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Searcy Churches have ‘trusted security measures in place’
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As churches move to increase security measures, Kevin
Atkinson, pastor at New Life
Church (NLC), and Todd
Martin, children’s minister at
Downtown Church of Christ
(Downtown), both agree that
safety of their members, guests
and children has been top of
their priorities list since day one.
“Because of the recent violent events in churches, I have
found it to be very beneficial
and very fulfilling to me as a
leader to know that we have
trusted security measures in
place,” Atkinson said.
Martin said that at Downtown the focus is to keep
churchgoers safe by making
sure areas are secure before
dangerous situations present
themselves.
“We want to be preventative
and proactive in our planning
and security,”Martin said.“If we
don’t put something like this in
place, we hold ourselves liable.
We want to make sure that
when the kids and members
come into our facilities, they
are safe.”
According to Martin, the
Downtown security team has
30 cameras in place that feed
to a monitor in the church
offices and the main security
office. The security office
has trained individuals who
monitor the cameras and listen
to police and fire department
scanners. They also monitor
weather conditions and radar
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to the entire
church facility.
At NLC, a trained security
director heads up the security
team, according to Atkinson. In
any given service, the members
of the security team can be found
in the parking lot, sanctuary
and children’s ministry areas.
“Security has always been a
part of NLC,” Atkinson said.
“That was important to us on
the front end — for our people
to feel safe and our parents to
feel safe about their children.”
Atkinson said security
members in the sanctuary
are in charge of alerting him
of a situation during service,
and security members in the
children’s ministry areas are
charged with the safety of
the kids during services and
upon leaving.
“Our security members have
certain standards they have to
meet,” Atkinson said. “We do
allow concealed handgun carry
if they have gone through the
proper training and have their
license. We identify the security
team based on their lanyards and
Amanda Floyd | The Bison
we have special indicators for
those with concealed weapons. Due to the rise in violence in churches, local churches like Downtown Church of Christ have found
They also have an earpiece so reasurrance in the security measures they have in place. Downtown has 30 security cameras.
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New app helps track service hours

‘HU Service Central’ allows students to view and add service time
By Michael DeSalvo
Student Writer

An app called “HU Service Central” was utilized
during Bisons for Christ
to help students connect
with various service projects
offered during the week of
April 11-15. The app allows
students and teachers to find
service projects, track the
number of hours served and
read stories from those who
have served the community.
According to Dr. Andrew
Baker,
assistant professor of
By Claire Patton
Bible
and
director of the
Student Writer
Mitchell Center, the app
will continue to be used and
improved so that Harding
students may ser ve the
university and community.
“Last year, we did the
72143 project (a capstone)
Courtesy of HU Service Central and saw lots of opportunities
HU Service Central allows students to log service hours in Searcy where students
could serve and would want
they complete. The app was released April 11.

mden -- Henry

to serve,” Baker said. “What
if in everyone’s hand was
the information necessary
to go help? I would say
students genuinely want
to serve.”
According to Baker, a
company out of California,
Crowd Hub, helped design
the app. Work on the app
began in the fall with a release
planned at the beginning of
the semester, but the app
needed additional work
before it could be unveiled.
Baker said that during
Bisons for Christ, the app
had 451 interactive users
and 900 people downloaded
the app. Users looked at 10
screens with eight minutes
of user time on the app on
average.
Senior Peyton Templeton
assisted the Harding cheer
squad’s cheer clinic available
to elementary-aged girls

from Searcy during Bisons
for Christ. Templeton said
she believes the app was
a success for the service
projects and encouraged
others to download it.
“I’ve noticed many hours
from Bisons for Christ
were logged onto the app,”
Templeton said. “I love the
fact that you get to see a
live count of how many
volunteers there are on
our campus and how many
hours we as a student body
have put into serving this
community. I also love the
stories section. It’s a great
way to remind yourself why
you’re serving and the love
that can come from it.”
S o p h o m o re L a n d o n
Tabor also served during
Bisons for Christ. Tabor
said he believes the app
will be used in the future
to help better service efforts

around Searcy.
“The (service app) brings
the community of mission
that Harding proclaims
they are to life and helps
students serve our immediate community in the palm
of their hand,” Tabor said.
“The app started to bring
Bisons for Christ into a
lifestyle rather than just
one day of service. It helps
just being able to instantly
see when projects have been
completed and claimed by
other students.”
As of April 19, nearly 300
volunteers have completed
507 hours of ser vice in
conjunction with the app.
According to Baker, the
app is meant to be utilized
year-round. To download
the app, search “HU Service
Central” in the Apple App
Store or in Google Play.

Arkansas welfare applicants screened for drug use

By Jordan Doyle
Beat Reporter

Arkansans who apply for welfare
started being screened and tested
for drug use at the beginning of
the month, according to KATV.
In order to screen applicants,
two questions have been added
to the application forms for
Temporary Assistance for Needy
Families (TANF) and Transitional
Employment Assistance (TEA).
The first question regards whether
or not the applicant is involved
in illegal drug use. The second
question asks if the applicant has
lost a job due to drug use.

Africa Reads,
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According to J.R. Davis, spokesman for Governor Asa Hutchinson,
if an applicant responds “yes” to
either question, they will be asked
to deliver a urine sample to the
Department of Workforce Services
for drug testing. Applicants can
refuse, butdoing so would result
in a six-month suspension of
benefits. If applicants take the test
and the results indicate drug use,
they can still receive benefits as
long as they enroll in a treatment
program.
Davis said that one of the
positive but overlooked aspects
of this new legislation is the pay

protective clause.
“If (someone) has dependence,
like a child, and fails the drug test,
and says ‘I’m not going to get
rehab,’ the pay protective clause
in that legislation would allow
Department of Human Services to
identify another relative or friend
who would get those benefits
for those children,” Davis said.
“The kids would still get those
benefits, it would just get through
another way.”
Despite Hutchinson saying
this new policy targets drug dependence, senior Caleb James said
he is opposed to it. James, who

desires to go to graduate school
for social work policy-focused
advocacy studies, said he believes
this new policy will not be effective
based on previous studies.
“Similar policies in other states
have not proven to be effective for a
variety of reasons, especially from a
cost-benefits standpoint,” James said.
“The amount of money you would
save by denying welfare based on drug
use is insignificant when compared
to the amount of money you would
be spending on these tests.”
The Department of Workforce
Services projected this new drug
screening and testing program
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Longtime Regina sponsor
passes away

Disney’s new film speaks
on important issues

to cost between $1.45 million to
$1.7 million a year. According
the Washington Times, the data
on this program will be analyzed
over the coming months to see
how effective it is.
Junior social work major Whitney
McDonald does not agree with
the program.
“Only about 5 percent of welfare
recipients test positive for drugs,”
McDonald said. “So the amount
of money that goes to specifically
testing welfare recipients is money
that can be used on so many other
programs. That money could actually
make a difference.”

Baseball,
page 1B
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Longtime Regina sponsor passes away

Bessie Mae Ledbetter Pryor and her husband Dr. Joe Pryor both played integral
parts in the development of the university. Bessie Mae Pryor passed away on
Monday, April 8, in her home in Searcy, Arkansas.

commitment. She gave a lot
of herself.”
Many knew Pryor for her
hospitality and service to others,
a quality still emphasized in
Regina.Administrative assistant
JoJean Smith, a member of
Regina from 1981 to 1984,
said she remembers helping
Pryor throw a party.
“Just watching her work in
her kitchen, you could see love
just pouring out of her as she
was up to her elbows in chicken
salad,” Smith said. “She was a
servant. To be able to live that
and experience that with her
was wonderful.”
Both Smith and Fuller
said that Pryor loved hosting
so much that she would hold
club meetings in her home
every week and host other
club events throughout the
year. The Pryor home was
located where the McInteer
stands today.
“We had our Spring Sing
after-party in her house my
freshman year,” Fuller said.

