of the track team put in hard work
every day at practice, often practicing
Monday through Saturday for a few
hours.
“I want to give credit to God
and my teammates for my records,”
Mason said. “I didn’t get either of
those records by myself.”
In addition to these two results,
the distance medley relay team of
Turley, senior Melita Sutherland,
freshman Parker Fane and junior
Madison Drennan recorded its best
time of the season, placing third with
13 seconds faster than their previous
best time.
Sutherland was previously a

conference champion in soccer and
has received multiple awards and
honors with the Lady Bisons soccer
team. This season marks her Harding
track debut.
“The transition was good,” Sutherland said. “I was super nervous about
being out of shape compared to all
the other girls so I just worked hard
during practice and after a week, I
felt like I was able to keep up and
push the girls in practice.”
The Gorilla Classic was Harding’s
final scheduled indoor meet of the
season. The Bisons and Lady Bisons
will begin the outdoor season on
March 18 at the Rhodes College
Invitational in Memphis, Tennessee.
“People often think track is an
individual sport, but it’s not,” Mason said. “I couldn’t have broken
that record without my teammates
pushing me in practice, praying over
me before my races and cheering for
me at the meet.”

Tennis teams look to build on hot start
ANNA HOLLAND
student writer
TAYLOR HODGES
head sports editor
The season has started strong
for Harding University’s men’s
and women’s tennis teams
which won all matches against
Hendrix College on Feb. 8
and 9, moving both teams up
in the conference.
The Lady Bisons played first
on Feb. 8 with freshman Katie
Conrad and senior Arielle Butler

winning 8-0, in Conrad’s first
doubles match with Harding.
The duo of senior Piper
Huey and junior Laura Golubic gave Hendrix College no
chance with an 8-3 victory. In
the final doubles match, junior
Emily Faulkner and freshman
Milou Dalmolen won 8-2.
The women’s tennis team
went undefeated in all of their
singles competitions.Huey won
with no competition, tying
her at 14th in career wins at
Harding with Harding alumna

Melody Miller (1992-1996).
It was also a memorable night
for freshman Erin Young who
played and won her first ever
singles match 6-1.
“Moving up to 14th was
awesome,” Huey said. “Hopefully I continue to do well this
season, and maybe move up a
little more.”
The men’s team did not
disappoint as three new duos
competed on Feb. 9. Junior
Carlos Crisostomo and freshman
Alejandro Sendra won 8-4

in doubles. Senior Brandon
Hogland and freshman A.J.
Barrington won their match
8-1, and senior Neto Cacace
and junior Adria Abella followed through, winning their
match 8-1.
During the singles match,
Barrington became the first
Harding player to win 10
singles matches this season.
Cacace was also named the
Great American Conference
(GAC) player of the week after
his strong performance agaisnt

Hendrix last weekend.
Both teams hope to stay
strong as the women will host
Northeastern State University
on Thursday, Feb.16 at 2:30 pm.
The men will play on the same
day against Mississippi College
in Arkadelphia, Arkansas.
“I think our strong start has
really laid a great foundation for
the season,” Huey said. “Our
team has so much potential,
and I athink if we play our
best, we can have some really
good results.”
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Senior Arielle Butler returns a shot in a match last season. The men’s and women’s teams defeated Hendrix College on February 8 and 9. The men play this weekend in Arkadelphia, and the women play at home against Northeastern State University.
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The Lady Bisons basketball team continue their run in the Great American Conference
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student writer
TAYLOR HODGES
head sports editor

The Lady Bisons were kept busy last weekend with two
wins on both their home games Thursday and Saturday.
The Lady Bisons defeated Oklahoma Baptist University
on Thursday, Feb. 2 with a score of 72-55, and remained
victorious with a win against Southern Nazarene University with 82-70 on Saturday. Harding now stands at
17-3 overall and 14-1 in conference games; winning its
11th straight home game on Saturday.
On Thursday, the Lady Bisons started the night off
with a 16-0 lead in the first quarter. By halftime, they
had a 15-point lead with a score of 34-19, and confirmed
the win in the second half by playing 39-36.

