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Order of Service
College of Bible & Ministry

Carr College of Nursing
College of Sciences

May 7, 2022, 9 a.m., George S. Benson Auditorium, Harding University

PROCESSIONAL .................................................................................................. “Variants on the Alma Mater”
Music by William Hollaway, Ph.D., Professor Emeritus

Performed by  Harding University Symphony Orchestra
Orchestrated and conducted by Michael Chance, DMA, Professor Emeritus

WELCOME .......................................................................................................................David B. Burks, Ph.D.
President

HYMN ...........................................................................................................................................Justus Williams
                         “Be Still, My Soul” Candidate for Degree

SCRIPTURE READING ........................................................................................................ Don Wilcox, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor of Physical Therapy 

OPENING PRAYER ..........................................................................................................Tim Westbrook, Ph.D.
Associate Professor of Bible & Ministry and Director of Center for Distance Education in Bible

REMARKS  ......................................................................................................................Robert C. Walker, M.D.
Chairman, Board of Trustees

INTRODUCTION OF THE SPEAKER ...................................................................................... President Burks

ADDRESS ........................................................................................................................Daniel Stockstill, Ph.D.
Professor and Associate Dean of College of Bible & Ministry

RECOMMENDATION OF CANDIDATES FOR DEGREES ............................................Marty Spears, Ph.D.
Provost

PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES FOR DEGREES .............................................................. Jill Davis, M.S.
Assistant Professor of Mathematics

 College of Bible & Ministry
 Carr College of Nursing
 College of Sciences

“For Good” (Wicked) by Stephen Schwartz ...............................................................Hallie Miller and Zoe Smith
 Alyssa Koay, DMA, Assistant Professor of Music, Collaborative Pianist

“The Lord Bless You and Keep You” ...........................................................................................Monte Cox, Ph.D.
Professor and Dean of College of Bible & Ministry

ALMA MATER .................................................................................................................................... Blake Stout
Candidate for Degree

CLOSING PRAYER ................................................................................................................Glen Adams, Psy.D.
Professor of Behavioral Sciences

RECESSIONAL ..................................................................................................... “Variants on the Alma Mater”

(View commencement livestream at harding.edu/graduation.)
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Dr. Daniel Stockstill has served in numerous roles and on numerous committees since joining 
the Harding faculty in 1990, and will retire from the university this summer as associate dean of the 
College of Bible & Ministry. Previously, Dr. Stockstill served as assistant dean of the college from 
2006-08 and was promoted to the rank of professor in 2009.

Dr. Stockstill is a 1976 graduate of Harding, earning a bachelor’s degree in biblical languages  
and Bible. He completed a Master of Theology with emphasis in textual studies and textual 
criticism from Harding Graduate School of Religion in 1981 and in 1999, he completed a doctorate 
in practical theology from Union Institute and University. In addition to teaching at Harding, Dr. 
Stockstill spent 13 years serving directly in ministry and participated in ministry and leadership 
training as part of Klesis, a mission effort in Australia. He also served as a national director for Lads 
to Leaders.

He sponsored the Harding University Christian drama troupe Theatron from 1994-2004 and 
has spoken at various youth ministry and teacher training seminars and workshops throughout his 
career. Dr. Stockstill was also a lead researcher on a 10-year longitudinal study of the millennial 
generation in the churches of Christ as well as being involved with Uplift, a summer Bible camp, for 
more than 15 years. He is a member of Harding University President’s Council. 

Dr. Stockstill is a member of the Downtown Church of Christ where he has served as a shepherd 
since 2002, and also serves as a Bible class teacher.

He and his wife, Cindee Mansur Stockstill, have two children and four grandchildren. 

Daniel Stockstill, Ph.D.
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*  Arkansas Eta Chapter of Alpha Chi
•  Honors College participant
°  Omicron Delta Kappa, National Leadership Honor Society
^ ROTC Cadets commissioned as officers in the U.S. Army
‡  Applying for teacher licensure
Description of Honors:
Cum Laude – Grade-Point Average of 3.50-3.74
Magna Cum Laude – Grade-Point Average of 3.75-3.89
Summa Cum Laude – Grade-Point Average of 3.90 or higher
The listing of graduates, degrees and distinctions in this program is preliminary and subject to final certification of graduation.
The permanent transcript of the University registrar is the official record of earned degrees.

COLLEGE OF BIBLE & MINISTRY
Monte Cox, Ph.D.
Dean of the College

BACHELOR OF ARTS

 NAME MAJOR/SECOND MAJOR OR DEGREE HOMETOWN
  Austin Hayes Alexander Bible & Family Ministry El Dorado, Arkansas   
 John David Alston Bible & Family Ministry Tontitown, Arkansas    
  Magna Cum Laude 
 Aric William Anderson Bible & Family Ministry Corbin, Kentucky   
 Alec James Dendis Bible & Family Ministry Murfreesboro, Tennessee   
 Haylie Elizabeth Douglas Bible & Family Ministry Bryan, Texas   
 David M. Farmer Bible & Family Ministry Tullahoma, Tennessee   
 Noah Christopher Jordan Bible & Family Ministry Cincinnati, Ohio    
  Magna Cum Laude 
 Connor Newsom Bible & Family Ministry Smyrna, Tennessee   
 Bryan Alexis Rendon Bible & Family Ministry Garland, Texas    
  Cum Laude 
 Shane Doran Ryan Bible & Family Ministry San Diego, California   
 Blake Austin Stout Bible & Family Ministry Robinson, Texas   
 Ethan J. Ward Bible & Family Ministry Winnsboro, Texas
 Presley Thomas Williams Bible & Family Ministry Dover, Arkansas   
 Emily Nicole Wright Bible & Family Ministry Antioch, Tennessee    
  Magna Cum Laude
 Kyle James Bowman Bible & Ministry Rogers, Arkansas    
  Magna Cum Laude 
 Kenneth Tyler Burdette Bible & Ministry Charleston, West Virginia   
  Summa Cum Laude 
 Jamaerius Tristan Kennedy Geter Bible & Ministry Little Rock, Arkansas   
 Kyle Dennis Parks Bible & Ministry Tehachapi, California   
 Alina Rebeka Stout Bible & Ministry/Mathematics Searcy, Arkansas    
  Summa Cum Laude 
 Elise Nicole Harrison Bible & Missions Scottsburg, Indiana    
  Cum Laude 
 Aaron Patrick Hill Bible & Preaching Hewitt, Texas     
  Summa Cum Laude 
 Joshua Stone Nix Bible & Preaching Rose Bud, Arkansas 

Candidates for Degrees
May Seventh, Two Thousand Twenty-Two
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CARR COLLEGE OF NURSING
Susan Kehl, Ph.D.
Dean of the College

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

NAME MAJOR/SECOND MAJOR OR DEGREE HOMETOWN
 Samantha Kate Sheppard Health Studies Brentwood, Tennessee  

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN NURSING

NAME  HOMETOWN
Avery Layne Amundson  Loveland, Ohio    
 Summa Cum Laude 
Sarah Catherine Archer  Tumbling Shoals, Arkansas  
Addie Elizabeth Bell  Nolensville, Tennessee    
 Cum Laude 
Madison Ellen Byrd  Pocahontas, Arkansas    
 Cum Laude 
Megan Marie Caylor  Brentwood, Tennessee    
 Summa Cum Laude 
Jeremy Creed Chambliss  Siloam Springs, Arkansas 
Hunter Scott Haynes  Collierville, Tennessee    
 Cum Laude 
Anna Rachel Hite  Searcy, Arkansas    
 Cum Laude 
Ce’jae Jalisa Hodge  Saint Thomas, U.S. Virgin Islands
Abigail Olivia Howell  Memphis, Tennessee   
Brandon Boyd Johnson  Oceanside, California   
Samantha Lea Kemp  Kerrville, Texas   
Sydney Elise King  Huntsville, Alabama    
 Cum Laude 
Avery L. Lawson  Spring, Texas   
Rachel LeeAnn Ledbetter  Conway, Arkansas    
 Cum Laude 
Brooke Suzanne Lemaster  Monett, Missouri    
 Cum Laude 
Kristen Lively  Georgetown, Texas    
 Cum Laude 
Micah L. Pruett  Huntsville, Alabama   
Gracie Madelyn Shanks  Katy, Texas   
Sarah Caroline Story  Searcy, Arkansas   
Alyssa Noelle Thompson  Birmingham, Alabama    
 Cum Laude 
Jolene Christina Vanderstoel  Waterford, California   
Alisa Dawn Young  North Little Rock, Arkansas   
 Cum Laude

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN NURSING – FAMILY NURSE PRACTITIONER

NAME  HOMETOWN
 Elizabeth Anne Barnes  Marianna, Arkansas    
  Doctor of Philosophy, Capella University
  Tara Elizabeth Childers  Charleston, Arkansas    
  Bachelor of Science in Nursing, Oklahoma Wesleyan University
 Stephanie Dawn Eagle  Lonoke, Arkansas    
  Bachelor of Science in Nursing, Arkansas Tech University
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NAME  HOMETOWN
 Jessica Frick  Benton, Arkansas     
  Master of Science, Western Governors University
 Michael Joseph Hale  Searcy, Arkansas  
  Bachelor of Arts, Harding University
 Rachael Ann Hammel  Nashville, Tennessee  
  Bachelor of Science in Nursing, Marshall University
 Jessica D. Jackson  Monticello, Arkansas  
  Bachelor of Science in Nursing, University of Arkansas at Monticello
 Corrie Wade Jones  Jonesboro, Arkansas 
  Bachelor of Science in Nursing, Arkansas State University
 Jeanne Renee’ Markowski  Batesville, Arkansas  
  Bachelor of Science in Nursing, Arkansas Tech University
 Zachary Heath McBroom  Searcy, Arkansas  
  Bachelor of Science, Northeastern State University
 Deniqua Antoinette Mcgee  Cullen, Louisiana 
  Bachelor of Science in Nursing, Southern Arkansas University
 Amanda Kay Pittman  Vilonia, Arkansas  
  Bachelor of Science in Nursing, University of Arkansas
 Kassie Olivia Robertson  Conway, Arkansas
  Bachelor of Science in Nursing, Harding University
 Emily Ruth Stewart  Searcy, Arkansas
  Bachelor of Science in Nursing, Mercer University
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COLLEGE OF SCIENCES
Zane Gastineau, Ph.D.
Dean of the College

BACHELOR OF ARTS

NAME  MAJOR/SECOND MAJOR OR DEGREE HOMETOWN
 Gregory C. Blodgett Computer Science Milford, Ohio     
  Summa Cum Laude 
  Thomas James Brown Jr. Computer Science Bartlesville, Oklahoma   
 Parker D. Cutbill Computer Science Spring Hill, Tennessee    
  Summa Cum Laude 
 Parker T. Harrelson Computer Science Columbia, Tennessee   
 Maggie Katelyn Heusel Computer Science Overland Park, Kansas   
 Mark Jason Powers Computer Science Hillsboro, Missouri   
 Andrew Mitchel Rardin Computer Science Fayetteville, Arkansas   
 Campbell M. Walters Computer Science/Leadership & Ministry Flower Mound, Texas   
 Kadyn A. Williams Computer Science Hermitage, Tennessee   
 Benjamin Anthony Karikari Kinesiology Gold Coast, Australia   
  Summa Cum Laude 
 Garrett Owens Kinesiology Spring, Texas   
 Austin Wade Parrish Kinesiology Carthage, Texas   
 Benjamin W. Brock Mathematics Houston, Texas    
  Cum Laude 
 Emily N. Collier Mathematics Amarillo, Texas   
 Kole B. Croffoot Mathematics Chandler, Arizona    
  Summa Cum Laude 
 Joshua D. DeCaeny Mathematics Sharpsburg, Georgia   
 Jacob Clayton Johns Mathematics El Paso, Arkansas 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

