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Fifth-ranked Bisons prepare to take
on defending national champion Bearcats
CALEB ROWAN
sports editor
The fifth-ranked Harding football team
rallied from 10 points down in the fourth
quarter and kicked a game-winning field
goal in overtime to beat the University of
Sioux Falls (USF) 27-24 in the second
round of the NCAA Division II Playoffs on
Saturday, Nov. 26. With the win, the Bisons
improved to 13-0 this year and reached the
NCAA Division II Quarterfinals, extending
head coach Ronnie Huckeba’s final season
another week.
“This is a team that knows how to win,”
senior quarterback Park Parish said. “I think
in every championship run, in every run that
you see — whether it’s basketball, whether
it’s football or whatever — there are some

close games where you look back and say,
‘man, they were really close to losing it.’ The
thing about those teams is they find a way
to win, and that’s what we did.”
Parish led the offense, rushing for 121
yards and throwing for 49 more, but the GAC
Offensive Player of the Year was sidelined for
parts of the fourth quarter due to a shoulder
injury. Despite three first half turnovers, the
Bisons led 14-10 at the break due to a strong
defensive performance.
“We went into halftime and we had so
much confidence because we knew their
tendencies, and they were holding true to
what they had been doing all season,” senior
linebacker Benjamin Shields said. “We were
able to pick up on formations and plays that
they were running, so it was a big deal for us
to be able to have that confidence at halftime.”

Tennessee firefighters battle
smoke, flames, despair
SAVANNA DISTEFANO
features editor
At least seven people have been reported
dead and 53 injured from wildfires consuming
Gatlinburg, Tennessee, since Monday, Nov.
28, according to The Washington Post. The
Post reported approximately 16,000 acres had
been burned by Wednesday afternoon, and
4,000 firefighters have been called to action.
Alumna Tori Strother lives in Knoxville,
Tennessee, approximately 25 minutes from
Gatlinburg. Strother said she has been following the news of the fires.
“Everyone in Knoxville considers Gatlinburg to kind of be our own personal weekend
getaway, so obviously so many people are
crushed by the news and images we’ve seen,”
Strother said. “My family drives up every
year to see the Christmas lights and to get
caramel apples, but now who knows if that
will even be possible. It’s really sad.”
Alumna Caitlin Burke is covering the
events for the Christian Broadcasting Network.
According to Burke, Gatlinburg mayor Mike
Werner assured the city would revive. She
said the city is overwhelmed with donated
items and is requesting monetary donations
to the American Red Cross instead to be
used in assisting the city.
“People are starting to think now about
what to do with those who are displaced
more long-term, how to help them,” Burke
said. “They are really concerned with the
people who didn’t have insurance who are
having to rebuild.”

Burke said the city also has a high concern
for the emotional health of people, especially
the firefighters who have been working to
eliminate the flames. She said more than
400 structures were damaged or destroyed
and three people were rescued from the fires.
“They are worried about people’s emotional wellbeing,” Burke said. “A lot of the
firefighters have lost their homes, and they
are still out there fighting. They didn’t ask
for time off, and for the rescue workers and
for the firefighters, I think the prayers are
going to be for their emotional wellbeing
as they start to have to come off their shift
and the adrenaline and drive that is keeping
them going dies down a little bit.”
Senior Katie Waldron grew up spending
time in her family’s two chalets in Gatlinburg,
built by her father and grandfather. Waldron
learned that both cabins were burned by the
fires Wednesday, Nov. 30.
“I have many memories spent going up
there,” Waldron said. “From family vacations
to Challenge Youth Conference with my
youth group. The chalets were a blessing to
my family.”
According to CNN, the fire appears to be
“human caused,” beginning on a mountain
trail 10 miles south of the city and spreading
from high winds that occurred on Sunday
and Monday. The cause of the fire is still
under investigation.
“It is just really devastating,” Waldron
said. “I am crying. Even if our chalets were
not damaged, a lot of people and businesses
(experienced damage).”
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‘A Christmas Carol,’
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Shields recorded six tackles and junior
defensive back Daylan Markham had 11
as the Bisons held USF to just 306 yards of
offense, 222 yards off their season average.
“Our defense played great,” Parish said.
“That was a very good offense they played
against, and they’re very good at what they
do which is run the ball and eat the clock
up, so I thought our defense did a great job
of shutting them down and getting them
off the field.”
Trailing 24-14 with 10 minutes left in
the game, sophomore quarterback Terrence
Dingle led a 75-yard drive before Parish
returned to cap it with a 1-yard touchdown
run and trim the lead to 24-21. Parish said
that he was proud of the way his backup
played under pressure.
“Terrence was clutch,” Parish said. “He just

“This is a team that
knows how to win.”
-Park Parish, senior
quarterback
After the defense forced a USF punt, the
Bisons drove 57 yards in less than a minute to
set up a junior kicker Tristan Parsley’s gametying 47-yard field goal with six seconds left,
the longest of his career.

see FOOTBALL, 1B
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Cubans and Cuban-Americans react to the death of prime minister Fidel
Castro on Nov. 25, in front of a popular Cuban restaurant in Miami, Florida.

Castro’s era comes to an end
JAISA HOGUE
news editor
Fidel Castro Ruz of the Republic of
Cuba died Friday, Nov. 25, at the age of 90.
Castro served as prime minister of
the Republic of Cuba from 1959 to 1976
before becoming president from 1976 until
2006. According to an article published by
CNN on Nov. 26, Castro’s political journey
started in 1952 at the age of 25 when he
ran for Cuban congress. Before the election,
the government was overthrown, marking
the beginning of a dictatorship for Cuba.
In 1959, Castro and a group of fellow
revolutionaries successfully overthrew the

In this issue
Basketball, 2B

kind of got cast into it when the bullets were
flying and he did a fantastic job of coming
in, making plays and managing the offense.”

Miracle on Market
Street, 3B

unpopular dictator. From there, he went on
to become a primary leader of the Cuban
Revolution and held office until his health
forced him to temporarily appoint his younger
brother Raul Castro in July of 2006. Two
years later, he resigned, and Raul officially
became president.
Following the announcement of his death,
rallies broke out in the streets of Miami.
According to an article published Nov. 29
by BBC News entitled “Fidel Castro death:
Cubans say sad goodbye, or good riddance,”
there was an abundance of mixed reactions
from the people of Cuba.

see CASTRO, 2A
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Students and faculty plan to perform ‘A Seussified Christmas Carol’ to benefit Hope Cottage
KATIE MCDONNEL
student writer
JAISA HOGUE
news editor

