


The consistency with which second-century authors make the 
statements whi ch they do would have been impossible if this had 
not been the common Christian understanding earlier. It is 
inconceivable that the whole Christian world reversed its under
standing of the meaning of its central rite of conversion within 
50 years of the lifetime of the apostles. 
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ATTENDANCE 
For three months now 

our elders have been mak
~. an att·enoance check in 
tlb1.ch you have been ve1t;Y 
k1.nd in "registering" at 
every service. There n.t.ve 
been regularly 

strrloes 
the 

times; tillo wo~ 
5 't'tma's ,(Ito. 

One A.~ tWf)lv. 
()311l%) of . consreg~ 
~iAaatteR(fe""" ... 
1>3 services.' 

~b~:recl""w.at"'" 
,% worshipped ~ 

~ ••• j; 

.". 
Otb'er ways. 
think of the r~~·.(l1 



1:f a boy asxiHl for a jo"b e1eUverin, tele,r ••• , he 
would not he a11ow.4 to 'select the MfUO,U he would 
'dcaliver.. He could not alx for the I",e.sa, •• whi~ announce 
weddiJ'lgs, hirth. $n4 advances in the stock Market b\lt ' 
ref\tse to deliver thole th3t told of l~Uit,UIMSS $M 
death.. His function is to take every message that come. 
and deliver it as rapid as posslhl€l to who. it was 
a4dres$EHll. Thus must a minhter of 'Ute Gospel .. J)f~Chl'lFift 
look upon. his work. .~' 





LlFE'S MOST IfXTENSIVE DIRECTIVE 1 
Matt. 28: 18-20 

I. From the most popular book, the most 
quoted words: 

att. 28: 18-20 
A. "No passage more freighted with truth "1 

Coffman. 
B. Most comprehensive "AIls" ever penne~ 
C. Candid exam of men. 

1. Some worshipped. 
2. Some doubted - Mixed reaction. 
3. Some slow to believe. 

D. Went to Galilee - away from crucifixion 
event - thus get a clearer view of the 
pietllre. 

II. The Directive 
A. From one with All Power. 

1. Claimsfdl power III the right to 
exercise it. 

2. Tho earlier all power yet it was 
somewhat curtailed (as lepers sent 
to priest). 

3. Now unlimited over Heaven III Earth. 
4. In the end He will raise all men III 

judge them. 
5. This is the reward of Jesus' labors. 

Eph. 1: 19-23 
Phil. 2: 9-10 

Col. 1: 18 
6. He is now invested with all authority. 

7. Word for authority - EXOUSIA -
divine authorization. 

8. Thus we see there is no head of 
church on earth except Jesus. 



2. 1 
9. He not only has power but 

it correctly. 
will use : 

B. Participles & the Verb 
1. Go 

jMatt. 10: 5 
15:24 

a) Sharp contrast to earlier "go not"~ 

b) Not so much come to church but 
go to lost. 

c) Go therefore because he com
manded + He is with you + He 
is worthy + they are lost. 

d) Go actually not a command but 
a present participle (going). 

2. Make Disciples 
a) Literally "having gone therefore 

make disciples." 
b) Here's the command. 
c) Brisk order. 
d) Make pupils - more than mental 

& understanding. 
e) Truth learned must be 

appropriated to life. 
f) Main verb - make disciples via 

baptizing & teaching. 
g) Extensive as all nations -

universal. 
h) Only by teaching is it done. 
i) "We are not called to be 

missionaries of maintenance, just 
keep the status quo" - Stanton. 



3. 1 
j) Seek the lost! 

(1) Shoulder to shoulder line 
them up, drive by 50 MPH, 
12 hrs. per day, take 3 1/2 
years to get to end of line. 

(2) Command to make disciples is 
one word MATHETEUSATE. 

(3) Our failure to disciple is 
already one of the failures 
of our discipleship. 

k) It means take his yoke, accept 
what he says as true, submit 
to his requirements . 

3. Baptize 

Acts, 2: 38 
Acts 2:41 

a) One of the requirements to 
become a disciple - teaching the 
other one name. 

b) Naturally not for infants. 
c) Must repent & receive word. 

d) Yet as McGarvey says it's 
disciples who are baptized - not 
nations - one must be a disciple 
before he can be baptized. 

e) Baptism brings us into divine 
relations to God. 

f) New birth and we will bear the 
name of the one in.to whom born. 

g) It's passive, middle voice, 
never active. 

h) People never baptize themselves 
but allow themselves to be 
baptized, something done to us. 



