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e Patient in doctor’s office:
“Are all of these people ahead
of me?”

Receptionist: “Yes—but go
“right in.”

Patient: “No hurry—I've got
plenty of time.”

Recep.: “No you don’t—I've
seen your X-rays.”
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Last November in Moscow’s
Red Square, top leaders of the
USSR viewed the parade celebrat-
ing the 72nd anniversary of the
1917 Bolshevik revolution. At the
same time, thousands of Soviet cit-
izens marched in nearby streets in
a parade of their own.

The citizens’ banners made
clear their views. One read, “72
Years on the Road to Nowhere,”
and another, ‘“Workers of the
World—We Apologize.”

Certainly, the most remarkable
events since World War II are tak-
ing place in the USSR and its East
European satellites. Central to
these events—causing them, driv-
ing them—is a failed agriculture.
If the Soviet Union had been able
to feed itself satisfactorily under
its Communist. system, then the
current economic and social re-
forms wouldn’t be happening.

Soviet reformer Mikhail Gorba-
chev knows this. Before his rise to
the top of the Soviet hierarchy, he
was the Politburo member respon-
sible for agriculture.

Gorbachev knows the Soviet
agricultural system and, more im-
portantly, he knows it doesn’t
work. He also knows American
agriculture does work.

Thus much of his perestroika
(economic restructuring) has fo-
cused on his country’s woefully in-
efficient farming sector. That
system is the legacy of madman
Josef Stalin. It is a ponderous con-
glomeration of megafarms and
collectives where workers are little
more than wage slaves.

Because production orders have
come down from Moscow, farm
managers have little incentive to
get the most from their farms.

It is a system that was created
out of the slaughter of literally mil-
lions of kulaks, or land-owning
farmers. These independent Rus-
~ sian farmers of the 1920’s balked

at giving up their land to the state.
Stalin subsequently starved them
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or exiled them to cold deaths in
Siberian labor camps.

The result has been that for
more than 60 years the Soviet
Union has not had the benefit of
what has been the essential foun-
dation of a wondrously productive
American agriculture—the family
farm.

Gorbachev recognizes that fatal
flaw in the Soviet farming system.
One of his supporters, a Soviet

How long will she wait? Collectivized agri-
culture couldn’t deliver the goods.

agricultural economist, said more
than a year ago, “It has taken us
years to realize that the freedom
of the man on the soil is the key to
success on the farm.”

So, as the walls that separate
and isolate the Soviet Union and
other Eastern European countries
from the West come tumbling
down, let’s never forget the reason
for the changes. Food, or rather
the lack of it, causes citizens to
rebel against their Governments
and their economic systems.

As we begin debate on the 1990
farm bill, we must be careful not
to strangle our farmers, our ag
researchers, and our agribusin-
esses with rules and regulations
that will seriously harm our food
productivity.

We can learn from what is hap-
pening in the Soviet Union, just as
the Soviets have learned from us.




Richard Armour once heard a speech given before
the members of the New Y ork State Frozen Food
Locker Association. The speaker told his audience
that their frozen food lockers were good places to hide |
in the event of a nuclear explosion. Radiation sup-
posedly would not leak into the locker. Armour reflect-
ed his feeling for the idea in a little poem: % |

Move over, ham and quartered cow, : é

My Geigear says the time is now.

Yes, now I lay me down to sleep,

And if I die, at least I'll keep.

Perhaps our best science could "keep" us, but it
cannot make us want to live. Money cannot do it
either.

SYMBOLS OF SALVATION - Don M. Aycock - P. 27