Layrock each scored 3-pointers.
The Lady Bisons took the lead through the first and
second quarters and had a 46-23 advantage by halftime.
The lead continued strong through the third quarter with
a score of 64-44, however, Southern Nazarene took the
lead at the beginning of the fourth. With 7:20 left on
the clock, the Lady Bisons managed to come back with
an 11-1 run, to which Southern Nazarene was not able
to catch up to, leaving Harding with a victory.
On Thursday, Feb. 9, the Lady Bisons defeated Ouachita
Baptist University (OBU) 85-54 after scoring 31 points
in the first quarter, extending their first place lead in the
Great American Conference (GAC). Layrock and Jones
both finished the game with a double-double. Layrock
had 15 points and added 13 total rebounds. Jones had 14
points and 10 rebounds. Hogue led the team in scoring
with 23 points.
Defense played a big role for the Lady Bisons in their
53-47 win against the University of Arkansas-Monticello.
Harding held the Blossoms scoreless in the third quarter.
This was the first time a team has gone scoreless in a
quarter since the NCAA went from playing two halves
to four quarters last season. Hogue had a team-high 22
points in the win as the Lady Bisons continue to stay
atop the GAC standings.
“We executed a few simple things really well,” head
coach Tim Kirby said in an interview with the Harding
Sports Network about the third quarter. “We got a few
stops on the defensive end, and that allowed us to start
on an eight point run. I thought all five players did a
great job of covering their man and forcing them to take
tough shots. It was a huge third quarter.”
EVAN SWEARINGEN | The Bison
The Lady Bisons took on conference-rival Arkansas Sophomore forward Caroline Hogue takes a layup in
Tech in senior night last night in their final home game one of their four wins on Feb. 11. The Lady Bisons are
of the season. Results were not available at press time. first in the GAC and second in the Central Region.
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“I thought all five players did a
great job of covering their man
and forcing tough shots. It was a
huge third quarter.”
-Tim Kirby, head coach
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Sophomore forward Caroline Hogue held the team
and the game with a career-high 24 points against
Southern Nazarene. Senior A’ndi Haney scored 14 points
and helped with five assists, sophomore forward Sydnie
Jones scored six points and eight rebounds, and freshman
guard Peyton Padgett scored six points and seven assists.
Saturday’s win was just as exciting for the Lady Bisons, starting with a 12-0 run to lead against Southern
Nazarene within the first three minutes of the game by
two layups from Padgett and another from Haney, and

Softball remains undefeated
JOSIAH ABNEY
student writer

For the first time in Harding softball
history, the Lady Bisons are off to a 6-0
start, winning four games over the weekend,
including three shutouts against Missouri
Western State University, Northwest
Missouri State University and Pittsburg
State University in Bentonville, Arkansas.
The success of this season has been
attributed to the unity the team experienced while visiting Baton Rouge,
Louisiana, in August 2016 to assist in
a flood relief effort.
“We took that trip to Baton Rouge,
and that just brought us closer as a team.”
sophomore outfielder Peyton Mills said
on the current state of the team. “I think
skill-wise, there’s not much change …
Bringing each skill set into the team,
that’s been the process.”
Friday’s games began with a 2-1 victory against the then undefeated No. 22
University of Missouri - St. Louis. Friday’s
second game was an 8-0 shutout against
Missouri Western State in five innings,

and the shutout streak continued from
there, with a 1-0 win against Northwest
Missouri State, and a 3-0 win against
Pittsburg State on Saturday.
After the dust settled, Harding improved their standing to 6-0, leading
the GAC softball standings over second
place 7-1 Southern Arkansas University.
Even with their record start, the
team is focused on consistency and
tempo control.
“Coach Berry talks about one game
at a time, one inning at a time, one pitch
at a time,” Mills said. “I think it’s a good
test of where we stand.”
Senior catcher Kimberly Hendricks-Campbell noted the growth of
the team since its inception in 2013.
“I feel like we have a lot more leadership on the team this year than we
have in the past, just because it’s been
a program that’s been built over the
past three years,” Hendricks-Campbell
said. “It’s our fourth season, and now
the freshman that came in to start the
program are seniors. We’ve been around
for a little bit, and have a foundation

Our Athletes’ Views
on Important Issues

Favorite Netflix show to
binge watch?

built, and that helps a lot, having more
experience… We have a bunch of great
girls on the team that just mesh really
well with one another.”
As for the shutout games, the praise
was all directed to the pitchers, freshman
Autumn Humes and senior Hannah
Johnson.
“I have to give it to our pitchers, they
allowed one run,” Hendricks-Campbell
said. “When you can do that, it doesn’t
really put much on our shoulders.”
Senior outfielder and infielder Brookelynn Moon credited the success to their
conference championship birth last year.
“I would say that last year no one had
any expectations for us to be special,”
Moon said, “so when we made it to the
conference championship, we were just
excited to be there. It ended in a loss,
but this year we’re more focused, and
we know we can accomplish more than
we did last year.”
The Bisons will play another four
games this weekend in Bentonville,
Arkansas, with a rebranded reputation
as the undefeated region leaders.