'1 4. I 

i) Christ's last words surely not 
introducing an insubordinate 
command. 

j) "Difficult to conceive when we 
read the last 'command of our 
Lord how men can avoid the 
conclusion that baptism is 
necessary." - Ryle 

k) He continued, "But that baptism 
is a matter of entire indifference 
and need not be used at all is 
an assertion which seems at 
variance with our Lord's words 
in this place." 

1) Obedience is the only proof of 
reality. 

4. Baptized into the Name 
a) Administered in Triune name. 
b) Cite one other command that is. 
c) Yet mere name & form is useless. 

5. That Name! 
a) Singular - one God. 
b) Baptism bring us into this vital 

relationship with God. 
c) Eis 
d) Brought into Creator, Redeemer, I 

Sustainer. I 
e) Every passage affirming God is , 

"one" emp, loys a word, which rnearul 
a compound rather than an I 
abstract unity." - Coffman I 

. I 

~I 



5. 
6. Teaching Us 

a) It precedes and follows baptism. 
b) Evangelize & edify. 
c) Walk with Christ. 

Phil. 3:9 
d) Church's perpetual mission. 
e) Note importance of it must be 

"of Christ." 
f) Anything not "of Christ" is 

invalid. 
Heb. 2:3 
In. 14:26 

16:13 
2 Pet. 1: 3 
1 Cor. 4: 6 
Jude 3 

I 

III. 

g) Jesus foresees no future time I 
when any part of his teaching I 
will be rightly judged as useless1 outmoded, superseded or untrue" 
Expositors. 

h) Everything he has commanded I 
must be. passed on to the very I 
end of the age. 

The Promise - With You! 
A. It's emphatic. 

1. Remember 
2. Look 
3. Take note 
4. Pay close attention. 

B. I 
1. Livingston made the coffin for his 

wife, lowered it in the ground, 



( 6. 
covered it with dirt, then said, 
"Jesus Christ is too much of a 
gentleman not to keep his word, 
let's get &n with the task." 

2. With you 
Isa. 43:2 

:16 
:18 
:19 

C. End of world 
1. Shows his immortality & that of the 

soul of man. 
2. Shows Lord has a plan. 
3. World comes to a climax some day. 
4. He came to be Emmanuel - God 

with us. He declares he is ever 
Emmanuel - with us. And when He 
comes to the end of his earthly 
ministry & is to leave the world -
I am with you. Now He is with us 
daily in pardon, forgiveness, 
sanctification, strength, defense, 
protection, lead & guide through." 
sorrow & joy time & eternity. 

I Thess. 4:17' 





THE PRIM~~'YVi' . 6'h< OF THE CHURCH 
, ' a··' 28:18 ... 20 
I. If a speaker. roosed the above subject, I'd 

consider his tredfmentincomplete unless he 
answered .4 questio,». 

hat do you medii by church? 
what authority do you tell me what is the 

primary work?, ( 
C. What is that primary 
D. Does your usage of prirTlar 

secondary effort, if so, ""n,nT.,,,,",'<', 

II. What do you mean by church? 
A. Jesus promised to build one. ' 

Matt. 16:18 
B. 50 days after his resurrection 3,000 were '~sea 

to it. 
Acts 2:38 

2:47 
1. It thus had been established. 
2. The promise was fulfilled. 

I Cor. 3 :11 ,1IC)ther fd. can no man lay, 
CoL 1:18 IIHe is the head ••. 011 things preemi 
Matt. 28:18 flAil authority is given unto 

C. It was & is the called out. 
lti. 8:11 liThe seed is the word 
James 1 :17-18 

1. Terms of entrance. , 
2. God adds to undenom. body. 
3. Christ He Priest - we priests. 

I Pet. 2:9 
(a) M. C. Kurfees quote. 



(b) R. l. Whiteside quote. 
2 1 

• i 

4. Church is the saved, the added, the Christians; 
its people after Christ. . 

III. By what authority do yOI:J tell me its primary work? 
A. I have 3 choices: 

1 • Current wisdom of men. 
2. Historic traditions of 2000 yr. 
3. The Bible. 

