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How Can A Just God Forgive
An Unjust Man?

’;{/ A

I. The guestion that entitles this
sermon is the most complex
question we can ask.

®

oQw>

I Peter

I Peter

God is Holy and sinless.

Sin is a breakage of His will.

Every sin God will punish.

How can He ever call guilty

man to His bosom?

1. Answered in one verse.

3:18 "Por Christ also hath
once

2. It embraces God, Christ,
Spirit, unjust man.

3. He gloriously outlines his
salvation method - on His
part.

4, Later He will tell man how
to appropriate this.

3:21 "The like figure where

unto

5. Three-year ministry of
Christ, 1/3 of gospels have
to do with last week of
Christ's life - so it must
be very important.

6. Parsons wrote "This verse
can blow sin, hatred,
disappointment and dissolu-
tionment out of our hearts
and transform our lives."
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7. We'll meet the God head in
so few words.

II. For me to be saved by God it
was essential that:

A. Christ

gin.
This is the work of
God's annointed.
Suffered once.

1.

2.

a.
b.

once suffered for

Once for all time.
Roman trial - Judges
wrote "certificate
of debt.”

One side the crime,
the other the punish-
ment.

If imprisoned the
certificate was
nailed to his cell
door.

When served sentence
fully, taken down
and "Tetelestia"
written on it "Paid
in Full."

Taken off cell wall,
rolled up, given to
prisoner-proof that
he m%?Zil demands of

the Jlaw.



1l Cor.

3.

3.
g. One suffered once who
had no crime and via
His blood our certifi=-
cate of salvation is
stamped in crimson hue.
h. Somebody pays the price

for the crime = Jesus
did it.
Please note "once” - never

to be repeated, mass or
otherwise.

Essential you grasp "suffered’

1.

2.

3.

4.

15:3
5.

6.

Somebody will - either
Christ or you.

If Christ is not our
substitute, you will
experience a calvary of
your own.

Sin and suffering go
together - it exacts a
price.

I have the right of choice:
Christ or me.

Christ a sin offering to
atone.

Remember He unjustly
suffered.

1 Peter 2:22-24

2 Cor.

5:21

This seplivn /:%:)zoa’o e Chwstoer”
) - e
cxonple in sutienig - oy noizs Tl

ot Sl



7.

Psalm 51:14

4.

Suffered for sin.
a.

Sin is an affront to
God.

b. God perfectly Holy -

no white lies with Him.

"Against thee, thee only,

have I

C. Just for unjust.

1.

Romans 3:26

Lev. 4:32
John 1:29

de

b.

Just

How can God love and
judge (forgive} at the
same time?

Jesus good enough to be
our substitute.

Pilate, Sadduces,
Herodians, leader

"I find no fault."

He alone can do it.

Mercy and justice meet
at the cross.
Lamb without blemish.

The full consequences
of human rebellion
placed upon the sinless
Son.

He committed no sin.

Sias pot his 0w



5.
1 Peter 2:22

2. For in place of a substi-
tute. 7 T
“@. He took our punishment.
b. He died for us instead

of us.

c. Passover lamb's blood
on door post and lentils
thus the cross.

d. Perfect even to eyelldsa

3. Unjust T
a. That's me.

b. We chose sin instead of
God and thus offended

\S ‘ Him.
M@l&fc. God infinitely Holy and
will punish every sin.
aCW4h%? d. Rembrandt painted
pictures of crucificat-
ion - put his own face

as one of the figures
Q’JC@!C é'ﬁgﬂ standing at the cross.

We are responsible for
fxbééé the crucification.
I1 The purpose of all this - to
bring us to God. = £
/%525 A. Christ shafggaHfzgggﬁegitance.
——3%" B. Brings us

1. Word used when a person
would introduce us to a

King.

Acts 16:20



John 14:
Ex. 29:4
Lev. 8"4
Eph. 2:1
C.
Matthew
D.
E.

6

8

69
*T am the way

He took my hell so I could
take His Heaven.

His death brings us to God
and consecrate us to His
service.

Brings us to God.,.