WOMEN OF THE WORLD

FEB. 23 • 7 P.M. • ADMINISTRATION AUDITORIUM

A Boston-based international vocal
quartet from Japan, India, Italy and Haiti
performing original and folk music
with a contemporary twist.
FREE with Harding ID

Kimmy
Hendricks-Campbell

Zach Beasley

Ashley Reinert

Zac Ward

Milou Dalmolen

“Hawaii Five-O.”

“ESPN 30 for 30.”

“The Office.”

“One Tree Hill.”

“Suits.”

“Batman.”

“Batman.”

“Batman.”

Softball

Baseball

Track

Basketball

Tennis

Favorite superhero?

“Superman.”

Favorite NBA team?

“Golden State
Warriors.”

“San Antonio
Spurs.”

“Oklahoma City
Thunder.”

“Orlando Magic.”

“Cleveland
Cavaliers.”

Mi pueb or Mi ranch?

“Mi Pueb.”

“Mi Pueb.”

“Mi Ranch.”

“Mi Ranch.”

“Mi Pueb.”

“Superman.”
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JOSHUA JOHNSON
editor-in-chief
“I remember several incidents that happened while living
in the family home when I was three or four years old —
one was being bitten by the family dog and being taken to
the doctor by my dad, where he bought me some caramel
candy, which was a delight to me. The other memory is of
being accidentally struck on the forehead with a corn knife
by an older sister. The scar that resulted from this injury I
still have until this day. The third incident was being struck
on the head with a hoe by an older brother. This blow took
a patch of hair from my skull.”
The above, as well as many of the paragraphs to follow,
are excerpts from “My Life,” by Dr. Evan Ulrey — a brief
autobiography written over 10 years ago and given to The
Bison on Feb. 11.
“I was born the eighth of nine children of Arthur Melvin
Ulrey and Mary Robinson Ulrey: Irma, Mildred, Wilma, Lee,
Maurice, Rachel, Ernest, Evan and Betty. Melvin and Mary R.
Ulrey lived together on a farm of 80 acres near Martinsville,
Illinois. This farm was a gift from my maternal grandfather,
John R. Robinson, who also gave 80 acres to each of his other
four children. In this farm house, all nine children were born.”
Dr. Ulrey was the first chairman of the Harding University
Department of Communication — previously the Department
of Speech — a position he held from 1950 until 1987, when he
stepped down to pursue full-time teaching. He retired in 1992.
Dr. Ulrey has won numerous awards including Outstanding
Teacher from the Arkansas Speech Communication Association (ASCA) in 1886, for which he received an engraved
plaque with the following inscription: “A man of eloquence
whose words are sweetly placed, modestly directed and well
spoken.” He was chairman of the constitution committee for
the Southern Speech Association, president of the National
Council of Pi Kappa Delta forensics fraternity and editor of
the “Speech in Arkansas” newsletter. He was also nominated
for a 1968-69 Distinguished Teacher Award.
Dr. Ulrey has received some lighthearted nominations
as well, including being roasted and honored as both “Best
Director” and “Best Actor” at the ASCA’s rendition of the
Academy Awards in 1987. During the presentation of the
“Best Actor” award, Dr. Ulrey was described by Harding
speech professor and debate team coach Pat Garner as a man
who “acts like he knows what he is doing all of the time, even
though he rarely does.”
Dr. Ulrey said that, before moving to Arkansas, he had
intentions to be a preacher — this desire was especially
prominent during his years immediately following high school
when he lived in Ann Arbor, Michigan, with his sister Irma
and attended the Dearborn Church of Christ.
“While worshiping at that church, I met several people
… who had attended Harding College. It was through their
influence that I decided to save my money and to attend
Harding College in Searcy, Arkansas. In the fall of 1942, I
began my trek to Harding and first went to visit my mother
and father who had moved to a farm south of Casey, Illinois.
My mother, who was in good health, was always a very good
mother and an excellent cook. She was a good manager who
always kept a number of laying hens and always took a basket
of eggs to sell when she went to purchase food for the family. I
remember that she bought my first suit for $15 which she had
saved from her own industrious efforts. I wore that suit when
graduating from high school and took it with me to college.”
Dr. Ulrey did not know anybody in Searcy when he first
moved to the South, but making friends was not a problem
for the Illinois native.
“I still remember attending worship in the auditorium on
the second floor of Godden Hall. That is where I first saw J.
N. Armstrong, the first president of Harding College, and
met his wife, Woodson Harding Armstrong, a daughter of
James A. Harding, after whom the college was named. She
was one of my teachers and head of the speech department.
They both had a tremendous influence on my life.
“While at Harding, I met some of my lifelong friends
among whom were Cliff Ganus Jr., C. W. Bradley, Wyatt
Sawyer, Harry Robert Fox, Tolbert Fanning, Buddy Vaughan
(a roommate), all of whom were members of the Sub T-16
social club, which I was invited to join. When a senior, I was
elected “Skipper” (president). Later when my son Robert
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Dr. Evan Ulrey was chairman of the Harding University Department of Communication from 1950 until 1987. Ulrey
was fundamental in expanding the program to include debate, radio, TV, speech pathology, PR and forensics.