 NAME MAJOR/SECOND MAJOR OR DEGREE HOMETOWN
 Jacelyn Louisa Neff Apparel Merchandising Aurora, Missouri   
 Paxton Mishelle Pojar Apparel Merchandising Cabot, Arkansas   
 Darby Kaelin Mohon Biochemistry/B.A. in Spanish Brentwood, Tennessee   
 Seth A. Sims Biochemistry Woodward, Oklahoma    
  Cum Laude 
 Hannah F. Hefley Biochemistry & Molecular Biology Rogersville, Missouri   
 George Alan Shultz Biochemistry & Molecular Biology Troutman, North Carolina   
  Summa Cum Laude 
 Alicen Elizabeth Wilcox Biochemistry & Molecular Biology Paragould, Arkansas    
  Summa Cum Laude 
 Olivia Yvonne Loudermilk Biology Belvidere, Tennessee    
  Cum Laude 
 Abbey Lynn Bryan Biomedical Engineering Big Spring, Texas    
  Summa Cum Laude 
 Bruno Jair Jacobo Moncayo Biomedical Engineering Nuevo Leon, Mexico  
 Jackson Lane Landes Biomedical Engineering Wichita Falls, Texas    
  Cum Laude 
 Malachi J. Shero Biomedical Engineering North Richland Hills, Texas   
  Magna Cum Laude 
 Michael A. Taft Biomedical Engineering Roanoke, Texas   
 Audrey Virginia Lawrence Chemistry Anchorage, Alaska    
  Magna Cum Laude 
 Joseph G. Luther Chemistry Bacolod City, Philippines  
  Summa Cum Laude 
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  NAME MAJOR/SECOND MAJOR OR DEGREE HOMETOWN
 Jessica Leigh Crawford Child Life Independence, Kentucky    
  Magna Cum Laude 
 Hannah Ann Davis Child Life West Plains, Missouri     
  Cum Laude 
 Sierra Lace Endsley Child Life Granbury, Texas     
  Summa Cum Laude 
 Natalie Beth Knox Child Life Murfreesboro, Tennessee    
  Magna Cum Laude 
 Tessa Rae TeGrootenhuis Child Life Larsen, Wisconsin   
 Rebecca Faith Vick Child Life Fayetteville, Arkansas     
  Cum Laude 
 Deborah Ruth White Child Life Daingerfield, Texas   
 Dylan Kyle Adcock Civil Engineering Texarkana, Arkansas     
  Cum Laude 
 Jakob Aleksei Aziamov Civil Engineering Searcy, Arkansas     
  Cum Laude 
 Adam Neil Kirchner Civil Engineering Maumelle, Arkansas     
  Summa Cum Laude 
 Justus Alan Williams Civil Engineering Berea, Kentucky   
 Carman Emily Barker Cognitive Neuroscience Searcy, Arkansas   
 Grace T. Long Cognitive Neuroscience Huntsville, Alabama     
  Magna Cum Laude 
 Peyton Gabrielle Rogers Cognitive Neuroscience Rogers, Arkansas   
 Natalie Paige Toney Cognitive Neuroscience Pocahontas, Arkansas   
  Cum Laude 
 Mariel Vargas Chavarria Cognitive Neuroscience Escazu, San Jose, Costa Rica  
 Ahmed Abdul Amir Computer Engineering Chicago, Illinois   
 David J. Garton Computer Engineering College Station, Texas   
  Magna Cum Laude 
 James Wesley Libby Computer Engineering Booneville, Arkansas   
 Gage Steward Miller Computer Engineering Saint Peters, Missouri     
  Cum Laude 
 Laura Grace Ashburn Computer Science/Mathematics Huntsville, Alabama   
  Summa Cum Laude 
 Noel A. Bafford Computer Science Albion, Illinois    
  Summa Cum Laude 
 Konrad Franklin Heyen Computer Science Mission, Kansas   
  Magna Cum Laude 
 Andrea Maria Martinez Valles Computer Science Chihuahua, Mexico  
 Easton Christopher Pillay Computer Science Saint Johns, Florida   
 Cooper A. Richardson Computer Science Liberty, Missouri   
  Summa Cum Laude 
 Johnathan Kyle Tucker Computer Science Broken Arrow, Oklahoma  
  Cum Laude 
  Jasmine Tambria Barnes Criminal Justice Carrollton, Texas   
 Madison Lynn Dean Criminal Justice Vero Beach, Florida   
 Wyatt Ames Forkner Criminal Justice Abilene, Texas   
 Anna F. Hilman Criminal Justice Greenbrier, Arkansas   
 Alexander Harrison Kenne Criminal Justice Huron, Ohio   
 Nathan Rivera Criminal Justice Searcy, Arkansas   
 Anaka Rose Paguio Young Criminal Justice Denver, Colorado     
  Cum Laude 
 Jordan Z. Lejano Electrical Engineering Houston, Texas    
  Summa Cum Laude 
 Nicholas Nathan Reiser Family & Consumer Sciences De Soto, Missouri   
  Cum Laude 
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 NAME MAJOR/SECOND MAJOR OR DEGREE HOMETOWN
 Sydney Lea Chiles Health Sciences Mesquite, Texas   
  Magna Cum Laude 
 Payton Thomas Campbell Kinesiology & Health Searcy, Arkansas   
 Mason Vaughn LaFerney Mathematics/Computer Science Searcy, Arkansas    
  Magna Cum Laude 
 Meredith Brooke Ashworth Mechanical Engineering Cabot, Arkansas   
  Cum Laude 
 Mason James Cady Mechanical Engineering Edmond, Oklahoma   
  Magna Cum Laude 
 Emmanuel Castillo Mechanical Engineering Warren, Arkansas  
  Cum Laude 
 Lucas Alexander Compton Mechanical Engineering Highlands Ranch, Colorado    
 Kage Gregory Hall Mechanical Engineering Lumberton, Texas   
 Emma Rose Hill Mechanical Engineering Hoover, Alabama    
  Summa Cum Laude 
 Samuel James Hutcherson Mechanical Engineering Ponder, Texas    
  Summa Cum Laude 
 Derek T. Jones Mechanical Engineering Anaheim, California   
 Thomas James Marshall Mechanical Engineering Woodland Park, Colorado   
  Summa Cum Laude 
 Owen J. Martin Mechanical Engineering Lincoln, Nebraska   
 Alberto J. Quintero Mechanical Engineering Little Rock, Arkansas    
  Cum Laude 
 Konnor Michael Reece Mechanical Engineering Columbia, Tennessee    
  Summa Cum Laude 
 Evan Wesley Walls Mechanical Engineering Little Rock, Arkansas    
  Cum Laude 
 Benjamin Alexander Willis Mechanical Engineering Nashville, Tennessee   
 Danielle N. Ayers Medical Humanities North Little Rock, Arkansas   
  Cum Laude 
 Claire E. Burton Medical Humanities Edmond, Oklahoma    
  Cum Laude 
 Lainey E. Clark Medical Humanities Celina, Texas   
 Krisman N. Eakin Medical Humanities Poplar Bluff, Missouri   
 Aiden Stewart Haslam Medical Humanities/Leadership & Ministry Sapulpa, Oklahoma    
  Cum Laude 
 Kaley Brooks Hill Medical Humanities Weatherford, Texas   
 Allie Shay Kuykendall Medical Humanities McMinnville, Tennessee   
  Cum Laude 
 Nathan Lee McSpadden Medical Humanities/ Bentonville, Arkansas    
  Cum Laude Preprofessional Health Science
 Katherine Elizabeth Sharp Medical Humanities Columbia, Tennessee    
  Summa Cum Laude 
 Elijha Bay Spears Medical Humanities/ Brentwood, Tennessee    
  Magna Cum Laude Preprofessional Health Science
 Landon Harrington Waller Medical Humanities North Little Rock, Arkansas   
 Rebekah Anne Wheadon Medical Humanities Lawrenceville, Georgia    
  Cum Laude 
 Walter Saul Aragon Ramirez Molecular & Cellular Biology El Progreso, Guatemala   
  Cum Laude 
 Charles Weston Bailey Molecular & Cellular Biology Brentwood, Tennessee    
  Summa Cum Laude 
 William Hayes Clark Molecular & Cellular Biology Hoover, Alabama   
 Savannah G. Ewing Molecular & Cellular Biology Medina, Tennessee    
  Cum Laude 
 Dylin T. Gay Molecular & Cellular Biology Floral, Arkansas    
  Summa Cum Laude 



11

9 
a

.m
. 

se
r

v
ic

e

*•

•

*

•

•

*

•

•

•

 NAME MAJOR/SECOND MAJOR OR DEGREE HOMETOWN
 Graham Lynn Gurganus Molecular & Cellular Biology Pelham, Alabama     
  Summa Cum Laude 
 Allison Elizabeth Jenkins Molecular & Cellular Biology Amarillo, Texas     
  Magna Cum Laude 
 Cameron A. Jernigan Molecular & Cellular Biology Yukon, Oklahoma     
  Magna Cum Laude 
 Eliana G. John Molecular & Cellular Biology Oklahoma City, Oklahoma    
  Cum Laude 
 Sawyer S. Longley Molecular & Cellular Biology Abilene, Texas      
  Cum Laude 
 Cameron Scott Paul Molecular & Cellular Biology Rowlett, Texas      
  Magna Cum Laude 
 Madison Shea Robinson Molecular & Cellular Biology Paragould, Arkansas     
  Summa Cum Laude 
 Hannah E. Smith Molecular & Cellular Biology Corsicana, Texas   
 Dakota Joseph Ungerbuehler Molecular & Cellular Biology Overland Park, Kansas     
  Summa Cum Laude 
 Cassidy Elyse Waldron Molecular & Cellular Biology Madison, Alabama     
  Summa Cum Laude 
 Jenna Lea Akins Psychology Cumming, Georgia     
  Summa Cum Laude 
 William James Ashburn Psychology Huntsville, Alabama   
  Cum Laude 
 Laura Gail Beebe Psychology Birmingham, Alabama   
  Cum Laude 
 Trevor D. Durey Psychology Osceola, Missouri   
  Summa Cum Laude 
 Kendall Danielle Force Psychology Bartlett, Tennessee     
  Cum Laude 
 Rian Jacqueline Gray Psychology Pittsford, New York   
 Chaela Lauren Hastings Psychology Franklin, Tennessee     
  Magna Cum Laude 
 Katelyn Elizabeth Hawkins Psychology Sherwood, Arkansas     
  Summa Cum Laude 
 Sarah Elizabeth Hudler Psychology Katy, Texas      
  Magna Cum Laude 
 Jacob Walker King Psychology/Leadership & Ministry Denton, Texas      
  Magna Cum Laude 
 Dalton Patrick Koch Psychology Searcy, Arkansas   
 Carter L. Munch Psychology/Criminal Justice Hannibal, Missouri   
 Mackenzie Debra Richmond Psychology/Leadership & Ministry Searcy, Arkansas   
  Cum Laude 
 Makenna Elaine Roehr Psychology Escondido, California   
  Summa Cum Laude 
 Kyle E. Rogers Psychology Smyrna, Tennessee   
  Magna Cum Laude 
 Shelby Nicole Strain Psychology Minot, North Dakota   
 Isaac Samuel Tarrant Psychology Searcy, Arkansas   
 Anna Miller Psychology Searcy, Arkansas   
 Nizhoni Elise Thompson Psychology Montgomery, Alabama   
 Colin L. Withem Psychology Escondido, California   
  Cum Laude 
 William R. Woolford III Psychology Denham Springs, Louisiana   
 Keenan Scott Zehner II Psychology Searcy, Arkansas   
  Cum Laude 
 Anthony Michael Hackworth Software Development Romance, Arkansas   
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 NAME MAJOR/SECOND MAJOR OR DEGREE HOMETOWN
 Denilson Alfredo Lemus Morales Software Development La Libertad, El Salvador   
  Magna Cum Laude 
 Jair Arley Lopez Peñate Software Development San Salvador, El Salvador 
  Cum Laude 
 Gavin Lee McCulley Software Development Plumerville, Arkansas   
 Zachary T. Rosin Software Development Boyce, Virginia   
 Christopher Eduardo Salazar Sanchez Software Development Guadalupe, Cartago, Costa Rica  
 Casey Dylan Whitener Software Development Indian Trail, North Carolina   
 Jordan Alexander Roberts Sport & Recreation Management Murfreesboro, Tennessee   
 Jonathan Ray Wall Sport & Recreation Management Alvarado, Texas    
  Cum Laude

BACHELOR OF SOCIAL WORK

 NAME SECOND MAJOR OR DEGREE HOMETOWN
 Brooke Mackenzie Allen  Alpharetta, Georgia   
 Elizabeth R. Bashaw-Butler  McLouth, Kansas   
 Rebecca Rita Brackney  Knoxville, Tennessee    
  Cum Laude 
 Hallie S. Carger  Searcy, Arkansas   
 Audra Elizabeth Crisler Leadership & Ministry Brentwood, Tennessee    
  Summa Cum Laude 
 Katelyn Nicole Fehr B.A. in Spanish Jackson, Missouri    
  Cum Laude 
 Makenna Brooke Gibbs  White Oak, Texas    
  Summa Cum Laude 
 Eva Elaine Helpenstill Leadership & Ministry Searcy, Arkansas    
  Summa Cum Laude 
 Clara Grace Henderson  Searcy, Arkansas    
  Summa Cum Laude 
 Eden Faith Henderson Leadership & Ministry Hixson, Tennessee    
  Magna Cum Laude 
 Juliana Claire Hose  Cypress, Texas     
  Summa Cum Laude 
 Toni Megan Lisenbee  Heber Springs, Arkansas    
 Lila Grace Martin  La Porte, Texas    
  Cum Laude 
 Jaylynne E. Roberts  Oklahoma City, Oklahoma   
  Summa Cum Laude 
 Amber Sky Scott  Paragould, Arkansas   
 Cambria Ann Tognaci  Prosper, Texas     
  Summa Cum Laude 
 John Allan Whitacre Leadership & Ministry Cumming, Georgia