“It was just filled to the brim
with Regina members, (Chi
Sigma Alpha) members and
alumni that would come by. I
also worked on the Petit Jean
yearbook, and Dr. Joe (Pryor’s
husband) was the supervisor
for that. If we had really late
nights, sometimes we would
spend the night in their house.
They were both super involved.”
According to Tori McIntosh,
a member of Regina from 2009
to 2013 and current honorary
member, served as Regina’s
service project director in the
fall of 2010 and the fall of
2013. She organized several
service projects to help Pryor.
“To me, (Pryor) represented
something for a young Regina
girl and a college freshman to
strive for: a virtuous woman
who had done good works,”
McIntosh said. “Although
there was a generation gap,
she always made her girls and
guys feel welcomed, loved and
appreciated.”
According to McIntosh,

current members of Regina
visited Pryor at her home in
groups of three or four every
week this semester. Senior
Janna Mix, vice president of
Regina, said that Pryor was
still a large part of the club
members’ lives, even though
they were only able to visit
her for a short amount of time.
“I think knowing your past
is important, and also honoring
the people that worked so
hard to get you to where you
are today,” Mix said. “Some of
the things that we hold so dear,
(Pryor) put into place for us,
and visiting her and listening to
her talk about that is something
extremely special.”
Pryor’s daughter, Susan
Pryor Hodges, said that her
mother’s life was one well-lived.
“She earned her eternal
crown and I imagine her arrival
in heaven was the grandest
party she’s ever seen,” Hodges
said. “Who can find a virtuous
woman? We did. Long lived
Queen Bessie Mae.”

others who would be in Bible
class with them that semester.
Kehl said it is beneficial for the
students to form relationships
with the people they will see
every day throughout their
first semester.
In addition to Impact,
the energy group leaders are
also the peer guides for that
particular Bible class. Kehl
said the peer guides get to
know their Bible class, and
the incoming students build
relationships with their peer
guides.
This is Kehl’s second year
as director Impact. He said all
of the new initiatives, such as
the Bible class energy groups,
are a learning experience. Kehl

said he is looking forward
to watching these ideas and
programs develop for future
students.
The Center for Student
Success is still evaluating how
well the new idea of energy
groups as Bible classes is
working. Kehl said the feedback
has been mainly positive from
the students.
Sophomore Ethan Compton who was an energy group
leader last year said he assisted
the peer guides and thought it
was a great opportunity for new
students to form bonds with
each other and upperclassmen.
Compton said it was fun
showing the students places in
Searcy and acclimating them

to campus life during Impact.
Freshman Reece Johnson
said he and the students in his
Bible class bonded because of
the connections they formed
during Impact.
“We got to see what it was
really like at Harding,”Johnson
said. “We asked questions
about each other and broke
down the cultural barriers
many of us felt.”
Johnson said having Impact
student-run makes it a more
enjoyable experience. He said
there is less pressure on the
incoming students when their
leaders are college students
who can answer questions
and encourage them.
This year sophomore Dakota

Ellis and junior Abby Smith
are the student co-directors of
Impact. Smith and Ellis have
chosen an executive committee
that oversees videos, events
and the various activities that
make Impact run smoothly.
Kehl said nine committees running Impact. Over
175 students are involved
in making Impact happen,
according to Kehl.
S mith said the most
important thing she and
Ellis want to convey to the
incoming freshmen is that
the people here are on their
side. She said they want new
students to feel and see the
love of Christ.
She said it is important

for students to realize the big
picture of Impact and support
the changes that are made to
the program.
“This is a fresh start for
people,” Smith said. “I want
them to become who they
want to be by showing them
how loved and desired they are
in our Harding community.”
Student Impact 2016 is
August 18-21. Smith said
the 2016 theme for Impact is
“Live in the Moment.”
“We hear all the time that
life is made of little moments
— so live in the moment,”
Smith said. “However, life is a
breath and over in a moment,
so each moment should be
lived for God.”

reflection. All transportation
other than walking and biking
must be entered at $0.31 per
mile. Other spending that
must be reported includes
laundry, school supplies,
recreational activities and
emergency spending.
“I grew up on the edge
of poverty,” Martin said. “I
have learned that it is sometimes hard for individuals to
empathize with the people
they are helping because
they have never experienced
that struggles these people
face everyday. This activity
reminds everyone of the
hardships that others face.”
At the end of the simulation, Martin said the
participants are required to
complete a final debriefing
questionnaire, in which they
present their concluding
thoughts and disclose when
and how they were tempted
to cheat the system over the
course of the week.

Sophomore social work
major Brittany Kirk said that
it is important for students
to see and comprehend the
difficulty posed by Poverty
Week.
“ W hen you see how
difficult — virtually impossible — it is to live on
($3 a day), it calls you to a
higher action of wanting to
change the Arkansas welfare
policies,” Kirk said.
Kirk said that, while she
would not participate in this
event again, it is eye-opening
to step into the shoes of
someone who lives solely
on food stamps.
“A lot of people have the
stigma that the people in the
welfare system are users and
abusers and that’s usually not
the case at all,” Kirk said.
“Nine times out of 10 these
people would much rather be
working because they would
be able to live a healthier,
more stable lifestyle.”

By Lexi Bybee
Student Writer

As the first sponsor of
women’s social club Regina,
Bessie Mae Ledbetter Pryor
is remembered as one of the
most influential individuals in

the club’s history. After years of
continued support to the club
and university, Pryor passed
away in her home in Searcy
on Monday, April 8.
“She really did shape (the
club),” librarian Lisa Fuller, a

former Regina member and
current Regina sponsor, said.
“I mean, to step in right after
it got started and to be there
for 40 years — that is a long
time. She was so involved
the whole time. It was a huge
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Impact 2016 introudces theme: ‘Live in the Moment’
By Abby Kilgore
Student Writer

Student Impact is Harding’s
four-day orientation program
geared toward incoming
freshmen and transfer students, according to Dr. Kevin
Kehl, dean of student success.
It features activities aimed at
welcoming incoming freshmen and transfer students
to Harding.
During Impact, incoming
students are placed in energy
groups based on the Bible
course they are registered for;
the energy groups are designed
for students to get to know
other first-year students.
As a result, incoming
students were placed with
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Students simulate
poverty conditions
By Joshua Johnson
Opinions Editor

This week, 40–50 students enrolled in the social
work department’s Policy
II class participated in an
event called Poverty Week,
in which students are tasked
with living off the amount
of money a public assistance
recipient would receive. In
Arkansas, this amount is $3
a day, according to junior
social work major Natalie
Martin.
“Many of the (Poverty
Week) participants will one
day be working with people
in need,” Martin said. “This
gives us a small glimpse
into some of the struggles
they face.”
E v e r y t h i n g mu s t b e
accounted for in the simulation, Martin said. All
food, transportation and
miscellaneous spending must
be chronicled and reported
in a daily debriefing and

Could
you live
off of $3
a day?

e
$0.31 per mil

$1.50

$3.99
Graphic by Sawyer Hite
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Tubman takes twenty
natalie e. smith

guest
writer

Harriet Tubman is perhaps the most
recognizable face of the abolitionist
movement. In addition to her work in
the Underground Railroad, she served in
the Civil War as a scout, nurse, cook and
spy for the Union. Because of all of this,
I can’t begin to express how excited I am
about Andrew Jackson being kicked off
the face of the $20 bill and replaced with
Harriet Tubman.
On Wednesday, the U.S. Department
of the Treasury announced that Tubman
will be featured on a new series of the bills,
making her the first African-American
ever to appear on U.S. paper currency
and the first woman to appear on it in
more than 100 years. The irony of it all is
simply brilliant. This means that Harriet
Tubman, a former slave and conductor of

the Underground Railroad, will be replacing
Andrew Jackson, a slave-owner who drove
Native American peoples off of their own
land in the 1830s. Let that sink in. There’s
just something so satisfying about knowing
one of America’s worst “great” presidents
is rolling in his grave.
Don’t get me wrong, I’m all about
respecting the leaders of our country, but
when the leaders of the country don’t respect their country’s people, there’s an issue.
Andrew Jackson bought and sold slaves in
bulk and pushed Native Americans out of
their homelands on the Trail of Tears; you
can’t convince me that this man respected
the people of America as a whole.
Instead of fighting for the rights of
each citizen of this country, Jackson openly
opposed the rights of minority groups. In
contrast, Tubman fought tooth-and-nail for
the liberation of her people. She ventured
to the South 19 times, leading hundreds
of slaves to freedom. Harriet Tubman is
essentially a real historic superhero, finally
getting a slice of the recognition she deserves for her work.
Some have said that putting a black
woman on U.S. currency may not be the

joshua johnson

best idea because of the way that the
American capitalist system has repeatedly
abused and disenfranchised people (and
especially women) of color. U.S. currency
has repeatedly been used to honor people
of significant political influence and, honestly, as a society, we’ve done a terrible job
of including women of color in this group.
And while I see where the naysayers
are coming from, I think that the choice
to put Tubman on the $20 is a significant
move in the right direction for America.
It’s time for us to recognize the influence
of women of color in our history. Women
like Harriet Tubman, Rosa Parks, Maya
Angelou and Condoleezza Rice paved
the way for today’s women of color to
succeed, and they deserve recognition for
their incredible work.
While this may seem small in the grand
scheme of things, it’s certainly progress, and
I can say with confidence that I can’t wait
to pull a $20 bill out of my wallet and see
Harriet Tubman’s face on it.
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rowing up can be hard and oftentimes quite confusing. Do you
remember trying to choose what college
to attend? What major to commit to?
I used to hate when people asked me
what I was majoring in, as if the answer
to this question was what defined the
rest of my life. This question scared me.
Eventually, I succumbed to the pressures
of this question and spontaneously chose
a major my freshman year. I convinced
myself that I needed to have an answer
to the “major” question and that I would
just have to settle for something that
I was unsure about, at least for a little