was in college he also joined the Sub T’s, and when he became a senior, he also was elected “Skipper” of the Sub T’s.
Other friends included Bob Helsten, Tom Formby, Virgil
Lawyer, Bonnie and Betty Bergner (who became Mrs. Jim
Bill Mclnteer).
“While a student, I became active in religious activities as a
song leader and preacher. Consequently, Dr. George S. Benson
asked me to participate in a campaign in North Carolina
being led by himself and Andy T. Ritchie. I believe this was
the first of such ‘campaigns’ in our brotherhood. Thousands
of campaigns have been held since that time. After that first
campaign, several of us helped with a campaign in Battle
Creek, Michigan.”

“I enjoyed every day,
month and year at
Harding.”
-Dr. Evan Ulrey

While he was a student at Harding, Dr. Ulrey worked in
the Pattie Cobb dining room washing dishes, and through
hard work, he was able to graduate with only $400 worth
of college debt. He also put his love for preaching to use
and preached at Churches of Christ all around Arkansas,
including Morrilton, Jonesboro, Bay and a mission point in
Hammond, Louisiana.
“At Hammond I became acquainted with the Dodge
dealer from whom I purchased my first new car — a blue
four-door model which I was driving when I left Baton Rouge
for Searcy in the spring of 1950 to assume the chairmanship
of the Department of Speech at Harding.
“When I first came back to Harding in 1950, I was one
of several single teachers who was looking for a mate. A
friend suggested that I date Betty Thornton, who was editor
of the student newspaper. I asked her to go to a high school
social club dinner where I was to speak and to sing for their
entertainment. Betty accompanied me on the piano when
I sang. We had our picture made together that night in
March 1951. From then on we dated every Saturday night
until school was over in June. I went with her to her home in
Sheridan where I asked her to marry me, and then I returned
to Louisiana State University to work on my dissertation
that summer. We wrote many letters, and when I returned in
August, I brought her an engagement ring, and we decided
to get married on Dec. 14, 1951.
Dr. Ulrey and Betty Ulrey were blessed with the birth
of their first child on Aug.
30, 1954.
“On the 29th, a Sunday, I
had gone to preach at Malvern,
and when I returned Betty was
at the Hawkins Clinic along
with her mother and Dr. T. A.
Formby, our family doctor and
personal friend. He had met
Betty there about 4 p.m. and
stayed with her throughout
the night. I got there about
11 p.m. Our baby was born
at 4:20 that Monday morning, weighing 8 lb. 2 oz. and
bearing a head full of black
hair. In spite of forceps marks
on her face, we thought she
was the most beautiful baby
in the world. We were thrilled
to have a precious addition to
our family. Perhaps that is why
two years later we had another
Courtesy of BETTY ULREY baby girl, this one born also
Dr. Evan and Betty Ulrey enjoy a Hawaiian-themed party at College Church on Monday, Aug. 20, 1956,
of Christ in June of 2016.
but this time it was at 4:20