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN KINESIOLOGY & SPORT ADMINISTRATION

 NAME  HOMETOWN
 Claude Russell Garner  Bald Knob, Arkansas    
  Bachelor of Arts, Harding University
 Mason Alan Hutto  Birmingham, Alabama    
  Bachelor of Science, Harding University
 Alex Brian Roberts  Helena, Alabama    
  Bachelor of Arts, Harding University
 Enoch T. Williams  Searcy, Arkansas    
  Bachelor of Arts, Harding University
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Order of Service
College of Arts & Humanities

Paul R. Carter College of Business Administration
University College

May 7, 2022, 12 p.m., George S. Benson Auditorium, Harding University

PROCESSIONAL .................................................................................................. “Variants on the Alma Mater”
Music by William Hollaway, Ph.D., Professor Emeritus

Performed by  Harding University Symphony Orchestra
Orchestrated and conducted by Michael Chance, DMA, Professor Emeritus

WELCOME .......................................................................................................................David B. Burks, Ph.D.
President

HYMN .........................................................................................................................................Levi Huddleston     
                        “Be Still, My Soul” Student

SCRIPTURE READING ..................................................................................................Devin Swindle, D.Min.
Assoicate Professor of Bible & Ministry and Director for Center for Preaching

OPENING PRAYER ..................................................................................................................Mark Davis, DBA
Professor of Business Administration

REMARKS  ......................................................................................................................Robert C. Walker, M.D.
Chairman, Board of Trustees

INTRODUCTION OF THE SPEAKER ...................................................................................... President Burks

ADDRESS ....................................................................................................................... Phil Thompson, D.Min.
Professor of Bible & Ministry

RECOMMENDATION OF CANDIDATES FOR DEGREES ............................................Marty Spears, Ph.D.
Provost

PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES FOR DEGREES ........................................................Kristi Bond, Ph.D.
Associate Professor and Chair of Department of Foreign Languages & International Studies

 College of Arts & Humanities
 Paul R. Carter College of Business Administration
 University College 

“I Will Never Leave You” (Side Show) by Henry Krieger ...........................................Jamie Hall and Carley Keller
Alyssa Koay, DMA, Assistant Professor of Music, Collaborative Pianist                              

“The Lord Bless You and Keep You” ............................................................................................ Kelly Neill, DMA
Associate Professor of Music

ALMA MATER ...........................................................................................................................Tommy Ghent Jr.
Candidate for Degree

CLOSING PRAYER  ..................................................................................................................Ken Turley, Ph.D.
Professor and Director of Cardiac Function & Interventional Technology Program

RECESSIONAL ..................................................................................................... “Variants on the Alma Mater”

(View commencement livestream at harding.edu/graduation.)
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Dr. Phil Thompson has been a member of the College of Bible and Ministry faculty since 
2001 and will retire this summer. Throughout his career at Harding, he has served as director 
for the Center for Preaching and as assistant director of the Kerusso Experience, a preaching 
and ministry camp. Dr. Thompson has taught courses in ethics, bioethics, preaching, and 
both Old and New Testaments. He has also been a keynote speaker for Harding University 
Lectureship as well as the Preacher’s Conference. Dr. Thompson received Harding University’s 
Teacher Achievement Award in 2010. 

In addition to his teaching roles, Dr. Thompson has served as preaching minister for 
several churches across the United States, currently serving the Rose Bud church of Christ in 
Rose Bud, Arkansas, a position he has held since 2007. He has also participated in short-term 
missions in India, Bangladesh, Russia, Kazakhstan, Czech Republic, Germany, Anguilla and 
Jamaica.

Dr. Thompson holds a bachelor’s degree in Bible from Harding University and a Master 
of Arts in bioethics from Trinity International University. In addition, he holds a Master of 
Theology, a Master of Arts in ethics and a Doctor of Ministry in homiletics all from Harding 
School of Theology. 

He and his wife of 47 years, Liz Dyer Thompson, have three children and four grandchildren.

Phil Thompson, D.Min.
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*  Arkansas Eta Chapter of Alpha Chi
•  Honors College participant
°  Omicron Delta Kappa, National Leadership Honor Society
^ ROTC Cadets commissioned as officers in the U.S. Army
‡  Applying for teacher licensure
Description of Honors:
Cum Laude – Grade-Point Average of 3.50-3.74
Magna Cum Laude – Grade-Point Average of 3.75-3.89
Summa Cum Laude – Grade-Point Average of 3.90 or higher
The listing of graduates, degrees and distinctions in this program is preliminary and subject to final certification of graduation.
The permanent transcript of the University registrar is the official record of earned degrees.

Candidates for Degrees
May Seventh, Two Thousand Twenty-Two

COLLEGE OF ARTS & HUMANITIES
J. Warren Casey, Ph.D.
Dean of the College

BACHELOR OF ARTS

NAME MAJOR /SECOND MAJOR OR DEGREE HOMETOWN
 Lydia Leila Black Acting Kilgore, Texas   
 Jamie Nicole Hall Acting Searcy, Arkansas   
 Taylor English Chessman American Studies Missouri City, Texas   
 Eric A. Johnson American Studies Gahanna, Ohio    
  Summa Cum Laude 
 Jackson Lee Montgomery American Studies Searcy, Arkansas    
  Cum Laude 
 Shelby K. Hathorn Art Conroe, Texas     
  Summa Cum Laude 
 Lauren Elise Jones Art Taylorville, Illinois   
 Della Ray Rhodes Art Memphis, Tennessee    
  Magna Cum Laude 
 Hunter William Shaw Art Katy, Texas   
 Kinga Szarzynska Art Kluczbork, Opolskie, Poland  
 Sydney Michelle Bryant Broadcast Journalism Bodcaw, Arkansas    
  Magna Cum Laude 
 Cole Daniel Clevenger Broadcast Journalism Cabot, Arkansas   
 Sarah Marie Hickerson Broadcast Journalism/Leadership & Ministry Lake Dallas, Texas    
  Summa Cum Laude 
 Samantha A. Rupe Broadcast Journalism McKinney, Texas   
 Caroline Ruth Sellers Broadcast Journalism Manorville, Pennsylvania 
 Mary Grace Golden Communication Studies/ Columbia, Tennessee    
  Summa Cum Laude B.S. in Public Administration
 Sara Kay Beeksma English Temple, Texas     
  Magna Cum Laude 
 Kaitlyn Rose Shang-Yu Cooper English Judsonia, Arkansas    
  Summa Cum Laude 
 Kyle W. Dalton English Claremore, Oklahoma     
 Franklin Harold Greene English/French Murfreesboro, Tennessee    
 Samuel Reid Jackson English Fayetteville, Arkansas   
 Audrey Grace Kernodle English Lewisville, Texas    
  Summa Cum Laude 
 Clayton William Loudermilk English Estill Springs, Tennessee   
  Summa Cum Laude 
 Molly Kate Passmore English Fort Mill, South Carolina   
  Summa Cum Laude 
 William M. Smithie English McComb, Mississippi   
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  NAME MAJOR/SECOND MAJOR OR DEGREE HOMETOWN
 Isaac D. Swindle English Searcy, Arkansas   
 Joshua W. Tacker English Marion, Arkansas   
 Bethany H. Tilley English Quitman, Arkansas    
  Magna Cum Laude 
 LilyAnne M. Witt English Springdale, Arkansas   
 Grace Ann Green History Cumming, Georgia    
  Summa Cum Laude 
 Timothy James Holloway History/ Florissant, Missouri    
   Integrated Marketing Communication
 Justin K. Mills History Flower Mound, Texas   
 Ashlyn Ryne Angela Alexander Integrated Marketing Communication Maumelle, Arkansas   
 Kathryn Mae Ashburn Integrated Marketing Communication Huntsville, Alabama   
 Allison Nicole Carpenter Integrated Marketing Communication New Braunfels, Texas    
  Summa Cum Laude 
 Parker Wade Cheatham Integrated Marketing Communication Colorado Springs, Colorado   
  Magna Cum Laude 
 Cassie Elizabeth Cohu Integrated Marketing Communication Little Rock, Arkansas    
  Cum Laude 
 Isabelle A. Cutts Integrated Marketing Communication Tabernacle, New Jersey    
  Magna Cum Laude 
 Audra Douglas Integrated Marketing Communication Inglewood, California   
 Olivia Ray Dunn Integrated Marketing Communication Jackson, Tennessee    
  Magna Cum Laude 
 Hannah Grace Hood Integrated Marketing Communication Nashville, Tennessee    
  Cum Laude 
 Anna Grace Johnston Integrated Marketing Communication Little Rock, Arkansas    
  Cum Laude 
 Dylan T. Johnston Integrated Marketing Communication Cabot, Arkansas    
  Cum Laude 
 Paris D. Kypke Integrated Marketing Communication Abilene, Texas   
 Hadley Elizabeth McDaniel Integrated Marketing Communication Greenwood, Arkansas    
  Cum Laude 
 Trevor V. Mellott Integrated Marketing Communication Mansfield, Texas   
 Paden James Miller Integrated Marketing Communication Monroe, Louisiana    
  Magna Cum Laude 
 Brendon Patrick O’Keefe Integrated Marketing Communication Corinth, Mississippi   
 Bob Alan Plunket Integrated Marketing Communication Smyrna, Tennessee   
 Julie E. Record Integrated Marketing Communication Meridianville, Alabama    
  Summa Cum Laude 
 Garett Christopher Scott Integrated Marketing Communication Winslow, Arkansas   
 Abby Caroline Shoemaker Integrated Marketing Communication Little Rock, Arkansas    
  Magna Cum Laude 
 Hunter Grace Woodall Integrated Marketing Communication Greenbrier, Arkansas    
  Cum Laude 
 Caleb J. Young Integrated Marketing Communication Smyrna, Tennessee   
 Corynn M. Barnes Media Production Auburn, New York    
  Magna Cum Laude 
 Collin Adam Blackburn Media Production Bentonville, Arkansas   
 Kaitlyn Elizabeth Cutshall Media Production Vero Beach, Florida    
  Cum Laude 
 Jackson Helm Gilreath Media Production Cordova, Tennessee   
 Lance R. Johnson Media Production Rockwall, Texas   
 Justin Cole Osborn Media Production Searcy, Arkansas   
 Makyla Marie Oviedo-Rodriguez Media Production Siloam Springs, Arkansas    
 Cody Spencer Porter Media Production Sarasota, Florida    
  Cum Laude 
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NAME MAJOR /SECOND MAJOR OR DEGREE HOMETOWN
 Jake B. Ward Media Production/ Sulphur Rock, Arkansas    
  Summa Cum Laude Integrated Marketing Communication
 Chloe Elizabeth Anderson Medical Humanities Baton Rouge, Louisiana   
 Marcus A. Bocox Medical Humanities Texarkana, Arkansas     
  Cum Laude 
 Alayna Kathleen Lowe Medical Humanities Flagler Beach, Florida     
  Cum Laude 
 Sydney Grace Tabor Medical Humanities/French Crossville, Tennessee   
 Jackson Mitchell Saylor Multimedia Journalism San Antonio, Texas   
 Hayley Kate Webb Multimedia Journalism Bentonville, Arkansas     
  Summa Cum Laude 
 Annika Christine Asplund Music Ferndale, Washington   
 Madison Renea Hale Music Lewisville, Texas   
 Noah K. Parker Music/Applied Spanish Memphis, Tennessee   
 Qianxiao Zhou Music Dalian, Liaoning, China    
  Magna Cum Laude 
 Caroline LeAnne Barineau Political Science Fate, Texas      
  Summa Cum Laude 
 Donnell Jordan Ashley Bowes Political Science London, United Kingdom  
 Lucy M. Herridge Political Science/Spanish Columbus, Indiana   
 Cody A. Johnson Political Science Hot Springs, Arkansas     
  Cum Laude 
 Caroline Elyse Birdwell Public Relations Memphis, Tennessee     
  Cum Laude 
 Maren E. Bonham Public Relations Vilonia, Arkansas   
 Holland McKinley Chupek Public Relations Fairhope, Alabama   
 Hannah Elizabeth Hackworth Public Relations Fort Gibson, Oklahoma    
  Magna Cum Laude 
 Hannah C. Kellum Public Relations Tupelo, Mississippi     
  Summa Cum Laude 
 Everett Belle Kirkman Public Relations Searcy, Arkansas     
  Cum Laude 
 Ellie G. Shelton Public Relations Searcy, Arkansas   
 Emily Brooke Sundermeier Public Relations Jacksonville, Arkansas     
  Cum Laude 
 Sophia Lynn Toth Public Relations Delaware, Ohio     
  Cum Laude 
 Michael T. Hoecker Social Science Santa Fe, Texas   
 Connor M. White Social Science Round Rock, Texas     
  Cum Laude 
 Christen Peri Reagan Spanish/Bachelor of Social Work Neosho, Missouri   
 Joshua C. Shockley Spanish Portland, Tennessee     
  Summa Cum Laude 
 Ocean Rayne Furbee Theatre Eustis, Florida   
 Carley Morgan Keller Theatre Loganville, Georgia   
 Kevin T. Koel Theatre Muskogee, Oklahoma   
 Phallen Kyana-Nicole Reed Theatre Cedar Hill, Texas   
 Deborah F. Samuelson Theatre Denton, Texas      
  Cum Laude 
 David Dean Clark Theatre Design/Production Wagoner, Oklahoma     
  Cum Laude 
 Kaitlyn Hope Harrington Theatre Design/Production Colorado Springs, Colorado    
  Summa Cum Laude 
 Sarah Elizabeth Johnson Theatre Design/Production Edmond, Oklahoma     
  Cum Laude 
 Loren H. Smither Theatre Design/Production Van Buren, Arkansas     
  Magna Cum Laude 

