








5. Observe, copy, reproduce God's
steadfastness.
6. Scrlpture speaks of God's faithfulness.
I Cor. 1:8-9 Pis
I Cor. 10:1
I Thess. 5:2
2 Tim. 2: 13f
I don. 1:977% :
7. Hls faithfulness declared in Serp. &
dlsplayed in nature.
B. He'll Stablish You /"
1. See Paul is now more concerned about
them than he is himself.
2. Since the Lord keeps his promise you
can rely on Him to strengthen you.
3. If Christians must look on circum-
stances dire & ugly wherein he must
depend on his own resources he will
fail. (Ockenga)
4. Being mindful of the faithfulness of
God one can stand like a rock.

“Protects you against the Evil One.

. We have many evils secretly and
unknowingly to us, from which God
delivers us.

3. There is nothing in the world worth

doing wrong for. (Geo. Elliott)

re ‘Confidence in Yot

A. A certainty voiced and expressed for

his reader--Letter of Reference #5.

B. Believed in their faithful obedience.




C. Do & will do things commanded.”
1. Obeyed all they had been taught.
2. Will now add whatsoever else he
enjoins. /o= sos s ol Lok
3. Obedience that springs f;}q

m a loving
heart. Ayt e “gs
(Jackson letter #6) 5

D. Hearts directed into the Love.of God
and patient waiting for Christ.
1. Love of God. (Clips from N

sermon -- #7)2 s B
2. Steadfast waiting for Jesus
3. Takes some endurance.
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During 20 years of teaching first-graders in Belvedere, Calif.,
Judith Frost Stark developed many ideas to motivate her stu-
dents. One was to pass out the first part of well-known proverbs,
asking the children to complete each of them. Here is 2 sampling

of wisdom from her practical-minded six-year-olds

PRICELESS

. Condensed from
“Don’t Cross Your BripGe Berore . . . You Pay TaE ToLr”

]
'A, miss is as good as a . . . Is always darkest before . . .
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succeed . . .
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| L augh and the world laughs with
you. Cry and ™
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T close wity . 1iote Norman's friend Jack %mlth made

)x‘ ecently: , J e v %rg

o

| "It is the mind that lives; and the length of life
ocught to he measured by the number and importance of
our ideas; and not by the number of our days. Never,
theretore, esteem men merely on account of thelr riches
or their station. Respect goodnegs, find it where you
may. Honor talent wherever you behold it unassociated
swith vice; but, honor it most when accompanied with .
2/

4’exertion, and especially when exerted in the cause
truth and justice,"

J{ ) // 513

“ft; ormula for happy llvingz

""""""""" (4

To live fully you need someone to love, something
significant to do and something to look forward to. I am
grateful for this opportunity to express my own love and
admiration and that of so many at Pepperdine University for
Norman Cousins.
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L. 11 relied on mten, 1'd be most pessimistic
danl 3 ) JEPRE N 3 35
(Tenduft - Put on saddle backward)
/ T 5
A. I see aneed.

11 wz‘ctorv can come,
W H do it
take Paul's

B. I know at least par

’ I m not sure we'

rmes 11\/ we need 1o

to heart.

fe - Halev's comment,
ust ‘zs \w'

wé sﬁ Ongpr asks for the
m'av@rq of the weak.
2. Uses present imperative - Keep
praying - durative action,
3. We need to learn to pray for one anothe
4. Everywhere Paul went he }eﬁ qalnrs
praying for him. 7, '
Rom. 15:30 ~ier
2 Cor. 1:11
Eph. 6:18-19
Col. 4:3 ‘
I Thess. 5:25
B. Green light on the gospel.
1. That the word may have free course.
2. Let it run. k
3. Do we pray for its swift spread - or do
just baptize our own? '
(a) Areas of world closed.




4, We want word o abound and be

glorified - it is wbest sinner accepts it.
Acts 13:48
Gal. 1:23-24

5. Ldt Trun along” - ¢ speed, security, no

hesitation, no cautious picking of way.
(a) Gran wddad didn't keep it up.

