











Jewish customs often explain even stranger things. In Luke 10,
we read about the sending of the Seventy to preach the gospel, and
Jesus' instructions regarding their travels. In verse 4 He says:
"greet no one along the road." #

It may seem strange to us that the Lord should have requiréd
such an antisocial attitude in the preaching of the gospel. How-
ever, Jewish greetings were very lengthy. When they met on the
road, the Jews would greet each other with a slow Shalom (peace),
bowing low to the right, from the waist. Then they repeated the
greeting, bowing to the left. After this they politely discussed the

affairs of the day, and on separating, repeated the Shalom. Such
greetings often lastedahalf an hour or more.
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We find this kind of idiom again in Luke 14:12: "When you
give a dinner or a supper, do not ask your friends, your brothers,
your relatives, nor your rich neighbors, lest fhey also invite you
back, and you be repaid. ™ ‘#/0

Wos the Lord saying that we should never invite friends,
brothers, relatives, or rich neighbors to eat with-us? Of course
not, except with regard to a heavenly reward (see V. 14).
teaches that we should be concerned about the poor and unfortuna
as a Christian duty. We are not to think of having dinners only
with our own interests in mind.
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Another case where the usual franslation is inadequate is in
Ephesians 6:14: "Stand therefore . . . having put on the breast-’
plate of righteousness.” Almost every English version translates
the Greek word thoraka as "breastplate; one part of the old Roma
armor. Only the New English Bible uses "coat of mail." This is
undoubtedly the best. Otherwise the point could be made that
when Christians turn their backs, they have no protection with only
a breastplate for cover. This was certainly not true of the Roman
soldier; he had protection completely around his body. Thayer's
Greek lexicon gives the meaning of the word thdraka as "a

breastplate or corselet, consisting of two parts and protecting the
body on boi'h sides fom the neck to the middle."

“Tho-kocrs
"Keys To Understanding and Teaching Your Bible" - By Thomas E.

Fountain
Page 44




Parts of days. The Hebrews regarded the day as composed of
evening and morning (Gen. 1:5). Any part of the twenty-four-
hour period was counted legally as a whole day. For this reason
the expression "on the third day" meant the same as "after three
days." In some modern cultures, notably the Spanish-speaking
couniries, the same custom is still in use. j,/:/ 2
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g Webster said, (Speech Faneuil Hall, 1852)

If we work upon marble, it will perish. If we work upon
brass, time will efface it. If we rear temples they will
crumble into dust. But if we work upon men's immortal minds,
if we imbue them with high principles, we engrave on those
tablets something no time can efface, and which will brighten

to all eternity. T e

Harding Lectures 1980
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The word parable is derived from two Greek terms: pera, a
preposition meaning "at the side of" or "next to"; and ballein, the
verb meaning "to throw." Together they indicate something place
alongside something else in order to show the similarity between th
two. Briefly, a parable is a story that demonsirates the likeness
or similarity between some common event and an eternal reality.
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