2B | Friday, December 2, 2016

Harding University students and faculty are performing
“A Seussified Christmas Carol,” a twist on a Christmas
classic, Dec. 2-4 in the Ulrey Performing Arts Center to
raise funds for Hope Cottage.
Senior theatre major Holly Cannon, student designer,
director and costumer for the production, said the show
came together after the cast of “The Seussification of
Romeo and Juliet,” her junior one act project, saw her
directing “A Seussified Christmas Carol” at Center on the
Square Kid Stage.
“The cast offered to pitch in the money for the rights,
we just needed a space,” Cannon said.
Cannon approached the Harding Department of Theatre
to ask if they were interested in contributing to the show,
and the theater allowed the Campus Players, a theatre
student organization, to back the production.
“The kids love the colors, but the adults get cracked up
seeing the characters change on stage and be different and
try and rhyme everything,” Cannon said.
The show is a benefit for Hope Cottage, a shelter and
hotline for women in White County who are victims of
domestic violence. The show is free, but donations are
encouraged, and all profits go to the charity.
“It’s a gift to the cast, it’s a gift to the community and
it’s a gift to me,” Cannon said.
There has been so much interest in the show that another
performance has been added for a matinee on Sunday, Dec.
4 at 2 p.m. There are only eight cast members, but over 30
roles. Several cast members have taken on multiple roles,
such as junior Zach Slomers who plays Jacob Marley, Bob
Cratchit and an assortment of other characters.
“My favorite part of being in the show is getting to do this
with my friends and getting to goof off,” Slomers said. “It’s
funny enough for grown-ups and goofy enough for kids.”
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Senior Joshua Johnson, sophomore Evelyn Green, junior Zach Slomers and alumnus David Goble
practice their roles in “A Seussified Christmas Carol.” The free play will be performed Dec. 2-4 in the
Ulrey Performing Arts Center.
Peter Bloedel, who has created a variety of Seuss-themed
plays based on classic literature, transformed Dickens’ original
verse into one that rhymes, but Cannon said the script
stays very true to the original — word for word in some
parts. The characters vary from the ones in “A Christmas
Carol;” for instance, instead of Tiny Tim there is Timmy
Loohoo with a candy cane crutch, and several elements of
the Grinch have been incorporated into Scrooge’s character,
portrayed by alumnus David Goble.
“It still has the same sweet, touching moments that are
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CASTRO, from 1A
This article reports Cuban citizens crying and
mourning the loss of a man they saw as a father figure,
while others felt something quite different, exemplified
by the parties held by Cubans in southern Florida to
celebrate the death of Fidel Castro.
“Whether you loved him or hated him, whether
in Havana or in Miami, everyone is affected today,”
Cuban citizen Javier Morales said in the BBC News
article. “Old people and young people, we all have
something to thank him for. We have free education,
we have free medical care, we have free social assistance
thanks to him.”
Harding alumna Christy Delgado said she was in
Miami when the news of Fidel Castro’s death reached
America. She said Cuban flags appeared all over the city
and people gathered in front of major Cuban restaurants
to sing, chant, dance and celebrate.
“Our families experienced oppression, abuse, death
and a stripping of rights at the hand of that tyrannical
dictator,” Delgado said. “It wasn’t so much a celebration
of death; it was more a celebration of hope. Hope that
Cuba is now one step closer to freedom, hope that the
world will see the lies Fidel created, and that they will
see the truth about communism.”
Junior Justin Gonzalez said his family came to
America on the Freedom Flights, a refugee operation
that transferred Cubans to Miami, Florida from 19651973. He said his father, the youngest of five brothers,
was a young child when his family moved to Miami
without his oldest brother who was required to serve
the Cuban military.
Gonzalez said he had been taught by his family that
Fidel Castro was an unfair dictator.
“Had Fidel not been oppressive to my Cuban family,
my father and his family probably wouldn’t have made it
here,” Gonzalez said. “It was a fresh start for my family.
Fidel’s impact didn’t have positive affect immediately
on my family, but we turned it into a positive.”
According to CNN, Fidel Castro’s body was cremated,
and on Nov. 30, his ashes were taken along the reverse
route he took across the island after seizing power in
1959. It also published several different memorials to
be held the week following his death, leading up to
his funeral Sunday, Dec. 4, set to take pace at Santa
Ifigenia cemetery in Santiago de Cuba.
“The sad thing is that for the Cubans on the island,
not much has changed,” Delgado said. “Raul Castro
is still in power, and the communist government still
has a chokehold on freedom … Many are still living in
fear and injustice and that reality is what turned many
celebratory conversations in Miami to tears, anger and
sighs that day. They know what the Cuban people are
actually living through, even still today.”
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in ‘A Christmas Carol,’ but it’s a lot easier, not as dark, not
as harsh,” Goble said. “It’s kind of like a Flintstone vitamin,
you still get all you need, but it’s delicious and chewy.”
Senior Penny Turpin, who played Juliet in Cannon’s “The
Seussification of Romeo and Juliet,” said that the cast has
grown immensely since their last “swing at Seuss.”
“I think Seuss is going to be more than just giggles and
glitter,” Turpin said. “It tells a wonderful story, almost like
a parable, that will be sure to make every person — no
matter the age — feel sentimental.”

Recap of the Arkansas ballot
Explaining the state issues passed after the election
LINDSEY LEDFORD
class writer
On Nov. 8, White County residents
entered the courthouse to vote on more
than just the presidential election.
Four measures, three legislative and
one initiative, that appeared on the
Arkansas ballot passed.
Issue 1 changes the term of elected
officials from two-year to four-year
terms. White County resident Haydn
Bryant voted in favor of Issue 1.
“Two years is not long enough for
an official to establish the necessary
relationship with the community needed
to push their agenda,” Bryant said. “A
four-year term will allow officials time
to see the results that are needed to
show how effective they have been.”
Issue 2 allows the governor to remain
in charge when traveling out of state
instead of temporarily appointing the
lieutenant governor in the governor’s
absence. Harding alumna Rachel
Moran voted on Election Day for the
first time as an Arkansas resident in
favor of passing Issue 2.

“The governor serves as a good
ambassador for the state of Arkansas,”
Moran said. “The governor helps with
inner state trade and bills that benefit
Arkansas in Congress and as a result
benefit the state of Arkansas. The
president is still doing his job when
he travels outside the United States, so
why shouldn’t the governor be allowed
the same right?”
Issue 3 eliminates the amount of
bonds Arkansas can issue to bring
businesses to the state. Issue 3 is in
response to the economic development
plan placed in 2004, that could not
proceed because bonds were capped at
5 percent, according to KATV. Issue
3 has the capability to bring new jobs
to the state.
Issue 6 will allow the use of medical
marijuana under 17 conditions. In
Arkansas 53.2 percent of voters
supported Issue 6, according to the
New York Times. White County did
not vote in favor of legalizing medical
marijuana. Of the 27,151 residents who
voted in White County, only 12,448
voted in favor of Issue 6, while 14,703

voted against Issue 6. Arkansas will
be the first state in the Bible Belt to
legalize the use of medical marijuana.
Senior Carter House is a resident of
Searcy who voted in favor of passing
Issue 6.
“I went to high school in a state
where marijuana was medically legal,”
House said. “I knew people whose
families truly benefited from the use
of medical marijuana. It was heavily
regulated and only prescribed in
extremely necessary cases.”
Arkansas State Senate had 17 seats
up for election; in the general election,
Republicans gained two seats. Seven
Democratic candidates, five being
incumbents, ran in the 2016 election.
According to Ballotpedia, that is less
than half of the Democratic candidates
that filed to run in 2010.
Overall, the Arkansas State Senate
has 26 Republican members and nine
Democratic members as of Nov. 8, 2016.
Republican Senator John Woods and
Democratic Senator David Johnson
did not run for office and instead
chose to retire.

Attack at The Ohio State University

Harding public safety officers train for similar situations
KENDRA STEVENSON
student writer
Eleven people were injured at Ohio State University in
Columbus, Ohio, Monday morning, Nov. 28 when 18-yearold student Abdul Razak Ali Artan crashed his vehicle into
pedestrians then slashed people with a butcher knife before
being shot by a university police officer, according to USA
Today.
Amelia Pierson, a senior agricultural engineering student
at OSU, was getting ready for class at her campus house about
four blocks north of the parking garage police searched during
the time of the incident. Pierson said she heard police outside
and did not think anything of it at first.
“My friends and I are all engineers and checked in with
each other since we have classes in that area a lot,” Pierson
said. “A lot of us decided to stay where we were and keep
working on homework.”
Pierson was previously a teaching assistant for the
engineering college and had received training in the case of
an active shooter. The campus utilizes the action plan, “Run,
hide, fight,” as a part of its response to an active shooter.
This brought a frightening reality to her training, but she
felt prepared.
“I would say I feel a lot safer knowing that in less than a
minute the right person was addressed by police, and within
the next few minutes there was every type of emergency
assistance you could think of on campus,” Pierson said. “I
am extremely proud and confident in my university’s ability
to carry out their emergency plans.”
According to Craig Russell, director of Public Safety, the

Harding Office of Public Safety uses similar strategies and
preparations for dealing with an attacker on campus. Public
Safety in conjunction with Human Resources also uses “Run,
hide, fight” to train faculty, staff and residence assistants to
know what to do in case of an active shooter or attacker on
campus.
Since the Virginia Tech shooting in 2007, a group of public
safety officers have been trained specifically to respond to an
active shooter. Russell said officers are equipped to respond
to any type of attacker.
“In many ways, from our perspective, it does not matter if
a guy is attacking somebody with a knife or a gun,” Russell
said. “Anytime there is a weapon, you are going to have a
similar response.”
Russell said the Office of Public Safety also provides
training for individual departments on campus, as well as
Aramark employees and Harding Academy.
“It’s impossible to anticipate every possible scenario,” Russell
said. “We want to make sure that the instructions we give
people options regardless of what the circumstances may be,
and we feel like that run, hide and fight are the basic options.
Use the one that makes the most sense for the scenario.”
Pierson said the OSU advises students to get as far away
as possible from the scene. She said if it is not possible to run
or hide, and if it is not possible to hide, then fight for your life.
“People who commit such horrible acts like this aren’t
nearly as prepared or level headed as the special teams who
come out to remedy these situations,” Pierson said. “To stay
safe, you really just need to be aware of your surroundings.”
The video “Run, hide, fight ” can be found on at
readyhoustontx.gov.
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The power of insignificance