6. We get everything out of racers way -
clear the course of obstacles so he
can movel

C. Protection of the Preachers.

1. Soeme would destroy them.

2. Must ask tor deliverance of these who
preach. T oecied e o dund head

3. Many would dlsgrace the preacher

III. I'm a Realist - Things Seek to Hinder the
Gospel Spread.
A. Wicked, unreascnable men.

1. "Pest Control Service"”

B. Faithless men, lazy, indifferent men.

1. Pilot ran river - know every sandbar -

there's one now!
C. Men who discount their efforts as
in@ignificant
{;Awﬁa» Evicd; Cornlouniael (PR % o
AR Erd 18670 =P, Cot -







Church membesship is declining. Ninety-five percent of apart-
ment dwellers never go near a church on Sunday or any other
day. For most city dwellers, weekends are preempted as escape
time——escape from the pressure of having to be at a certain place
at a certain hour to do a certain thing. When death comes, many
families now request, without embarrassment, “No funeral,
thank you.” o

What's ahead? Is religion a defunct department of American
life? Is the church capable of the remewal that will make its
message congruent with a mobile, flexible man? Or is it urban man
himself who has missed Pead Man’s Curve and landed in a ditch
of material confusign? '

Foma

When pioneer Seventh-day Adventiets organized
their General Conference just over a century ago,
adherents numbered 3, 500, all of them living in the
United States. Today 1.3600 000 baptized mem bers,
meeting in 15,000 churches, are scattered around the
globe.

This has been a century of miracles for the advent
people. They have emerged from obscurity into a
world movement, , -

Adventism has become a religious "united nations’.
Its missionaries now carry on their work in 900
languages and dialects. World travelers are familiar
with the church's hospitals, clinics, mission boats,
schools, and publishing houses in many lands.
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A new Amen an ‘every 14’/2 seconds
‘-thats how fast the nation grows. The lowest
. birth rate in years doesn’t halt the increase; it

:fonly slows it. Every 24 hours the population
_ jumps by another 6,035 people (taking info ac-
 count births, deaths, , immigration, emigration).
- It's one more concern for the country asitmoves -
mto the new year. o , e
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{ WORK FOR GOD; | WORK WITH MEN
I] Thess. 3:1-5
l. Attitudes are improved and thus work is when we
ééW;’f" our @Wﬁ;ﬁ@&fa%ml ;%A gﬁﬁ*% ;;éw;i e
A y are yo re 5
B. Why are y@is%c B g g:g?gmgc%ur !5% Cos
C. Who do you work for? God or men ’?
{1} Importont to avoid discouragement
averly disappoint.
(2) Important to keep perspective as to "who is
boss, "
{3} Paul puts it sharply in focus in our text:
It Thess. 3:1=5
. Men are variable. ‘
A. All men hove not foith (V 2},
. If you are a believer, it does not toke from you
an understonding of reality - (:!” men hcsve not
faith = just don't want if.. The Leacte
- 2. Some men say God's way is nofqrecsonc:biee
3. Unreasonable men = biget, outrageous.
4, Faith is doing the will of God - They wouldn't,.

5. Faith is ontidote to what's unreasonable and
wicked.

, lest men

B. In some men you have confidence and know why
you do. Q@m“ 'dﬁﬂ‘? stond "?ﬁafj Kiss me
. They both dé & will do the things wh:ch we
command you. (V. 4)

{a) Some men rather than obey seek to hmder

Y car L
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5. Thess.
| Thess, 5:16-18 "Rejolce evermore. ;
ceasing. In every thing give
All Signals Ge.