B. Choose latter. 
2 Tim. 3:16-17 JlAIl Script. 
2 Pet. 1:3 IIAccording as his divine power 

1. Life quote. 
2. Sign on bldg. "ls or Isnlt Chul'ch ll • 

3. Cath. & Bapt. "You ih yours, lin His". 
4. Theological trends. 
5. Wren clip on confidence. 

IV. What is the primary work? 
Matt. 28:18"" . 
Mk. 16:15-16 

A. To teach the way of Christ. < • 

1. Automatically assumes' the teooheFis obeying L 
the doctrine he teaches. 

2. Christ be formed in you! 
3. Teaching may take many forms: public, 

private, formal, informal, demonstration, 
example, etc. 

B. I thot I'd check this contention that teaching 
was the church's primary work by just reading 
an apostolic letter. tq a church.: I ,chose 
Galatians. Would you be interested in myh? 

reseafc • 



V. 2 HUnto the churches of Galatia 
Chapt. 1 
V. 6 Another gospel. 
V. 7 Gospel of Christ. 
V. 8 Preach gospe I • 
V. 8 Preached. 
V. 9 Preach any other gospe I • 
V. 11 Certify the gospel. 
V. 11 Wh i ch was preached. 
V. 12 I neither received it of man. 
V. 13 Nor was I taught ••• rev. of Jesus. 
V. 14 Tradition of fathers. 
V. 15 Call me by his grace. 
V. 16 Preach him among heathen. 
V. 23 Preached the faith. 
13 references to IIchurch of God II (V. 13) & 
churches in Christ (V. 22) so I'd think she was to 
teach! 
Chapter 2 
V. 2 Communicated the gospel. 
V. 2 Preach among Genti I es. 
V. 5 Truth of the gospel. " 
V.7 The gospel. 
V. 7 The gospel. ' 
V,. 9 Go to the heathen.. 
6 references here. 
Chapter 3 ' 
V. 1 Obey the truth. ~~ 
V. 1 Jesus Christ evidently set~., 
V. 5 Hearing of faith. dl 

3. 



V. 7 They of faith. 
V. 8 Preached gospel. 
V. 23 Before faith came. 
6 References I 
Chapter 4 
V. 6 Spirit of his Son into hearts. 
V. 13 Preached the gospel. 
V. 14 Me, an angel of God. 

4. 

V. 16 I tell you the truth. 
V. 28 Ch i I dre~ of prom i s: • H'· the tb?iNietflis 
V. 30 What salth the Scnptures.l;j,lt .fnh:! hr1 
6 References again. /'1htJf/"U1~ - }'Itla)~tlJ. 
Chapter 5 / r.be~, 
V. 7 Obey the truth. / 
V. 11 I yet preach. ! 
Chapter.6. ',(UcAzddem~.~t'al~ 
V. 6 Him that IS taught. -h'lC$)Sf4 (J-m?f. '!vife jliJe ' 
V. 6 Communicate. df-lolc/lelScnrMC - I 

V. 6 Teacheth in all ood. 

Does it seem to y we e to teach? 
Clip on Fractio I D' ciples. I 

IV. Are there s con ary things? , I 
A. Gal. sh ws is. ~tt 10 ~~eS5-60J w~J I 

1. Mess· ge augh!0 hi~V ~'r') p~SI"~? , 
1k~eal. 1 6 liTo reveal his son in me. II I 
u.¢ "/tI, a "I am cruc ified c Christ I 

. a • 'But when the full.ness of time I 
1
;ze,rlh1 'a. 4:19 liMy littl~. cf1ildr~~n of w~OI1,),_ 1 
e-~'t9 ~ C~ d ~'" v/J 1/IJeta, oY- .6t1"/'6 p::uiJ,S . I 
.9.Md-M" acter I?ro uc d'Jt/l: hm k;J u!tiS 'J,.""IA ''y-t. j 1-CfiW,,~' 5 WI bl'brHf.. S~ 7' (jl", U/7 j 



!:>. 