p.m. She had a little bit of blonde hair and blue eyes, and
we named her Bonnie Beth. Dr. Formby also delivered this
baby and helped see them through many ear infections and
other childhood illnesses.
“Betty stayed at home with the girls while I continued
teaching and preaching at various places on Sundays. We
were very busy and happy, but then the Lord blessed us with
another addition to our family. On July 16, 1960, our son,
Robert Evan, came into this world weighing 9 lbs. 4 oz. He
was our miracle baby because Betty had had some serious
complications including the mumps during her sixth month
of pregnancy, and then building antibodies (RH negative
factor) against the baby. Dr. Formby was so concerned that
he sent us to Little Rock to Dr. Robert Ross, who delivered
our Robert, born in perfect health. In fact, when I first saw
him in the nursery, Dr. Ross sat Robert up and called him
a ‘perfect specimen.’ We have been eternally grateful for our
three precious children.”
Dr. Ulrey was active at the College Church of Christ
throughout his time at Harding.
“I became a deacon in 1966 and an elder in 1976. I have
always had a special interest in the area of missions and
served as chairman of the Missions Committee for many
years. After the children got older, Betty and I took college
students on numerous campaigns in Europe (Germany,
France and England).”
In addition to teaching and serving as chairman of the
then-Department of Speech, Dr. Ulrey also directed plays
and organized the debate program. Under his leadership,
the department faculty grew and ultimately became the
Department of Communication with courses in speech,
radio, television, speech pathology, public relations, drama
and forensics. Dr. Ulrey also more than tripled the number
of faculty and staff members, hiring Richard Walker, Jack
Ryan, Morris Ellis, Robin Miller, Beckie Weaver, Sharon
Pitt, Pat Garner, Mike James, Lou Butterfield, Jack Shock
and many others.
According to professor of communication Dr. Jack Shock,
Dr. Ulrey was known for investing in his colleagues, even
the ones who were “young and green” at the time.
“I remember one day in 1987 when I walked into (Dr.
Ulrey’s) office and said we need to go to Dallas and buy
some of these new Macintosh computers,” Shock said. “He
said, ‘Let’s go,’ and we flew to Dallas and bought four of
the earliest Macs and a laser printer. He built a lab for us,
which was one of the first in Arkansas. He invested more
than $10,000 in the murky future of desktop publishing
with little more than faith in me and some budget money
he scraped together.”
Betty Ulrey, who was the first female editor of The Bison
newspaper and fundamental in establishing the Student
Association, worked for two years in the office of Public
Relations and later taught English courses both in Searcy
and in overseas programs.
“While occasionally we may have felt that we sacrificed
by staying at Harding, in the long run we decided that the
most important thing was to try to influence others for Christ
and the best place for us to do this would be at Harding,”
Betty Ulrey said.
Shock said he will always be grateful for Dr. Ulrey’s vote
of confidence.
“I’m completing my 32nd year at Harding, thanks to
a 1985 thumbs-up from Dr. and Mrs. Ulrey,” Shock said.
“They are my mentors and my friends.”
Betty Ulrey said that both her and her husband have loved
spending their life in an occupation surrounded by young
people searching for their place in the world.
“I enjoyed every day, month and year at Harding,” Dr.
Ulrey wrote.

Evan Ulrey
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LEGO BATMAN MOVIE

RAISES DC STANDARDS
Graphic by DARRIAN BAGLEY

GARRETT HOWARD
lifestyle editor

No one kicks brick in
Gotham City better than
Batman, whose already
enormous ego is constantly
fed by his legions of loyal
fans. However, the Caped
Crusader prefers to live
in isolation, and his loner
mentality upsets both his
loyal butler, Alfred Pennyworth, and Gotham’s newly
instated police commissioner,
Barbara Gordon, who wants
Batman to team up with the
police to take down crime.
Despite Batman’s best
efforts to work alone, he
unintentionally adopts a
cheery, upbeat orphan named
Dick Grayson, while The
Joker — determined to make
Batman realize that he is
the Dark Knight’s greatest
enemy — frees the world’s
most dangerous villains from
the Phantom Zone, forcing
Batman to reconsider his
Lone Ranger approach and
accept some help from his
friends.
As the first spinoff film

