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Jonah 1: 7-16
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lot fell on Jonah. So they asked him, "Tell us,
aU this trouble for us? What do you do? Where
you come
is your country? From what people are you?" He answered, "I am a
and 1 worship the Lord, the God of heaven, who made the sea and
This ten-iRed them and they asked, "What have you done?" (They knew
was running away from the Lord, because' he had told them so.)
The sea was getting rougher and rougher. So they asked him, "What
should we do to you to make the sea calm down for us?" "Pick me up
and throw me into the sea," he replied, "and it will become calm. I know
that it is my fault that this great storm has come upon you." Instead, the
.m~n did their best to row back to land. But they could not for the sea
grew even wilder than hefore. Then they cried to the Lord, "0 Lord, please
do not let us die for taking this man's life. Do not hold us accountable for
killing an innocent man, for you, 0 Lord, have done as you pleased." Then
they took Jonah and threw him overboard, and the raging sea grew calm.
At this the men greatly feared the Lord, and they offered a sacrifice to the
Lord and made vows' to him.

There is no doubt that Jonah "believed that God is." With his
head he believed that God exists. But at the time of the story
of the book of Jonah, in his heart he said, "There is no God."
He demonstrated this lack of faith' by the .way he responded to
God's command to go to Nineveh. He acted foolishly and didn't
do the good he was told to do (Psalm 14:1).
JONAH TURNS FROM GOD
"At sea" in heart, he put himself at sea in body. He took the
downward trail to Joppa, then down to the ship, down to its inner
part and finally down to the depth of the sea (1:3,5; 2:6). Apparently feeling no remorse, before he went below deck to sleep he
told the sailors that he was running from his God (1: 10).
This rebellious behavior of Jonah did not fit into God's plan.
Knowing in advance that Nineveh would repent when they heard
the message-Ijesent by Jonah, God intervened. He sent a violent
storm to buffet the ship and to give Jonah opportunity to have a
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change of heart. God is powerful. He allows only one thing to
interrupt His purpos~s, and that only temporarily. That one thi,!;lg
is the sovereign will of each of us. God could have replaced Jonah,
but He cOntinued to work with him and train him to be a missionary.
The mariners were religious men and also knew there was a
"higher power." The crew worshipped many gods, and fearing the
storm, each man prayed to his own god. Knowing that Jonah, too,
had a god, the captain waked him and rebuked him for not praying.
No mention is made in the text that Jonah prayed at this time.
The situation was terrifying, so the sailors cast lots . to find if
someone aboard was to blame for their plight. In both pagan and
Hebrew religions the casting of lots was used to get information
and determine decisions. The lot fell on Jonah. "The lot they cast
was in the hand of Jonah's God (Proverbs 16:33)." [Kohlenberger]
God still overrules in many matters which we know nothing about
and may call "coincidence" or think them to be of no significance. .. .
When the lot fell on Jonah and he was asked about his God;
he gave an honest answer. He made no attempt to explain his behavior, but declared his belief and gave one reason for his faith,·
That reason was that the Lord he honored is God of heaven,and
rp.aker of the land and sea (1:9). Jonah's God "does not do battle
with the. elements as do the gods of Phoenicia and Canaan; he mape
them and is sovereign .over them." [Kohlenberger]
The sailors' fear of the stormy sea turned into respect for the
Maker of the sea. •They were in awe of this Creator-God and were
astonished that Jonah could have defied Him (1:10). Surely, the
amazement of these pagan Gentiles must have impressed JonaH and
he began to learn of the power of words that tell about the Go4;
of heaven. This was a good lesson for a missionary.
.The innilte knowledge of all mankind since Eden is that dis-.
obedience deserves punishment (Genesis 2:17). Therefore, the crew
began planning how retribution could be made to Jonah's God.
Since Jonah had sinned against his god, they believed his god must
be appeased. Every sin we commit is primarily against·. God, for
He said· "Beye holy, for I am holy." For example, David sinned
contemptibly against Uriah, but felt that his sin against God was
greater (2.Sam. 11; Psa. 51:4).
JONAH'S SACRIFICE
Jonah was outnumbered by the heathen seamen, yet he confessed his faith in the God of the Bible. This confession can be
costly to anyone. It caused Jonah to back up his words with action.
He freely pffered to sacrifice his life on behalf of the . lives of the
sailors. He never expected to survive the raging waters. . Although
he had been unwilling to give time and effort to spiritually saving
the Gentiles of Nineveh, now he was willing to give his physical
life for the physical lives . .of these Gentile sailors. We can criticize him for his misplaced priorities only if we, ourselves, daily
devote more time, thought and energy to our spiritual life and to
that .of others than we do to. physical and material things.
The mariners, trying another means of saving themselves, rowed
even harder. It was futile. But before they threw Jonah into the
186