cole swearengen

guest
writer

I

f you’re like me, you’ve woken up
and not liked what you’ve seen in
the mirror. Or maybe you’ve not really
liked the way your classes are going,
or you’ve questioned your potential
in life. Maybe you believe that you’re
insignificant. I hate to be the bearer
of bad news, but the answer to that is,
yes, you are.
Before you read too much into that
or flip to a different article, allow me to
explain: there are currently seven billion
people on this planet (I had to Google
this), and all of them are playing some
role in the continuity of humanity. We
as individuals are just another piece to
this expansive puzzle between birth and
death. While I know this explanation
doesn’t do anything to comfort you or
give you a thorough explanation, I still
ask that you trust me.
I was driving home a few weeks

ago and happened upon a church sign
that read, “God has a history of using
the insignificant to accomplish the
impossible.” I stopped to take a picture
of it because something about that
statement resounded within me, and I
had to keep a record of it to ponder on.
Growing up, I was told that in the
church community and in the world
at large (in my case, as a male), I am
the hero of the story, that I am the
main character; I am the significant
one in the story of life, but what if
that’s not the case? Maybe my role
in society, the church, the classroom,
in the workplace and life in general is
to not be the significant one. Maybe
my role is to be the underdog, the
marginalized one, the insignificant
one. This thought is scary, because if
you’re anything like me, you feel the
need to be the significant one who is in
control. Life is never a game of chance
because you’ve already calculated the
risk and reward of every situation, and
you only choose the rewarding paths,
the paths that put you in the middle
of the action and make you the one
deserving of praise.
Well I’m writing this to tell you that
this choice of lifestyle is exhausting
and draining. Because of the high

hannah j. moore

standards I set for myself, I fill my
head with ideas of what success and
significance look like. From this point
forward, I choose insignificance because
I believe that real change for the good
in this world comes through the people
behind the scenes throughout history
that have brought about equality and
love to people deemed unlovable and
trivial. This life of insignificance must
be spent by putting others above myself and working to serve the needs
of people who are neglected. Making
the decision to love people even when
it’s unpopular or difficult (maybe even
people you didn’t necessarily want to
hold an elected office) is necessary.
As my time at Harding is quickly
drawing to a close, I reflect on my years
as someone looking to make a name for
myself, to become a legend, to become
someone talked about beyond my years
here. I now realize that this pursuit is
not what it’s about, it’s about the small
steps behind the scenes we take to make
this world a better place.
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COLE SWEARENGEN is a
guest writer for the Bison.
He may be contacted at
rswearengen@harding.edu.
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hen I was growing up, things
scared me. I would let my anxiety and the opinions of others hold
me back. I was afraid of what people
thought of me. I was afraid of letting
people down. And I was afraid of failure.
As I’ve gotten older, I’ve realized that
thinking that way is failure in itself.
I remember one of the first times I
wrote a “book” that I was proud of. I
was in the third grade and was ready
to show off my new three-page story
about a clown. One of my classmates
made a comment to me that I’ll never
forget. He said, “That’s nothing special.
Anyone can do better than that.” He
laughed at my story after I spent so
much time to make it perfect. How
could he not like it? It was illustrated
and everything. I took the “book” home

staff

Basic

he word “basic” has a lot of different definitions depending on your field of study, whether it be chemistry, child
development or philosophy. I had to do some virtual digging
on, you guessed it, Urban Dictionary, to get to the bottom
of what the current version of “basic” really means. A basic
person, at least according to this website that anyone in the
entire English speaking world can add to, is “someone devoid
of defining characteristics that might make a person interesting, extraordinary or just simply worth devoting time or
attention to … only interested in things mainstream, popular
and trending.”
Let me state that definition in my own words, for emphasis:
“A basic person enjoys products that are popular, which makes
them boring and not worth associating with.”
Dear basic shamers, have you ever considered that things
are popular because lots of people actually like them, that
products or activities are justified in being mainstream? You
have to assume that the average consumer is rational. People
decide what to buy based on their piqued interests, painstaking
research of internet reviews and extensive trial periods. Only
then will they come to a logical, sensible conclusion about
the product. Typically, we trust products that have positive
reviews, so if something is so culturally significant that most
people participate or at least know about it, isn’t that the
ultimate good review?
Everything was kitschy or underground at one point, and I
mean everything. Everything starts out small and unrecognizable, and some of these things gain popularity through further
usage. Pokemon started as a GameBoy game mimicking the
capture of insects, and now it’s on millions of smartphones
around the entire world (as long as you have enough storage
space for it to sit there and collect dust while you’re continually
disappointed with the constant updates).
Look, I get it. Some people have called me a “hipster,”
which I won’t deny or confirm, but I personally understand
the feeling of having one of your favorite bands sell out and
produce worse and worse music (rest in peace, early pop punk
Fall Out Boy). Recently, I’ve come to the conclusion that
enjoying something solely because no one else knows about
it is highly selfish and exclusivist. It shows that you want that
band, that drink or that piece of clothing all to yourself, and,
more importantly, it shows that you’re only concerned about
your status as cool and original if you’re willing to immediately
ditch something you really enjoy just because other people
are into it too.
I’ve had ombre hair color, and I wing my eyeliner and
contour my cheekbones to perfection when I bother to put
on makeup (which is rare at this point in the semester). I
enjoy abbreviating my adjectives, even if it is just for ironic
comedic effect. I watched all of the “Gilmore Girls” revival this
weekend (Team Jess forever and ever, amen), and I do have a
favorite Kardashian sister (it’s Kourtney, obvi). I’d just like to
live vicariously through my Pinterest page in the way that I
want to without some irrelevant internet troll criticizing my
every move. Is that too much to ask?
I think this goes without saying, but there may be some in
need of a reminder. People are more than the products they
buy. Your fellow humans have hopes, dreams and desires. They
have families and friends who clearly don’t care that they play
Beyonce at an earth-quaking volume and even join in with
their sad attempts at twerking. There is solidarity in the milelong line at Chipotle, where the answer is always, “Absolutely,
I do,” when asked if they still want the guacamole on their
burrito bowl even though it costs an extra $1.80. Everyone
deserves deep, affectionate relationships, even if they still haven’t applied to be on “The Bachelor” after saying they really
should for four seasons in a row.
This is a message to anyone who has ever been called basic:
You do you. Don’t listen to the haters. Go ahead and stream
the Billboard Top 20 playlist, watch “The Notebook” if you
need a good cry or wear that velvet choker you got at Forever
21 every single day if you really want to.
This is a message to anyone who has ever called someone
basic: Stop. We know that pumpkin spice lattes don’t have
actual pumpkin in them, so don’t bring that up as a reason for
us to not drink them. Quit trying to micromanage culture, as
if you were able to do that anyway.
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SANTA DELIVERS

do with it. I destroyed it, ripping it to
the point of no return. With tears in my
eyes, I didn’t ever want to bring another
“book” of mine to the classroom again.
I was just in the third grade, but I felt
like I wasn’t good enough … and that
was when I failed.
When I was 16 years old, I had an
interesting idea for a story I wanted
to tell. I scribbled the plot on several
sheets of paper and showed my parents.
I felt like it would be a fun experience to
write it all out like a “real author.” I had
no idea that this random idea scribbled
on a few sheets of paper would be a
published book in two years.
There were times when I never
wanted anyone to read the finished
product. But on occasion, there would
be this little spark in me that wanted
to do more. But it didn’t take long
before I was doubting myself again. I
was worried about what people would
think. Could I really do this? And that
was when I failed.
After two years of work, the book
was published in 2015. One day in class,
a boy laughed at my newly-published
book. He looked me in the eye and

it’s
complicated

him make me feel small, and that was
when I failed.
Releasing my novel in the summer of
2016 was one of the most exciting and
nerve-racking things I’ve ever done. This
book was about overcoming self-doubt
when nothing is going your way, and
here I was scared that I might fail. But
this time, it was different. After all this
time, I started to believe in myself. I was
proud of what I had made. I started
telling myself, “I’m no longer going to
let anything hold me back.”
That was when I succeeded.
You fail when you say you can’t.
You succeed when you start to believe
in yourself.
Henry Ford said, “If you think you
can do a thing or think you can’t do a
thing, you’re right.”
Dear reader,
You can do it.
With love, your friend,
Wes
WESLEY BRYANT is a guest
writer for the Bison.
He may be contacted at
wbryant1@harding.edu.