*
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 NAME MAJOR/SECOND MAJOR OR DEGREE HOMETOWN
 Victoria L. Goodwin Theatre Education, 7-12 Fresno, California   
 Lydia Ruth Marshall Theatre Education, 7-12 Westminster, Colorado    
  Summa Cum Laude

BACHELOR OF FINE ARTS

 NAME MAJOR/SECOND MAJOR OR DEGREE HOMETOWN
 Phoebe Anna Aziamov Graphic Design Centralia, Missouri   
 Lauren Kelly Bateman Graphic Design Jenks, Oklahoma   
 Samantha Nicole Cook Graphic Design Broken Arrow, Oklahoma    
 Madison Pearl Christy Deree Graphic Design Lyles, Tennessee    
  Magna Cum Laude 
 Hailey Rae Hancock Graphic Design Cottonwood, California   
  Magna Cum Laude 
 Grace Alivia Kenton Graphic Design Evans, Georgia    
  Cum Laude 
 Manqi Liu Graphic Design Guangdong, China  
 Emily Dawn Long Graphic Design Republic, Missouri   
 Kendra Nicole Neill Graphic Design Searcy, Arkansas    
  Summa Cum Laude 
 Ryan Thomas Neth Graphic Design Irving, Texas   
 Avery Madison Tillett Graphic Design Searcy, Arkansas   
 Rebekah Grace Turner Graphic Design Conway, Arkansas   
 Colt Christian Williams Graphic Design Flower Mound, Texas   
 Avery Brooke Barnett Interior Architecture & Design Jonesboro, Arkansas   
 Kyle John Brehm Interior Architecture & Design Flower Mound, Texas    
  Magna Cum Laude 
 Haley L. Burmeister Interior Architecture & Design Imperial, Missouri    
  Summa Cum Laude 
 Alaina Ann Jones Interior Architecture & Design Norman, Oklahoma    
  Cum Laude 
 Summer Rose Smith Interior Architecture & Design Searcy, Arkansas   
 Macailah Elaine Williams Interior Architecture & Design Temecula, California    
  Magna Cum Laude

BACHELOR OF MUSIC

 NAME MAJOR/SECOND MAJOR OR DEGREE HOMETOWN
 Shi Su Piano Performance Gui Lin, Guangxi, China

BACHELOR OF MUSIC EDUCATION

 NAME MAJOR/SECOND MAJOR OR DEGREE HOMETOWN
 Tommy Wayne Ghent Jr. Vocal/Instrumental Bald Knob, Arkansas   
 Hallie Ruth Miller Vocal London, Arkansas   
 Zoe Isabella Smith Vocal Cincinnati, Ohio    
  Magna Cum Laude

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

 NAME MAJOR/SECOND MAJOR OR DEGREE HOMETOWN
 Bennett Joel Anderson Public Administration Clarksville, Tennessee   
 Jonathan David Rosin Public Administration Boyce, Virginia   
 Nathan Patrick Ward Public Administration Williamstown, West Virginia 

‡
‡
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PAUL R. CARTER COLLEGE OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION
Allen Frazier, Ph.D.
Dean of the College

BACHELOR OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION

NAME  MAJOR/SECOND MAJOR OR DEGREE HOMETOWN
 Zachary Grant Ballard Accounting/Information Systems Cumming, Georgia    
  Summa Cum Laude 
 Taylor Suzanne Branum Accounting Kennett, Missouri   
 Bryan Collins Brown Accounting North Little Rock, Arkansas   
  Cum Laude 
 Jake David Croshaw Accounting Leicestershire, United Kingdom  
  Cum Laude 
 Benjamin Alan Gazaway Accounting Paragould, Arkansas   
 Kenton Chaffin Gentry Accounting La Vergne, Tennessee    
  Summa Cum Laude 
 John Parker Harr Accounting Searcy, Arkansas    
  Cum Laude 
 Blake A. Haynes Accounting Hamilton, Ohio    
  Magna Cum Laude 
 John Allen Keith Accounting Brentwood, Tennessee    
  Cum Laude 
 Emily Claire Nixon Accounting/Finance Nashville, Tennessee    
  Summa Cum Laude 
 Grant Michael Pickard Accounting Smyrna, Tennessee    
  Cum Laude 
 Brent A. Southerland Accounting Bigelow, Arkansas   
 Darcey D. Starling Accounting Brentwood, Tennessee   
 Thomas Charles Stephenson Accounting Saint Michael, Minnesota   
 Tyler E. Allen Finance Berryville, Arkansas    
  Cum Laude 
 Alden Reese Bradley Finance/Leadership & Ministry Grapevine, Texas   
 Carter R. Coleman Finance Flower Mound, Texas    
  Magna Cum Laude 
 Canon Bradford Fluitt Finance San Angelo, Texas   
 Grant Matthew Gloff Finance Waco, Texas   
 Priscila Magadu Finance Norton, Zimbabwe  
 Carter W. McCall Finance Saint Charles, Missouri    
  Magna Cum Laude 
 Julio Eduardo Montenegro Solis Finance/International Business Chinandega, Nicaragua   
  Summa Cum Laude 
 Willie J. Nash Finance Memphis, Tennessee   
 Tenisha Rashae Neal Finance McCrory, Arkansas   
 Collin B. Nieman Finance Spencer, Wisconsin    
  Magna Cum Laude 
 Enid Qirjaqi Finance Tirana, Albania   
  Summa Cum Laude 
 Donald Lloyd Radabaugh Finance/Accounting Romulus, Michigan   
 Christopher James Rawlins Finance Maumelle, Arkansas   
 David Scott Reed Finance/Management Vienna, Virginia    
  Summa Cum Laude 
 Lillian Jayne Robey Finance Lawrenceburg, Tennessee   
  Magna Cum Laude 
 Jack Kirk Tinsley Finance Bowling Green, Kentucky   
 Austin A. Allred Information Systems Bedford, Texas   
 Milciades Elias Arauz Vargas Information Systems David, Chiriqui, Panama  

*
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 NAME MAJOR/SECOND MAJOR OR DEGREE HOMETOWN
  Devin J. Bagley Information Systems Valrico, Florida   
 Hannah Monet Collins Information Systems Great Falls, Montana   
 Tyler M. Guentz Information Systems Milton, Georgia   
 Jacob B. Horton Information Systems New Hope, Alabama    
  Cum Laude 
 Otis L. Idlebird III Information Systems Mesquite, Texas   
 Emma Rebekah Jackson Information Systems Siloam Springs, Arkansas   
  Magna Cum Laude 
 Hanna Jewel Jones Information Systems Keller, Texas     
  Magna Cum Laude 
 Kyla Nicole Lee Lovett Information Systems Lewisville, Texas   
 Daniel David Pipkin Information Systems Houston, Texas    
  Magna Cum Laude 
 Bonnie Kathryn Ritchie Information Systems Nashville, Tennessee    
  Summa Cum Laude 
 Anne-Noelle Coraline Clerima International Business Paris, France  
 Vivian Alejandra Fuentes Caracun International Business/Management Guatemala City, Guatemala  
  Summa Cum Laude 
 Kate M. Hutson International Business Rochester Hills, Michigan    
 Diego Eduardo Pierola Lara International Business Cochabamba, Bolivia  
 Kalie M. St.Clair International Business Woodinville, Washington    
 Cannon Blake Whitby International Business Nashville, Tennessee   
 Yin Yan  International Business Shenzhen, Guangdong, China   
 John Roland Bradshaw III Management Sachse, Texas   
 Emily Elise Carpenter Management New Braunfels, Texas    
  Summa Cum Laude 
 Lindy Marie Carpenter Management New Braunfels, Texas    
  Summa Cum Laude 
 Samuel Clayton Chester Management Memphis, Tennessee    
  Magna Cum Laude 
 Rachael E. Christianson Management Las Vegas, Nevada   
 Eric Donald Conner Management Combine, Texas   
 Tyler Edwin Moore Management Little Rock, Arkansas   
 Jordon Grant Mudd Management Maple Grove, Minnesota    
 Caroline G. Palmer Management Glen Allen, Virginia    
  Magna Cum Laude 
 Kara Rae Spencer Management Cordova, Tennessee    
  Summa Cum Laude 
 Benjamin Lane Thompson Management Columbia, Tennessee   
 Clinton Robert Wilcke Management Hernando, Mississippi   
 Violet Marie Wyckoff Management Lawrence, Kansas    
  Cum Laude 
 Hallie Elizabeth Beck Marketing Madison, Alabama    
  Cum Laude 
 Stockton Hayes Berryman Marketing Granbury, Texas   
 Addison Joy Boyle Marketing Murfreesboro, Tennessee    
 Stephen K. Butterfield Marketing Smyrna, Tennessee    
  Summa Cum Laude 
 Savannah Noelle Cooper Marketing San Antonio, Texas   
 Megan Nicole Drye Marketing Searcy, Arkansas    
  Cum Laude 
 Anna Grace Glenn Marketing Searcy, Arkansas    
  Magna Cum Laude 
 Elliott G. Graffice Marketing Murfreesboro, Tennessee    
 Wenbin Han Marketing Jinzhou, Liaoning, China  
  Austin William Henderson Marketing Wilkinson, Indiana   
  Madison Celeste Massoth Marketing Suwanee, Georgia   

*

•

*

*•

*
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  NAME  MAJOR/SECOND MAJOR OR DEGREE HOMETOWN
 Seth P. McCullough Marketing Franklin, Tennessee   
 Roosevelt Julius Presley Marketing Heartland, Texas   
 Rhett Hunter Roach Marketing Bald Knob, Arkansas    
  Cum Laude 
 Ana Mayling Rojas Urbina Marketing/Management Matagalpa, Nicaragua   
  Magna Cum Laude 
 Eleanor Grace Woodward Marketing Jacksonville, Florida