VOICES froID the FIELDS
George Galanis

Athens, Greece

May 17, 1991

My wife and I are grateful to our gracious Heavenly Father
for though she passes through the valley of the shadows of cancer,
her soul has been comforted. She really faces decisive battles everyday with Satan and suffering. Her health condition is gradually
running down, nevertheless she is fighting the good fight of faith.
We have already purchased a lot to erect our church building
for our congregation of Coridallos. A Christian architect is working
out the drawings and the whole process for a concrete building
'Which will. consist of a basement, all-purpose hall about 500 square
feet area, th~ main auditorium 600 square feet area and the upper
floor of seven rooms.
We estimate that the total cost of the above building will be
about $150,000. What we have in hand right now is only $30,000.
For the balance of the amount needed, we trust the Lord to provide.
The whole project is a matter of trusting the Lord.
Our plans are .to fix first the basement as .soon as possible to
move in to save the money we pay every month for rent, and then
we will gradually work on the main auditorium and as the Lord
prospers, the upper floor.
We hope to be ready to break the ground by July 20, 1991.
Would you please pray for this big project?
Robert & Joy· Garrett

Ruwa, Zimbabwe

May 19, 1991

April and May were busy times here at Rockwood Christian
Camp. First, there was the Men's Leadership meeting over the
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Nemesio & Myrna Auxtero

May 1, 1991

We had a wonderful graduation program, with only six graduates
though, one woman and five men. A week later it was followed
by "Holy Friday" activity gathering the members of at least 85%
of the church's outreaches. There were about 700 people at the
back of the chapel (we couldn't fit in) in different open tents.
When I look at them, the joy was overwhelming. I couldn't help
but remember the day we arrived, with only Nemesio and me worshipping. The Lord has been so good.
A week after we had our Missions and Prophetic conference.
At the second day, I was down with severe pain in the stomach and
went to the doctor for medication. I had peptic ulcer. The medicine
is tremendously expensive. The conference struggled financially because of the effects of the last storm, but the Lord led us throu~h.
There were 50 delegates and the theme was "Thy Kingdom Come,"
focusing on the Second Coming and our response in missions. The
worship times were times of unspeakable joy and fellowship in the
Lord's presence. The conference was so far the best we've ever
experienced because of the emphasis on worship. After the conference
5 people were baptized.
We have 6 VBS in 6 different outreaches, each with only a week
duration. The faithful teachers suffer persecutions in some of these
places. At least a total of 400 children and 200 parents were ministered to. We praise the Lord, ·that the latest congregation which
Nemesio and I pioneered only 2 months ago had 52 students.
Victor N. Broaddus:

News received from Manila

May 29, 1991

A recent letter from David Moldez, evangelist in Metro Manila
area, mentions the formation of another Bible study and worship
group in N ovaliches (suburb of Manila). They had met for five weeks
as of the date of his letter, and it is his hope that soon they may
become a congregation. At present they are meeting in a vacant house.
The down-town church in Manila (where Bro. Eniego· ministers)
had a "family retreat" at a resort outside Manila on March 28 and 29.
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