while. I was happy that I finally had my
answer. Or so I thought.
Four semesters into college, during my
semester abroad, I realized two things.
First, life is too short not to do be doing
something that you love. Second, it is
actually OK if you do not know what
your future looks like.
I recently went on a networking trip
to Nashville, Tennessee, with the Public
Relations Organization. On our trip we
were able to visit and talk with professionals at organizations all across the
PR spectrum, including a small agency,
a corporate business and a large nonprofit.
One day we were able to sit down and
have lunch with Mark Slagle, co-founder
of Good Spread. It was incredible to listen
and watch how passionate he was about
his company. I could tell by listening to
him that he loved what he was doing.
There was a spark in his eyes and a calm
in his voice that assured you that his job
brought him joy. One of the things that

guest
writer
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rom a young age, girls start dreaming of their Prince Charming: their
“knight in shining armor.” They have their
weddings planned out by age 14. Parents
encourage this behavior, even ask for it,
but what happens when breakups happen
and dreams are shattered? What happens
when all a girl has dreamed of is broken
by ogres in tin armor?
A girl has to grow. She has to learn that
her worth is not based on the number of
guys who offer to take her out on a date.
A girl has to learn that even though a guy
says he has feelings for her, his actions
speak louder than anything else.
This is not a call for a huge feminist
movement where we give up guys and
move to take over every large corporation in the world. What I am asking for

is much, much smaller. Take the time to
see how much you are loved every day
and the worth that this love brings you.
I’m talking about the love that comes
from friends who laugh with you until
your sides hurt. The people that can make
you feel better just by being present. The
friends that have been there at 3 a.m. when
you are sitting on the floor wondering
how you will ever find love again. Take
the encouraging words they give you to
heart, because they are right more often
than not. You do not see yourself as they
do. They see your genuine smile as you
stay up late, laughing and talking, even
though you have a million and one things
to do. These friendships are people who
chose you.
I’m talking about the love that comes
from family, silently encouraging us from
afar as we contemplate giving up. Remember the hours they spent preparing
and shaping you into the woman you
are today. The hugs and kisses were not a
lie; they love you. They see you grow and
make wonderfully amazing strides as an
academic and a daughter. Although they
may not say it every day, they are proud

anem et circenses.”

the Roman poet Juvenal around 100 A.D.,
in volume X of a work simply titled “Satires.”
Translated, it reads, “bread and games,” or more
colloquially, “bread and circuses.”
This concept evolved from the lackluster
populace of ancient Rome, which had descended
to a level of political nonchalance, caring only
about the governmental powers that could
provide the most food and games. And around
140 A.D., to accommodate these desires,
Roman politicians began issuing policies that
allowed them to dole out grain as the poorer
masses flocked to the circuses and arenas for
cheap entertainment. Juvenal looked on with
contempt at these practices. He eventually
called for the people of Rome to unite around a
higher standard of living than the government’s
“panem et circenses.”
This concept was lately popularized in the
final installment of “The Hunger Games.” I do
not know the extent to which Suzanne Collins
credits this idea as her initial inspiration for
the series. But the name of the fictional nation
in the books is Panem, and in “Mockingjay,”
the author implies that the origin of the name
itself does come from this Latin phrase. This is
appropriate, considering the events that transpire over the course of the series: politicians,
desperate to garner the support necessary to
rise to power, provide the lukewarm populace
of the Capitol with everything they desire —
food and games.
The question for me is how this idea of
“panem et circenses” hits us on the homefront.
The U.S. is in the epicenter of election season.
Or, in the words of Charles Dickens: “It was
the best of times, it was the worst of times, it
was the age of wisdom, it was the age of foolishness.” And as politicians rise to power, we
should not only study the diplomatic platforms
on which they stand, but also the platforms of
our fellow voters. What are the desires of the
voting populace? Are we as a nation seeking
leadership that will work towards financial stability, decreased spending, diplomacy overseas
and domestic peace within our borders?
Or do we simply want bread and circuses?
“It was the season of Light, it was the season
of Darkness, it was the spring of hope, it was
the winter of despair.”
I am always reminded of these words from
Dickens in the spring following our November
election. Whether the White House’s new
mantra be peace, change, or what have you,
we have less than a year to wait now before
we enjoy a spring of hope.
As we continue sifting through the complexities of the political platforms, let’s also
remember to analyze ourselves as voters. What
are we really voting for? Juvenal was right, by
the way. We deserve a higher standard of living
than bread and circuses.
Let’s do our part this election season. That
way — God willing — our spring of hope won’t
be followed by a winter of despair.
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NATALIE E. SMITH is a guest writer
for the Bison.
She may be contacted at
nsmith12@harding.edu.

he said stuck out to me: “Find something
that you are passionate about and do that.”
I want to encourage you not to feel
pressured into choosing a profession
because it’s what your parents want you
to do, because it is the easy thing to do
or because you want to have an answer
to give people. Life is too short not to
love what you do.
So when people ask you questions
about what you want to do after graduation or what your dream job is, it is okay
not to have an answer. It is normal not
to have it all figured out. Take the time
to truly figure out what you love and do
that. The next time you get asked one of
these questions, try responding with “I
don’t know — but it will be something
that I love.”
LAUREN HARGETT is a guest
writer for the Bison. She may
be contacted at
lhargett@harding.edu.

All the single ladies
cassandra carter

Wisdom from
Ancient Rome

“P It |is a 3B
Latin phrase made popular by
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Sometimes ‘I don’t know’ is okay
lauren hargett

don’t mind me...

of the woman you have become.
Finally, I’m talking about the love that
comes from being a son or daughter of the
one true king. Someone who formed you
with his bare hands. The one who thought
you into existence and decided that the
world needed you. He knows that you are
the most beautiful and precious creature
on the planet. Every moment you spend
doubting yourself, you are doubting the
work of God.
Maybe there is no good way to get over
your dreams being shattered. It might
just be a fact of repeating to yourself: My
name is Cassandra Carter. I am 19 years
old. I have accomplished so much in my
life, and I will accomplish even more. I do
not need to choose a man because God
will choose one for me.
Be content with who you are today,
because every day, you become greater.

CASSANDRA CARTER is a guest
writer for the Bison.
She may be contacted at
ccarter12@harding.edu.

JOSHUA JOHNSON is the opinions
editor for the Bison.
He may be contacted at
jjohnson4@harding.edu.
Twitter: @joshjohnson146
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part of history and doing something
worthwhile that could “make history.”
However, being able to travel back
in time and witness moments that
changed the world would be the
biggest gift to me personally. Hop
in my Delorean and let’s take a trip
back to the top 5 historical events I
would visit.
The Boston Tea Party — December
16, 1773: I put this up at the top of
the coolest things to ever happen on
the planet ever. There is nothing like
some good old-fashioned rebelling —
and the colonists know how to do it
right. I just imagine this being the
ultimate campfire story for the men
who were actually there. The perfect
mix of making a statement and causing
mayhem penned the first American
wedgie in the history books.
The Trojan Horse — ~1188 BC:
Guerrilla warfare and creative war
tactics are still — in overall history
— a relatively new concept. For the
Trojans however, they started playing
dirty very early on. The Greeks were
so pumped about their new gift from
their enemies. I am not too keen on
witnessing the onslaught and overall
butt-whoopin’ that the Trojans dished
out that day, but I would have loved to
experience the conversations they had
when the idea first came about. That
and the construction of the horse itself
would have been phenomenal to see.
The American Frontier — Early
1900’s: I always thought I was supposed
to be a cowboy. There really isn’t a
specific event I would have liked to
witness in this era, but the construction of the railroad and discovery of
new land on the frontier sounds like
a great adventure that I would have
loved to be a part of. I have always
loved open land, rolling plains and a
drastic gap between the upper and
lower class.
The Egyptian Exodus — 1446
BC: Never again has the world seen
such an overt example of the power,
display and evidence of God since
this event. To witness the plagues, the
parting of the sea and the release of
Gods people would be nothing less
than soul-shaking. This is the event
that God himself continually brought
up over and over throughout the old
testament. The Jews still see this as
a holy event — where God brought
them out of the land of Egypt.
Romeo and Juliet at the Globe
Theatre — Early 1600s: I would
probably only want to witness this if
I got a seat in the stands. I wouldn’t
want to risk catching the plague
,and I really don’t want to stand in a
mud pit the whole show. This is just
another one of those history making
moments. I want to see how the play
was first directed and how the words
were first spoken. Was it really as
big of a deal then as it is now? Did
people leave scratching their heads
not knowing how to take the show?
Either way, I would definitely be the
most enthusiastic attendee in the
audience.