MASTER OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION

 NAME HOMETOWN
 Alontis C. Andress McKinney, Texas    
  Bachelor of Business Administration, Harding University
 Samuel Jackson Arnette Murfreesboro, Tennessee   
  Bachelor of Science, Harding University
 Arthur Bellan Ramonville St. Agne, France  
  Bachelor of Business Administration, Harding University
 Megan T. Bolding Searcy, Arkansas    
  Bachelor of Business Administration, Harding University
 Ethan Scott Brazell Ennis, Texas     
  Bachelor of Business Administration, Harding University
 Regan N. Campbell Cabot, Arkansas    
  Bachelor of Business Administration, Harding University
 Michael E. Cheng Cabot, Arkansas    
  Bachelor of Business Administration, Harding University
 Colin James Cicere Monument, Colorado    
  Bachelor of Science, University of Colorado at Colorado Springs
 Carson K. Dycus Madison, Alabama    
  Bachelor of Business Administration, Harding University
 Michael Edward Elman McKinney, Texas    
  Bachelor of Business Administration, St. Edward’s University
 Parker B. Finton Trenton, Tennessee    
  Bachelor of Business Administration, Harding University
 Ethan R. Flowers Dexter, Missouri    
  Bachelor of Business Administration, Harding University
 Riley C. Fox Bentonville, Arkansas    
  Bachelor of Business Administration, Harding University
 Glen Oylon Freeman III Abilene, Texas     
  Bachelor of Business Administration, Harding University
 Alma H-Gall Bella Vista, Arkansas    
  Bachelor of Communication Sciences and Techniques, Universidad Interamericana Para El Desarrollo
 Bennett Jeffrey Holloway Kansas City, Missouri    
  Bachelor of Business Administration, Harding University
 Emily Anne Kymes Tulsa, Oklahoma    
  Bachelor of Science, Harding University
 Morgan Lynn Ludke Dublin, Ohio     
  Bachelor of Business Administration, Harding University
 Romen Zurell Martin Bryant, Arkansas    
  Bachelor of Business Administration, Harding University
 Robert Tyler Mayo West Memphis, Arkansas   
  Bachelor of Business Administration, Harding University
 Emily Nicolle Mejia Nuñez Tegucigalpa, Honduras   
  Bachelor of Business Administration, Harding University
 Crista L. Paik Burnet, Texas     
  Bachelor of Business Administration, Harding University
 Morgan Salvan Millau, Aveyron, France   
  Bachelor of Business Administration, Harding University
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 NAME  HOMETOWN
 Christian J. Stack El Paso, Texas     
  Bachelor of Science, Arizona State University
 James Richard Thomas III Claremore, Oklahoma    
  Bachelor of Business Administration, Harding University
 Brian J. Tims Colorado Springs, Colorado   
  Bachelor of Business Administration, Harding University
 Layne Elizabeth Turley Judsonia, Arkansas    
  Bachelor of Business Administration, Harding University
  Theotis Christopher Washington Little Rock, Arkansas    
  Bachelor of Business Administration, Philander Smith College
  Amanda Kemp Weedman Conifer, Colorado    
  Bachelor of Fine Arts, Murray State University

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN INFORMATION SYSTEMS

 NAME HOMETOWN
 Cabot L. Boyd Vienna, Virginia    
  Bachelor of Business Administration, Harding University
 Benjamin D. Burkhart Goshen, Ohio     
  Master of Business Administration, Harding University
 Ragan Bethany Burris Highland, Arkansas    
  Bachelor of Business Administration, Harding University
 Cortland Robert Chambers Larchmont, New York    
  Bachelor of Business Administration, Harding University
 Daryelis L. De Leon Los Santos, Panama   
  Bachelor of Business Administration, Harding University
  Alvaro De Lorenzo Madrid, Spain    
  Bachelor of Business Administration, Harding University
 Benjamin Richard Diefenbach Searcy, Arkansas    
  Bachelor of Arts, Michigan State University
 Haley Claire Mathis Conway, Arkansas    
  Bachelor of Business Administration, Harding University
 Andrea Nicole Santos Madrid Gracias, Lempira, Honduras  
  Bachelor of Business Administration, Harding University
 Tanner S. Sexton Brentwood, Tennessee    
  Bachelor of Business Administration, Harding University
 Hallie Dian Smith Helena, Alabama    
  Bachelor of Business Administration, Harding University
 Caleb Stull Litchfield Park, Arizona    
  Bachelor of Business Administration, Harding University
 Chenle Sun Yuncheng, Shanxi, China  
  Bachelor of Business Administration, Harding University
 Carson Swede Little Rock, Arkansas    
  Bachelor of Business Administration, Harding University
 Brittany Le Tate San Diego, California    
  Bachelor of Business Administration, Harding University
 Ashton Kate VanBrunt Jenks, Oklahoma    
  Bachelor of Business Administration, Harding University
 Hayes C. Walker Monroe, Louisiana    
  Bachelor of Business Administration, Harding University
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UNIVERSITY COLLEGE
Kevin Kehl, Ed.D.
Dean of the College

BACHELOR OF ARTS

NAME  MAJOR/SECOND MAJOR OR DEGREE HOMETOWN
  Isaac Michael Foster Applied Studies Marietta, Georgia    
  Cum Laude 
 Hannah M. Faulkner Applied Studies-Arts & Humanities Lexington, Kentucky    
  Cum Laude 
 Blake L. Gordon Applied Studies-Business Katy, Texas   
 Cade L. Overstreet Applied Studies-Business Lexington, Georgia   
 Chyna M. Stephens Applied Studies-Business Rochester, New York   
 Christopher R. Witzke Applied Studies-Business Dakota City, Iowa   
 Michaela Reanne Granderson Applied Studies-Science Saint Louis, Missouri   
 Jesse Thomas Hutcheson Applied Studies-Science Royse City, Texas   
 Derek Steelman Nutt Applied Studies-Science Corsicana, Texas    
  Summa Cum Laude 
 Shelby Ann Smith Applied Studies-Science Paragould, Arkansas   
 Tracy M. Thomas Applied Studies-Science Searcy, Arkansas   
 Brett R. Birdwell Integrative Studies Nolensville, Tennessee    
  Cum Laude 
 Addison Grace David Integrative Studies Liberty, Texas   
 Braden Creed Mathews Integrative Studies Acworth, Georgia   
 Kelsey Ann Smith Integrative Studies Owasso, Oklahoma    
  Summa Cum Laude 
 Noah Braden Staggs Integrative Studies Columbia, Tennessee    
  Summa Cum Laude 
 Emma C. Partin Interdisciplinary Studies McGregor, Texas 

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

NAME  MAJOR/SECOND MAJOR OR DEGREE HOMETOWN
 Dalton F. Bennett Interdisciplinary Studies Columbia, Tennessee    
  Magna Cum Laude 
  Daniel Craig Thomas Interdisciplinary Studies Rogersville, Missouri
  Cum Laude 
 Travis Douglass Turley Interdisciplinary Studies Searcy, Arkansas 
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ORDER OF SERVICE
College of Allied Health

Cannon-Clary College of Education
College of Pharmacy

May 7, 2022, 3 p.m., George S. Benson Auditorium, Harding University

PROCESSIONAL .................................................................................................. “Variants on the Alma Mater”
Music by William Hollaway, Ph.D., Professor Emeritus

Performed by  Harding University Symphony Orchestra
Orchestrated and conducted by Michael Chance, DMA, Professor Emeritus

WELCOME .......................................................................................................................David B. Burks, Ph.D.
President

HYMN ........................................................................................................................................ Levi Huddleston        
“Be Still, My Soul”    Sudent

SCRIPTURE READING ........................................................................................................ Steve Moore, Ph.D.
Professor of Biology 

OPENING PRAYER ............................................................................................................... Dan Atchley, Ph.D.
Professor and Chair of Department of Pharmaceutical Sciences

REMARKS  ......................................................................................................................Robert C. Walker, M.D.
Chairman, Board of Trustees

INTRODUCTION OF THE SPEAKER ...................................................................................... President Burks

ADDRESS ..............................................................................................................................Clara Carroll, Ed.D.
Professor and Associate Dean of College of Education

RECOMMENDATION OF CANDIDATES FOR DEGREES ............................................Marty Spears, Ph.D.
Provost

PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES FOR DEGREES .................................................Usen Akpanudo, Ed.D.
Associate Professor of Education

College of Allied Health
Cannon-Clary College of Education
College of Pharmacy

“Go the Distance” (Hercules) by Alan Menken ............................................................................Tommy Ghent Jr. 
Scott Carrell, DMA, Professor of Music, Collaborative Pianist                                   Candidate for Degree

“The Lord Bless You and Keep You” .......................................................................................Mark Cullum, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor of Exercise & Sport Sciences

ALMA MATER ............................................................................................................................Levi Huddleston        
Student

CLOSING PRAYER  ...............................................................................................................Steve Cloer, D.Min. 
Assistant Professor of Ministry, Harding School of Theology

RECESSIONAL ..................................................................................................... “Variants on the Alma Mater”

(View commencement livestream at harding.edu/graduation.)
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Dr. Clara Carroll  has served the University since 1997, and completes her tenure as 
associate dean of the Cannon-Clary College of Education when she retires this summer. 
Previously, she has served as assistant dean and chair of graduate studies and the director of 
field experiences. Prior to joining the Harding faculty, Dr. Carroll was both an elementary 
and secondary teacher in school districts in Texas and Arkansas for 16 years. 

Dr. Carroll has been named district-level Teacher of the Year, received the community 
Outstanding Teacher Award, and was honored with the Harding University Cooperating 
Teacher of the Year award as well as the Harding University Teacher Achievement Award.

She has written and managed more than $2 million dollars in grant funding related to 
enhancing educator preparation programs and field experiences, building teacher leadership, 
and supporting National Board Certification candidates.

Dr. Carroll is the chair of the Arkansas Department of Education National Board 
Certified Teacher Advisory Board, serves as the Arkansas outreach director for National 
Board for Professional Teaching Standards and has served as a board member for Arkansas 
Teachers for National Board Certification. She testified at the Arkansas Lieutenant
Governor’s Education Task Force, presented data and research to the Arkansas Legislative 
Joint Education Committee on National Board Certification, and is a leader in utilizing 
state and federal funds to support building teacher capacity and leadership.

Dr. Carroll holds a bachelor’s degree in vocational home economics as well as a master’s 
degree in secondary education, both from Harding. Her doctorate is in curriculum and 
instruction with an emphasis in elementary literacy from the University of Memphis. She 
has been a National Board Certified Teacher since 2003.

She and her husband of 43 years, Charlie Carroll, have two daughters and five grandchildren.

Clara J. Carroll, Ed.D.
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*  Arkansas Eta Chapter of Alpha Chi
•  Honors College participant
°  Omicron Delta Kappa, National Leadership Honor Society
^ ROTC Cadets commissioned as officers in the U.S. Army
‡  Applying for teacher licensure
Description of Honors:
Cum Laude – Grade-Point Average of 3.50-3.74
Magna Cum Laude – Grade-Point Average of 3.75-3.89
Summa Cum Laude – Grade-Point Average of 3.90 or higher
The listing of graduates, degrees and distinctions in this program is preliminary and subject to final certification of graduation.
The permanent transcript of the University registrar is the official record of earned degrees.

COLLEGE OF ALLIED HEALTH
Mike McGalliard, Sc.D.
Dean of the College

BACHELOR OF ARTS

 NAME MAJOR/SECOND MAJOR OR DEGREE HOMETOWN
 Mary Claire Loring Banks Communication Sciences & Disorders Little Rock, Arkansas    
  Summa Cum Laude 
 Emily Rose Burdette Communication Sciences & Disorders Katy, Texas   
 Callie Lynn Crabb Communication Sciences & Disorders/ Lebanon, Ohio    
  Magna Cum Laude Spanish
 Lindley Brooke Davis Communication Sciences & Disorders Winter Garden, Florida    
  Magna Cum Laude 
 Lillian Grace Dennison Communication Sciences & Disorders Springfield, Tennessee    
  Summa Cum Laude 
 Sophia Elise Gastro Communication Sciences & Disorders Waterloo, Illinois    
  Magna Cum Laude 
 Rachel Dawn Howard Communication Sciences & Disorders Steele, Missouri   
 Audrey Ellen Lynn Communication Sciences & Disorders Memphis, Tennessee    
  Magna Cum Laude 
 Kathryn A. Martin Communication Sciences & Disorders Choctaw, Oklahoma   
 Zoe Allison McCurley Communication Sciences & Disorders Abilene, Texas     
  Summa Cum Laude 
 Kaitlyn Marie Miller Communication Sciences & Disorders Fayetteville, Arkansas    
  Cum Laude 
 Madyson Pakali Mitchell Communication Sciences & Disorders Ada, Oklahoma   
 Mallory Nicole Prior Communication Sciences & Disorders Searcy, Arkansas    
  Magna Cum Laude 
 Madeline M. Rubio Communication Sciences & Disorders Franklin, Tennessee    
  Cum Laude 
 Parker J. Smitherman Communication Sciences & Disorders Nashville, Tennessee    
  Cum Laude 
 Nora A. Waller Communication Sciences & Disorders Berryville, Arkansas    
  Summa Cum Laude 
 Hallie Joy Whittington Communication Sciences & Disorders San Antonio, Texas    
  Summa Cum Laude 
 Brylan Cassidy Williams Communication Sciences & Disorders Bald Knob, Arkansas    
  Summa Cum Laude 
 Christin Lynne Wood Communication Sciences & Disorders Searcy, Arkansas    
  Cum Laude

Candidates for Degrees
May Seventh, Two Thousand Twenty-Two
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BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