1.
2.

6.

This our destiny via God.
Yet we live without giving
Him glory.

No longer reckoned sinful
but Holy and righteous.
Sin is forgiven.

All can come into the
presence of God.

Veil is rent.

27:51

7.

We are led into the
Father's presence.

Does it in the flesh.

1.

2.

Flesh and spirit to
spheres of existence.
Jesus put to death in the
flesh.

Quickened by the Spirit

1.

By means of resurrection
Christ passes into a new
and fuller life.






. Within the plons of oll of us, surely there are

dreqgras for betterment. (Controst ¢ "She's hollow™
story & Elliot poem - AN
Al iness..

admit on empti
1. Merle Smith letter.
2, Gary Collins Quote 72, 25 dev oo el o
3. Trueblood Quote #3. ,
' ' istion.

1. Maturity of the Chi

2. Within the scope of God's guldance,

3. By this | meon | must weant to de, be, serve &
achieve more because I've reached o higher
spiritual level, and | can enly de this in
cooperation with the strengith Geod grants,

4, Thus, we propose to lock af:

e e matu _o,i, éf@ .

3. Fullness of growth,
4, Fit for usage.
5. Readiness for normal functioning.

B. A study of synonyms,

Joel 3:13 "Put ye in the sickle for the harvest is ripe; ¢

Rev. 14:18 "Thrust in thy sharp sickle & gather the ,
clusters of the vine of the earth, for her grapes are rf;‘é}é?



(&) If mature, { have developed, ripened,
(b} That means childish, petty, little things |
Jay aside,
{c) i ripen, | arrive af o ﬁughm’ §@veg @?
achievement.
:

1) 20% never pray ~ 14,
2) Things ! don't ke ~ Prater 75 boaud
{3) Emerson, "Be kind, every man you meef is

fag?ﬁmg a bottle,”

Heb, 5:% rong meat belongeth to them

(o) One translation has solid food is for the
mature. A person who is mature is not
perfect but has his life developed in such o
way that he can face problems & festings. "

Bristol, "Heb., Comm, "

(b) This verse calls for "strong meat”, "exercise’
discernment between geod & evil," Make a
choice on side of good. i

(c) Are we ready for strong mecuf°

(1) Kent Gilbert Card #6. -
(d) Do we exercise.
(1) Francis_Schaeffer Card #7 L
(2) James Thurber said man is fruveimg too
fast for a round world, and some day he
will overtake himself - there will be a
collision from the rear and man won't know
for a long time that what hit him from - -
behind was man, "

3) Card on Erosion 78,




35
i Cor, ’5452{} Esae?h:en, be m}? C,?“ﬁuéﬁn i underst,
‘3. Fullness of growth, ;,
John 1:16 "OF his fullness have we af!
Rom, 15:29 "And | am sure that when | come
Eph. 1:22-23 "And hath put all things under
| Tim. 427 "Exercise thyself to godliness
[ Pet. 2:2 "As newborn babes, desire the
2 Pet, 3:18 "But grow in grace & in the
{a} Is there a goal for you?
(1) Geo. Moore's novel on Irish #9,
{2) Victor Frank! statement #10,
{b) Trivia vs. real,
J. P. Allen, "While science is probing outer
space and ps}ieﬁ‘m%agf inner space, the c?’xurch
is largely preoccupied ¢ parking space. "
4, Fit for usage, e /
Lu. 9:62 "No man having put his hand
Prov. 24:27 "Prepare thy work w/o, and make it fit
for thyself in the field and afferward build thine
house, "
Ps. 16:11 "Thou wilt show me the path of life; in thy
presence is fullness of joy; at thy right hand there are
pleasures forevermore,
2 Cor. 1:24 "Helpers of your joy, for by faith ¢ Sead
Eph. 5:18 "Be not drunk ¢ wine, wherein - :j‘mqg?‘gﬁg?y 1
Phil. 4:4 "Rejoice in the Lord always and again’
(a) Doro’rhy Sayers, "The trouble wn’rh life is
“that it's so everlastingly daily. ™
(b) Do we enjoy it ?
(1) Card "United Hates of Am." #11,

