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Acid Test

Among the hardest things
to do is trying to sound sick
when you phone the boss at
eight o'clock to tell him that
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Lab Course 1

Two farmers were talking
about their sons, who were
away at cpllege.

“What’s your boy going to
be when he gets through 1
school?” asked one man.

“He hasn’t said,” replied the
second, “‘but, judging from the
letters he writes home, 1
shouldn’t be surprised if he
turns out to be a professional
fund-raiser.”
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“ALL THE CHURCH CARES ABOUT IS MONEY”

Have you ever heard that statement? If you
are associated with a dead and do-nothing church
then perhaps you haven’t. But if the congregation
you worship with sends missionaries, houses or-
phans, feeds the hungry, and clothes the needy
then somebody occasionally complains: “All the
church cares about is money.’

If the charge is true, it puts the church in bad
company. The one indictment that can be con-
sistently brought against every sordid segment of
society is: “All they care about is money.”

All the liquor industry cares about is money.
That is a true statement, despite the fact that it is
seldom said. Liquor interests have no regard for
man’s family. They don’t care about accidents and
mangled bodies caused by drinking. They do not
care about “skid row” and the human lives left
shattered.

All the tobacco companies care about is
money. I know for sure they don’t have much
feeling for a breath of good clean air in a jetliner
cabin. They don’t care about stained fingers, lips,
lungs, or perhaps even the cancer to which they
may have contributed. They don’t care about
wasted budgets.

All the movie industry cares about is money.
Not morals, not integrity or human dignity — just
money. And before this list begins to sound like a
medieval diatribe, let me hasten toadd that far too

much of the respected establishment — industry,
businessmen, salesmen of all kinds — apparently
care only about money. At least if one would
judge by the cut-throat economic habits of our
time.

Now what about the church? The church cares
about the lost and dying. The church cares about
the sick and underprivileged and discouraged. The
church cares about the home and the community,
about immorality and lawlessness.

The church must not care much about money
because it gives away every penny it can get its
hands on to advance the kingdom of God. Here’s
the only interest the church has in money; it is a
form of energy, a kind of fuel which can be used
to bless people spiritually.

The kind of man who says, “All the church
cares about is money” is telling you more about
himself than about the church. The church has
absolutely no terminal interest whatsoever in
money.

The church merely wants to assist the breth-
ren by translating the root of the kinds of evil
which the brethren can’t take with them into
treasures which moth and rust cannot destroy.

If you ever again hear anybody else make this
statement, you will be prepared to set them
straight.

William S. Banowsky



They held in their lifeless hands the riches of their
fathers without inheriting the spirit which had created
and improved that sacred patrimony. They read; they
pray; they compile; but their languid souls seemed
incapable of thought and action. A succession of patic.nt
disciples became in their term the dogmatic teachers of
the next servile generation.

Edward Gibbon ""The Fall and Decline of the Roman
Empire”

Of some too sad an epitaph is written, ""They died of
too much self control."
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