Gal. 1:22 In Christ,..?dllctlci(l~ ill +he dirr.dic/fl of 
Gal • ..@14 ffWalkednotuPI'f,ghtly acc.-iMl; 
Gal ~ :25-29", If we live ip the sp,~rit 

(a) Ave. Chr.(y"Aw.! ,- ~k It ts 
(b) Typical Am. no fj'li;J~dv'(,/{llJtl : 

3. Deeds done. ' 
Gal. 1:10 We should remember the poor 

heAl jtI;lil Gal. 5 :14 IIThou shalt love thy neighbor ; 
Gal. 6:10 As we have opport, unity "J, __ I 

~ciw.MJvV,6.~, g~I1-1' ~1st ww( b«;!dI1 IA/Tf'Yi I 

~f..uJ....t¥J.. g_ll.-1 I if fio/Ws h:JJ&.t:, 
~,IL; ~~4~' ~bfrI?- {lll/~~ b,sdt'Ldes.p~y.-
W~~d;~;:t~ 6itJ "1' ?om

effl1( lI-

, ~\ir' ' 
'~-~.' ~_~ - I 

~ - , 
~ I _ f 
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THE TERM "CHiJRCH" 
M. C. Kurfees writes in "G:ospel 

, Advocate"; 
"(1) The term 'church,' as used in 

the religious sense in th~ New T.eSta-, 
ment, means Christians or the ehil
dren of God under the leadership of 

! Christ. (2) As thus used in that vol-
i ume, it always, without exception~.: 

. includes' all· Christians or children of 
God in the locality or territory to 
which it i~ applied. The reader' mayl 

I safely rest on these two facts, fori 
, there is trot· a solitary exception to' 
eith~r ~of them in all the word of::: 
God." 





CHURCH~Man 

The early Christians did not • 
make moral judgment for them
selves; rather they accepted the 

. teaching of the Apostles who N ere constantly correcting and 
{ rebuking false doctrine. It 
~ eems to me tha t those who are 

trying to democratize the 
Church seek only to make God in 
their own image. -Letter in 
Life, quoted in Catholic Quote, 7-
70. 

CITIES 







BIBLE WAS VERBAllY INSPIRE N ORIGINAL 
18% REJECTED THE VIRGIN BIRTH OF CHRIST. 
11% REJECT CHRISTIS HISTORICAL, liTERAL RESURRECTION. 
ONLY 8~k THINK IT IMPORTANT TO PREACH THE UNIQUE 

DEITY OF' CHRIST. 
ONLY 93% OF EPISCOPALIAN CLERGY THOUGHT THE AFFIRMA

TION OF CHRf3T AS SAVIOUR AND LORD IMPORTANT, AND ONLY 
90% THOUGHT THE AFFIRMATION OF ONE SOVEREIGN Goo IM
PORTANT. 

As TO THE VERBAL INSPIRATION OF THE BIBLE, 87% OF' 
THE FUNDAMENTALISTS COUNTED iT IMPORTANT FOR CHURCH 
UNI TY AND 70% OF THE FUNDAMENTALISTS AND CONSERVATIVES. 
TAKEN TOGETHER DID SO, BUT ONLY 21% OF THE NED-ORTHODOX 
AND 23% OF THE LIBERAL MINISTERS AGREED. 

As TO THE VIRGIN BIRTH AND ITS IMPORTANCE .TO CHURCH 
UNITY, 48% OF PRESBYTERIANS, 52% OF METHODISTS, 83% OF 
EPISCOPALIANS, 87% BAPTISTS, AND 88% LUTHERANS HELD 
iT TO BE IMPORTANT; BUT ONLY 37% OF LIBERALS AND 44% 
OF NEO-ORTHODOX COUNTED iT SIGNIFICANT. 

THERE ARE MA OTHER pOl/TS THAT WERE 
THESE WIll IN CATE THAT \:/HERE Ll13ERALIS 
ORTHODOiv (BO~H OF THEM a;EFfNITE FACETS 

:!F:CO " 

HAVE IrtJVADEOhHE DENOMINATIONS THEY HA 
_:; 'ii 

EF FEe i ¥ 0 N F t{1T H • 

THISoJ! INFOMATION ALS 
OUi F~R U AND THAi W 

OUR oAN n y, PARTICU ft( ... 

LIBFRALISM, AN] NEO-
WHICH IS PRES 

--VISION 



• 



fractional Dtsc:iples 

In a national magazine I recently read a concise description of the ~"Verage 
American voter. He is 45, has 2.5 children, 1. 3 cars, and. 7 of a lawnmower. 
I am not sure how a man could have. 7 of a lawnmower or .5 of a child, but as a 
possessor of a Renault, it is easy to understand how a man can own .3 of a car. 

These figures set me to wondering about the average Christian. If we could 
conduct a poll, what would the statistics show? Would we have fractional (Jis~es? 
Like this . . . ' . . 