ZACH HAILEY is the
editor-in-chief for the Bison.
He may be contacted at
zhailey@harding.edu.
Twitter: @zach_hailey
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That dirty ‘s’ word
brooklyn billner

guest
writer

I

f I could delete one word from my vocabulary, it would be “stress.” I like to think
of it as the dirty “s” word. The word alone
causes my head to ache, brows to wrinkle
and body to tense. Has “I’m stressed” become
a regular phrase in your life and ultimately
a killjoy?
Well, you are not alone.
Stress isn’t a new phenomenon. Think
about Jesus’ disciples in the boat during the
storm. We often relate this story to fear, but
I have recently found it also relates to stress.
They were without a doubt afraid — also

very stressed — so much so that they woke
Jesus up. He immediately calmed the storm,
and peace was restored.
A few weeks ago, I heard a friend say, “Look
alive, Jesus is on the throne.” I laughed but
didn’t think much of it — that is, until I got
home, opened my computer and immediately
became stressed out. I leaned back, closed
my eyes and thought, “None of this anxiety
matters in the grand scheme of things, so
why am I so stressed?”
I walked around my room for a minute,
laughed and yelled, “Jesus is on the throne.”
Immediately, I felt a sense of peace rush of
over me, and I could not help but smile. This
“storm” of stress that I let take control over
me is nothing, because my Lord is sitting
on his heavenly throne watching over me.
Why do we let life’s troubles blind our real
purpose here? We are here to bring glory to
God in everything we do, even in how we
handle stress. When I look back on a stressful
time in my life, it almost seems pointless,

and I feel ashamed for letting it consume
my life for an extended period of time.
No matter what you are facing that is
stressing you out, our God is bigger. He
loves you, and he wants you to bring that
stress to him. Let him give you the peace
and patience you desire.
As the semester comes to an end and
stress starts to rise, I encourage you to find
a phrase that lifts your spirits, and as soon
as that dirty “s” word starts sneaking up on
you, say that phrase. Don’t give Satan the
pleasure of bringing you down.
Now in a deep Southern accent, say it out
loud: “Look alive, Jesus is on the throne.”
What could be more important or noteworthy than that?
BROOKLYN BILLNER is a guest writer
for the Bison.
She may be contacted at
bbillner@harding.edu.

Interested in writing a guest column?
Contact Joshua Johnson at jjohnson4@harding.edu.
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ccasionally around the English department, you will hear faculty shouting
from their offices. They tend not to be
reprimanding some sophomore for writing
“less” when he means “fewer,” or for using a
hyphen when the situation really demands
a dash. Such gaffes deserve reprimand, to
be sure, but seldom warrant shouting. No,
a shout from the office usually means that
a colleague just read some big news on
the internet.
Actually, the person really wants bragging
rights for being the first on the floor to know
something in a general race against time to
scoop everyone else. Anyone who has ever
played the license plate game on a family
trip will recognize this phenomenon, as
siblings compete to spot the Subaru with a
tag from Alaska. Unless, of course, you are
from Alaska, in which case the novelty is
gone, and the whole family scans the road
for that elusive Arkansas plate.
So you’ll understand the quartet of
voices that rang out a couple of weeks
ago in American Studies 300, as several
children of the ’80s all yelled out — virtually in unison — the news that Admiral
Ackbar had died. No one technically got
the scoop, though we were all too deep in
mourning to care. Alas, Erik Bauersfeld,
the radio actor who leant his raspy voice
to a Star Wars icon, had passed away at
the age of 93.
I saw “Return of the Jedi” six times the
summer it came out, back in the days when
an 11-year-old who had already spent his
allowance on action figures had to convince
every relative he knew to go see the film,
and then ask if he could come along. Ever
since I was 5, “Star Wars” had been my goto fantasy world. So by early July 1983, I
had every moment from “Jedi” memorized,
virtually frame by frame.
And even though I at first thought it
was a bit odd that the Rebel attack on the
Death Star was led by a talking fish, everyone I knew wanted one of those moving

Evasive action
michael
claxton

admiral chairs that propelled Ackbar across
the bridge of the command ship during the
battle scene. I still would like one for my
office, where I could hover over a student’s
paper and give orders such as, “Concentrate
all firepower on that dangling modifier.”
How could we know back then that the
bulbous-eyed military leader would one day
reach the pinnacle of fame in American
culture by becoming an internet meme?
When Imperial forces boxed in his Rebel
fleet in “Jedi,” Admiral Ackbar uttered his
immortal phrase, “It’s a trap!” Years later,
variations on his signature line went viral
during the 2000s, and he bypassed the second tier of American fame — being elected
president — and went straight to the top.
So, for instance, when former President
George W. Bush revealed his Troubled
Asset Relief Program in 2008, online
wits scrambled to be the first to say, “It’s a
TARP!” It is hard to put into words how
hilarious this was. In fact, centuries from
now, when the high points of American
culture are listed, I really hope someone
mentions the internet.
Admiral Ackbar was back for a cameo
in “The Force Awakens,” and an aged
Bauersfeld rejoined a cast of old friends to
supply the voice. Despite the epic hype, I
waited until the holidays to see “Star Wars:
Episode 7.” Three decades later, not much
had changed for me, and I still bummed
a movie ticket off my relatives. But there’s
a funny story about that. For Christmas,
my brother and nephew took me to see

the long-awaited sequel. They had already
seen it but wanted to enjoy the thrill again.
So we made our plans to go on December
26 at 8 p.m.
I said to my 20-year-old nephew, “Would
you like me to go early and get the tickets?”
With the casual chill of youth, he answered,
“No — we should be good.”When I suggested
that the theater might be crowded the day
after Christmas, he further developed his
argument: “No — it’s alright.”
We got to the Regal McDonough
Cinema 16 about 10 minutes before the
movie started, and five minutes after the
entire population of McDonough showed
up. Naturally, our time was sold out, and
the next showing was an hour away. We
grudgingly bought tickets for the later show,
and I suggested we just wait it out. But my
brother and nephew are not in their glory
being patient and had a better idea.
Speculating that there must be unsold
seats, my nephew sidled up to the snack
bar and chatted with his peers behind the
counter. These fellow believers in the “it’s
alright” philosophy snuck us into the 8 p.m.
showing, right past the officer standing guard.
Sweating like Luke Skywalker breaking
into the Death Star in a Stormtrooper
costume, I tried to look cool as I flashed
my 9 p.m. ticket. I was prepared to take
evasive action but pictured us all getting
caught and thrown into the trash compactor.
But we made it in and even found three
seats together on the second row. As the
iconic John Williams score blasted onto the
screen, I was suddenly 11 years old again,
ready to soar to a galaxy far, far away. If
only they had those movable admiral seats.

