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HARDING COLLEGE LIVING LIBRARY OF MISSIONS

This is July 22, in Paris, France, This is Winfred Wright and 1 am talking to
Don Hindsley., Don and his wife, Claudia and their children have been in Paris
since 1958,

I appreciate, Don, your talking the time to discuss with us some of your views

of mission work and telling us about your work here in Paris, Would you give us
a brief outline of the work, the history of the work here in Paris since you came
in 1958?

Hindsley: We came to Paris in 1958 in the month of August without our visa and
because of this we were forced to leave France and go to Belgium for L% months,
With the prayers of many brethren and the help that they gave to us in the States,
we were able to come back to France and to begin our work here in this congree
gation. This congregation had already been established by missionaries that had
come to Franece in 1949, When we came there were about 15 faithful members with
the French congregation, After several years and after having started another
congregation in the city, we have now grown to 35 members,

There were several efforts put forth to teach the gospel to the people here dure
ing that time~swwork in the fair, work in meetings, campaigns and many other sueh
efforts were put forth to reach the people, At one time there were as many as
five preachers here and at the present time there are two working with this con-
gregation,

Wright: We hear quite often that the French people are indifferent to religion
or to Christianity at least, Would you give us some indiecation of the réligious
background of these people with whom you work? You said you had been here for
Bbout 12 years, You should know quite a bit how they think religiously,

Hindsley: The French people have, of course, been in Catholicism for many years.

e have read in history concerning the religious wars in France and how the peow
ple who did not accept Catholicism were persecuted and mistreated and driven from
France, Some historians estimate that there were at least 15 million French
people that were killed during the inquisitions, The Catholic Church has been
the predominating religion in France for many centuries, The people of France hawe
come to realize that the Catholic Chruch is making merchandise of their soul,
Beeause of this, many French people have turned from the Catholic Church to become
atheists. They have turned from the Catholic Chureh in the sense that they do not
practice their religion at alle They still consider themselves Catholic because
this is their society, In talking to many many French people they make the statee
ment that they are Catholic atheists, Once they have studied the history of the
Catholic Church in France and realize to what degree she has gone to making mere
chandise of souls, then we ean understand how a person can arrive at being a
Catholic atheist, Our great problem, of course, in this respect is trying to overe
come the disbelief in God beecause these people have been in this situation for so
long and God has come to mean nothing to them, It said by many French people that
the Catholic person goes to church four times in his lifew~when he is to be bape
tized, to partake of the first communion, to be married and to be buried, This
is religion for the majority of the French people,

Wright: As I've been traveling areand in France during the last few weeks, welve



noticed a growing economy. How would you describe the economic level of the
French people now? How does this affect your work with them?

Hindsley: The economic condition of France has improved very much in the last
few years, France is an old country based upon traditions., Because of this,
many ways of 1life are difficult to change. For many years, as an example, French
families would hot accept the refrigerator but now with the economy growing they
have begun to accept this and to put this into use and most French families now
have a refrigerator,

Now, the economic condition of the country is hurting our work in some respects,
Living in Paris where the economy is doing much better than many other places,
many people have bought cars and the thing that most of them look forward to is
their week end in the country. For this reason then, it is difficult to make

them understand that it is necessary to worship God and to participate in the wore
ship service on Sunday,

Economically the Freneh people as a nation has no need now of eeonomic help, 4
few years ago economic help was neeessary; therefore, many people came hunting
religion because they felt a need of religion in their life because of the lack
of economic stability, Now, with the economic gtability, they have begun to put
their faith in this rather than in God and therefore they are becoming independent
in this respect. They are becoming more difficult to work with,

Wright: I am sure that during your twelve years of work in Paris you have had
several challenges and obstacles that you've had to overcome, What would you
name as being the most serious challenges that you've had to meet in your work
here?

Hindgley: I think that one of the most setious challenges that we have faced in
the work here is the indifference of people toward religion,

Having to learn the French language is probably one of the most serious chale
lenges that we face, However, even though the French language was difficult,

being an American we are more readily accepted than even a French person and so

we are able to work with many French people that a French preacher eannot work with,
What I mean by this is that the French people do not know which class to put us

in socially and so they will accept us in any class whereas if a French person
comes from a low class, the upper class will not accept him, If he comes from

an vpper class, then the lower class will be afraid to put their confidence in him.

Aside from this I think indifference is the greatest challenge that we face, The
people are just indifferent toward religion. So we first have to show them that
they need God in their lives before we can actually begin to show them what is the
will of God concerning them, Indifference is very difficult to work with beeause
it is so difficult so many times to find a basis upon which to begin. ©Once, though
this basis is found, some people will accept.Gode We have to hegin with the

people here as you would with a first grader in school in trying to teach them
concerning God, Beeause of their indifference, they have just left God completely
out of their lives,



Wright: I think as you've described the French mentality and religious bew
1iefs, it is easy for us to see why the work in France is difficult. You have
found many people who are interested in being taught, What methods have you
used that seemed to be effective in reaching the French people?