The average me m be r of the c h ur chis 42. He attends 2.7 servic,es a 
month. His contribution represents 1. 8% of his income. He . 
prayers a year (excluding grace at meals). He has invited .. ·• 

". to worship with him and has tought .017 persons the gospel 
. ""'-"c."cJr fractions are crimping the church. This fictional rn,"T"C".T'P 

Mr. Average Christian may be fanciful, but, I 'suspect, comes 
than we dare to admit. And it certainly is contrary to.the de 
Bible. . . . ..." 

.. And they continued stedfastly in the apostles' teaching . ." If And the. 
ofthem~hatbelievedwere of one heart and soul .. " "And every day, in the 
and. a~ home, they-ceased not to teach and to preach. " 

Down with fractions! Up with wholeheartedness! It is thehetter: waY. 
- '- Lanny Henninger 



wonder how anyone could 
and still remain Of course, these 
figures were not to indicate that 
most Christians are average, but average 
is about as high as most of us get. And 
most people are contented to be just aver
age. 

VVby make 
most 

in his 
bear many Mn'flMU' 

of the 
one bea\" 110 

the and not Bible 
could one hear so much about 

the necessity of keeping the heart clean 
and stiIlbe like· the Pharisees? A 
qUE,stl,:ms remain unansweted If 

not that we do not 
one who knows the truth and has any r~ 
spect for it wants to obey it. However, it 
is one thing to know the truth and some
things else to make a personal application 
of it. The truth in the sermon on the 
mount would solve difficulties of every 
nature. The answer to most questions can 
be found there. An application of these 
truths would stop wars, hatred, fears, un
just criticism, unkindness, malice and all 
the other enemies of a pure heart. Diffi
culties would not only be solved but they 
would never arise if everyone lived in 
keeping with this sermon. But how many 
Who heard that sermon made any personal 

101 

average that 
first century of CbrisitiaIlity 
Christians were not average. 
average in their giving. Some of 
all they had. They were not 
their activity. They went from bOl.lH 
house with the message of Christ. 
were not average in their devotion. 
loved the Lord more than the did an 
or anybody else. They were not 
their steadfastness. They were 
die for the cause of Christ. People 
cd about them. They marvelled at 
devotion. They were amazed at their 

And they were drawn to hear 
message. Thus every country had tnt! 

preached somewhere in it 
century. But the average 

day is not like that early church in 
and devotion, or any other way except 
preaching the same truths. VVe may 

can the 
Lord expects His people to be better than 
average. We are a chosen people, an eloot 
people, and a people for a purpose. If the 
purpose for which we are here is not fulfill
ed in our lives we are failures. When will 
we recognize that being a member of the 
church is more than being a member of 
some civic organization? VVhen will we 
realize that following the Lord is greater 
than following some politician? Unless we 
can realize how important our job is we 
will never be willing to do it. Let's climb 
above the average! Let's take advantage of 

(Continued on last page) 



S· OMETIME ago Dr. George 
.... ". poll-taker, revealed what 
and testing had disclosed 
reported in Newsweek. 

According to Dr. Galiup's ~11".lU!,!;;;.,,'f'· 
American people believe in God, 
the existence of life after 
one third say grace before ~ .•. ~" __ ' 
are very happy, 57 pet 
unhappy, and 1 per cent 
whether they are happy or 

The average American 
tall,weighs 158 pounds, 
are his favorite spectator 
ding two miles to work,and r,,>;I,,",,'·"'''' 
are happier than bachelors. 
brunettes,. three tenths 
redheads. To him, a 



love for same 
that he employed during courtship. She 
for him to shave more regularly, and h 
help her to care for the three children sh~ 

The typical American husband and wife 
10 P.M. on week nights and at 11 P.M. on 
asleep easily, and get up at 6 :30 A.M. 

8 A.M. on Sundays. 
+ + + 

THE MASTER'S SPIRIT 

A YOUNG ARTIST, who was studying under a great. 
one day to the studio to beg for permission to 

brush. The request was granted, and with a . 
young man went away to his own painting, ............. ,.., 
work would be much better. 

A short while later he returned with the brush, 
that he could do no better with it than he could 
brush. An assistant in the studio, hearing the young 
plaint, said to him: "Friend, it is not the master's brush 
but the master's devotion, the master's spirit." 