HANNAH J. MOORE is the opinions editor
for the Bison.
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Joshua Johnson
editor-in-chief
Savanna DiStefano
features editor
Jaisa Hogue
news editor
Caleb Rowan
sports editor
Taylor Hodges
asst. sports editor

Hannah J. Moore
opinions editor
Garrett Howard
lifestyle editor
Sarah Dixon
head copy editor
Grant Stewart
asst. copy editor
Delilah Pope
editorial asst.

Amanda Floyd
head photographer
Evan Swearingen
asst. photographer
Ryann Heim
asst. photographer
Claire Patton
head web editor
Natalie E. Smith
asst. web editor

Grayson Piershale
beat reporter
Chance Gowan
head multimedia editor
Mitchell Brooks
asst. multimedia editor
Sawyer Hite
head graphics
Rachel Gibson
asst. graphics/illustrator

Eli Andrews
Michalie Brown
Wesley Bryant

Michael Claxton
Thelma Garcia Martinez
Lindsey Ledford

Katie McDonnel
Alex Petty
Audra Shumaker

Emily Shumaker
Kendra Stevenson
Cole Swearengen

Jordan Doyle
business manager
Sam Shepherd
pr/marketing
Libbie Turner
asst. pr/marketing
Katie Ramirez
faculty adviser

guest writers

OPINIONS
OPINIONS
3A | Friday, December 2, 2016

v

4A | Friday, December 2, 2016

joshua johnson

FEATURES
LIFESTYLE
I
same song,
second verse

3B | Friday, December 2, 2016

My coming-of-age
column

t is the only book to ever make me cry, and it turned
50 years old last month.
“Stay gold, Ponyboy,” is the powerhouse takeaway
from S. E. Hinton’s “The Outsiders.” Written from the
vantage point of a young East Side greaser, the narrative
is choppy, rambling and lacks thoughtful cohesion —
the perfect vessel to transport the thoughts of Ponyboy,
a 14-year-old orphan who loves to read. He knows a
lot of words but struggles to use them coherently. He
has knowledge but lacks the wisdom to formulate
structured opinions.
There is literary research to support the claim that
“The Outsiders,” published in 1967, actually propelled
the invention of the Young Adult genre. The book was
first released alongside traditional adult novels, but
performed so poorly that Hinton’s publishers thought
they had invested in a dud manuscript. However, after
a slight redirection in the promotional department, the
book was soon selling out. Bookstores demanded more
prints as adolescents and teens pored over Hinton’s narrative. The clunky and fragmented, yet raw and relatable
storyline was saturated in realism, in stark contrast to
the more formal, polished dialogue in works such as
“Romeo and Juliet,” “Catcher in the Rye,” and similar
rebel-worshipping stories. As one of the first novels
marketed exclusively to the adolescent audience, it is
safe to theorize that without “The Outsiders,” there
would be no “Hunger Games,” “Divergent,” “Percy
Jackson,” “Mortal Instruments,” or “Twilight.”
So, for the sake of an entire genre, as well as the
careers of otherwise jobless writers like Rick Riordan
and Cassandra Clare, I thank Ponyboy and his friends
for 50 inspiring years. Yet there are more reasons than
one to be thankful for the perseverance of Hinton’s
manuscript.
“Nothing gold can stay,” Ponyboy muses after
watching a sunset with his best friend Johnny, recalling
a poem that he read once.
“You know,” Johnny says in response, “I never noticed
colors and clouds and stuff until you kept reminding me
about them. It seems like they were never there before.”
I was 18 years old when I first read “The Outsiders.”
It was the summer before I left for college — the most
pivotal moment of my young life. I once heard a speaker
say, “It does not seem fair to me that the 18-year-old
mind — being as young as it ever will be — is forced
to make decisions that the average established adult
could not make.” In hindsight, I could not agree more.
However, amidst my own life-changing decision making,
I found my 18-year-old self enraptured with a book
about a boy only a few years younger than myself, forced
to make decisions that could cost him his life, as well
as the lives of his brothers.
In comparison, my collegial conclusions suddenly
seemed insignificant.
Besides being a front-runner in the exploding YA
genre, “The Outsiders” is, simply put, a raw coming-ofage story. In his book “The Low Budget Screenplay,”
Harding alumnus Joe Aaron talks about how there are
four archetypes in every story: man, woman, boy and girl.
Not to be bogged down in gender-related discrepancies,
Aaron claims these four archetypes do not necessarily
conform to masculine and feminine stereotypes, but
rather each type represents a role in any good narrative. He further posits that, in every story, an essential
element in creating a relatable character arc is for the
protagonist to move from one archetype to another.
In “The Outsiders,” Ponyboy is an ideal example of a
real character — a real, archetypal boy — becoming a
man as he comes to terms with the world around him.
As a boy, he cries — as a man, he mourns. As a boy,
he fights — as a man, he learns to respect human life.
“Stay gold, Ponyboy.” It is the oft-quoted clause, yet
paradoxical in its contextual message. While Johnny’s
plea for his best friend to “stay gold” embodies the ancient philosophy of living a life that is “forever young,”
Ponyboy’s story is that of a boy growing up, learning
how to live and grieve as a man and a warrior.
While a “golden” lifestyle is nothing to be discredited,
Ponyboy’s coming-of-age story is about more than discovering eternal youth. From child to adult — it is the
inevitable journey to which we all can relate. Likewise
is the journey from Outsider to friend, brother, sister,
or lover, as we all seek to find our place in this world.
It is the only book to ever make me cry, and it
turned 50 years old last month. If you’ve never picked
up a copy, well, this is one young adult novel you are
not too old to read.
It is, truly, gold.

It’s my time to go...

happy holidays
season brother!
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JOSHUA JOHNSON is the editor-in-chief
for the Bison.
He may be contacted at jjohnson4@harding.edu.
Twitter: @joshjohnson146

Illustration by RACHEL GIBSON

Dear stress ... Let’s break up
emily shumaker

guest
writer

I

recently had one of those weekends
where I literally did homework from
Friday night to Sunday night. I did not
leave campus except to go to Walmart. It
would be an understatement to say that
I felt strung out and definitely not ready
to face another week of college classes
afterwards. As the week progressed, I felt
unproductive and unable to function at a
normal studious level. I am sure you can
relate to this brain-weariness, especially as
we near the end of the semester.
In the college atmosphere, where our
purpose is to study and learn, our brains
are highly susceptible to exhaustion.
One recent Sunday night, I was at my
wit’s end trying to study for my biology
exam. After an hour or more of staring at

the pages, I repositioned myself and made
a snack, but I still came up short as my
brain refused to focus on the material. It
was a moment of desperation. My brain
was overworked and busily thinking about
all of the other stressors I had at the time.
I sent a text to my older sister, who is just
one year ahead of me in college, and asked
her what to do. Her reply?
“Eat chocolate, and take a break.”
It sounded like wise advice. The Lord
has impressed upon me recently to just
pause and rest in his eternal truths, which
are far more valuable than earthly matters.
Sometimes I need to listen to my physical
condition and rest. Most importantly, we
need to listen to our spiritual well-being.
Are we so obsessed with getting our work
done that when our Heavenly Father
implores us to rest, we refuse? How often
do we forget Psalm 127:2, that “the Lord
grants sleep to the one he loves?”
One of my favorite high school teachers
told me that stress comes from fear of the
past or the future, not the present. In this
case, that refers to either worrying about
not studying enough in the past or fearing
how your grade will look in the future.

One of my friends from home passed on
some advice from her mother concerning
the college workload: “How does one eat
an elephant? One bite at a time.”
In the same way, how does one survive
college? One class, one day, one week and
one semester at a time.
You have survived 100 percent of
your worst days if you are reading this.
This too shall pass. It is a season to grow
in our discipline, knowledge and skill;
and to develop our God-given abilities.
Rather than stressing, let us learn to stretch
ourselves a bit and embrace the struggle.
Attending college is a true privilege, and if
we embrace the struggle now, the benefits
will be rich.
I have to admit, taking a moment to
rest when I always have so much to do
is tough, but I still push myself hard in
my studies. God’s love and open arms
are always enough to raise us above our
workload and stress.
EMILY SHUMAKER is a guest
writer for the Bison.
She may be contacted at
eshumaker@harding.edu.