MICHAEL CLAXTON is a guest writer
for the Bison.
He may be contacted at
mclaxto1@harding.edu.
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david salley

Salley
Says

Beating the
Warriors
If you haven’t noticed
yet, the 2016 version of
the NBA playoffs is not
exactly the most exciting.
Honestly, if it weren’t for
the Mavericks snagging
one lucky game from the
Thunder on Tuesday, we
easily could have had four
sweeps in the first round on
the Western side (and we’re
probably still going to get
three of them). The East
isn’t much better than the
West. At least in the West
we have something to look
forward to in the next few
rounds. What do we have to
look forward to in the East?
Toronto vs. Cleveland? If
that’s the marquee matchup
of the Eastern Conference
playoffs, you know it’s been
a rough year.
No, the only real storyline for the playoffs now
is whether anyone can beat
the Warriors. It’s been the
question all year and will
be asked countless times
between now and June. So
let’s answer the question:
c an anyone beat S teph
Curry and the Warriors in
a seven-game series?
The short answer: maybe,
but probably not.
As it stands in today’s
watered-down NBA, there
are only three teams that
even have an outside shot
of doing the impossible: the
Thunder, the Cavaliers and
the Spurs. That’s it.
The Thunder have the
lowest chance of the three,
but when you have Russell
Westbrook and Kevin Durant
on the same team, you never
know what could happen.
The Cavs are going to
the Finals — it’s going to
happen (sorry, Toronto). They
were tricky for Golden State
last year without Kyrie and
Love, so there is the chance
they could get them in the
Finals. Not a great chance,
but a chance.
The Spurs have the most
realistic shot. In most years,
a 67-win team would be the
talk of the league, but then
the 2016 Warriors happened.
The Spurs have all the pieces
necessary to pull it off on
paper — best coach in the
league, best defender in the
league, chemistry, winning
pedigree and stars to take
over when they need them
— but having the pieces
doesn’t mean you’re going
to solve the puzzle in time.
Bottom line: the idea of
anyone taking four of seven
games from Curry and Co.
right now is hard to imagine.
They’re nearly unbeatable in
Oracle Arena (where they will
have home-court advantage
throughout the playoffs),
and they have the single
biggest difference-maker in
the game — Steph Curry.
He’s had the magic going
all year, and as long as it
doesn’t fail him at the end,
it ’s going to be a shock
to see anyone other than
Golden State standing on
a podium with the Larry
O’Brien Trophy in June.
DAVID SALLEY is the sports
editor for the Bison. He
may be contacted at
dsalley@harding.edu.
Twitter: @dsalley24
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Baseball wins second straight series
By Caleb Rowan
Asst. Sports Editor
The baseball team won
its second straight weekend
series on April 15-16, taking
two of three games against
Northwestern Oklahoma
State University (NWOSU)
at Jerry Moore Field. The
Bisons scored 16 runs in
the first two games of the
series, winning 9-3 and
7-2, before falling 4-1 in
game three.
Redshirt senior outfielder
Harrison Hunter, who tallied
four hits in the series, said
he was excited about the
way the team’s batting has
improved over the course

of the season.
“Throughout the year we
haven’t had (a lineup) that
completely works,” Hunter
said. “A couple of guys would
hit, and we could score runs
when they came up, but it
was mix-and-match. Now
we’re scoring runs from top,
middle, to bottom.”
The Bisons, who sit in 8th
place in the Great American
Conference (GAC), swept
conference leader University
of Arkansas-Monticello
over the previous weekend,
and with two victories over
NWOSU, put themselves in
position to reach the eightteam GAC Tournament.

Hunter said that he and
the other 11 seniors have
no plans of ending their
careers without competing
in the postseason.
“If we don’t make the
tournament, we only have
seven more (games),” Harrison said. “That’s it. We’re
not getting drafted — we’re
not going to play somewhere
else — so really all we have
is getting a chance to go
play in the tournament and
to win a regional.”
According to sophomore
infielder Grant Guest, who
went three for three in
game one of the series, the
underclassmen have looked

to rally around the seniors
as the GAC tournament
approaches.
“ We ’ v e b e e n s e e i n g
the light at the end of the
tunnel for some of these
seniors,” Guest said. “It’s
getting pretty real that
before long these guys have
to go off and do their jobs
and that these are the last
few baseball games they get
to play. Being able to play
a year with these seniors
and getting to learn from
them and have them trust
in me on the field has been
a cool thing.”
W ith six conference
games remaining, the Bisons

can clinch a berth in the
GAC tournament with two
wins against Southwestern
Oklahoma State University
in Weatherford, Oklahoma,
today and tomorrow, April
22-23.
Guest said that the team’s
only focus is winning those
two games and letting the
rest of the season take care
of itself.
“There’s been a different
atmosphere knowing we
(have) to step it up and come
to play every game,” Guest
said. “That’s our team goal,
to get in the tournament,
because once you get in,
anything can happen.”

COURTESY OF JEFF MONTGOMERY

Senior catcher Davis Richardson pulls off his catcher’s mask during the Bisons’ 10-0 win over Oklahoma Panhandle State on Feb.
12. Richardson was First Team All-Great American Conference and Great American Conference Scholar-Athlete of the Year in 2015.

Davis Richardson’s leap of faith

The Bisons’ catcher took a chance and found a “special place” at Harding
By David Salley
Sports Editor
Not everyone finds their
path to Harding right off
of the bat. Senior Davis
Richardson would be the
first to tell you that coming
to Searcy, Arkansas, was
not in his original plan.
A promising high school
catcher from the talent-rich
area of Atlanta, Richardson’s
biggest goal for as long as
he could remember was to
play college baseball at its
highest level.
Af ter committing to
the College of Charleston
out of high school, intent
on fulfilling those dreams
of playing DI baseball,
Richardson found himself
on the outside looking in,
both on the field and in the
classroom.
“When I was 10 years old
my dream was to play DI
baseball, so I jumped at the
first opportunity I had out
of high school when I got
that offer from Charleston,”
Richardson said. “And I
don’t think it was a mistake.
I think my time there was
huge and was a big part of
my personal development
that God was calling me to.
But it was also a source of
pride, which is something
I’ve always struggled with.”
While his passion for
baseball was unquestioned,

Richardson had another
passion as well: architecture. His desire to build
and create is something
he said has been instilled
in him for years.
“I think one of the coolest
things that God gave us
the opportunity to do is
to create,” Richardson said.
“He is the ultimate creator,
and he has made us in his
image and given us the
ability to create beautiful
things. I think that he’s
given us just a fraction of
that, and it’s a really cool
way that we can reflect a
little bit of his glory.”
But the College of
Charleston was not able
to provide an outlet for
Richardson’s passion for
architecture and his aspiration to study it. He quickly
found himself stuck with a
major in “preservation of
historical buildings.” He
was also stuck down the
depth chart of catchers for
the Cougars.
Frustrated by his classes
and unable to see playing
time in his future, Richardson decided to explore
o t h e r o p t i on s a n d w a s
determined to make things
work in both areas on the
second go-round. He drew
interest from Ivy League
schools like the University
of Pennsylvania and Co-

lumbia University, as well
as bigger DI schools like the
University of Cincinnati,
all while searching for the
right blend of athletics and
academics. Unbeknownst to
him, another school lacking
an architecture program would
prove to be the perfect fit.
“For whatever reason, I
just really felt like I needed
to reach out to Harding,”
Richardson said. “But when
I realized they didn’t have
architecture, I figured they
were off of the list. That’s
when they told me about the
interior design program.”
Although initially hesitant
to major in interior design,
Richardson ultimately decided to swallow his pride
and follow the pull he felt
towards Harding.
“I think God was really
trying to teach me a little bit
of a lesson in humility and
saying, ‘It’s not about being
a DI baseball player — it’s
about doing what you love
and doing it in a place that’s
right, with people that you
care about.”
Following that call has
proved to be a wise choice.
Since he enrolled in the
spring of 2013, Richardson has had unquestioned
success behind the plate for
the Bisons baseball team.
A career .307 hitter with
a .988 fielding percentage

and 15 homeruns to his
credit, he was named First
Team All-Great American
Conference (GAC) in 2015,
as well as the 2015 GAC
Male Scholar-Athlete of the
Year. Along the way, he has
developed close relationships
with his teammates and
coaches, whom he says have
made his playing experience
better than it could have
been anywhere else.
“I’m really glad I came
to Harding and didn’t let
(pride) get in the way,”
Richardson said. “My
teammates are family to
me. It wasn’t that way in
Charleston. I had some great
teammates, but it wasn’t a
family. (Harding) is a very
special place. You hear that
a lot, but it really is. The
baseball team has been very
special to me and something
I’ll remember for the rest
of my life. I wouldn’t have
it any other way.”
Equally as important as
his success on the diamond
has been his time in the
interior design program.
A 4.0 student throughout
college, Richardson said
having a chance to further
his understanding of design
while also playing baseball
at a place like Harding has
opened his eyes to seeing
God in his passion for
architecture.

“The biggest thing I’ve
learned (from both baseball
and interior design) is attention to detail,” Richardson
said. “A famous architect
Ludwig Mies van der Rohe
had a saying that ‘God is in
the details.’ I firmly believe
in that — especially in
architecture — because I
believe that it is in those
details that structures and
buildings really come to life.”
Although his baseball
career will come to an end
this spring, Richardson’s
journey towards becoming
an architect will continue
this fall at the University of
Texas School of Architecture,
where he will pursue his
graduate degree over the
next four years. Richardson
said he is amazed when he
remembers that none of it
would have been possible
without coming to a DII
school that lacked an architecture program.
“I think some people have
a really cool testimony, but it
was never a drastic moment
for me where God said, ‘You
need to go to Harding, play
baseball and study architecture,’” Richardson said. “But
when I look back, one of
the coolest things has been
seeing how circumstances
and opportunities have come
about, that God has then
used to mold me.”
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Freshman outfielder Peyton Mills drives the ball into the outfield during the Lady Bisons’ doubleheader against Arkansas Tech University on Tuesday, March
29. Mills was the first freshman this season to be voted Great American Conference player of the week.