Hindsley: One of the best methods that we have found to date is the Biple corre~
spondence work, A special correspondence course was begun by Brother J. Lee Roberts
which is called a Bible Contest, Actually, this is not a contest with other peoe
ple, but the course is destined to be a contest with one's self, If the per-

son who responds has enough interest in the Bible to finish the contest, then

a Bible is delivered to that person, The delivery of this Bivle affords us of
the opportunity to make the personal contact with a person that has showed an in~
terest in the Bible., This has proven to be very successful because after mak=-
ing this personal contact, we then show the Jule Mi31er filmstrips that have

been translated into Freneh and work with them beginning with this, Then after
these slide lessons are shown to them, then we have other methods of teaching
them~~chalk lessons, individual Bible studies=wbut without that first contact it
is very difficult to enter into a French person's home, So after a person has
shown an interest in the Bible by finishing the correspondence course, we have
this contact and we have several converts who are faithful to the church today

as a result of this Bible Contest program that is underway.

We might say that another work that goes hand in glove with the contest work is
the campaign work that we have been involved in in the French-speaking world,

In the campaign efforts a great deal of our time is spent distributing cards, and
invitations and in all the invitations and cards there is a response asked for
those who want to receive the Bible correspondence works As an example, this year
w ith 65 workers for two weeks and other groups that came in for one week we

were able to distribute 650,000 cards and in invitations. To date, we hawe re=
ceived 420 responses by mail and we had a total of 160 visitors to the gospel
meeting thatwas held in conjunction with the campaign, Of these L20 responses to
the Bible correspondenee program we have now 27 that have finished the Bible
course and that have already received their Bible, Of these 27 there is now a
study program or classes are being conducted with seven of these people. At least
ten others have promised that they will begin studying with the slide lessons
after the vacations in August., So you can see that the eampaign efforts are
really paying off in the respect that we are advertising and putting the Bible
into the hands of many people,

Wright: What methods have you used in the past that you've discarded because
they just haven't been very successful in France?

Hindsley: Perhaps one of the things that produced as little results as anything
was articles placed in the French speaking magazines, We had several articles
placed in these magazines and as far as we know there was only one family in
France that was ever converted in this manner., However, by this same method the
churéh was begun in the Cameroons and we have contact with many other people in
the French-speaking African countries that have responded as a result of this
method,



There is another problem that we have faced and that is with our printed matter,
It seems that this has never produced very much visible results because it takes
personal contact with the people to actually make them understand that they need
the Bible, Even though the French peopte read a lot, yet, by our printed pages
it seems that we have never really been able to contact people and to really
bring them to the realization that they need God in their life,

Wright: You mentioned, as you talked about the history of your work in Parisy
that at one time I believe there were five different preachers working here with
this congregation, I think we could classify this as a group method of evangelism,
What words of wisdom could you give us concerning group work, several preachers
working together in the same congregation,

Hindsley: I think that all would agree that group evangelism is a very wonderful
method, In group evangelism there must be a program outlined and definite plans
must be made just as early in the program as possible. When these plans are
lacking, then group evangelism is completely ineffective, I believe that many
times as we worked here toghther this was our problem, It seemed that many times
each one had a program going that was his own program to the exclusion of all oth-
ers, As a result, many conflicting works were done and many times we were found
not working completely to gether., So, if we are going to plan group evangelismg
we need to plan a program and stick with this program until it is proven by the
functiondng of this program that something else would be more effective, But

by all means have a planned work established just as early in the effort as pos=
sible.

Wright: In most new fields there seems to be a problem with training the local
people the new converts, What have you done and what are you doing now in Paris
towards the training of the new converts?

Hindsley: In the local congregation here we hawe been having men's training
classes to try to teach the men to take part in the worship service and even turn
the worship service over to the men, We féel that this is one of the great parts
of the work because many times these men here do not know even how to lead a
prayer because they have never been taught this in their religious training,
Most of them know how to cite a prayer that is already made for them but to lead
a congregation in a prayer service is not something that they can do very easily,

In our training program here in this congregation we are also getting the younger
members to preach and we now have one young man that preaches almost every Sunday
night, We have one other young man that is training now and we hope before long
some of the preaching load can also be turned over to him, We are trying to

make this congregation a self-supporting congregation in this respect,

Training programs are necessary so that if in the near future something should
happen so that no American evangelists is here they can carry on their work and
alse if they are trained to carry on their work, then this will mean that the
missionary will soon disappear and they will be a self~supporting, selfesuffieient
functioning congregation, We need to train people just as much as possible and
to teach them just as much as possible their responsibility in the local congres
gation and this is one of the efforts that we are putting forth at this time,



Wright: Another problem or at least an enlargement of this same problem is the
training of young men or older menwho would desire to preach either part time
or full time for the church, What is your attitude towards supporting these men

from America?

