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Surely the 

promotion of 

citizenship within 

a global perspec­

tive is well and 

alive for students 

who choose to 

attend Harding. 

FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Promoting citizenship within a global perspective 
HEN TH! ACAOEMlC YEAR BE AN Ia r August, the chapel conv.ocacion featured flags 

from 58 narions along with those of the American srares. These international flags 
epresent 220 srudenrs enrolled from foreign countries. Pan of our mission srarement is 

"The promotion of citizenship within a global perspective," which involves developing a Christ­
ian understanding of and respect for other cultures through an emphasis on liberty and justice. 
• Perhaps the crown jewel of our global program is the Walton Student Scholarship Program, 
which began in 1985. Since that time, 198 students have graduated and are now managers of 
multinational corporations, chief executive officers of 
national companies, entrepreneurs, and employees in 
government and education. 

Approximately one third of all Walton Scholarship 
graduates have a master's degree, three have the doctor­
ate, and four are medical doctors. 

These students have been outstanding in terms of 
their scholarship, together averaging a 3.4 grade-point 
average, while five have maintained a perfect 4.0 record. 
We host 60 Walton Scholars each year in this program 
who come from Central America and Mexico. An aston­
ishing 91 percent ofWalton Scholars enter as freshmen 
and graduate in four years. 

One of the significant aspects of this truly unique in­
ternational educational program is the fact that these 
students return to their home country upon degree com­
pletion. They take excellent jobs and make strong con­
tributions to their countries, following the dream of the 

On the cover. 
Former first lady Barbara Bush followed in her husband's and son's footsteps when 
she visited campus April11. To learn what she had to say, turn to page 16. 
(photo by Jeff Montgomery) 

founder of the program, Mr. Sam Walton. 
When I think of all of our emphasis on global educa­

tion, including a commitment to international cam­
paigns in the summer and our five international study 
campuses abroad, I am reminded of the young lady who 
said to me, "I came to Searcy and found the world." She 
made this statement standing on the tile map of the 
world in the Mclnteer Center. She had been on three in­
ternational campaigns, spent a semester abroad with the 
Harding University in Florence, Italy, program, and had 
interacted with numerous international students during 
her college career. 

Surely the promotion of citizenship within a global 
perspective is well and alive for students who choose to 
attend Harding. lHI 
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AROUND CAMPUS 

Bailey top presenter 
at research 
conference 

B.J. Bailey of Harrison, 
Ark., won first place in the 
general session for his oral 
presentation,"Spectroscopy 
of Rubidium 85 and 87 
Using Diode Laser Spec­
trometry," at the 22nd 
annual Undergraduate 
Research Conference at the 
University of Memphis in 
March. Other students par­
ticipating were Douglas 
Cutsinger of Englewood, 
Fla.;Justin Dyniewski of 
Carrollton, Texas; Rhonda 
Gregory of Ridgeway, S.C.; 
Adam Jacoby of Fleming, 
Ohio; Sheila Kukta of Cass­
ville, Mo.; Matthew Neely of 
Dayton, Ohio; Tommy Nix of 
Bono, Ark.; Elizabeth Null of 
Inola, Okla.; and Derek 
Selvidge of Searcy. 

Bruner president-elect 
of philanthropic 
organization 

Tim Bruner, assistant vice 
president for advancement, 
was named 2002 president­
elect of the Arkansas chap­
ter of the Association of 
Fundraising Professionals. 
He previously served as vice 
president of programs. 

Casey conducts 
Italian band 

Dr. Warren Casey, professor 
of music, spent two weeks 
in December in Florence, 
Italy, working with an Ital­
ian community band that 
has been in existence since 
1880. He was the guest con­
ductor at their end-of-the­
year concert. 

Crockett writes on 
infant and toddler care 

Sharen Crockett, professor 
of family and consumer sci­
ences, had an article titled 
"Caring for Infants and Tod­
dlers" published in the fall 
2001 Arkansas Early Child­
hood letter. The newsletter 
is an information service of 
the Department of Human 
Services' Division of Child 
Care and Early Childhood 
Education in Little Rock. 
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Sansom selected chief 
financial officer 

transportation, campus post office, 
auxiliary enterprises and cafeteria 
operations. 

GEORGIA HEALTH CARE EXECUTIVE 
Mel Sansom ('84) will succeed 
Buddy Rowan July 1 as the Univer­
sity's vice president for finance and 
chief financial officer. 

Rowan, retiring after 3 5 years at 
the University, joined the staff in 
1967 as an accountant. In 1970 he 
was named comptroller and in 1984 
was promoted to assistant vice pres­
ident for finance. He was promoted 
to his current position in 1998. 