Lady Bisons sweep, clinch GAC tournament berth
By Erin Hanson
Student Writer
Last weekend, April 15-16, the
Lady Bisons softball team swept
the Great American Conference
(GAC) series against Northwestern Oklahoma State University
(NWOSU), securing a spot in
the GAC tournament on April
28-30. Harding won 10-4 and
15-7 on Friday, and 7-0 and 12-2
on Saturday.
“Our players really buy into the
idea of playing the first inning of
the first game, and then we take
it from there,” head coach Phil
Berry said. “We had a nice win at

Arkansas Tech last Tuesday that
turned us in the right direction,
and we capitalized on that and
played well. We were able to win
the first game and build on that.”
With the series win, the Lady
Bisons improved to 31-21 overall
and 23-17 in GAC standings. They
will continue to fight for seeding
in the GAC tournament against
Southwestern Oklahoma State
University (SWOSU) at home
this weekend.
“I thought overall we played
really well,” Berry said. “We were
able to capitalize on mistakes they
made, and in terms of having a very

successful weekend of hitting the
ball, we took advantage of the wind
conditions to hit a few home runs.”
Outfielder Peyton Mills is the
first freshman this year to win
GAC player of the week. She
helped Harding split against Arkansas Tech University and sweep
NWOSU by recording 13 RBIs
over the two series.
“I feel like I worked hard in
preseason,” Mills said. “We’ve talked
all year (about) committing to our
process, and when we committed,
it showed through on the field.”
Junior pitcher Hannah Johnson
threw her 15th complete game and

her third shutout of the season,
improving to 16-8.
“It’s a very rewarding feeling to
be successful at this level,” Johnson
said. “Of course, it wouldn’t be
possible without my team behind
me. We’ve all worked hard, and I’m
thrilled to see it pay off.”
Berry said SWOSU is fighting
for its own seeding in the tournament, which will make them tough
competitors.
“There are always some areas
we need to clean up a little,” Berry
said. “We need to run the bases
better, make sure that we don’t try
to overdo things at the plate and

continue to be solid defensively.
We have a lot to play for.”
Johnson said that her teammates play with a lot of energy
and enthusiasm and are ready for
this weekend.
“I think that we will keep our
hot streak going,” Johnson said.
“We played very relaxed and stayed
with our process last weekend, and
I think we will keep that same
mindset and continue our streak
into the conference.”
The Lady Bisons will take on
SWOSU today and tomorrow,
April 22 and 23, at the Harding
Softball Field.

Club sports competitive amidst schedule changes
By Haley Anzalone
Student Writer
This has been a unique season for club
sports with the Ganus Athletic Center
renovation in full swing. According Director
of Club Sports Jim Gowen, the 2015-2016
schedule for club sports shifted to accommodate the renovations taking place. These
changes in the schedule moved men’s and
women’s soccer, softball and track to the
spring semester.
The outcomes of the A-team games have
shown strong competition throughout the
season, Gowen said. With women’s soccer

recently coming to a close, large club Ju Go
Ju and small club Phi Kappa Delta won the
championship for their divisions. According
to Gowen, the A-team players have good
athletes who show skills of previous play.
Senior Hannah Ponder was a part of Ju Go
Ju’s championship-winning team. According
to Ponder, it took the team a couple of games
to get into the swing of things, but after
playing Pi Theta Phi three times to make it
to the championship, Ju Go Ju stole the win.
“I grew up playing soccer, and I spent all
four years with Ju Go Ju playing A-team
soccer,” Ponder said. “We won my freshman

Our Athletes’ Views
on Pop Culture

What is the best concert
you’ve ever attended?
Who are you pulling for
in the NBA playoffs?

year but lost sophomore and junior year,
so ending with a win my senior year was
really exciting.”
Men’s softball resulted in large club Sub
T-16 and small club Omega Phi winning
the A-team championships. According to
Gowen, every tournament has come down
to the wire. In fact, Gowen said that most
of the tournaments have come down to
a winner-take-all contest after the team
coming throught the losing bracket has won
the first game of the championship series.
Women’s track ended in large club Ju
Go Ju dominating the competition with a

Daniel Evans

Chase Stumne

CNCO and Daya
in Times Square on
New Year’s Eve.

Track

LeBron and Shaq.

If you were a Harry Potter
character, who would
you be?

Probably Gollum.

What sport are you most
looking forward to watching
in this year’s Summer
Olympics?

The 3000 meter
steeplechase.

score of 39. Small club Iota Chi won the
small club division. According to junior
Mark Claiborne, men’s social club TNT
won the men’s large club division in track,
which places it at the top in the running
for All Club. Men’s small club Omega Phi
finished out its track season as the champions
of its division.
“The thing that is the most enjoyable
is to watch a good, hard, fought-out game
against two teams, and when it is over with,
everyone circles up arm-in-arm and has a
prayer,” Gowen said. “That is what it is all
about.”

Jackson Smith CharlesAnn Freeman Gregor MacIntosh
Golf

Golf

I’ve only been to one.
It was Florida Georgia
Line. The tickets were
free.

Justin Timberlake 20/20
Experience Tour.

Andy Grammer.

Tyga at the
London O2.

I cannot stand LeBron
James, so I’m rooting
for anybody but the
Cavs.

Dallas Mavericks. If
they get beat early,
Golden State
Warriors.

Warriors.

Warriors.

Ron Weasley, because
he marries Hermione,
and we all know she is
a total babe nowadays.

Harry Potter.

Hermione.

Draco Malfoy.

Tennis.

Golf, because it’s
finally back in the
Olympics.

Golf.

Golf.

Tennis

Golf
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Teachers, books

COURTESY OF AFRICAREADS, INC.

Students learn English from Harding students in Kigali, Rwanda, through AfricaReads, Inc., a non profit organization that provides books and professional
development for educators in Rwanda. Harding students stay in Rwanda for three weeks at a time over the summer.
By Savanna DiStefano
Features Editor

Third-graders filed into the boxy Rwandan classroom of the Kicukiro elementary
school and sat on wooden benches at their
desks. Chalkboards covered the front and
back of the classroom, and the gray clay
walls held freshly-colored drawings of
new English terms the children learned
from the young American teachers.
AfricaReads, Inc., a non profit organization that teaches English, provides
books and hosts professional development
for teachers in Kigali, Rwanda, annually
sends Harding students to teach English
in a primary school three weeks at a time
over the summer.
“(The children) would rub your skin with
their hands to see if the white came off, and
they would lick you to see if you tasted different,” senior Tandy Jackson, who worked
with AfricaReads in 2014, said. “At break you
would just be attacked by children — in the
classroom they would just watch you because
you were white and interesting.”

The program was founded in 2008 by
Ken Stamatis, assistant professor of education and AfricaReads board member.
Stamatis consulted with the Rwandan
minister of education, who was seeking
help for Rwanda’s education system after
its English reform in response to the
1994 genocide.
“Literacy is empowering: if you can’t read
or write, you’re shackled,” Stamatis said.
“I’m a firm believer in ensuring people are
literate and creating instruction that helps
people become more literate and (better
read) a language further empowers them.”
Adam Baker, assistant professor of
education and executive director of AfricaReads, said Rwanda is an ideal country
to teach about education because both
teachers and students there are dedicated
to learning.
“We’ve seen the transformation in America
that books and English and teaching can
have on kids, and there’s a thirst and desire
in Rwanda that hasn’t been quenched for
many, many years,” Baker said. “We’ve

decided that if there’s a country in Africa
that’s going to make it, it’s Rwanda, because
they are open and they’re willing and they
are ready right now, so it’s fertile ground.”
Junior Logan Beasley, an early childhood education major, participated in
the program in 2014 and said working in
Rwanda helped her to practice being in
front of students.
“I was just so amazed at how well I was
actually able to think on my toes, because
that was something I was scared about,”
Beasley said. “It made me realize (I can
teach without materials), (and) that kind
of boosted my self confidence a little bit.”
Jackson said the Harding students used
songs, club chants and student participation
to teach the children English vocabulary.
“They like to try to get you to dance, and
they like to get you to sing,” Jackson said.
“Kids are the same everywhere. They like to
run, laugh and just play and be goofy, and
that was cool to see.”
According to Baker, approximately 80100 Rwandan teachers attend professional

development days hosted by AfricaReads.
He said teachers have continued to implement instruction techniques learned
from AfricaReads to teach their students.
“Students are kind of onsite professional development teachers,” Baker said.
“(The schools) have everything they need
except for this seed, which is the books
and the good teaching, and the knowledge
for the teachers to spread to their kids.”
AfricaReads is starting a “1,000x5x2
initiative,” which aims for 1,000 people
to donate $5 a month for two years. Baker
said the organization’s goal is to hire
and train native Rwandans to maintain
libraries, provide professional development and start year-long English clubs
in the schools.
“We really feel like God has just kind
of put all the pieces in place,” Baker said.
“He’s fertilized the ground, and now we’re
just providing resources and really, really
good things come through that.”
For more information on AfricaReads,
Inc., visit africareadsnow.com.