Hi, Poul®s Wish -
A, He wanted speee‘
1. MNo hesitation,

COM . » . Nis word run,

2. Neo picking way.
"He sendeth for this

Ps, 147:15
3. Literally he wonted gospel to ru

B. He wanted security.
» No need for caution,
Wan?ed deswemﬁce from monstrous people.
?w&\.g . jL‘,{uq ;
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A NECESSARY CURRENT PRAYER: THAT ALL
SIGNALS FOR THE WORD ARE "GO"
1 Thess. 3:1-5
i. Do we feel the other's side of [ife?
A, When we chelw ‘& tooth hurt, do you only then
remember how pleasant It is not to ache ¥
B. Mas% we be pain @<:§ in walking fo recall freedom
w/o it ?
C. Must the word be shackled before we glory in i
lost free course?
1. We seek to study Poul's prayer request,
2. We went to keep & poss on to others what we
have,
1. Prayer for the Word's Advance.,
Il Thess, 3:1 "Finally br. pr. for us that the word of
A, Note the contrast of the Word,
1. Free course vs. Bound word. (2 Tim. 2:9)
2, Glorified vs, Despised.
3. Lives in you vs. dies in others.
4, Delivered from unreasonable & wicked men vs.
controlled by unreus:onab!@'&pem
5. Faith vs. Disbelief.
B. Pray was a means of gefting the job done,
1. Strong man asks prayers of men who were weak.
2. Shows humility. of Paul.
3. Prayerwas' ”épemﬁc. Advance word, deliver
proclaimers ‘from Gnreasonable men.
(a) Kenny Hahn said Teddy Kennedy would
never run-~wanted plain clothes man ot all
times plus always looking over shoulder.



2.

(b} Roy Innis, head of Congress for Raci
i

Equality, of Wallace, "Political assassis mi‘;me
is becoming as American as apple ple., One
might be tempted o say in this case the
chickens come home to roost—-but that would
be unkind,

(c) In church the popes & their papers hinder the
spread of the uwspe?
4. How specific are we in prayers for the lost of
the world ?
5. Are we concerned that vast areas are closed ?
6. Word for pray is ;t;resen% ampem%.ve durative
action-~keep prﬁymge e
7o But how can we pfc:sy h@ﬁesﬁy chr what we
don't support ?
8. Note no prayer for persgnai successMcnﬁy that
of the word.
?. Do we pray for one ancther when absent from
one another ?
10. Clear the course - remove obstructions.
C. Paul left in many cities a praying people.
1. Rome.

Rom. 15:30 "Now | beseech you br, for fhe

2, Corinth. E Shvin /ié‘g{#% comt M{?‘
2 Cor, 1:11 "Ye clso helping together by p.

3. Ephesus. e

Eph. 6:18-19 "Prqying alwgys c al! pra
4. Colossee. z""fﬁéw ri

fd Col. 4:3 "Withal prqylng also For us 7hat
' m@z open ulr ds o chow of i



C. The Lord will keep vou frem evil {V, 3)
To If you are inwardly confident, vou can outwardly

endure.
2, Have not confidence in men but always in God,

4
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A VERY PERSONAL SERMON
1l Thess. 3:1-5

I, The great union of souls that exists in the church
is an msplmhon to behold.
A . Paul is in the midst of trouble at Corinth,
B. He writes to a dear church where the gospel
knew great success.
C. Let's see what he said = 2 Thess. 3:1-5.
lf. He begins with Flnolly, Brethren
A . Define
1. Come to a conclus:on
2. What remains.
3. | shall edd - Coffman.
B. It does not mean end = Marshall.
| Thess. 4:1"Furthermore then we beseech you,brethren"
Phil. 3:1 "Finally, my bre‘rhren, rejoice in the Lord"
C. Brofhers tlve g}@‘& %ﬁﬁ@&’ﬁ?Q
. What sweeter term._ #9
2 How keenly do we neeﬁégﬁﬁofh
I, "Pray for us"
A . Have you ever thought of praying for one
another as a command?
V-4 "And we have confidence in the Lord touching you"
1. Whenever you do, I'm blessed.
a) Marie Bosworth.
b) Bob Neil
¢) Sister Peek
d) J. R. Ewing & my back.
2. Do all of us for others obey this command?




2.

B. Lessons here learned.

1. Don't confine prayers to selfish needs but
remember burdens of others.

* 2, We are commanded to make infercessions
for others.