NAME MAJOR/SECOND MAJOR OR DEGREE HOMETOWN
 Brandon M. Bishop Exercise Science Houston, Texas   
 Collier Estin Blackburn Exercise Science Bentonville, Arkansas   
 Katelyn G. Burtch Exercise Science McKinney, Texas    
  Cum Laude 
 Joee Mckay Crocker Exercise Science Little Rock, Arkansas   
 Allison R. Hyatt Exercise Science Searcy, Arkansas   
 Hallie Elizabeth Jackson Exercise Science Searcy, Arkansas   
 Mackenzie D. Lewis Exercise Science Signal Mountain, Tennessee    
 Kelsea Nicole Loe Exercise Science Frisco, Texas   
 Morgan Paige Marcum Exercise Science Fort Worth, Texas    
  Cum Laude 
 Matthew William Mihalko Exercise Science Germantown, Tennessee   
  Cum Laude 
 Caily A. Moore Exercise Science Searcy, Arkansas    
  Cum Laude 
 Stephen Benjamin Moore Exercise Science Searcy, Arkansas    
  Magna Cum Laude 
 Smith Jeffries Ogden Exercise Science Huntsville, Alabama    
  Cum Laude 
 Noah Robert Ray Exercise Science Odessa, Florida   
 Amber Marie Robin Exercise Science Plano, Texas   
 Hannah Brooke West Exercise Science Rogers, Arkansas    
  Cum Laude 
 Logan Carl Wolfe Exercise Science Searcy, Arkansas 

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN SPEECH-LANGUAGE PATHOLOGY

NAME  HOMETOWN
 Kaitlin Rebecca Lan Alexander  Crittenden, Kentucky    
  Bachelor of Arts, Harding University
 Mary Thompson Barber  Atkins, Arkansas    
  Bachelor of Science, Arkansas State University
 Brylee A. Black  Fort Worth, Texas    
  Bachelor of Arts, Harding University
 Summer Ann Burmeister  Imperial, Missouri    
  Bachelor of Arts, Harding University
 Sydney Erin Eddleman  Blytheville, Arkansas    
  Bachelor of Arts, Harding University
 Sydney Lynea Elliott  Searcy, Arkansas    
  Bachelor of Science, Arkansas State University
 Lauren Michelle Gibson  Franklin, Tennessee    
  Bachelor of Science, The University of Tennessee Health Science Center
 Hannah Ruth Hall  Searcy, Arkansas    
  Bachelor of Arts, Harding University
 Madeline Loraine Hall  Mountain Home, Arkansas   
  Bachelor of Science, Arkansas State University
 Julia Anne Hartis  Searcy, Arkansas    
  Bachelor of Arts, Harding University
 Kaulyn Rebekah Loe  Texarkana, Texas    
  Bachelor of Arts, Harding University
 Katie Elizabeth McFarland  New Prague, Minnesota    
  Bachelor of Science, University of Wisconsin-River Falls
 Caitlin Marie McGough  Pine Bluff, Arkansas    
  Bachelor of Arts, Harding University

*
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  NAME  HOMETOWN
 Jessica M. Neubauer  Orlando, Florida    
  Bachelor of Arts, Harding University
 Kaylee Layne O’Dell  Franklin, Tennessee    
  Bachelor of Arts, Harding University
 Sydney Brooke Snider  Lexington, Tennessee    
  Bachelor of Science, The University of Tennessee at Martin
 Audrey Elizabeth Vesperman  Searcy, Arkansas    
  Bachelor of Arts, Harding University
 Ashley Nicole Whaley  Fowler, Illinois     
  Bachelor of Arts, Harding University
 Erin Maria Taft Young  Knoxville, Tennessee    
  Bachelor of Arts, Harding University

DOCTOR OF PHYSICAL THERAPY

NAME  HOMETOWN
 Daniel H. Arnold  Flower Mound, Texas    
  Bachelor of Science, Freed-Hardeman University
 Taryne Anne Barton  Jefferson City, Missouri    
  Bachelor of Health Science, University of Missouri-Columbia
 Matthew R. Bevis  Waterloo, Alabama    
  Bachelor of Science, University of North Alabama
 James Peyton Braswell  Monroe, Louisiana    
  Bachelor of Science, Louisiana Tech University
 Dustin Brooks  West Monroe, Louisiana   
  Bachelor of Science, Louisiana Tech University
 Justin Reid Buford  Prattville, Alabama    
  Bachelor of Science, Troy University
 Matthew Street Buntyn  Lake Providence, Louisiana   
  Bachelor of Science, University of Mississippi
 Drew E. Crane  Ashville, Alabama    
  Bachelor of Science, Mississippi University for Women
 Davis R. Delaney  Lubbock, Texas    
  Bachelor of Science, Lubbock Christian University
 Wesley Ditchfield  Berkeley, Illinois    
  Bachelor of Arts, Trinity International University
 William Peyton Drewry  Greenbrier, Arkansas    
  Bachelor of Science, Harding University
 Samuel Connor Edwards  Rockwall, Texas    
  Bachelor of Science, University of Arkansas
 Maritza O. Ferretiz  Lancaster, Texas    
  Bachelor of Science, Midwestern State University
 Bailey E. Gardner  Huntsville, Alabama    
  Bachelor of Science, Harding University
 Douglas C. Glosup  Searcy, Arkansas    
  Bachelor of Arts, University of Texas at San Antonio
 Aaron Gregory  Bossier City, Louisiana    
  Bachelor of Science, Louisiana Tech University
  Whytleigh Madicyn Guerrero  Stroud, Oklahoma    
  Bachelor of Arts, Southwestern College
 Jaylen Trenell Hill  Munford, Tennessee    
  Bachelor of Science, Point University
 Arash Cirrus Hojatizadeh  Little Rock, Arkansas    
  Bachelor of Science, University of Central Arkansas
 Abigale Lane Hooper  Greenville, Texas    
  Bachelor of Science, Texas Tech University



30

3 p.m
. ser

v
ic

e

*

NAME  HOMETOWN
 Courtney Lynn Klotz  Huntsville, Alabama    
  Bachelor of Science, Harding University
 Michaela Lynne Cooper Lyle  Mantachie, Mississippi    
  Bachelor of Science, University of Mississippi
 Mattilyn Reeder Mosley  Shreveport, Louisiana    
  Bachelor of Science, Harding University
 Peyton C. Prescott  Friendship, Tennessee    
  Bachelor of Science, The University of Tennessee at Chattanooga
 Katherine C Rawlins  Maumelle, Arkansas    
  Bachelor of Science, Harding University
 Emily Elizabeth Rogers  Weaver, Alabama    
  Bachelor of Science, The University of Alabama
 Nakia K. Chelelgo  Searcy, Arkansas    
  Bachelor of Science, University of Central Arkansas
 Brandon Trujillo  Rogers, Arkansas    
  Bachelor of Science, Arkansas Tech University
 Zachary David Walsh  West Monroe, Louisiana   
  Bachelor of Science, Louisiana Tech University
 Brenna S. Walters  Flower Mound, Texas    
  Bachelor of Science, Harding University
 Jaclyn M. Widder  Haughton, Louisiana    
  Bachelor of Science, Louisiana Tech University
 Taylor Wilson  Crystal Springs, Mississippi   
  Bachelor of Science, Freed-Hardeman University
 Julia Ann Winski  Katy, Texas     
  Bachelor of Science, Lubbock Christian University
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CANNON-CLARY COLLEGE OF EDUCATION
Raymond “Donny” Lee, Ed.D.
Dean of the College

BACHELOR OF ARTS

NAME MAJOR/SECOND MAJOR OR DEGREE HOMETOWN
 Sarah Olivia Hale Education Studies Berryville, Arkansas
   Cum Laude  
 Alyssa Lane Kohl Education Studies Cypress, Texas   
 Joseph Michael Lawhorn Education Studies Harrison, Ohio    
  Cum Laude 
 Brandi L. Ward Education Studies Searcy, Arkansas   
 Calla Grace Welter Education Studies Pewee Valley, Kentucky    
  Cum Laude 
 Elizabeth Almaraz Elementary Education Springdale, Arkansas   
 Audrey Elizabeth Arnette Elementary Education Branson, Missouri    
  Magna Cum Laude 
 Hannah Claire Arnold Elementary Education Smyrna, Tennessee    
  Cum Laude 
 Lydia Beth Boverie Elementary Education Milford, Ohio     
  Cum Laude 
 Mackenzie L. Donahoo Elementary Education McGregor, Texas   
 Catherine Faith Drennan Elementary Education Signal Mountain, Tennessee   
  Cum Laude 
 Elizabeth J. Duncan Elementary Education Bentonville, Arkansas    
  Cum Laude 
 Mary Elizabeth Edwards Elementary Education Royse City, Texas    
  Summa Cum Laude 
 Abigail Ingraham Everson Elementary Education Brentwood, Tennessee    
  Summa Cum Laude 
 Dana Dinea Foreman Elementary Education North Little Rock, Arkansas 
 Bailey Grace Holt Elementary Education Shreveport, Louisiana    
  Summa Cum Laude 
 Chenyang Li Elementary Education Xi’an, Shaanxi, China  
 Brittany A. McCormick Elementary Education Springdale, Arkansas   
 Charissa Alyss Mitchell Elementary Education Searcy, Arkansas    
  Summa Cum Laude 
 Bailey D. Money Elementary Education Searcy, Arkansas   
 Sherri Luise Nash Elementary Education Elkins, Arkansas   
 Elizabeth L. Recinos Elementary Education Springdale, Arkansas    
  Cum Laude 
 Tayler Elizabeth Roetzel Elementary Education Bald Knob, Arkansas   
 Melissa Elena Sanchez Elementary Education Bentonville, Arkansas   
 Kayli Sue Scrivener Elementary Education Scotland, Maryland    
  Cum Laude 
 Lauren Rae Shell Elementary Education Bella Vista, Arkansas   
 Casidy Paige Strother Elementary Education Bragg City, Missouri    
  Cum Laude 
 Peyton E. Todd Elementary Education Arlington, Texas    
  Cum Laude 
 Patricia Noel Tomlinson Elementary Education Franklin, Tennessee    
  Cum Laude 
 Gregory Daniel Watson Elementary Education Fayetteville, Arkansas   
 Virginia Oleda Woods Middle Level English, Language & Math Brentwood, Tennessee    
  Summa Cum Laude 
 Robert A. Watson Sr. Middle Level English,  Little Rock, Arkansas    
   Language & Social Science
 Eden Joy Hollaway Middle Level Math & Science Maumelle, Arkansas    
  Summa Cum Laude 
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 NAME MAJOR/SECOND MAJOR OR DEGREE HOMETOWN
 Emily Grace Whitehorn Middle Level Math & Science Brentwood, Tennessee    
  Summa Cum Laude 
 Kelson C. Miller Middle Level Science & Social Science North Little Rock, Arkansas  
 Delaney Leigh Arthurs Special Education Lewisville, Texas    
  Summa Cum Laude 
 Lindsey Brieann Goudeau Special Education Benton, Arkansas    
  Summa Cum Laude

MASTER OF ARTS:  EXCELLENCE IN TEACHING

NAME  HOMETOWN
  Olivia Anne Calaway  Hannibal, Missouri    
  Bachelor of Arts, Harding University
 Emily Lynn Chaffin  Memphis, Tennessee    
  Bachelor of Arts, Harding University
 Jessica Monique Turner  Piggott, Arkansas    
  Bachelor of Science in Education, Southeast Missouri State University
 Emma Ruth Whitacre  Searcy, Arkansas    
  Bachelor of Arts, Harding University

MASTER OF ARTS IN TEACHING

 NAME EMPHASIS HOMETOWN
Sydney Claire Crabtree Elementary Education Little Rock, Arkansas    
 Bachelor of Arts, Harding University
Anna Marie England Elementary Education Bossier City, Louisiana    
 Bachelor of General Studies, Louisiana Tech University
Hannah Mae Marie Hamric Elementary Education Lonoke, Arkansas    
 Bachelor of Science in Criminal Justice, Central Christian College of Kansas
Amanda Ashleigh Tarrant Elementary Education Romance, Arkansas    
 Bachelor of Business Administration, University of Arkansas at Fort Smith
Jamie Cara DiFlorio Middle Level Education El Paso, Arkansas    
 Bachelor of Arts, Southern New Hampshire University
Joseph A. Papania Middle Level Education Fayetteville, Arkansas    
 Bachelor of Science, Northern Kentucky University
Caleb Thomas Nicholas Secondary Education Jackson, Tennessee    
 Bachelor of Science, Harding University
Zachariah Earl Slomers Secondary Education North Little Rock, Arkansas   
 Bachelor of Arts, Harding University
Maggie Jo Gay Special Education Birth-Kindergarten Batesville, Arkansas    
 Bachelor of Science, University of Arkansas at Monticello
Constance Michelle Jones Special Education Birth-Kindergarten Crossett, Arkansas    
 Bachelor of Arts, University of Arkansas at Monticello
Tenika Ontwenette Mccray Special Education Birth-Kindergarten Marianna, Arkansas    
 Bachelor of Science, Arkansas State University
Preston Joseph Paden Special Education Kindergarten-12 Burleson, Texas    
 Bachelor of Arts, Harding University
Jessica Lynn Roberts Special Education Kindergarten-12 Rogers, Arkansas    
 Bachelor of Science, University of Phoenix