o




(¢} Relevant ? ‘
{13 MeLaren Quete Churches 712,
{2) Huxley & Beans #13,
{3) Atheist - Church Afire #M
5. Reaémass fe normal Fanchomng& ,
2 Cor, 8:11 "Now therefore perform the d@mm of it
Titus 351 "Put then In mind to be subject &
Rom. 1:04-17 "1 om debior beoth to i‘he Greeks
{a} If vou are moture, you are raqdya
{1} Clip on Dr. Dale Hagler #15,
{b) You are nesded - Anxiety herel
(1) Hilgard Card #16,
(2} Collins Card #17, ,
B. What then have [ said? If mature spiritually,
you ares
1. Developed - Ripened,
2. Age & Experience gotften.
3. Reached toward a fullness of growth.
4
5,

. Made self fit for usage & enjoyment,
Have an immediate readiness for normal

functioning as God invites you to serve.
Hhiide Ed #1672

V dire fctinaabodge - #4812 72
f i § bﬁ%& Q‘ ’{ b: ‘u\b!ﬂ M‘M‘m z._/xjmx Q»"‘)i!»

ﬂa@%&«
e nodlle 58, 54 mﬁgmuah
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I like the story of the large woman who stood on the scales
without knowing they were out of order. The hand went mfy”ﬁ
to seventy pounds, A little bov watching responded. "Whew!
She's hollow!"™ What an appropriate description of so many

of us and our "things" in this "new day!"” As T. 8. Eliot says
s0 graphically:

We are the hollow men

We are stuffed men

Leaning together -
Headpiece filled with straw, Alas! °

"Digciplines for Life in the Age of Aquarius'-~Lance Webb P.21
7-T,8. Eliot, "The Hollow Men'', Collected Poems

rqz What is life? No more than ¢ tale told by an idiot, full
““#ound and fury, signifying nothing? Only o vapor that passe
away or something that can be abundant ? Limited to a few ya
on this earth or continuing in some other form afier death?
These questions are as old as recorded history. Ancient
philosophers asked them. So did the Biblical writers and the great
poets. So do pecple today-=-people worried about world famine,
over=-population, environmental pollution and nuclear warfare.
People of all ages, but especially the young, wonder about
purpose in life, meaning to our existence. Some seek answers in
science, Others in cults, astrology, eastern religions, or in the
message of the Jesus freaks. Some have dropped out into a world
of promiscuous sex and drug-induced escapism. Others,
especially those in middle-class suburbia, go through life on the
installment plan, struggling fo get chead in the world, and




P Y o T T S Pt PR e s » -
drifiing from one aquistiion fo the next. But in spite of &Il this
sound and fury, many people-~including those who are weli-

. " ® . ® g o e 5
enfrenched in established churches=~find life confusing, empty,

signifying nothing.

"A Psychologist Locks et Life'- By Gary R. Collins - Page 1 of
Preface

Dr. Elton Trueblood stated in one of his books: "Whateyéy 7)
the course of history may be in the next years, it will not b@
course of tranquility. Our modern world has developed so much
animosity, so much justifiable fear, so much open conflict, thot
there is no peace. . . . Peace in our time is as unlikely as wos
prosperity in the South immediately after the American Civil
War, because the conditions of peace simply do not exist, and
we cannot see how they may arise for a very long time. . . .

We are in the monsoon and we must weather it out. Instead of
pining for calmer days, the way of wisdom is to learn to live...
wisely and well in the midst of continuous strain, "

"What About Tomorrow ?" ~ By J. Wallace Hamilton - Page 79



It has been suggested that 20 percent of Christians never pray,
30 percent never go to church, 50 percent never give, 80 per—
cent never attend prayer meeting, 90 percent never have family
worship, and 99 1/2 percent never win a soul to Christ!