3. Success depends on prayer.

:4. Pray is in present tense~- so keep on praying.

5. We may be separated by distances but meet
at throne of grace.

C. Why pray for preacher’s'?’
1. Werk is great. 28
2. There are many hmdrcmcps.
3. They feel their needs,

4. Prayer knits us closer together.

D. What were they to pray for? [ iiesi. A8 -
1. Word of the Lord may hcve fr ree course a_nc!

be glorified. ;%j;; (&;2&55&%‘%
2. Be delivered from unreqsonable & wicked
men.

3. Note the order: word 1st; self 2nd.

IV The Prayer Request.
i A . Gospel's free course, glorification, as in you.
1. Free course - 1st of 3 parts.
a) Wants rapid spread of the truth.
b) Literally run - "run a meeting" vs hold.
c¢) Speed the word = like running as it out-
distances every opponent.

d) Let it go quickly. Abis e fuum. vevy swiffls,
Ps, 147:15" Izl ie gf h forfh his commandment upon earth
2 Tim: 2:9" ereln suffer ’rrouble as an evil doer”

Frpaiiatse 5107 The e et ?ﬁﬁ’”ﬁ%@‘éﬁ%f




3.

e) Wants the Lord to run through him.
f) Picture the Lord running through us.

2. And be glorified.

o) May he keep running & be glorified.

=, b) Lightfoct "May he have a friumphant

coreer”.

¢) (We need to ask is there anything in my
life that causes the gospel to stumble or

> be sullied?) (Does gnythmg trip lt up’-’)

. d) Pray for triumphant.”

Acfs 6:7 "The word of God increased;and the # of disc.
12:24"But the word of God grew and multiplied”
13:48"When the Gentiles heard this, they were glad

e) Church must not be stationary.

Even as it is with you -
a) Thess. were examples - are we?
b) Everybody is not like you. '
¢) Great success there.
1 Thess. 1:5"For our gospel came not unto you in word"
6"And ye became followers of us & of the L
8"For from you sounded out the word of the L.
2:13"For this cause also thank we God w/o ceas
d) Commondatory = as it is with you. ‘
B. Be delivered from unreasonable & wicked men.
1. Paul most valuable man alive yet at the
mercy of evil men.
2. The Lord cannot only preserve but change
folks & unbind circumstances.
3. Expect a breakthrough.




4,
4, Evil=out of place, odd, perverse, corrupt

e o

ss, ouhjggeeus, harmful acts..
6. A1l men have not faith., ©
a) They close countries to the gospel.
b) The Christian faith -~ not faith in general.
IV. The One to Whom You Pray.
A. The Lord is Faithful.
1. He is trustworthy.
2. You can depend on Him ne matter how
perverse men are.
3. This takes away the unreasonable & the
wicked, v
4. You can depend on Him to keep his promises.
5. Trustworthiness of God more than a match
for untrustworthy men.
6. Contrasts men, faithlessness with His
faithfulness.
B. He stablish & keep you from Evil.
; 1. Paul knew his appointment.
Gal. 1:1"Paul, an apostle(not of men,neither by man™
Acts 13:2"As they ministered to the Lord & fasted, "
2. There is human opposition to missions.
_ 3. Evil could be evil one - Satan.
. Keep = protect - militar
against violent assault.

V. Our Task.
A . Do & Will do things commanded.
1. Pray for sinners to be saved.
2. Believers become strong.

ferm~ protect




5.
3. Money not sinew for missions.
4, All money in world can't convert a soul.
5. What's the character of our converts, not
the numbers we make.
6. Confidence = being persuaded.
w7 We've no commission to teach anything other
#5  than the commands of cur Lord,
Matt. 28:20"Teaching them to observe all things”
8. We damage by a misplaced offection,
9. Repeated call to stand & be guided by the
~word,
B. Direct your hearts into love of God.
‘1. Direct = to moke smooth & straight.
2. Glory "Not the love of God to man-but
objectively

U Baviiet

C. Patiently wait his return.
1. Bengel says this is wrong translation.
2. But surely right to look for his return.

Coracas, Venezuela 6/9/85

West End ~ 7/28/85 .
Lauro/ Pie{ce -7/22/85 ) Baptisms
Jonathan Guy - 7/23/85 ) from

| Beth Brazil - 7/26/85 ) WEBE

Wi ldwood Valley, Hurricane Mills, TN - 7/30/85

Western Hills Church, Temple, TX - 8/19/85
Dana Scott (Bopﬁzeds
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{ General George ?attén demanded that his mer’ know )

i .