Interested in writing a guest column?
Contact Hannah J. Moore at hmoore@harding.edu.
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Clax Performance art at gate A15
michael
claxton

S

o there I was, sitting at my terminal
at the Atlanta airport, minding my
own business. At that particular moment,
the business I was minding was twofold:
I was waiting to board a plane to Little
Rock, and I was writing comments on
a 32-page essay about Shakespeare.
Grading papers like that in public is the
kind of thing that English teachers love
to do. Like podiatrists who wear their
stethoscopes out of the office, we secretly
hope that someone will walk by, glance
at the erudite activity and be impressed.
No such person walked by. Even
as I conspicuously turned pages and
audibly murmured approval of each
learned footnote. Or as I exaggerated
my usual furrowed brow to indicate
rigorous concentration. Or as I noisily
capped and uncapped my Pilot Precise
V7 Fine Blue pen to inscribe comments
in the margins. But not a single passerby
stopped to admire the work of higher
education. I started to realize how the
first cell phone users must have felt when
people ignored their loud conversations
in public.
And then I saw her. She barely registered in my peripheral vision at first,
but as she came closer, I risked a glance
in her general direction. Unbelievably,
she was walking straight toward me. I
was not sitting in front of a boarding
platform or a concession stand or even

a trash can, so there was no mistaking
it. She was coming over. To me. On
purpose. After all those pathetic years
of professional showing off at the
airport, I and my scholarly work were
finally attracting the type of attention
we deserved.
That’s when she brandished a green
crayon and started to color all over page
11 of my student’s essay.
As it turns out, the toddler with a
pink bow in her hair was interested in
neither Shakespeare nor “The Tempest.”
She had not waddled over to genuflect
in the presence of academia. Instead, she
was a one-person flash mob — scribbling
performance art in front of a surprised
member of the public. Perhaps the
little girl was merely responding to a
stimulus that she recognized, thinking,
“Here is paper — what doth hinder me
to color?” Mercifully she used a green
crayon, as I have told you before that red
is traumatizing to college kids.
Before the little scribe could finish
illuminating my student’s manuscript,
a horrified mother scooped her up,
green crayon and all. “I am so sorry,”
she said. I thought the mother might
glance down at the 32-page essay and
be hit with a further wave of guilt mixed
with admiration to see that her infant
had interrupted an Associate Professor
in the midst of the Great Exchange of
Knowledge. But no such luck.
I kept fishing for recognition and
said, “Oh, that’s OK. She was just
helping me grade an essay.” I thought
the remark was witty and gracious, the
kind of indulgent banter from strangers
that parents live for. And, incidentally,
it was subtly designed to solicit the

proper response, which was, “Oh, are
you a teacher?” Followed by some faint
indication of awe.
Instead, nothing. As she walked away,
the kid dangling precariously off one
hip, I glanced down at the paper, trying
to identify the specific artistic style of
the green Crayola markings my new
friend had left behind. Certainly late
Modernism, I assumed, but I couldn’t
decide between Spanish Expressionist
Cubism and Abstract French Dadaism.
But then again, sometimes a squiggle is
just a squiggle. Pardon me, I mean “an
interweaving curvilinear form.”
Nothing else happened of interest
during the wait for my flight, except
when the Delta agent seemed to call over
forty different classes of people who had
boarding priority ahead of those of us in
Zone Three. The Diamond Medallion
members, the Sky Priority members, the
Premium Gold Card members, those
needing special help with seating, those
in First Class, members of European
royalty, Saudi princes, people who stayed
at a Holiday Inn Express last night,
and so on. All of them seemed to merit
boarding ahead of me.
So my delusions of grandeur about
being an esteemed academic ended at
Gate A15, where I watched as my new
grading assistant hobbled onto the boarding ramp — crayon in hand — along
with all the other scions of high society
in Zone One. I couldn’t help but think
it was a good thing that all the safety
brochures on the plane were laminated.

MICHAEL CLAXTON is a guest
writer for the Bison.
He may be contacted at
mclaxto1@harding.edu.

At the Bison, it is our goal to serve the Harding University student body with integrity, truth and open ears. However, we believe that meeting that goal is a two-way street between
our staff and the public it serves. We pledge to keep our eyes and ears open to what our community has to say and hope that, in return, that community will be an interactive
audience, sharing its stories with us. We also pledge to do the basics: Report accurate and relevant information, check our facts, and share them in a professional, timely manner.
If you have any story ideas, questions, comments or concerns for the Bison staff, please email Joshua Johnson, the editor-in-chief, at jjohnson4@harding.edu. “The Bison (USPS
577-660) is published weekly (except vacations, exams and summer sessions), 20 issues per year, by Harding University. Periodicals postage paid at Searcy, Arkansas 72143.
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The Bison, Harding University 11192, SEARCY, AR 72149-0001.” BYLINE POLICY: The Bison provides an opportunity for class writers to
contribute work under the byline “guest writers.” Due to this arrangement, staff writers may rewrite a portion of the guest writers’ stories as they deem necessary, while still
identifying the work as the guest writers’ own.
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Sports
at ‘The
Manor’
A few months ago, I moved
into a house with seven other
guys. We call our home, “The
Manor.” What I didn’t realize when I signed the lease,
though, was that I would soon
be surrounded by fans of some
of the most despicable sports
teams known to man.
I’ll start with the Chicago
Cubs. As I’ve mentioned
before, I hate the Cubs. So
needless to say, when several
of my roommates paraded
the streets of Searcy “flying
the W” after Game 7 of this
year’s World Series, I did not
join them. Luckily, a fellow
Cardinals fan who resides
two stories above me had
my back. We still have plans
to “burn the W” by the end
of the semester.
While he stands by me
during baseball season, my
third floor roomie doesn’t
always avoid the dark side. He’s
a Green Bay Packers fan. As if
I needed a reason to dislike the
Packers any more, their “win”
over the Cowboys in the 2014
NFL playoffs has permanently
placed the “Cheeseheads” in
my doghouse (Dez caught
it). The good news is Green
Bay recently lost four games
in a row and America’s Team
is 10-1. I always knew God
was looking down on the
Cowboys.
When it comes to college
ball, things are downright ugly.
The guy who sleeps right next
to me supports the Oklahoma
Sooners, the best team to
never play defense for the
past three years. Another one
of my housemates has worn
that nasty Tennessee orange
every Saturday for Vols games.
There’s a diehard Wisconsin
fan on floor two who would
probably believe they belonged
in the College Football Playoff
if they had five losses. Oh, and
we’ve got an Alabama fan in
the house, too (I’m honestly
just jealous of him).
Probably least relevant of all
is the one of us who wakes up
early every Saturday morning
to watch his favorite soccer
team. Who watches soccer?
But despite our different
colored jerseys, our scattering
of favorite athletes and our
unwavering commitment to
certain coaches, the men of
the Manor have something
in common. We understand
what it feels like to pour your
heart out for a team, and we
understand what it feels like
to have it ripped out. We’ve
all experienced success and
we’ve all experienced failures
(except maybe the ‘Bama fan).
Whether we’re calling the
Hogs,“flying the W”or singing
Rocky Top, the eight of us just
enjoy watching great athletes
compete. That’s something
we’ve always agreed on.
Since this is the last column
I’ll write for The Bison, here
are a few final words. To the
few of you who read this every
week, I genuinely thank you.
To my copy staff, thanks for
making me sound smart. Go
Hogs. Go Bisons. And never
underestimate the value of
sitting down and watching
a ballgame.
CALEB ROWAN is the head
sports editor for the Bison.
He may be contacted at
crowan@harding.edu.
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Sophomore duo returns home to hoop
CALEB ROWAN
sports editor

Two Arkansas natives who initially took their talents to Division
I basketball teams have found their
way back to the Natural State to play
for the Harding Lady Bisons. After
playing just a year ago at Missouri
State University (MSU) and the
University of Nebraska Omaha
(UNO), respectively, sophomores
Riley Rose and Caroline Hogue are
now major contributors for head coach
Tim Kirby, whose Lady Bisons are
2-0 in Great American Conference
(GAC) play.
Hogue attended Baptist Preparatory School in Little Rock,
Arkansas, where she averaged a
triple-double per game during her
junior year. She blocked a state
record 933 shots in high school and
blocked 89 more in her freshman
season at UNO, but she said she
chose to transfer to Harding to be
closer to home.
“I went up there and it was nine
hours away from home,” Hogue
said. “I liked the coaches, I liked my
teammates, but I came back home
because it was so far away. I liked
the coaching staff (at Harding) and
I had played with almost half the
girls on the team before, so it was
a good transfer.”
Rose also came home to Searcy to
be closer to family after one semester
and joined the Lady Bisons. In high
school, she averaged 13 points and
four assists per game at Harding
Academy before signing with MSU.
Rose said that her new teammates
have made the transition easy.
“The environment they created
was something that drew us in even
before we got here,” Rose said. “It
was really easy to feel at home, and
that’s all due to the teammates that
we have. They make it fun here.
Some days you don’t want to come
to practice, but you know who’s
going to be there, and they’re worth
being around.”
As two of the team’s top four
scorers, Hogue and Rose add talent