from 2014’s surprisingly
successful “ The LEGO
Mo vie, ” “ The LEGO
Batman Movie,” directed
by Chris McKay, has held
high expectations since its
announcement. Will Arnett’s
take on the Caped Crusader
was a standout element
from the 2014 animated
hit, but how does LEGO’s
first spinoff film compare
with its beloved franchise
kickstarter? Luckily, “The
LEGO Batman Movie”
delivers the quality animation and storytelling of its
predecessor while standing
on its own as an imaginative
children’s film.
Will Arnett once again
succeeds with his take on
the Dark Knight caricature,
bringing back his egocentric
and brooding Batman while
simultaneously layering him
with the more emotional
desires of Batman’s psyche.
In a way, McKay and Arnett
have mastered the Batman
archetype. They give viewers
the unstoppable, brooding
crime fighter recognized by
pop culture while embracing

the zany camp of the pre-‘80s
character, simultaneously
adding the depth of what
motivates Batman without
dragging audiences through
another Thomas and Martha
Wayne death reenactment.
While Arnett’s Batman
is undoubtedly stellar, his
surrounding cast of plastic
minifigures is no less impressive. Michael Cera as
Dick Grayson (Robin) nicely
counters Batman’s intense
nature with an upbeat, cando attitude. Rosario Dawson
as Barbara Gordon brings
a sense of levelheadedness
to tone down the dynamic
duo, and Zach Galifianakis’
Joker is equal parts hilarious and devious, crafting
a near perfect introductory
archetype of the character.
In fact, “The LEGO Batman
Movie” explores the complex
relationship between the
Clown Prince of Crime
and the Dark Knight better
than most interpretations.
As with its 2014 predecessor, “The LEGO Batman
Movie” brings an ample
amount of witty humor and

pop culture references, with
many of the jokes aimed
squarely at Batman’s 78
year-old mythology. However,
each gag is well-crafted and
respectful to the character,
and ranges from fun nods
for casual fans to inside
jokes for the most die-hard
comic book lovers.
Although “The LEGO
Movie” was not the most
in-depth animated film
of 2014, it still retained a
surprisingly mature edge,
something “ The LEGO

Batman Movie” nicely
re p l i c a t e s . A s a m o v i e
primarily directed toward
children, lightheartedness
and humor abound, but
the film does slow down
to develop each primary
character into someone
relatable.
Ultimately, “The LEGO
Batman Movie” is a solid
follow-up to “The LEGO
Movie,” and a strong Batman
film in its own right. This
animated adventure offers
something for everyone, with

enough laughs and heart to
keep children and adults
engaged until the end. With
an admirable formula and
a vast selection of beloved
IPs on their hands, LEGO
is poised to become another
heavy hitter in the animation
industry.
“ The LEGO Batman
Movie” earns a well-deserved
four-and-a-half out of five
Garrett Stars. With a runtime
of 104 minutes, the film is
rated PG for rude humor
and some action.

Get ahead of tax season with these helpful tax tricks
MICALEIGH ENGLISH
student writer
In this time of transition, college students are often
handed adult tasks with little to no knowledge of how
to manage them. Spring is just around the corner, and so
are your taxes.
If you were employed in the past year, you should have
received your W-2 tax form by now. If you haven’t, it is
time to make a call to politely remind your employer.
A W-2 form will detail your wages and withholdings.
Withholdings break down into state and federal categories and are the amounts that have been taken out of our
paychecks throughout the year. If you see that there are
any withholdings, you should definitely file your taxes or
that money will just be a nice donation to the IRS.
Most of us would be considered dependents. We are
still under the wing of our parents and can therefore file
under them. It is important to get your W-2 form in the
hands of your parents as soon as possible. Really, going
to someone who has been there before and understands
more of the lingo is the best route to take. Even online tax
services can be tricked. Senior Emily Ann Braziel took on