"How to Build An Evangelistic Church''--John Bisagno

Chap. 40, P, 134

There was somefhmg abouf the church she didn't [ike. er'(\yJ
didn't the custodian pick up the trash in the churchyard, and she’
had noticed some dust on the pews. The Boy Scouts had been in
the church kitchen again and broken a glass. Why hadn't | been
to see Mrs, So and So? She dldn'f hke the service last Sunday,
people were Unfrlendly, or the ‘¢hibir was sharf' or flat, the-orgon
was-toe-loud-ortee-soft und the sermon was too long or too short
or too deep or 1'00 shallow and on and on and on, ad infinitum=~

ad nauseom| ﬁ

"Release from Phoniness” - By Amold Prater - Page 42 \\w‘/




One of the great bulli-in determiners of learning dsl
the pupll's maturation, which influences his e&yacitga““y
to learn. When I was a boy of eleven, a relative gave
me a model alrplene kit that must have been designed e
entertain a graduate of Massachusetts Institute of
Technology. After examining the several hundred pieces
of balsa wood, riveis, grommets, and widgets, I eouldn’t
even put the parts back into the box, mueh less trans-
form them inte an airplane. The dozen or soc complex
blueprints were certainly no help, and I was left with
a feeling of bemwilderment strongly tinged with dis-
appointment, HNot only was that model never completed
but it was 2 long time before I ventured to try amother

Ol e
AS CHRISTIANS TEACH
by W. Kent Gilbert
pge 36 "Practical Insights

What does this have to do with the chureh and ?ﬁdiv?dua&gﬂ
Christians who are trying to cope with life? Not long age ¥ g?
Francis Schaeffer, the well=known theolegian in Swifzerlan&,/’
published a book entitled "The Church ot the End of the 20th
Century". "The evangelical church seems to specialize in being

behind, " Scheeffer wrote,

" But the major problem we are going to face...in the next 30
years is revolution with repression. Society is going to change.
| believe that when my grandchildren grow to maturity, they
will face a culture that has little similarity to ours. And the
church today should be getting ready and talking about issues
of tomorrow and not about issues of 20 or 30 years ago... . This is
not a day for a sleepy churgh:

"A Psychologist Looks At Life" - By Gary R. Collins = Page 161




Erosion takes longer than explosion, but in the long run thefi
effect can be as devastating. Many a man, many a married. -
couple can rise to a crisis by sheer strength of character;

but ti takes something stronger than character to stay with
life's routine situations-—exhausting work, home duties, un-
happy relationships, the care of sick people, the husiness of
making ends meet. It takes stamina, resilience and an infinite
capacity for inward renewal; it takes all the resources of
religion.

"Tllusions of Our Culture''-~-Leconard Griffith
P, 131

In one of George Moore's novels he tells of Irish pedsants/ -
back in the period of the Greot Depression who were put to we k
by the government of Ireland in building roods. For a time the
men worked well; glad to be ot work again, they swung their picks
and sang their Irish songs. But little by little they discovered
that these roads they were building led nowhere, ran out in dreary
bogs and stopped. And as the truth gradually dawned on them that
the roads were pointless, that they had been put to work solely o
provide employment and an excuse for feeding them, the men
grew listless, leaned on the shovels and stopped singing. The
roads to nowhere are difficult fo make, For men fo work well
cmcﬁo "s g there must be an end in view.

"What About Tomorrow ?" = By J. Wallace Hamilton ~ Page 74



In the early 19407 o successful Jewish psychiatrisi, h@mﬂg}i y
resident of Austria, was herded Info a frain with 1500 other p%upgﬁ
and sent off to a Nozi prison comp. For three grim vears, prisone
number 119=104 lived in dotly horror--digging trenches within the
shadow of some of the giont furnaces that cloimed the lives of six

million Jews during Werld War 11, Following his [iheration, the
psychiatrist, whose name was Victor Frankl, wrote a fascinating
book about his experiences. The book was given the title "Man's
Search for Meaning", probably because one of Franki's major
conclusfons affer his prison experience was that men must have
some meaning and purpose in life if ﬂ\ey are to get al Cmg
efficiently and (for people Tike Frankl in o prison camp) if i‘hey
are to survive. "The prisoner who lost faith in the future, ™
Frank! wrote of his fellow prisoners, "was doomed, With his loss
of belief in the future, he also lost his spiritual hold; he let




himself decline and became subject to mental and pnysical
decay. . .. The sudden loss of hope and courage can have a deadly
effect.”