EVAN SWEARINGEN | The Bison

Sophomores Caroline Hogue and Riley Rose transferred to Harding from Division I schools
for the 2016 basketball season. They are two of the Lady Bisons’ top four scorers this season.
to an already proven squad, led by
senior point guard Andi Haney.
Haney was a part of back-to-back
NCAA Tournament teams in 20142015 and according to Hogue, has
been influential in bringing the Lady
Bisons together.
“I’d say Andi is definitely the glue
to this team,” Hogue said. “She’s the
leader and the person that pushes
us every day in practice.”
Rose also acknowledged the
leadership ability of Haney and the
impact she has had on the sophomores’ transitions into major roles
on the court.
“Andi kind of made a path,” Rose
said. “She made it easy for both of us
in the transition and her leadership

on and off the floor made everything
easier for us and for the other girls
to get to know us.”
With new talent and old, the
Lady Bisons were picked first in the
GAC preseason poll and currently
boast a 4-1 record. Rose, the Lady
Bisons’ leading three-point shooter
this season, said that staying focused
on the present will help the team live
up to its high expectations.
“We have to take it one day at a
time,” Rose said. “We can’t take the
team we have now and go straight
into the conference tournament and
expect to do extremely well, so we
need to take each practice, each
play, every opportunity to just try
and get better and gain experience

from it in order to be successful in
the long run.”
While Hogue and Rose are making
a difference on the court, they both
know that success will depend not
on their individual performances but
on the team’s ability to play together.
Hogue said that the relationships
off the court have helped the team
have a selfless mentality which will
lead them to success in the long run.
“I feel like I’ve had a lot poured
into me physically, spiritually, academically and just with all the good
people around me here,” Hogue said.
“Now we just have to stick together
and stay focused on trying to be the
best team in the conference and the
rest will take care of itself.”

KAZU FUJISAWA| The Petit Jean

Junior wide receiver Andrew Dather outruns two Central Missouri defenders during the Bisons’ 48-31 win in the first round of
the NCAA Division II Playoffs on Nov. 19. Harding plays at Northwest Missouri State University in the quarterfinals on Saturday.

FOOTBALL, from 1A
“(The kick) was gutsy,”
Shields said. “It’s not every
day that you see somebody
have the fate of the entire
time on their back like that in
the biggest game in program
history, you know, so to step
up and make that was huge.
Sometimes they go through
and sometimes they don’t.
This time it did.”
Shields intercepted a
USF pass on the third play
of overtime and three plays
later Parsley’s 35-yard field
goal secured the win, clinching
the Bisons’ first ever spot in
the final eight of the NCAA
Playoffs. It was the first time in

Parsley’s career that he made
two field goals in a game.
“I tried not to think about
it too much,” Parsley said in
a postgame press conference.
“I just asked the Lord to help
me make the kick like I always
do, and the Lord provides.”
Head coach Ronnie
Huckeba and the Bisons
will play the top-ranked,
defending national champion
Northwest Missouri State
University Bearcats on Saturday, Dec. 3. According to
Parish, the team is embracing
the challenge of playing the
nation’s best team.
“They’re the real deal —

you don’t win 27 ballgames
in a row without being the
real deal,” Parish said. “We
are definitely faced with a
challenge, but it’s one that
we feel like we’re ready for.
Everybody wants a chance
to play the best because the
only way to be the best is to
beat the best, so we’re excited
for the opportunity and we
think we have the team that
can beat them.”
While Huckeba’s final
season at the helm of the
Harding football program
is already an historic one, he
said his team believes it will
keep winning.
“We feel like we’ve been
a team of destiny up to this

point,” Huckeba said. “There is
not any doubt on our sideline.”
The Bisons will kickoff

against the Bearcats at 1 p.m.
on Saturday in Maryville,
Missouri.

THE BISON
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sports editor
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Bisons and Lady Bisons basketball start 2-0 in conference play
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Men’s and women’s team defeated NWOSU and SWOSU at home to open their conference season
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TAYLOR
HODGES
asst. sports editor

The Bisons and Lady Bisons basketball teams defeated Great American Conference (GAC) foes in their
first two home games of the season two weeks ago. The
Lady Bisons defeated Northwestern Oklahoma State
University (NWOSU) 89-56 on Tuesday, Nov. 17, and
the Bisons followed that game with an 80-76 win. On
Thursday, the Bisons beat Southwestern Oklahoma State
University (SWOSU) 77-50 following the Lady Bisons
also defeating SWOSU 76-72.
In the game against NWOSU, the Lady Bisons had a
great start, scoring 35 points and holding the Rangers to
only 14. The Lady Bisons shot 87 percent in the quarter
with five three-pointers. Junior guard Falan Miller led
the scoring for the Lady Bisons in the first quarter with
14 points.
“When everybody on the team does their job, it opens
up everything for everybody else,” Miller said. “My
teammates really opened up everything, and we really
came together as a team.”
The defense for the Lady Bisons sealed their first
conference win of the season. They gave up 14 points in
the first quarter and only one field goal in the second,
RYANN HEIM | The Bison
taking a 54-22 lead into halftime. The Rangers had their
highest scoring quarter in the fourth with 24 points, but Senior guard Will Francis makes a freethrow against Northwestern Oklahoma State University (NWOSU)
on Tuesday, Nov. 17. The Bisons beat the Rangers 80-76 for their first conference win of the season.
the Lady Bisons took the win 89-56.
The men’s team also grabbed its first conference win
added 15 points, and Miller had 12 points.
forward Stefan Andelkovic had 10 points and added
of the season against NWOSU, winning 80-76, their
“Starting off 2-0 is really big. Northwestern and seven rebounds.
fourth straight win against the Rangers. Junior guard
Southwestern are two tough opponents, so it’s good that
Over the Thanksgiving break, the Lady Bisons played
Tim Wagner, a transfer from North Platte Community
we were able to beat them at home,” Miller said. “I’m on the road against number 18 in the nations, Drury
College in Wisconsin, led the Bisons in scoring for the
really excited and looking forward to the remainder of University, in Springfield, Missouri,and were defeated
third straight game with 15 points.
the season. Those two conference wins were pretty big.” 76-54.
“We just have a really good team offensively,” Wagner
The Lady Bisons were able to outscore the Lady
“There are a lot of things that we can take away from
said. “We have guys deep in our bench that can all shoot
Bulldogs in every quarter except for the fourth, but they this loss,” Miller said. “We just need to be ready to play,
the three, which gives us a lot of spacing. And that gives
were able to hold off on SWOSU’s late-game surge to especially when we are on the road. We just need to get
me and some other guys lanes to the basket to score and
get their second conference win of the season.
that fire back.”
get easy shots at the rim. And our ball handlers and
The Bisons followed the Lady Bisons’ win with a
The Bisons played a home game over the break
playmakers are able to give us good looks from three.”
victory against SWOSU at home on Thursday, Nov. 19. against Christian Brothers University out of Memphis,
The Bisons took an 18-point lead into halftime, but
The Bisons pulled away in the second half after holding Tennessee. With an almost empty Rhodes-Reaves Field
the Rangers were able to cut the lead down to four on
the Bulldogs scoreless for 12 minutes.
House, the Bisons were able to come away with a 79-57
two separate occasions late in the game. Four Bisons
“Any time you can start off 2-0 in conference, it’s win. Andelkovic led the Bisons in scoring with 23 points.
scored double-digit points as the team grabbed its first
good,” Wagner said. “We’re just trying to go out and win
“It was a good game for us. We wanted to get a win
conference win of the season.
a conference championship, and I think that’s a realistic before going on a short break,” Andelkovic said. “It was
In the second game of the week, the Lady Bisons took
goal for us. Starting off 2-0 is the first step in that. You weird not playing in front of a bunch of people, but it
on another conference opponent, SWOSU, and won to
can’t win a conference championship in one weekend or was definitely a big win for us going into break.”
go 2-0 in conference play. Sophomore forward Caroline
one game. We’re just trying to take it one game at a time.”
The Bisons and Lady Bisons played on the road
Hogue, a transfer student from the University of NeWagner led the team in scoring for the fourth straight in Bethany, Oklahoma, against conference opponent
braska at Omaha, had a double-double in the game with
game with 21 points. Senior guard Will Francis added Southern Nazarene University on Dec.1. Results were
25 points and 18 rebounds. Senior guard Andi Haney
20 points, 17 of which came in the second half. Senior not available at press time.
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Thomas inspires, represents GAC in Baltimore
AUDRA SHUMAKER
student writer
“The majority of our generation lives behind a filter. Whatever our flaw is, we edit it.
Leaders can’t do that,” junior baseball player
Jack Thomas said. “In order to lead, you have
to be authentic and passionate in everything
you do.”
On Nov. 10-13,Thomas attended the annual
NCAA Student Athlete Leadership Forum
in Baltimore, Maryland. Thomas was selected
to represent the Great American Conference
(GAC). Of over 460,000 student athletes in