- and be able go articulate exactly what the current mission
was. “What is your mission?” he would frequently ask. The”
definition of the mission was the most important piece of

fiisferma.ﬁon a soldier could carry into combat. Based on

- that knowledge, he could make his decisions and imple-
ment the plan. That is exactly what happens when I
pursue biblical rest. I take a hard look at my mission. And
it has taught me to make a small pause even in my

- spiritual dgsciplines each morning to ask the question,

“ What ismy mission today? Not to regularly ask this question
is to "’Ifeave%omself open to mistakes of Judgment and
di&%iom : T

In a lonely moment in Washington when John Quincy )

dams was overwhelmed by homesickness for his Massa- ﬁi’

usetts family, he wrote them a letter; addressing com-
ments of encouragement and counsel to each son and

- daughter. To his daughter he wrote about the prospect of
- marriage and the kind of man she should choose to marry.

His words reveal how highly he regarded an ordered pri-

/

ye world:

- Daughter! Get you an honest man for a husband and keep

: him ‘honest, No matter whether he is rich, provided he be
_independent. Regard the honor and moral character of the
man, more than all other circumstances. Think of no other
greatness,but that of the soul, no other riches but those of the

- heart.? /
2. Anna Morrow Lindberg, The Gift from the Sea (New York:'Pantheon,

1955), pp. 23-24.
3.‘ Dorothie Bobbe, Abigail Adams (New York: Putnam, 1966), P, 206.



GEORGE Washington enjoyed tell-
ing this story about an over-zealous |
candidate campaigning for office. |
“Fellow citizens,” said the candi-
date, “I have fonght against the In-
dians. I have often had no bed but
the battlefield, and no canopy but
~the sky. I have marched over froz

ground ‘til every step has been
marked by blood.”

His story told well, until a dried-
up locking voter came to the front
and asked, “Did you say you’d
fought in the war?”

“Yes!” replied the candidate.

“And agin’ the Indians?”
. “Yes, many a time.”

“And that you slept on the ground
with only the sky fer a kiver?”

“Certainly.”

“And that your feet bled in mar-
chin’ gver the frozen ground?”

“That they did,” cried the exul-
tant candidate.

“Wal then, I'll be durned if you
hain’t done enough for your coun-
try. Gowan home and rest. I’ll vote
for the other fellow.”

S



After considerable research, various events common to
all of us were assigned point totals by Holmes and his
associates. Each point was called a “life-change unit.” An
accumulation of more than 200 of these units in any one J~
year, Holmes suggests, could be the warning of a potential

1. “Stress: Can We Cope?” Time, 6 June 1983, pp. 48-54.

“heart attack, emotional stress, or breakdown of the ability
to function as a healthy person. The death of a spouse, for
_,'rexampﬁe, commands the highest number of “life-change”
units, 100. Being fired from a job produces 47 points, while
the acquisition of a new family member provides 39. Not all
. stress-producing events listed by Holmes are negative, Even
.. positive and happyaeyen@ such as Christmas (12 points)
and vacations (13) create stress. -

‘\E“No vital Christianity is possible unless at least threev/ 7

pects of it are developed,” writes Elton ° ueblood. “’I‘hgse g‘;’%‘f
 three are the inner life of devotion, the outer life of service,
" and the intellectual life of rationality.” {The thirg a§peqt
is the easiest for many evangelicals T0 1gnore, thmk_mg it
~ too worldly and offensive to the gospel. But the dulhr}g of
the mind leads to ultimate disorganization of the private

_ world.