In his writings and lectures Dr. Frankl often quoted the
philosopher Nietzche whe once wrate, "He who has a why fo live
for can bear wsﬂa Giﬁ‘@sﬁ' any how. "

]ani\% V. E. "Man’s Search for Meaning @ An Intreduction to
_Qg@?hercpy . Mew York: Washington Square Press, 1959,
pp. 117, 120,

A Psychologist Looks At Life" = By Gary R. Collins ~ Page 115

One of the sinister marks of our time is extremism, {f;
emotional forces out of balance, loud angry voices shoufmg\ai /
each other across fences-~some real and some imaginary=--without
regard fo accuracy, without the restraint of reason. The whole
country today seems in an ugly mood, as if we'd all been
suddenly bitten by the same venomous bug--class against class,
black against white, younger generation against older, section
against section. Everybody rallies around his hates~~and
someone has calied us, "The United Hates of America.”

"What About Tomorrow ?" - By J. Wallace Hamilton -~ Page 83



And in the churches themselves, of every dollar coniributed
o lecal churches across America, only about 10 cents is actually
sed for the benevolent work which Is so loudly vaunted, while
P20 cents stays in the local program for buildings, perking le
salaries, and the "needs” for the comfort of the members.

Why fs the Church losing its effectiveness? Diagnoses
always seem more readily available than cures, but perhaps we
can focus helpfully on arecs where remedies are still viable, One
obvious fault s that the Church in the twentieth century is still
conducking its affairs as if it were living in the past, A
prominent scientist explained recently that although he is a
confirmed believer in Christ, and supports the mission of the
Church financially, he seldom attends worship because "all we
can shore is seventeenth-century hymns, eighteenth~century

prayers, and nineteenth-century sermons that do not comprehend

ot ad

-

g,



the real struggles of man in the space age.”

"All 1o the Good” -~ By Robert B. and Homer D, Mclaren

Pages 109-110

A churehwoman in England wrote Thomas Huxley cémp!d}ﬁirgg
about the unorthodox posture of a certain clergyman in the [#
Anglican Church. She asked Mr. Huxley if he didn't fhink‘i‘&“
unfortunate that this priest in administering the socrament
adopted an eastward position instead of facing westward. Mr.
Huxley answered, "My dear lady, | am told by the astronomers
that fo drop a bean at the end of every mile of a voyage to the
nearest fixed star would require a fieet of ten thousand ships,
each of six hundred tons' burden all starting full of beans. Now
do you really think that the maker of those fixed stars considers
this new position of . . . (the rector) a serious matter ?"

"What About Tomorrow ?" - By J. Wallace Hamilton - Page 125




The preacher awoke in the middie of the night to find the
church house ablaze, And who should be leading the buckest
brigade, throwing water on the fire, but the town atheist!
"Atheist, " said the preacher, "I've never seen yvou at church
before.” ""Preacher,' said the atheist, "I've never seen your
church on fire before!" Let the church get on fire and the
world will come o wateh it burn!

"How To Build an Evangelistic Church”
John Bisagne
Chapt. 5 - P. 24

My friend, Dr. Dale Hagler, had a good stery of a mean éand
his wife who, on an automobile trip, got into a large=sized fuss
over a small-sized incident, and for miles didn't speak to eachs:
other. Finally, passing a pasture where seme long-eared mulies”/
were grazing, the man broke the silence. Pointing to the mules,
he said, "Relatives of yours?" ,

And she reforted, "Yes, on my husband's side.” And ail was
well again. A sense of humor is part of perspective, the ability
to see the small thing against the background of the big. We
all need a heap of it to face the days and put trifles in their
place,

"What About Tomorrow ?" = By J. Wollace Hamilton - Pages 81-
/"“}f ;f"' 82

f,/’

W‘pm:‘



Why s anxiety so common? Dr. Ernest K. niigard, pds

presidert of the American Psycholegical Association and a
distinguished psychologist, has suggested one answer:
7

The causes of contemporary anxiety are complexs Two world
wars within cur century, and a cold war persisting since the last
one; encrmous mobilities of peoples, geographically and
economically, disturbing the sense or rootedness; shiffing values
so that we are uncerfain about child~rearing practices, about
moral standards, about religious beliefs,

Levitt, E. E. "The Psychology of Anxisty”, Indianapolis:
Bobbs=-Merrill, 1967, p. vii.