Hindsley: Of course, we realize that in answering this question we cannbt lay down
a hard and fast rule and say that the support has to be donme this way and no other
way., We've had some good results from preachers that have been paid from the
States, But we have also had some very sorrowful experiences in having preachers
on the payroll from the United S;ates. One of the great difficulties is that the
French people feel that they are without doubt working in this capacity because

of the pay, Of course, we realize that this is always t rue concerning a preacheer,

even in the States.

Also the preacher, when he is paid from the States, does not does not seem to
realize his true responsibility to the local congregation, Too often, once they
begin to preach in this capacity, then their responsibility is lost and they
turn to the idea of preaching for money even among themselves,

And also when there is more than one preacher in an area that is being sup-
ported by the church, they get together and compare salaries and then they begin
to complain concerning this., Whereas if they were preaching and being paid by
the local congregation in the country, then this would be discussed with that
local congregation rather than among themselves and a just salary could be ar-
rived at,

Another thing that makes it difficult is because of the difference in economic
situations in the two countries, The congregation in the States does not undere
stand that most of the time the needs of the preacher and the preacher in the
country does not understand fully the functioning of the church, Therefore, for
this reason there is a continual confliet between the native preacher and the
local congregations in the States which has his support,

Again, we cannot lay down a hard and fast rule for this, but definitely a preaeher
should be put on the payroll in the country, paid by the natives of that country
Just as soon as pogsible and get aw ay from the support of a preacher with the
American dollar just as soon as possible, Naturally, if at all possible, don't
put them on the Ameriean payroll, When this is necessary in the individual site
uation, get away from this situation just as soon as possible,

Wright: How do you feel about using American money for the building of church
buildings in France?

Hindsley: Again, this is a complex question that we cannot lay down a hard and
Tast rule to resolve the problem, However, again, it is better when at all pose
sible to let the peoplé of the local congregation decides om the building of

the building and also on the paying of the building. We realize, of course,

that in many instances a building is necessary to start a congregation, We might
say that it is a vicious circle, The building is necessary but how are you
going to build the building if you don't have a congregation? Soy when at all
possible, according to my thinking, it would be better to rent a building

until a congregation is sufficiently large enough to take eare of their own



building problems and then let them decide what building they want to build,
where they want it built, and what they want to pay for the building. In this
manner, they will feel a definite responsibility toward this building; therew
fore, getting away from the idea that somebody else paid for the building any~
way so why should we worry about it.

Wright: This has been your experience hére in Paris? This building was paid
for by Ameriecan money?

Hindsley: Mostly yes, by American money, But this has not been our problem here
in one respect and that is because unfortunately all except one family who was
here when the building was built and paid for with American dollars have since
left, The ones that are here now naturally have no idea as to how the building
was paid for, However, now with the congregation that we have, the congree~
gation is taking care of all the upkeep on the bufdding and all expenses in-
volved in the heating, the lighting and all other aspects of the work here so

we are trying to get away from the support from the States and in this way

we are giving them a responsibility in the work which they need and beeause of
this they seem to be growing spiritually because they see the need as it arises,

Wright: In clesing, would you give us a statement about how you feel concerne
ing the future of the work in Paris and in France in general?

Hindsley: The work as we realize has gone very slowly in France. It is a veyy
difficult field, However, here in Paris, after many years of slow, painful
growth, we are now arriving at a situation where the church, except for the sup=
port of the preacher, is completely self=supporting. We hope before long that
even the preacher‘'s support can be taken care of within the congregation here,
This is a healthy situation, This is a gsituation that puts the people who are
here directly before their responsibility, Now, the men here are in on all

the planning of the work. As an example, for the campaign that we just had

this year with the 65 workers for the two weeks and the others, this congregae
tion paid for all the expenses that were incurred here in the advertising, the
printing, ahd all things like that, They did this because they realized their
respongibility, and I firmly believe that as they realize their responsibility
the work can grow and so the future in this respect looks good because each one
is taking his responsibility. Another indication of the stability in this ree
spect is one of the native preachers was sick not too long ago and had to have an
operation, This congregation of 35 members gave the equivalent of $260 in special
coniribution to help and thus they accepted their responsibility.

Wright: Don, we are grateful for your work with the church here and for the fu~
ture that you see with this congergation, Thank you for your time.
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