the NCAA, only 300 were selected to attend
the forum, one male and female from each
conference.
At the forum, the athletes were able to
listen to previous NCAA athletes and be
empowered by their stories while learning
about the business side of the NCAA, such as
budgeting and topics specific to each division.
According to Thomas, the biggest takeaway from the forum was learning that each
conference is dealing with all the same things.
He said it broadened his perspectives and
empowered him to do more.
Thomas is also heavily involved with

fundraising for the philanthropy of NCAA,
Make-A-Wish Foundation. Schools in the
GAC start fundraising. Each school usually
averages around $1,000. According to Assistant
Athletic Director Brenda Seawel, Thomas has
spearheaded in this campaign.
“Jack challenged his fellow athletes to
not only contribute, but to take ownership
and actually grant a wish for a wish kid.”
Seawel said.
Thomas has rallied Harding’s athletes to
raise around $6,000 for the Make A Wish
foundation. The athletes are only $2,000 short
of their goal, which is to grant a wish.

“Our goal is to raise enough money to
grant a wish for a child in the White County
community” Thomas said. “We have taken
this opportunity very seriously to impact a
child’s life, and it’s very exciting”
Thomas is also a member of the Harding Student Athlete Advisory Committee
(SAAC). an organization that is committed to
enhancing the experience of student-athletes.
According Seawel, the Harding division was
almost nonexistent before Thomas got involved.
“The Harding SAAC has improved substantially in a short time,” Seawel said. “and
I attribute that to Jack’s leadership.”

Alex Williamson

Jacory Nichols

Branden Eggleston

Correy Moyer

What is your favorite
Christmas movie?

“Buddy the Elf,
What’s your favorite
color?”

“This Christmas.”

“Home Alone.”

“A Christmas
Carol.”

What is your favorite
Christmas song?

“Grandma Got Run
Over By a Reindeer.”

What is at the top of your
Christmas list?

A Kushion: bluetooth
speaker pillow.

Our Athletes’ Views
on Pop Culture

What is your favorite
Christmas family tradition?

Golf

It used to be going
to Hardee’s after
presents when I lived
in Florida. No
Hardees in Texas.

Football

Basketball

Basketball

Shen Catteau
Tennis

“Elf.”

“Angels We Have
Christmas carols. “Jingle Bell Rock.” Heard On High.”

“Deck The Halls.”

iPhone 7.

My family is going
to Nepal, so I would
like to paraglide off
the Himalayas.

Nikon Camera.

A new knee.
Opening one present

Putting up the
Christmas tree.

on Christmas Eve
Getting to see all
after
church and then
my family that lives
Christmas breakfast
far away.
casserole.

We open presents
on Christmas Eve.
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Miracle on Market Street

AMANDA FLOYD | The Bison

ALEX PETTY
student writer

For the holiday season, a group of communication
majors teamed up with Restore Hope, an organization that
aims to help lower the recidivism rate (the likelihood of a
criminal to reoffend) in Arkansas as well as aid children in
the foster care system, to hold a fundraiser that allows the
organization to buy Christmas presents for children in the
foster care system.
For the past two years, Governor Asa Hutchinson has
reached out to religious leaders in Arkansas communities and
asked them to organize events in order to benefit Restore
Hope’s mission, which he has strongly supported.
This year, Hutchinson contacted Dr. Andrew Baker and
asked for Harding’s help in this effort. Baker assembled
a team of communication students to plan an event on
Harding’s campus.
The team, which consists of seniors Lexi Ferguson, Abigail
Pratt and Claire Patton, organized an event called “The Tree

Lighting.” The team is selling light bulbs for $5 each through
today, and every light bulb purchased will be placed on a
wooden Christmas tree outside of the McInteer building.
All proceeds from the light bulb sale will go towards buying
Christmas presents for children in the foster care system.
In addition to the regular sale, there is also a “Battle Of
The Bulbs,” which is taking place between social clubs. The
competition, which began on Nov. 28, will see which club
can buy the most light bulbs to be placed on the tree. The
winning club will receive key chains.
Pratt said that this opportunity was perfect for Harding
students to take on.
“We are sitting on a pile of resources here,” Pratt said. “We
have students that are public relations majors, journalism
majors, English majors and criminal justice majors. We
have all these people who could get involved, so they kind
of just wanted us to brainstorm and see what we could do
to further along Restore Hope and to introduce Restore
Hope to the student body.”
In addition to the light bulb sale and Christmas tree

lighting, the lighting ceremony, which took place on Nov. 30,
included the sale of homemade cookies and hot chocolate, a
performance by the Good News Singers and an appearance
by Santa Claus himself.

“We just really wanted to do something
for the kids during the holidays.”
-Lexi Ferguson,
public relations major

Ferguson said that getting involved with this event was
so important to her because it will show the children in
foster care just how loved and supported they are by their
community.
“We just really wanted to do something for the kids
during the holidays,” Ferguson said. “I think it will help to
let them know that, even if they don’t think so, there are so
many people out there that care for each and every one of
them and that, yes, they are so worth the time and effort.”

Throwing away razors to give away presents

White County law enforcement raise money for the White County Foster Parents’ Association
ELI ANDREWS
student writer
College students around the nation are participating in
No-Shave November, but they are not the only ones. The
officers in the White County Sheriff ’s Department are also
abandoning their razors and letting their beards grow out
for a good cause.
Several deputies approached the sheriff in October about
holding a fundraiser for a charity in White County. They
settled on a fundraiser in which every White County deputy
who wanted to participate would pay $20 and throw away
their razors for the month of November. The money will
go toward the White County Foster Parents’ Association.
Chief Deputy Phillip Miller said this money will come to
the parents just in time for the holiday season.
“The need for foster parents becomes greater and greater
each day, and foster kids get moved all over because there are
almost never enough parents,” Miller said. “Some families
are more well-to-do, so Christmas presents aren’t a problem,
but a lot of parents are right at the point where they need
money, so our decision to help the Foster Parents’ Association
was an easy one.”
The deputies must keep their beards trimmed and neat,
but that has not seemed to stop the fun. By Nov. 15, 31
deputies had committed to leaving their faces unshaven for
the month, and the projected total amount to be collected
is approximately $630. White County Law Enforcement
Chaplain David Copeland described the current foster care
situation as “heartbreaking,” and said this was a more than
worthy cause.
“I heard somewhere that you make a living by what you
get, and you make a life by what you give,” Copeland said.
“I was fortunate enough to have grown up in a household
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Officers at the White County Sheriff’s Department forego shaving to raise money for prostate cancer
awareness and the White County Foster Parents’ Association. Thirty-one deputies committed to
leaving their face unshaven and expect to raise approximately $630.
that was able to give Christmas presents every year, and
with foster homes, you don’t always have that. Being a foster
parent is hard enough to start … so I think every little bit
we can give goes a long way.”
Detective Chancey Warden, who orchestrated the event,
said he got the idea from other police departments in other
counties, but has seen the benefits in White County already.

“To be honest, it just sort of happened. I saw other
departments doing it last year, and I tried to do it then, but
it didn’t take off till this year,” Warden said. “I see it as a
win-win situation for both sides. We get to grow out our
awesome facial hair, and also provide these foster kids with
Christmas presents. It’s a really good feeling to be able to
do that.”