"4 Psychologist Looks At Life" - By Gary R. Collins ~ Pages 17=
‘ 18

One such writer has eoncluded thet "the 20th century is mere
anxiety ridden than any other era in history since the Middle Ages
(Marmor, J. Anxiety. In "The Encyclopedia of Mental Hedlth",
Vol. I, New York: Franklin Watts, Inc., 1963, p. 214} 7\

There are various reasons for this prevalence of anxi’ai‘y i|§1 }ﬁis
last third of the 20th century. Modern technology is proéﬁi‘e&ﬁg
such rapid and far-reaching changes in our standards of living
that some people become anxious simply trying to keep up. In
addition, the mass media has made it possible for us immediately
to be aware of the problems that are going on in the world around -
us. The tensions in the Middle and Far East; our troubled economy
exploding campuses; pollution; over-population; hunger; tension
in the ghettos; crime and civil disobedience; the increasing
ability of scientists to manipulate and control human behavior;
the changing values of youth; and a host of other issues are



constant
anxious

tly bombarding us. s 1t any wonder modern man feels
@

A Psychologist Looks At Life" = By Gary R, Collins ~ Pages 11-
12
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AL I was g time of
B, iy wos o mome b
el

C. I wos ¢ problem
%f . (\,r‘f fz?%af [olotes

i

clearly marked. | uﬁde? the destiny, 1 kne
e end results.

For the conclu

hold accountable but myself.
A This dav | { ot such a road.
‘ therefore, l’s?z"* ed seeing thot
B. | have fwo choices:

1. Fall from my own steadfastness.

2. Or grow in the grace & knowledge of our Lord,

{1i. Seeing the choice to be made, what facts are at

my disposal.
A. 1 know the way & the end result: "Seeing that ye
know these things before"
1. Calls me beloved.
{(a) Does it 4X in Il Peter.
2. Says | know
(@) To forewarn is to forearm.
(b) Bespeaks certainty.
(c) Danger of being seduced
Danger by being seduced.
B. One Road | should shun
V. 17 "Beware lest ye also



{d) Com

3. Error of the Wicked is the couse for that road.

(o) Word error comes from root "to wander = stray

about.

(b} False doctrines mislead.
{c) False teacher is in sin
Mott. 15:14 “Let them u.ﬁ%"%(&‘" they be blind leaders of

(d) Error destroys the soul

(&) Apprehension that one may be in error should
make you:

(1) Diligent

(2) Candid

(3) Careful

(4) Prayerful

(f) Every intermission of Chr. duty is harmful.

Eph. 4:13 "Till we all come in the unity of the faith, |
(g) Ervor of wicked is strong ~ note carried.

C. The Other Way - Route of Growth.

V. 18 "But grow in grace & in the knowledge of of ou
1. Grow is a present imperative - continue growing.
(a) Religion is susceptible of cultivation & growth.
(b) God gives us time to prepare for eternity.

2. Grow in grace & knowledge of Lord.
() Grace = His way.



ay @;A sp ttual x;,ei:a:sfg'mt‘%
ey e s . - .y .
() Study, attend, consistent prayer, fuithfulness in
work make for growth,

4. That Specigl day

{a) ?heré comes a day that never ends
(b) To the day of eternity =~ no end.

(c) Lit. forever = to the day of eternity,

3.9:

fg;!wy&«émk {3,-35-74
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In 1832,

when

&

Abraham

Lincoln was the newly com-
missioned capt of the Bucktail
Rangers, his troop, marching in
platoons, was confronted by a

fence with a gate that was:

tightly locked. Capt Lincoln had

no idea of the proper order/

under such circumstances, but”
his wit did not desert him: “The
company is dismissed for two
minutes,”” he ordered. “Then it
will fall in on the other side of

the fence.”