Professor chosen to help preserve history

Dr. Shawn Fisher appointed to World War I commemoration committee
By Hannah Moore
Beat Reporter

Dr. Shawn Fisher, assistant professor of history, was appointed to a
nine-member World War I (WWI)
Centennial Commemoration Committee on March 31. Governor Asa
Hutchinson created this committee
to remember U.S. involvement in the
first World War and to honor those
from Arkansas who served.
“I am humbled to be involved
with the committee and eager to
contribute to the commemoration
process,” Shawn Fisher said.
Shawn Fisher said the governor’s
office notified him of his consideration,
and he was sworn in at the White
County courthouse.
“Our first meeting will be in a
couple of weeks,” Shawn Fisher said.
“I will learn more about my responsibilities at that time. One thing I
can say is that I have been asked to
preview the state’s traveling WWI
exhibit, prepared by the Department
of Arkansas Heritage. This will start
at the state capitol and make its way
around the state over the next couple
of years, providing an opportunity for

education and reflection on (World
War I) and the state’s role in it.”
During the conflict, World War I
was called the Great War. The U.S.
formally declared war on the German Empire in April 1917 after the
May 1915 sinking of the Lusitania
and the January 1917 interception
of the Zimmerman Telegram. The
Armistice of November 1918 ended
the war on “the eleventh hour of
the eleventh day of the eleventh
month.”
According to Shawn Fisher, many
men from Arkansas were drafted,
but the majority of the casualties
were not caused by actual combat.
“Our state had over 72,000 soldiers
drafted for the war,” Shawn Fisher
said. “The draft brought large numbers of troops from remote parts of
the state into camps where, sadly, a
large number of them died due to
outbreaks of disease. In one instance,
some folks resisted the draft in the
so-called Cleburne County Draft
War. The swine flu, spread by the
movement of troops during the war,
caused far more deaths of Arkansans
than did the war itself.”

Jennifer Fisher, instructor of communication sciences and disorders and
wife of Shawn Fisher, said that he
was chosen among many noteworthy
people and that she is proud of him.
“Shawn is an award-winning Arkansas military historian and was chosen
by the governor to work on this commission along with the commander of
the Arkansas National Guard and the
director of the Department of Arkansas
Heritage,” Jennifer Fisher said. “I’m very
proud for him. It’s a great honor to be
chosen to serve on a state commission.
I know he will do a great job.”
According to assistant professor of
history Jared Dockery, Shawn Fisher
is knowledgeable and well-qualified
for this position.
“Governor Hutchinson made a
great choice in selecting Shawn to
serve on the WWI Centennial Commemoration Committee,” Dockery
said. “Shawn is passionate about
veterans’ issues and military history.
He will be a good influence on the
committee, helping to ensure that the
sacrifices of Arkansas’ World War I
troops are appropriately remembered
and honored.”

EMILY EASON | THE BISON

Dr. Shawn Fisher, assistant professor of history, was
appointed to the World War I Centennial Commemoration Committee on March 31. The committee was
designed by Governor Asa Hutchinson to remember
U.S. involvement in World War I.

Harding alumnus competes, wins on ‘Jeopardy!’
Ricky Young earns $42,000 after winning twice on the TV game show
Zach Hailey
Editor-in-Chief

Growing up, many of us
watched Alex Trebek on
“Jeopardy!” in the evenings.
Some even dreamed of one
day having the chance to be
a contestant on the show. For
Harding alumnus Ricky Young,
this dream became a reality.
Young graduated from
Harding in the spring of
2009 with a Bachelor of
Business Administration in
accounting. Young received
the opportunity to be on the
show after taking several steps.
“I took a 50-question
COURTESY OF RICKY YOUNG online test that covered 50
“Jeopardy!” host Alex Trebek takes a photo with different categories,” Young
alumnus Ricky Young during an episode taping. said. “I got a high enough
Young won two games of “Jeopardy!” in episodes score on the online test to
that aired on April 8, 11, and 12.
be randomly selected for an

in-person audition in July of
2015 in Kansas City.”
Young said that he then
took another 50-question
test, participated in a short
mock game and competed
in a personality interview.
“After that, I was entered
into the contestant pool,”
Young said. “I got the call in
January of 2016 and taped
my episodes in February and
March. They aired April 8,
11 and 12.”
Young said although a
lot of money was at stake,
he never let his nerves get
the best of him. He also said
the people who worked on
set were great at creating a
comfortable environment.
“Remarkably, I felt like
the day of the taping was

one of the days I was least
nervous since I got the call,”
Young said. “Part of it was
being in the zone of playing
the game, but also, there
is a lot to be said for the
contestant team and all of
the people who work on the
‘Jeopardy!’ set. They do a very
good job of making a pretty
nerve-wracking experience
very comfortable.”
During one of the commercial breaks, Young said
he got the opportunity to
speak with Alex Trebek.
Having grown up watching
the show, Young said he will
never forget that moment.
“I think I’ll always remember getting to talk to
Alex Trebek after the first
commercial break,” Young

said. “It was probably the part
I was most nervous about, as
I have grown up watching
him on TV, and I was just
hoping that I wouldn’t totally
freeze up there.”
Young said he won two
games of the ones he played
and earned a total of $42,000.
According to Young, although
winning felt great, he loved
simply being on the show.
“Just getting to be on
‘Jeopardy!’ was a dream come
true for me, so winning
two games had me over the
moon,” Young said. “I want
to thank all of the teachers
who encouraged me to be
academically curious, which
helped me gain a good portion
of the knowledge that helped
me be successful.”
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‘Zootopia’ talks about the important things
By John Phillip Baker
Guest Writer

“Zootopia” opens with an elementary school play and a deceptively
simple message. Protagonist Judy
Hopps, a pre-adolescent bunny,
narrates a brief history lesson about
the pre-Zootopia world — a vicious
place where the gory spectacle of
predator versus prey subjugated all
species to a meager life of survival.
Things are different now, of course.
Now the species have united to create
a place where, according to Judy,
“anyone can be anything.”
Sounds nice. But Judy’s optimism
about her own society quickly runs
into a few contradictions. First, her
own parents refuse to believe that
dreams come true, trying gently to
squelch her dreams of becoming the
first-ever bunny cop. The schoolyard
bully — a fox — is a little more
forceful with his pessimism, violently
asserting his place in the food chain
by leaving several gashes on Judy’s
cheek. The examples only multiply
as a tenacious Judy grows up to fulfill
her dream and garner an assignment
to Zootropolis’ police force.
I will stop with the exposition
now, because this is all pretty standard
Disney fare: an unlikely protagonist
against immeasurable odds, overcoming the assumptions of those
around her. Like so many similar

films, “Zootopia” seeks to reflect
our society, neatly summarizing a
thousand stereotypes of our daily
life by using animal kingdom analogs — sloths running a DMV,
lemmings working a 9-to-5 and
foxes making a shifty living off of
barely-legal hustling.
Yet “Zootopia” stands out because of its utter specificity about
the ugliest parts of our society. The
movie is not just about overcoming
adversity as a general concept.
Neither is it just about following
our dreams and becoming anything
we want. “Zootopia” is about navigating a world that attaches strict
labels to appearances. It’s about
diverse groups of animals learning
how to occupy shared space. It’s
about the violence that lurks just
beneath the surface of seemingly
civilized societies, a violence often
endorsed by the label of criminal
justice and approved by all those
who benefit most.
“Zootopia,” in short, is about
racial tension in an increasingly
globalized world — our world.
Many films cover the topic of
racism, but few avoid the pitfalls
of racial storytelling so deftly as
“Zootopia.” Watching movies like
“Selma” or “Remember the Titans”
or “Schindler’s List” — excellent
treatments of prejudice in their

									

own right — we too easily process
them like Judy’s history lesson in
her elementary school play. “Things
are different now, of course,” we
tell ourselves, ignoring the fact
that such tensions bury themselves
deeply in the fabric of our daily
lives. Sometimes, racially sensitive
productions anesthetize us to their
own imminent relevance.
For that reason, “Zootopia” is
a valuable addition to the conversation — perhaps the most
valuable animation on the topic.
The not-so-subtle hints at racial

themes are too glaringly current
to be relegated to the past. As
Zootropolis’ police force f inds
itself at the center of city-wide
fears and anxieties about violence
between predators and prey, viewers are forced to acknowledge the
corollaries with today’s Black Lives
Matter movement. A more subtle
connection can be made to the
fear-mongering associated with
the Syrian refugee crisis.
The treatment of race in “Zootopia” has its flaws, partly because
the film stays true to its target

Courtesy of Disney

audience: children, who may not
have the frame of reference for
complex political allegory. Spoiler:
the hero saves the day, and the
villain is defeated — not always
how things work in the real world.
If only systemic racism presented
itself in one malicious figurehead.
Yet “Zootopia” offers a refreshingly
sensitive depiction of an otherwise
prickly topic, hopefully priming our
younger generations to deal with
racial tension more productively
than we have in our own checkered
and not-so-distant past.