MASTER OF EDUCATION

 NAME EMPHASIS HOMETOWN
 Lacey Leigh Campbell Educational Leadership Greenbrier, Arkansas    
  Bachelor of Science, Peru State College
 Adam Morgan Leatherwood Educational Leadership Hot Springs, Arkansas    
  Bachelor of Arts, Arkansas Tech University
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 NAME EMPHASIS HOMETOWN
 Brianna Nicole Allman Reading with Dyslexia Sherwood, Arkansas    
  Bachelor of Arts, Harding University
 Megan Leigh Ballard Reading with Dyslexia Middleton, Tennessee    
  Bachelor of Arts, Harding University
 Anna Eloise Farris Reading with Dyslexia Owens Cross Roads, Alabama   
  Bachelor of Arts, Harding University
 Rachel Elizabeth Gansz Reading with Dyslexia Newport, Arkansas    
  Bachelor of Arts, Harding University
 Julie Celeste Moser Reading with Dyslexia Stone Ridge, Virginia    
  Bachelor of Arts, Harding University
 Ashley Nicole Reinert Reading with Dyslexia Albuquerque, New Mexico   
  Bachelor of Arts, Harding University
 Abigail Bernita Sleege Riggs Reading with Dyslexia Cedar Rapids, Iowa    
  Bachelor of Arts, Harding University
 Rebecca Anne Rowsey Reading with Dyslexia Bartlett, Tennessee    
  Bachelor of Arts, Harding University
 Briley Alison Saunders Reading with Dyslexia Birmingham, Alabama    
  Bachelor of Arts, Harding University
 Sophia Grace Stanley Reading with Dyslexia Searcy, Arkansas    
  Bachelor of Arts, University of Mississippi
 Pamela Jean Derwin Special Education Siloam Springs, Arkansas   
  Bachelor of Arts, Harding University
 Breah Evans Poplin Special Education Blytheville, Arkansas    
  Bachelor of Science, Tarleton State University
 Capri Bell Salaam Special Education Alexander, Arkansas    
  Master of Arts in Teaching, Arkansas Tech University

MASTER OF SCIENCE

 NAME EMPHASIS HOMETOWN
 Pamela Jean Dalton Professional School Counseling Bella Vista, Arkansas    
  Bachelor of Science, Louisiana State University and A&M College

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN EDUCATION

 NAME EMPHASIS HOMETOWN
 Thibault Andre Gerard Waeles Teaching English as a 2nd Language Perpignan, France   
  Bachelor of Sciences, Technologies, Health, University of Montpellier

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN MARRIAGE & FAMILY COUNSELING/THERAPY

 NAME  HOMETOWN
  Jacklyn Rashelle Byers  Gilmer, Texas     
  Bachelor of Science in Education, Williams Baptist University
 Anna Rebekah Johnson  Vilonia, Arkansas    
  Bachelor of Science, Trevecca Nazarene University
 April Diane Lane  Conway, Arkansas    
  Bachelor of Arts, University of Central Arkansas
 Wen-Ya Lee  Batesville, Arkansas    
  Doctor of Philosophy, The University of Texas Health Science Center at Houston
 Husnia Sophia Rasul  Searcy, Arkansas    
  Bachelor of Science, California State University, Dominguez Hills
 Kayley Marie Underwood  Hernando, Mississippi    
  Bachelor of Science, Harding University
 Benjamin Albert Wagner  Hermitage, Pennsylvania   
  Bachelor of Business Administration, Harding University
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EDUCATION SPECIALIST

 NAME EMPHASIS HOMETOWN
 Sandra Ann Castillo Daneri Clinical Mental Health Counseling Harvest, Alabama    
  Master of Science, Harding University
 Rachel Michelle Foote Clinical Mental Health Counseling Searcy, Arkansas    
  Master of Science, Harding University
 Lee Ann Forbes-Belue Clinical Mental Health Counseling Memphis, Tennessee    
  Master of Science, Harding University
 Lisa Underwood Fuller Clinical Mental Health Counseling Searcy, Arkansas    
  Master of Science, Harding University
 Abbey Mae Giboney Clinical Mental Health Counseling Searcy, Arkansas    
  Master of Science, Harding University
 Mikalah Breanne Hanes Clinical Mental Health Counseling Lapel, Indiana     
  Master of Science, Harding University
 Katherine Elizabeth Harper Clinical Mental Health Counseling Missouri City, Texas    
  Master of Science, Harding University
 Samantha Marie Mankey Clinical Mental Health Counseling Bald Knob, Arkansas    
  Master of Science, Harding University
 Olivia Ohene-Djan Okai Clinical Mental Health Counseling Nsawam E/R, Ghana   
  Master of Science, Harding University
 Alexis Ruiz Ortiz Clinical Mental Health Counseling Searcy, Arkansas    
  Master of Science, Harding University
 Audrey Denean Parker Clinical Mental Health Counseling Blytheville, Arkansas    
  Master of Science, Harding University
 Matthew Brandon Reed Clinical Mental Health Counseling Memphis, Tennessee    
  Master of Science, Harding University
 Andrea K. Roesch Clinical Mental Health Counseling Searcy, Arkansas    
  Master of Science, Harding University
 Kathryn Michaels Shaffer Clinical Mental Health Counseling Bentonville, Arkansas    
  Master of Science, Harding University
 Lori Ann Wilson Clinical Mental Health Counseling De Witt, Arkansas    
  Master of Science, Harding University
 Peter Romano Counseling Newark, Delaware    
  Master of Science, Harding University
 Virginia Lavelle Henry Educational Leadership Little Rock, Arkansas    
  Master of Education, University of North Texas

DOCTOR OF EDUCATION IN EDUCATIONAL LEADERSHIP

 NAME EMPHASIS HOMETOWN
 Jennifer Mae Fisher Educational Leadership Searcy, Arkansas    
  Master of Science, University of Central Arkansas
  Dissertation: Effects of Self-Reflection on the Perceived Value of Peer Feedback in a Course Using Team-Based Learning
 Cedric E. Hawkins Sr. Educational Leadership Stuttgart, Arkansas    
  Educational Specialist, Harding University
  Dissertation: Race, Gender, and Socioeconomic Status Predicting Reading Achievement for Arkansas Delta Students in Grades 6-8
 Billy Kim Maxey Educational Leadership Fayetteville, Arkansas    
  Educational Specialist, Harding University
  Dissertation: Gender, Socioeconomic Status, Race, and Change Over Time on Science Achievement for a Northwest Arkansas District
 Henry Anderson Educational Leadership P-20 Jacksonville, Arkansas 
 (awarding posthumously) 
  Educational Specialist, University of Arkansas at Little Rock
  Dissertation: Participation in Summit Learning by Change Over Time on Academic Achievement for 10th-Grade Students in  
  Central Arkansas 
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 NAME EMPHASIS HOMETOWN
 Coniell Windham Bursac Educational Leadership P-20 Plantation, Florida    
  Master of Education, Harding University
  Dissertation: A Longitudinal Study of High School Success, College Readiness, and College Success Among High School Students
 Matthew Willis Mellor Educational Leadership P-20 Alexander, Arkansas    
  Educational Specialist, Harding University
  Dissertation:  Effects of Breakfast Delivery Systems and School Poverty on School and Student Outcomes in Arkansas
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COLLEGE OF PHARMACY
Jeff Mercer, Pharm.D.
Dean of the College

DOCTOR OF PHARMACY

 NAME HOMETOWN
 Elizabeth Ackerman Gardendale, Alabama    
  Bachelor of Science, University of Alabama at Birmingham
 Sugey G. Arias-Resendiz Alexander, Arkansas    
  Pre-Pharmacy Studies, Pulaski Technical College
 Laurie Marie Bell Hector, Arkansas    
  Cum Laude 
  Bachelor of Science, Arkansas Tech University
 Tatum Leigh Bishop Rogers, Arkansas    
  Associate of Science, Northwest Arkansas Community College
 Kayla Dawn Boyd Cave City, Arkansas    
  Bachelor of Science, Lyon College
 Robert Lane Callahan Rosie, Arkansas    
  Cum Laude 
  Bachelor of Science, Arkansas State University
 Jonathan Daniel Clark Wagoner, Oklahoma    
  Bachelor of Science, Harding University
 Jamie S. Coalson Katy, Texas     
  Magna Cum Laude 
  Pre-Pharmacy Studies, Harding University
 Aritney Breshe’ Cooper Virginia Beach, Virginia    
  Cum Laude 
  Master of Business Administration, Harding University
 Ashlynn McKenzi Dacus Bay, Arkansas     
  Magna Cum Laude 
  Pre-Pharmacy Studies, Arkansas State University
 Kristen Tierra Dixon Dublin, Georgia    
  Master of Business Administration, Savannah State University
 Madison Knipe Forthman Springdale, Arkansas    
  Pre-Pharmacy Studies, Harding University
 Emily Nicole Gastro Waterloo, Illinois    
  Summa Cum Laude 
  Pre-Pharmacy Studies, Harding University
 Ashley Renee Herbst Union, Missouri    
  Magna Cum Laude 
  Pre-Pharmacy Studies, Harding University
 Jeremy C. Howard Coldwater, Mississippi    
  Bachelor of Science, Harding University
 Ryan Scott Huskey Strawberry, Arkansas    
  Bachelor of Science, University of Arkansas at Little Rock
 Jordan Lee Jackson Sulphur Springs, Texas    
  Bachelor of Science, Southern Arkansas University
 Ashley Shea Jennings Hot Springs, Arkansas    
  Bachelor of Science, University of Arkansas
 Steven Edward Koepsell Rockford, Illinois    
  Master of Business Administration, Harding University
 Nathan E. Lamb Jonesboro, Arkansas    
  Summa Cum Laude 
  Pre-Pharmacy Studies, Harding University
 Brandon Huy Luong Sugar Land, Texas    
  Associate in Science, Houston Community College
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  NAME HOMETOWN
 Dulce Maria McCullar Cabot, Arkansas     
  Cum Laude 
  Bachelor of Chemistry, Pharmacy, Biology, The Universidad Autónoma del Estado de México
 Zachary B. McGriff Grinnell, Iowa      
  Pre-Pharmacy Studies, Grinnell College
 Andrew J. McKeown Wilmar, Arkansas     
  Associate of Arts, University of Arkansas at Monticello
  Sooyah Milambo Mhlanga Searcy, Arkansas 
  Bachelor of Science, University of Arkansas at Little Rock
 Claire Suzanne Moyer Conway, Arkansas     
  Magna Cum Laude
  Pre-Pharmacy Studies, University of Central Arkansas
 Lincoln Errol Neal Santa Maria, California     
  Master of Business Administration, Harding University
 Avneet B. Patel Searcy, Arkansas     
  Magna Cum Laude 
  Pre-Pharmacy Studies, University of Arkansas
 Madeline Quynh-Anh Phan Fort Smith, Arkansas     
  Pre-Pharmacy Studies, University of Central Arkansas
 Courtney Renee Phillips Wichita, Kansas 
  Bachelor of General Studies, Wichita State University
 Kristin E. Russell Monterey, Louisiana     
  Master of Business Administration, Harding University
 Caleb A. Shelton Jonesboro, Arkansas     
  Cum Laude 
  Bachelor of Science, Arkansas State University
 Kayely-Morganne Shields Little Rock, Arkansas
  Bachelor of Science, Belhaven University
 Kaylee Michelle Welcher Ward, Arkansas     
  Pre-Pharmacy Studies, Arkansas State University-Beebe
 Andrea Leeann Winters Spiro, Oklahoma     
  Master of Business Administration, Harding University
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CANDIDATES FOR SPECIAL HONORS

HONORS COLLEGE GRADUATES WITH DISTINCTION
(Those who have completed 26 or more hours of honors credit, including four honors contracts and an honors capstone project 
or thesis, while maintaining at least a 3.50 GPA.)

