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HARDING UNIVERSITY
Chartered in 1924 as a senior institution of higher learning

Harding University has a rich history of quality education within the hallmark of
Christian principles. This ceremony today recognizes the achievement of the students
who have devoted themselves to the goals and standards of the university.

Harding was chartered as a senior college in 1924, when two junior colleges,
Arkansas Christian College and Harper College, merged their facilities and assets,
adopted the new name of Harding College, and located on the campus of Arkansas
Christian in Morrilton, Arkansas. Harper had been founded in 1915 in Harper,
Kansas, and Arkansas Christian had been chartered in 1919.

The school was moved to Searcy in 1934 after the purchase of a site on which
Galloway Women'’s College had operated.

Harding was named in memory of James A. Harding, a pioneer Christian educator
who founded Nashville Bible School (now David Lipscomb College) in Tennessee. He
challenged his co-workers and associates with an enthusiasm for Christian education
that remains a significant tradition at Harding University.

At the charter, J. N. Armstrong, who had served five years as Harper's president,
became president of Harding College.

In 1936, George S. Benson returned from mission work in China to assume the
presidency of his alma mater. Benson, one of Harding’s first graduates, directed the
college from a deep indebtedness into a state of financial stability, national recogni-
tion and academic accreditation. When Dr. Benson retired in 1965, his 29 years of
tireless service were more than evident in a multi-million-dollar campus, regional ac-
creditation, a strong faculty and a continually growing student body.

Dr. Clifton L. Ganus, Jr., a 1943 graduate, served as president from 1965 to 1987. A
former history department chairman and vice president of the college, Dr. Ganus
kept alive his predecessor’s drive for excellence by leading a plan of campus improve-
ment and expansion. During his administration, enrollment increased from 1,472 in
the fall of 1965 to 2,767 in the fall of 1986. Seven major academic buildings, four large
residence halls and several married students’ apartments were constructed. A $1
million addition to the science building was completed in 1984. Also, six academic
buildings were renovated and/or enlarged. The Nursing Program, Social Work Pro-
gram, Mission/Prepare Program, School of Biblical Studies and the Harding Universi-
ty in Florence (HUF) programs were developed during his administration. In Mem-
phis, Tennessee, the Graduate School of Religion experienced significant growth,
received accreditation by the Southern Association and added the Doctor of Ministry
degree to its program. At his retirement, Dr. Ganus became Harding’s first chancellor
and in his honor the Board of Trustees named the physical education complex the
Clifton L. Ganus Jr. Athletic Center.

The Board of Trustees approved a recommended change of Harding to university
status and on August 27, 1979, the name of the institution officially became Harding
University.

Dr. David B. Burks became president May 19, 1987, and was inaugurated as the
fourth president on Sept. 18, 1987. A 1965 graduate, he has been a member of the
faculty since 1967 and has served as Dean of the School of Business.

Dr. Burks initiated a theme, “Integrating Faith, Learning and Living” as the goal of
his administration, developing the whole person through a commitment to the Bible
as the Word of God — in academics; Bible classes and chapel; athletics; the concept
of ministry for all students; the development of church leaders and preachers for
service to the church.

Last fall, a record 3,284 students registered for classes, representing 47 states and 27
foreign countries.

Harding is committed to the development of a solid foundation of intellectual,
physical and spiritual values upon which students may build useful and happy lives.
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