Handle dead week anxiety with these tips

#farm2fork
Event promotes buying local produce, Earth week and healthy eating

By Zach Hailey
Editor-in-Cheif

On Monday,April 18,Harding Dining Services hosted an
event called #farm2fork which
aimed to encourage students to
buy and eat locally-grown foods.
This event went alongside Earth
Week, a nationally-recognized
week dedicated to eco-friendly
endeavors like reducing waste.
Harding Dining Services
held a “Weigh the Waste”station
in the cafeteria throughout
the week, where students’
extra food was emptied onto
a scale to show how much
food is wasted. According
to Harding Dining Services,
students reduced food waste
by 43 pounds compared to
the fall semester, the last time
“Weigh the Waste” was held.
Throughout the week,
Good Measure Market and
the Searcy Farmers’ Market
set up tables in the cafeteria
and spoke with students about

buying locally-grown produce
and nutritious snacks.
Freshman Grace Nickols said
that Good Measure Market’s
booth was accomodating to her
specific dietary needs.
“When I first came to the
booth, I told them that I had
a gluten intolerance,” Nickols
said. “They let me know that
all of their products were made
in gluten-free kitchens.”
Nickols said that almost all
of the ingredients were from
local farmers or sourced from
organic distributers.
“I tried the gluten-free
bread, chocolate cake, sausage
balls and soup,” Nickols said.
“I’ll definitely try to visit the
(Searcy) Farmers’ Market now
that I’ve learned more about
the products they sell and how
they can cater to people with
food allergies.”
Executive Director of Main
Street Searcy Amy Burton is
a coordinator for the Searcy

Farmers’ Market and said that
buying locally-grown produce
has many perks.
“The health benefits are
a big part of buying locally,”
Burton said.“Instead of picking
produce while it is green and
letting it ripen on a truck, local
farmers pick produce when it
is ripe and full of nutrients.”
Burton said that visiting
the Searcy Farmers’ Market
can be a social event as well.
“It’s a trendy thing to do
now,” Burton said. “You get to
know where your food comes
from; you can get to know your
farmer.Most farmers use natural
pesticides on their produce
and are very transparent with
customers.”
The Searcy Farmers’ Market
is located in the Burrito Day
Cafe parking lot and is open
Saturdays from 8 a.m. - noon
or until all of the items are
sold out and Tuesdays from
3-6 p.m.
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Dead week is fast approaching, and your
schedule is packed with papers and projects,
functions and formals, not to mention finals
and packing to move out for the summer.
It’s safe to say that students this time of year
are dealing with — or maybe failing to deal
with — stress.
However, there are many methods to cope
with stress that can help even the busiest student
finish out the semester strong. In the last HU
Hack of the semester, the Center for Student
Success gave its four As of stress management:
avoid, alter, adapt and accept.
The first is “avoid,” and no, this does not
meat to avoid your problems or homework.
First, you must learn to prioritize. Set goals for
yourself and distinguish between the “shoulds”
and the “musts.” This means learning to say
no sometimes — yes, I’m talking to you,
overachieving perfectionists. Don’t be afraid
to take control of your environment, even if
it is as simple as taking 10 minutes to clean
your desk or car. Declutter your life, space and
mind, and avoid additional stressors.
Next, you must alter the situation. Whether
this means being more assertive or more willing
to compromise, you must learn to change the
situations that are causing you stress.

Sometimes, however, a situation cannot be
changed, and you are forced to adapt. Change
the way you look at it; will it matter in a month?
A year? Give yourself some grace and know
that is perfectly fine not to be perfect. Accept
the things you cannot change and put your
stressed mind at ease.
Beyond the HU Hacks, there are plenty
of other methods to deal with stress. Take a
short break from your work and go outside
for a walk. Exercise or write in a journal to
relieve your brain. As I’m sure you already
know, they make adult coloring books for the
sole purpose of stress relief. Let’s be honest
— we all know we secretly love to color.
Talk to a friend over coffee about the
things that are giving you anxiety. Take up
yoga and meditation to soothe your mind.
Listen to some music and clean up your
room; they say a less cluttered space leads
to a less cluttered mind. If all else fails, go
and pet a cat or dog at the Humane Society
of Searcy.
If you are seeking further advice on
stress and anxiety, don’t hesitate to visit the
Counseling Center located on the third
floor of the McInteer Bible building. Stress
will always be present in our lives, especially
during college, but there are many ways to
cope to ensure a happier, healthier life.
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By Sarah Dixon
Student Writer
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Paul McCartney to perform in NLR
By Dutch Hoggatt
Guest Writer

This will be my fourth
time seeing Paul in concert.
He will be playing at Verizon
Arena in North Little Rock,
Arkansas, on Saturday, April
30. The music legend is 73
years old. I don’t know how
many more years he can tour,
but I hope to be able to say
I saw Sir Paul McCartney
on his last concert tour.
At the age of 14, Paul
and his younger brother
Michael lost their mother
to breast cancer. Paul wrote
his first song, “I Lost My
Little Girl,” shortly after
his mother’s death. Paul
named his daughter Mary
after his mother, and the
reference to “Mother Mary”
in the song “Let It Be” came
from a dream Paul had about
his mother during a tense
period for the band in 1968.
Paul’s humble life changed
forever at the age of 15
when he met 17-year-old
John Lennon at a church
festival in Liverpool. John
and his skiffle band The
Quarrymen were performing
at the festival. The young
Paul McCartney impressed
John with his rendition
of Eddie Cochran’s song
“Twenty Flight Rock.” John
immediately asked Paul to

join The Quarrymen — thus
beginning one of the greatest
musical partnerships of all
time. In seven short years,
John and Paul wrote nearly
200 songs together — most
of those becoming hits and
considered classics.
Shortly after joining the
Q uarr ymen, Paul asked
John to consider including
14-year-old guitarist George
Harrison in the group. George
impressed John with his
guitar instrumental of Bill
Justis’ 1957 hit “Raunchy.”
By 1958, these three selftaught musicians — John,
Paul and George — formed
the core of what would
become the greatest band
of the 20th century. The
band was complete in 1962
when Ringo Starr became
the permanent drummer.
By the mid-1960s Paul
McCartney had surpassed
John Lennon as the leader
of the “Fab Four.” The band
stopped touring in 1966 to
focus on studio recording. The
Beatles released their eighth
studio album, “Sgt. Pepper’s
Lonely Hearts Club Band,” in
1967. This was the beginning
of the end for the band. As
each bandmate matured and
focused on family, the closeness
of the bandmates diminished
and tensions increased.

By 1969 the end was in
sight. The last live Beatles’
performance was the impromptu concert atop Apple
headquarters in downtown
London in January 1969.
The 42-minute performance,
recorded for the Beatles’
film “Let It Be,” came to
an abrupt end when police
threatened to arrest the band
for disturbing the peace.
John Lennon ended the
performance saying, “I’d like
to say thank you on behalf
of the group and ourselves,
and I hope we’ve passed the
audition.”
Despite the end of the
“Fab Four,” each member
went on to highly successful
solo careers. Of the four
Beatles, Paul McCartney
was the most successful
financially. He and his wife
Linda formed the band
Wings in 1971 and recorded
and toured as a group until
1981. As a solo artist, Paul
has released 24 studio albums
and eight live albums. He
stages wor ldwide tours
annually, and his current
“One On One” tour makes
its stop in North Little
Rock Saturday, April 30.
His concert will mark the
first time the former Beatle
has performed in Arkansas.