 NAME MAJOR/SECOND MAJOR OR DEGREE HOMETOWN
 Mary Elizabeth Edwards Elementary Education  Royse City, Texas
      The Effects of Phonological Awareness Intervention in Underachieving Students
 Vivian Alejandra Fuentes Caracun International Business/Management Mixco, Guatemala
       ULTA Beauty Marketing Plan: International Launch in Guatemala
 Dylin T. Gay Molecular & Cellular Biology Floral, Arkansas
       Designing a Pre-Professional Health Preparation Course
 Mary Grace Golden Communication Studies/ Columbia, Tennessee
   Public Administration  
       Unpacking Political Identity in First-Time Voting Christian Women: An Interpretative Phenomenological Analysis
 Katelyn Elizabeth Hawkins Psychology Sherwood, Arkansas
       The Effects of a Narrative Intervention on Gender Attitudes in Students at a Christian University   
 Konrad Franklin Heyen Computer Science Houston, Texas   
       Developing Situational Guidance for Capstone Project Team Leaders
 Ce’jae Jalisa Hodge Nursing Saint Thomas, U.S. Virgin Islands
       Bridging the Gap of Racial Disparities in Healthcare: Development of a Self-Assessment Tool to Bring Awareness of Implicit Racial Bias
 Eliana G. John Molecular & Cellular Biology Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 
       Free Radicals Promote Prolonged Activation of Epidermal Growth Factor Receptors
 Eric A. Johnson American Studies Gahanna, Ohio
       The Freedmen’s Bureau and Black Land Ownership in Arkansas
 Everett Belle Kirkman Public Relations Searcy, Arkansas
       Digital Pulpit: A Thematic Analysis of Evangelical Leaders’ Statements on Twitter in the Two Weeks Following the Jan. 6 Capitol Riot
 Mason Vaughn LaFerney Mathematics/Computer Science Searcy, Arkansas
       Predicting Probabilistic Cellular Automata using Feed Forward Neural Networks
 Audrey Virginia Lawrence Chemistry Anchorage, Alaska
       Synthesis and Characterization of Silver Thione Complexes
 Grace T. Long Cognitive Neuroscience Huntsville, Alabama
       The Effects of Twitter Posts Regarding COVID-19 Information on the Viewer’s Perception of Credibility: A Study on Misinformation
 Julio Eduardo Montenegro Solis International Business/Finance Chinandega, Nicaragua
       Starbucks en Nicaragua Marketing Plan: Rediscovering the Soul of Starbucks
 Mackenzie Debra Richmond Psychology/Leadership & Ministry Searcy, Arkansas
       Differences in Student Classification and Perceptions of Success
 Lillian Jayne Robey Finance Lawrenceburg, Tennessee
      Leveraging Entrepreneurial Skills to Assist Marginalized Communities through Established Non-Profits
 Makenna Elaine Roehr Psychology Escondido, California
       Assessing School Climate at a Local Private School: Executive Summary Report
 Joshua C. Shockley Spanish Portland, Tennessee
       The Effects of Musical Experience and Aptitude on Phonological Skills in a Foreign Language
 Seth A. Sims Biochemistry Woodward, Oklahoma
       Investigation of Cotinine Concentration found in Saliva of Smokers and Vapers in Demographic Sectors
 Kelsey Ann Smith Integrative Studies Owasso, Oklahoma
       Violence Reduction Strategies: Balancing Efficacy, Safety, and Accountability in the Criminal Justice System Through Practical Policy Reform
 Hayley Kate Webb Multimedia Journalism Bentonville, Arkansas
       More Than an Athlete: A Qualitative Analysis of How Student-Athletes Develop Self-Authorship Through Their Experiences in Athletics
 Alicen Elizabeth Wilcox Biochemistry & Molecular Biology Paragould, Arkansas
       Microglia Polarize in Response to Transactive Response DNA-binding Protein-43 (TDP-43) and Display Partial Recovery After
  Removal of  the Stimulus     
 Keenan Scott Zehner II Psychology Searcy, Arkansas
      The Effect of Music on Working Memory
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PRESIDENT’S LIST
(Undergraduate candidates with 4.00 GPA achieved with all letter grades of A.)

NAME  MAJOR/SECOND MAJOR OR DEGREE HOMETOWN
Jenna Lea Akins Psychology Cumming, Georgia
Laura Grace Ashburn Computer Science/Mathematics Huntsville, Alabama
Noel A. Bafford Computer Science Albion, Illinois
Charles Weston Bailey Molecular & Cellular Biology Brentwood, Tennessee
Abbey Lynn Bryan Biomedical Engineering Big Spring, Texas
Kenneth Tyler Burdette Bible & Ministry Charleston, West Virginia
Haley L. Burmeister Interior Architecture & Design Imperial, Missouri
Allison Nicole Carpenter Integrated Marketing Communication New Braunfels, Texas
Emily Elise Carpenter Management New Braunfels, Texas
Lindy Marie Carpenter Management New Braunfels, Texas
Kole B. Croffoot Mathematics Chandler, Arizona
Parker D. Cutbill Computer Science Spring Hill, Tennessee
Mary Elizabeth Edwards Elementary Education Royse City, Texas
Abigail Ingraham Everson Elementary Education Brentwood, Tennessee
Vivian Alejandra Fuentes Caracun International Business/Management Guatemala City, Guatemala
Lindsey Brieann Goudeau Special Education Benton, Arkansas
Grace Ann Green History Cumming, Georgia
Katelyn Elizabeth Hawkins Psychology Sherwood, Arkansas
Aaron Patrick Hill Bible & Preaching Hewitt, Texas
Eric A. Johnson American Studies Gahanna, Ohio
Clayton William Loudermilk English Estill Springs, Tennessee
Lydia Ruth Marshall Theatre Education, 7-12 Westminster, Colorado
Zoe Allison McCurley Communication Sciences & Disorders Abilene, Texas
Julio Eduardo Montenegro Solis Finance/International Business Chinandega, Nicaragua
Emily Claire Nixon Accounting/Finance Nashville, Tennessee
Derek Steelman Nutt Applied Studies-Science Corsicana, Texas
Molly Kate Passmore English Fort Mill, South Carolina
Julie E. Record Integrated Marketing Communication Meridianville, Alabama
David Scott Reed Finance/Management Vienna, Virginia
Bonnie Kathryn Ritchie Information Systems Nashville, Tennessee
Jaylynne E. Roberts Social Work Oklahoma City, Oklahoma
Makenna Elaine Roehr Psychology Escondido, California
George Alan Shultz Biochemistry & Molecular Biology Troutman, North Carolina
Noah Braden Staggs Integrative Studies Columbia, Tennessee
Cassidy Elyse Waldron Molecular & Cellular Biology Madison, Alabama
Nora A. Waller Communication Sciences & Disorders Berryville, Arkansas
Hayley Kate Webb Multimedia Journalism Bentonville, Arkansas
Hallie Joy Whittington Communication Sciences & Disorders San Antonio, Texas
Alicen Elizabeth Wilcox Biochemistry & Molecular Biology Paragould, Arkansas
Virginia Oleda Woods Middle Level English, Language & Math Brentwood, Tennessee
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Robert C. Walker, chairman    Decatur, Alabama
Charles A. Ganus, vice chairman    Searcy, Arkansas
John O. Simmons, secretary    Columbia, Tennessee
Harold R. Redd, treasurer    Memphis, Tennessee
Tim Bewley      Hendersonville, Tennessee
David B. Burks, ex-officio     Searcy, Arkansas
Craig Cheatham      Colorado Springs, Colorado
Stephanie Cochran     Bentonville, Arkansas
James H. Cone, Jr.     Little Rock, Arkansas
W. Harrell Freeman     Metairie, Louisiana
Richard H. Gibson     Longview, Texas
James D. Holsombake     Panama City, Florida
Lindy Ingram      Magnolia, Texas
Michael Justus      Searcy, Arkansas
John D. Reese      Searcy, Arkansas
David V. Waldron     La Vergne, Tennessee
Rodney Waller      Arlington, Texas
Joe Wild      Vero Beach, Florida
Howard Wright      Atlanta, Georgia

SENIOR STATUS
Robert L. Brackett                                                           Vero Beach, Florida
Roy A. Reaves, past chairman    Russellville, Arkansas 

Board of Trustees

DAVID B. BURKS, Ph.D., CPA, president of the University 
DAVID COLLINS, Ed.D., executive vice president
BRYAN BURKS, DBA, CPA, vice president for Advancement
KEITH CRONK, M.Litt., senior vice president and chief information officer
TAMMY HALL, MBA, vice president for Finance and chief financial officer
STEVE LAKE, B.A., vice president for Enrollment Services
JIM MARTIN, D.Min., vice president for the School of Theology
JEFF MORGAN, M.Ed., director of Athletics
MARTY SPEARS, Ph.D., provost and chief academic officer
J. WARREN CASEY, Ph.D., dean of the College of Arts & Humanities
MONTE COX, Ph.D., dean of the College of Bible & Ministry
ALLEN FRAZIER, Ph.D., dean of the Paul R. Carter College of Business Administration
ZANE GASTINEAU, Ph.D., dean of the College of Sciences
KEVIN KEHL, Ed.D., dean of the Honors College and University College
SUSAN KEHL, Ph.D., RN, CNE, dean of the Carr College of Nursing and Harding Online
RAYMOND “DONNY” LEE, Ed.D., dean of the Cannon-Clary College of Education
MIKE MCGALLIARD, Sc.D., dean of the College of Allied Health
JEFF MERCER, Pharm.D., dean of the College of Pharmacy
MARK POWELL, Ph.D., dean of the School of Theology

 Officers of Administration
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Near the foothills of the Ozarks,
Midst of hill and plain; Stands our glorious Alma Mater;

Harding is her name.

Chorus:
Sing the chorus, shout it loudly!

Echoing thro’ the vale.
Hail to thee, beloved Harding!

Alma Mater, Hail!

Christian standard is her motto;
Christian life is stressed; And in ev’ry branch of learning,

Each one does his best.

Harding opens wide her portals,
Thus inviting all

Who would tread the path to knowledge, Heed then to her call.

Alma Mater

“Be Still, My Soul”

Be still, my soul; the Lord is on thy side.
Bear patiently the cross of grief or pain;
Leave to thy God to order and provide; 
In ev’ry change He faithful will remain.

Be still, my soul; thy best, thy heav’nly Friend
Thru thorny ways leads to a joyful end.

Be still, my soul; thy God doth undertake
To guide the future as He has the past.

Thy hope, thy confidence let nothing shake;
All now mysterious shall be bright at last.

Be still, my soul; the waves and winds still know
His voice who ruled them while He dwelt below.

Be still, my soul; the hour is hast’ning on
When we shall be forever with the Lord;

When disappointment, grief and fear are gone;
Sorrow forgot, love’s purest joys restored.

Be still, my soul; when change and tears are past,
All safe and blessed, we shall meet at last.
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Harding University has a rich history of quality education. Harding was 
chartered as a senior college in 1924 when two junior colleges, Arkansas 
Christian College and Harper College, merged their facilities and assets, 
adopted the new name of Harding College, and located on the campus of 
Arkansas Christian in Morrilton, Arkansas. The school was moved to Searcy 
in 1934, and the board of trustees approved a recommended change of 
Harding to university status in 1979.

Harding was named in memory of James A. Harding, a pioneer Christian 
educator who founded Nashville Bible School (now Lipscomb University) in 
Tennessee. He challenged his co-workers with an enthusiasm for Christian 
education that remains a significant tradition at Harding University.

At the charter, J.N. Armstrong, who had served five years as Harper’s president, 
became president of Harding College, holding the office from 1924-36.

In 1936, George S. Benson returned from mission work in China to assume 
the presidency of his alma mater. Benson directed the college from a deep 
indebtedness into a state of financial stability, national recognition and academic 
accreditation. He retired in 1965 after 29 years of tireless service.

Dr. Clifton L. Ganus Jr., a 1943 graduate, served as president from 1965 to 
1987. A former history department chair and vice president of the college,
Ganus kept alive his predecessors’ drive for excellence by leading a plan of 
campus improvement and expansion. At his retirement, Ganus became Harding’s 
first chancellor and then served as chancellor emeritus from 2013 until his death 
in September 2019.

Dr. David Burks became the fourth president in 1987. A 1965 graduate, he 
has been a member of the faculty since 1967 and served as dean of the College of 
Business Administration. Under his leadership, the University experienced record 
growth in enrollment and giving and, more importantly, placed significant 
emphasis on Christian servanthood. 

Dr. Bruce McLarty, a 1978 graduate and the University’s fifth president, 
served as president from 2013 to 2020. Prior to this role, McLarty was the first 
vice president of spiritual life for the University. As the result of his doctoral 
work, the University adopted his five-chapter curriculum, “Embracing the 
Mission,” which focuses on maintaining the faith-based principles Harding was 
built upon. 

Chancellor David Burks resumed the role of president in December 2020 
and serves until Harding’s sixth president, Dr. Michael D. Williams, assumes 
the role on June 1, 2022. Like his previous administration, Dr. Burks’ goal is the 
integration of faith, learning and living. With that focus in mind, the University 
seeks to develop the whole person through a spiritual emphasis in academics, 
athletics, Bible class and chapel. Thus, Harding’s 4,970 students, representing 49 
states and more than 50 countries and territories, are empowered for ministry, 
church leadership and a lifetime of service.
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