her taxes last spring with TurboTax.
“As simple as TurboTax makes it, there are still words
that I didn’t know,” Braziel said. “I had to call my dad a
few times.”
Several of us work side jobs that don’t have an official
employer. We might babysit, tutor or mow lawns in the
summer. In these cases, you will not receive a W-2 and
will need to file a 1099 form stating your self-employed
income. If you did not keep exact records of your income
for 2016, an estimation will be sufficient.
Another area to consider is any scholarships or grants
you might be receiving. You should receive a form titled
“Tuition Statement 1098-T” from Harding that should be
filed with your W-2. You will need to know the details of
those scholarships and what you are allowed to use them
on (ie. books, tuition, housing, etc.), as well as what you
ended up using those funds on and how long you have
been attending Harding.
It is easy to get overwhelmed with all the numbered
and lettered tax forms, or knowing what tax forms you
need. However, it is important to remember the resources
available to us. Professors in the business building, paid
professionals at your local H&R Block and your parents can

always point you in the right direction. Patrick Stanford,
a professional accountant at Potts & Company Certified
Public Accountants in Fort Smith, offered some advice.
“If you’re not comfortable doing your own taxes, seek
a professional,“ Stanford said. “When you get your W-2
in the mail, don’t shuffle it to the side. Know if you are a
dependent or not, and keep good records of all your income.”
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VNTGE Co. exchanges vowels for values
TARYN BROWN
student writer

EVAN SWEARINGEN | The Bison

Junior Andrew Levenson founded VNTGE Co. in
late 2016. Levenson’s company strives to keep
prices under $25 to accommodate limited college
students’ budgets, an effort he promotes in the
company’s slogan “Affordable Luxury.”

College students find all sorts of
ways to make some extra money: tutor
middle school kids, sit in someone’s
chapel seat or sell their old dorm decor
on Facebook. However, junior Andrew
Levenson had a more ambitious idea
when he decided to launch VNTGE Co.
VNTGE Co. is an online clothing
store that resells higher end name brand
items, aiming to serve everything for
under $25. Levenson said he came up
with the concept over Christmas break
in 2016 after success selling refurbished
Polaroid cameras. He needed a job for
the semester so he decided to start his
own business doing something fun
and unique.
“I’m a marketing major, so I’m always thinking of new business ideas,
and I’m passionate about fashion and
clothing,” Levenson said.
The company is run on Instagram
and he makes about 89 percent of his
sales, according to VNTGE’s Google
Analytics page, and the website was
developed soon after. Levenson described the company’s style as “modern
vintage.” Today’s style has evolved in
the last year or two where it is now
trendy to shop at Goodwill and find
one-of-a-kind pieces rather than at
Forever 21. What was originally True

Vintage evolved into VNTGE Co.,
giving the name and logo a modern look
while still representing the products.
‘Affordable Luxury’ is VNTGE Co.’s
slogan, which Levenson said is enticing
to university students.
“College students are probably my
biggest customer base, but I sell to
more people outside of Arkansas than
at Harding,” Levenson said. “Knowing
people in Searcy and at Harding has
been a big help because they can repost
my posts.”
Levenson said he remains extremely
passionate about his company. His
hand is on every part of it, so it is very
personal for him.
“I only pick out products that I
would wear and I haven’t bought one
thing that I would not have worn
myself,” Levenson said. “I care about
the products I send to people, and to
see people with something you have
given them is very rewarding.”
Levenson’s hand-picked products
have been popular with Harding
students, including senior Duncan
Michael, who purchased a Kenneth
Cole jacket.
“VNTGE Co. was super great and
easy to work with,”Michael said.“They’ve
got great clothes at even better prices.”
Senior Katie McDonnel, Levenson’s
fiance, helps him in whatever the day
calls for, from researching products to

writing Instagram captions. She also
says Levenson’s passion for the company
and personal approach are what makes
the company unique.
“When a customer purchases a
product or has questions and contacts
VNTGE, it goes through Andrew,”
McDonnel said. “Andrew has connected with people from 16 countries
and nearly all 50 states. How many
companies can you buy from that you
have direct contact with the founder?”
VNTGE Co. has only been up and
running for around a month, but sales
hint at a bright future. The company’s
Instagram already has over a thousand
followers, and items sell out quickly.
Over the next few months, Levenson
said he would like to get into more
universities and have more regular
customers. If this momentum keeps up,
Levenson would like to produce some
of his own products, like hoodies and
patches, and eventually open a brick
and mortar store.
When asked if he had any advice
for other young entrepreneurs he said:
“If you have a business idea, pursue it.
It might look intimidating but it’s a
lot easier than people think, and it’s
rewarding to have something with
your name on it.”
To get yourself rare clothing, head
over to www.vntge.co or their Instagram
page @vntgeco.