Outside the bubble, into the neighborhood
MICHALIE BROWN
student writer

406 South Maple Street was just an
ordinar y house in Searcy until Bible
majors Matthew Wilcox and Vance Bow
had a dream and ran with it. The house is
currently being renovated and turned into
a community outreach center for Searcy
residents, especially children.
“We noticed that Searcy is kind of split
into two worlds: Harding and not Harding,
and we just want to start building bridges
across that gap,” Bow said.
Senior Drew Howerton spends time
volunteering with the Maple House and
plans on getting involved with the newly
launched afternoon tutoring program.
“The goal is not to get people into church
doors; it’s to build relationships,” Howerton
said. “It’s outside of the Harding bubble, so
it gives Harding students the opportunity to
get out in the real world and interact with
real people in Searcy with real life joys and

struggles and to build those relationships.
Once we get those going, who knows where
God is going to take them? We just want
to bridge the gap.”
Volunteers play sports with local children
after school in a lot across from the house.
Regardless of the fact that the ministry is
still new, they already have a few regulars.
“There’s a kid that I saw one day, and I just
asked him if he wanted to play basketball,
and now we hang out all the time and play
basketball together,” Wilcox said. “We’re
just building those relationships.”
Bow and Wilcox have high hopes of
putting on community events such as
cookouts, sporting events and after school
tutoring. They also recently purchased the
house adjacent to the Maple House and plan
on turning the lot into a community garden.
“If you’re looking to volunteer just ask
yourself, are you willing to step out of
the Harding bubble, be present and build
relationships?,” Wilcox said. “If so, we would
love for you to join us.”

Bow and Wilcox said they are open to any
volunteers who are interested as long as they
come with a servant heart. Several volunteers
have mentioned starting other opportunities
for interaction, such as facilitating art projects
for the children to complete.
“To us, it’s about being there,” Bow said.

“Not everybody is like Matthew, and not
everybody is like me. You are who you are
and you are going to be able to bring your
own things to the table. We just need people
who are going to take initiative and make
relationships with people. If those things are
happening, then God’s will will be done.”
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‘Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them’ ’
Review

J.K. Rowling’s original screenplay can not recapture the magic of ‘Harry Potter’
GARRETT HOWARD
lifestyle editor
In 1926, British wizard
Newt Scamander arrives in
prohibition-era New York City
with an enchanted suitcase full
of magical creatures. Due to a
mix-up, several of Scamander’s
beasts accidentally escape
into the city, entangling the
young sorcerer with a NoMaj (non-wizard) baker, a
Legilimen (mind reader)
and former Auror employed
by the Magical Congress of
the United States of America
(MACUSA) in an attempt to
recapture his escaped animals.
Meanwhile, darker forces
are at play, as the malevolent
wizard Gellert Grindelwald
threatens to expose the
Wizarding World to the
non-magical community, thus
initiating another world war.
Directed by David Yates,
director of the last four “Harry
Potter” films, “Fantastic Beasts”
is a spinoff prequel film set
in the Harry Potter universe
that focuses on expanding the
source material’s mythology.
This return to the Wizarding
World — penned by series
creator J.K. Rowling — was
anticipated by muggles all
across the globe, but was the
five-year hiatus from hallows

and horcruxes worth the wait?
Unfortunately, “Fantastic
Beasts” awkwardly stumbles
back into Rowling’s beloved
universe with mixed results.
Eddie Redmayne is genuinely likable as Newt Scamander,
the film’s adorkable protagonist.
Scamander’s introverted nature
is a nice contrast to brash
blockbuster heroes, but as a
result, much of Redmayne’s
performance is overshadowed
by the surrounding world and
characters. Scamander truly
shines when interacting with
his enchanted animals, which
are by far the most interesting
aspect of the film.
The rest of the primary cast
is enjoyable, even if cliched.
Among believable affectations
by Ezra Miller, Katherine
Waterston and Colin Farrell,
the standout performance
comes from Dan Fogler as
Jacob Kowalski, a No-Maj
who is accidentally caught up
in wizarding affairs. Although
he is used primarily as comic
relief, Fogler’s Kowalski never
irritates or feels secondary.
In fact, he is one of the few
characters in the film with an
actual arc.
As expected, Rowling
uses many of her creations as
analogies for real-world social
issues, such as race relations

and human rights.These subtle
references abstain from beating
audiences over the head with
ham-fisted commentary, but
this is where Rowling’s creative
efforts end. Shoehorned references and awkward humor
plague the script, alongside
some abysmal terminology.
I mean, “No-Maj?” Really?
I’ve read less cringey Harry
Potter fan fiction.
As with the last four Harry
Potter films, director David
Yates returns to his cold,
bleak, washed–out aesthetic
for “Fantastic Beasts” in sharp
contrast to the warm, magical
and imaginative world created
15 years ago.The boring “flash-

light tag” wizard battles of later
Harry Potter installments also
make an unwelcome return,
in addition to some unsavory
green screen and CGI effects.
The film’s tone remains
drastically inconsistent throughout, with scenes shifting from
Scamander blowing mating
calls at a cartoon hippopotamus
to hyper-violent murder and
child abuse without missing
a beat. Ironically for a film
about fantastic beasts, the
film’s finale borrows the smoke
cloud monster from Ryan
Reynolds’ “Green Lantern”
fiasco, with a resolution that
makes one wonder why there is
any conflict in the Wizarding

World at all.
Ultimately,“Fantastic Beasts”
is a weak-yet-serviceable return
to J.K. Rowling’s magical
universe. Although sturdy
enough in its own right, it
can’t match the overall charm
or iconicity of its predecessors, and its conflicting tone
raises confusing questions
about its target audience. For
those seeking quality family
entertainment this holiday
season, Disney’s “Moana” is
now playing in theaters.
“Fantastic Beasts” earns
a lukewarm three out of five
stars. With a runtime of 133
minutes, the film is rated PG13 for fantasy action violence.
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WANT FOR CHRISTMAS?
Hannah M. - “I need shampoo, pants and gender equity.”
Sarah D. - “I need some windshield wipers.”
Jaisa H. - “A mini crockpot so I won’t have to eat in the caf.”
Taylor H. - “An Apple watch and world peace.”
Delilah P. - “Some joggers, some scarves and I always want more books.”
Savanna D. - “My own personal Barista who follows me around to every class.”
C aleb R. - “ I know what I want for Christmas: my keys. I lost my keys. I can’t find them. I was on the
phone when I had them last, and I can’t remember if I set them down anywhere. I did go
to my desk first, and then I came in here … Oh, they’re under Sarah’s paper. It was
Sarah’s fault.”
Graphic by SAWYER HITE

Going home-away-from-home for Thanksgiving
MICHALIE BROWN
student writer

The majority of Harding students hit the road and
headed home for Thanksgiving, but most international
students had to make other plans.
Junior Cameron Murry is from Nottingham, England,
and has spent the past two Thanksgivings with senior
Blake Cundiff and his family in Athens, Alabama.
“Freshman year, going home was out of the equation
because it was only a week, and traveling 22 hours to go
home for a week is not reasonable, so I needed somewhere
to go,” Murry said. “When Blake offered, I immediately
took him up on it, and the past two years with his family
have been a lot of fun.”
Murry and Cundiff met each other through their
social club, Gamma Sigma Phi, when Murry joined as
a freshman.
“The hospitality that Blake’s family has shown to me,
I could never have hoped for,” Murry said. “They and the
Harding community in general have become a second
family to me.”
In England, there are no celebrations of Thanksgiving,
and Murry said he really appreciates the concept of this
holiday.
“The food is great, but I love that people take time to
say what they’re thankful for, because a lot of the time
that can be overlooked,” Murry said. “It just gives you

a different perspective on how lucky you actually are.”
Sophomores Dimitri Tsirmpas and Timothy Strasser
spent Thanksgiving together with Strasser’s family in
Wynne, Arkansas.
Tsirmpas is from Athens, Greece. His family works
closely with the Harding University Greece (HUG)
program, so he had celebrated Thanksgiving with HUG
students before becoming a Harding student himself.
“Being from Greece, I really put a lot of value into
family, and Thanksgiving is a day where you forget about
life and spend time with your family, so I really liked
that,” Tsirmpas said.
On Thanksgiving Day, Tsirmpas and Strasser participated in what Tsirmpas described as a “traditional Southern Thanksgiving,” during which they ate and watched
football. Tsirmpas said his favorite classic Thanksgiving
food is sweet potatoes with marshmallows.
“I’m really happy he came, and I think everyone else
really enjoyed him too,” Strasser said. “I got to take him
to my church and introduce him to everyone. He really
just fit right in to the family.”
Strasser encourages American students to take international students home with them at any chance they get.
“My appreciation for him really grew throughout
the week, and it’s fun to see someone come in from the
outside and just care,” Strasser said. “Spending that much
time at home with someone from school can be a really
special thing.”