£
Quie




13 THE IMPORTANCE OF LOVE

“Love one another, as | have loved you.”—John 15:12

“A heart attack may depend on how well the person is
loved,” a very prominent doctor recently reported. “The pre-
vention of disease depends on the psychological as well as
the social climate the person lives in,” he added.

A study was made of two hundred women who suffered
complications after giving birth to their first babies. It was
discovered that those who had had to make recent social ad-
justments—changing residence, quitting a job—with little
warm support from family or husband stood a 90 percent
chance of complications, while those who felt well-loved ran
only a 30 percent chance. The doctor in the study further
stated that he thought lack of love was the major factor for

" the higher incidence of infant deaths and diseases of all kinds
among ghetto dwellers.

Is it any wonder that Christ. commanded us to love one
another? If we are in Christ spiritually through the new
birth, then Christ should be seen in us by others in the way
we treat or love them. To love the “unlovely” is a difficult
task; but if He can love us, bad as we are, then through
Christ we can and must love others.

If loving others is a problem for you, then why not
strengthen yourself with the strength of Christ, as the apostle
Paul challenges us to do in Philippians 4:13, “I can do all
things through Christ which strengtheneth me.”

Did you know that someone needs your love today?



"Good Merning, Lord
Devotions for the Quiet Time" - By - Tommy Chupp

9 MIRROR, MIRROR ON THE WALL

“For I acknowledge my iransgressions: and my sin is ever
before me.”’—Psalm 51:3

The old African chief stood proudly on the trail, his body
spotted with ashes and with long scars covering his torso.
With an attitude of determination he pushed out his chest
and said, “*Chief is pretty.”

The missionary was his friend and he stood his ground
just as firmly. He replied, **No, Chief is not pretty.”

The injuries that had produced the scars had been inflicted
by the chief himself to impress others with his bravery. He
also considered them marks of beauty.

Finally the missionary produced a mirror and held it up

_before the chief. Seeing the ugly form of his own body in
the mirror, the chief jerked it from the missionary’s hand
and smashed it to pieces.

‘If man would only look into God’s perfect mirror, the

 Bible, and see himself as God sees him. But man would
rather hide from the truth and trample God’s Word under- -
foot, just as the old chief would not see himself as others
saw him.

In the Scripture for today‘, David prayed for forgiveness
and cried out, “My sin is ever before me.”” If we will only see
ourselves as David saw himself and face the truth, then there
can be forgiveness for sin.

Do yourself a favor Look in the Book, God’s precnous and

~ perfect mirror. Wha( do you see?
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43 TOO PROUD TO ASK

“Pride goeth before destruction.”—Proverbs 16:18

For two and a half days, before their car bogged down in
an orange grove, two sisters, one eighty, the other eighty-
four years old, drove in circles, confused. The police in
rural Lake County found the younger sister just eight miles
from the home she was trying to reach. She had died from
exposure and exhaustion. The other sister was found in
critical condition lying in the shade of an orange tree, her
sweater draped over her face to ward off mosquitoes.

A police dispatcher said, “It looks like they were too
proud to stop and ask somebody to take them home. They
just kept driving, asking directions, and driving. The more
they drove, the more confused they became.” They drove
more than two hundred miles trying to reach their home
only twenty miles away. Apparently they drove almost con-
tinuously, not even stopping to eat.

What a shame, you say. But I know a more pathetic story
about folks “too proud to ask.” Only they travel for years
instead of days. Years in which pride and self-sufficiency
keep them from asking God to help them, with the inevit-
able consequence of not reaching home, the haven of rest,
heaven. “Pride goeth before destruction.” The alternative to
destruction is found in Romans 10:13: “For whosoever
shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.”

The sisters were too proud to ask for help. Are you too
proud to ask help from Hlm who forgives and leads the
way home?