Sansom is controller for the 

Hamilton Medical Center (HMC) Fall Lectureship 
in Dalton, 
Ga. He is re- will encourage 
~~~~~~~cr~ Christian thinking 
reporting of THOUGH IT MAY SOUND SIMPLE on 
13 corpora- the surface, the 79th annual Lec-
tions in- tureship on Sept. 29-0ct. 2, 
eluded in the "Thinking Christianly," has plans to 
Hamilton delve much deeper into the topic. 
Health Care According to "Let My People 

System, including two hospitals, a Think," an article by Os Guin-
consolidation of four nursing ness, "Expressed posi-
homes, and a senior living center. _,.....l::ll.l tively, 'thinking 

"I am extremely pleased that christianly' is thinking by 
Mel Sansom has accepted our offer Christians about anything 
to become Harding's next vice pres- and everything in a consis-
ident for finance," said President tently Christian way- in a 
David Burks. "He has an excellent manner that is shaped, 
background in accounting in the directed and re-
nonprofit sector. He believes in Har- strained by the truth of God's 
ding's mission, and he will be an Word and God's Spirit." 
important part of our senior man- As Dr. Howard Norton, execu-
agement team at the University." tive director for the Institute for 

Sansom received both the Church & Family, explains, "The 
B.B.A. and M.S. degrees in ac- Lectureship will encourage all of us 
counting from the University. He to think in a Christian way in what-
also holds the CPA certification. ever it is we do in life- whether as 

Prior to assuming his current a mother, a businessperson, a 
position at HMC in 1997, Sansom preacher or a school teacher." Top-
served HMC as its director of reim- ics to be explored include the city, 
bursement and rate setting from family, children, diverse spirituali-
1990 to 1997. He also worked two ties, and suffering and persecution. 
years for Ernst & Whinney in the Keynote speakers will include 
accounting firm's Nashville, Tenn., Dr. Jim Baird, professor of Bible at 
office. Oklahoma Christian University; 

In his new role Sansom will be Dr. Monte Cox, associate professor 
responsible for the University's of- of Bible and director of the Center 
fices of business and finance, for World Missions; Dr. Mike Ire-
human resources and campus secu- land, associate professor of Bible; 
rity. He will also oversee the Bill McDonough, director of Part-
school's physical plant operations, ners in Progress; Chuck Monan, 

4,417 4.7 170 

pulpit minister for Pleasant Valley 
Church of Christ in Little Rock, 
Ark.; and others. 

As in previous years, special pro­
grams will be offered for women 
and for the Latin American com­
munity. New this year is the Child 
Care Workshop, coordinated by 
children's home administrators in 
Arkansas. Dr. Bud Myers, president 
of Global Christian University, and 
Dr. Bob Reely of the University 
will again co-host the Christian 
Distance Learning Conference. 

For additional Lectureship in­
formation, contact the Institute for 
Church & Family, Harding Univer­
sity, Box 10750, Searcy, AR 72149-
0001; call (501) 279-4660; e-mail 
icf@harding.edu; or visit the Web 
site at www.harding.edu/lectureship. 

Economics team wins 
regional honors 
THE UNIVERSITY ECONOMICS TEAM 
was named winner of the Mid­
South Regional Students in Free 
Enterprise (SIFE) Competition 
conducted at the Peabody Hotel 
and Convention Center in Mem­
phis, Tenn., April1-2. 

The team's entry, "Free Enter­
prise - Supporting the System 
that Supports America," was a 
multi-media presentation elaborat­
ing on more than 35 projects and 
programs that they presented to 
civic, professional and educational 
groups in the Mid-South this 
school year. 

Team members include co-cap­
tain Beth Juhl of Center Point, 
Iowa; co-captain Hillary Patrick 
('01) ofThornton, Colo.; Elizabeth 
Hendrix of Antoine, Ark; Travis 
Newell of Celeste, Texas; and 
Daniel Schlarman of Imperial, Mo. 
Dr. Don Diffine, professor of eco­
nomics and director of the Belden 
Center for Private Enterprise Edu­
cation, is the sponsor. 

19 
Total enrollment Percentage of increase over 

spring 2001 
Number studying atthe 

Memphis campus 
Number of students from 

Albania, the foreign country 
with the largest representation 
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Thompson, Burks 
named new deans 
TWO ASSOCIATE DEANS will receive 
promotions on June 1, according to 
an announcement made in Decem­
ber by Dr. Dean Priest, vice 
president for academic affairs. 

Dr. Travis Thompson, professor 
of mathe­
matics, will 
become dean 
of the Col­
lege of Sci­
ences, and 
Bryan Burks, 
assistant pro­
fessor of ac-

Dr. Travis Thompson counting, 

will become dean of the College of 
Business Administration. 

Thompson will replace Priest, 
who is currently serving as both 
vice president for academic affairs 
and dean of the College of Sci­
ences. Burks will replace Dr. Ran­
dall Mcleod, who announced his 

decision to 
return to 
full-time 
classroom 
teaching. 

"I am ex­
tremely 
pleased that 
both of these 
fine educa­

tors have accepted these new roles 
ofleadership," said Priest. "They 
are certainly familiar with the acad­
emic programs in their respective 
areas, and I anticipate only the 
smoothest of transitions as they as­
sume their new leadership posi­
tions." 

Thompson, a 1971 graduate, 
holds the master of science degree 
from Northeast Louisiana State 
University and the Ph.D. degree 
from the University of Arkansas in 
Fayetteville. 

He has been a member of the 
faculty since 1985. In 1992 here-

665 

Gen. Wesley K. Clark (ret.), the supreme allied commander in Europe from 1997-2000, tells his audience 
that the most significant event leading to the current war on terrorism was the breakup of the Soviet 
Union. He spoke as part of the American Studies Distinguished Lecture Series Jan. 22. 

ceived the Distinguished Teacher 
Award. 

A 1989 alumnus, Burks received 
the master of business administra­
tion degree from Middle Tennessee 
State University. 

Burks, a CPA, has been director 
of the University's accounting pro­
gram since 1999. Prior to joining 
the faculty in 1995, he was a senior 
accountant with Ernst & Young in 
Nashville, Tenn. 

The College of Sciences in­
cludes the departments of behav-

ioral sciences, biology, computer 
science and computer engineering, 
family and consumer sciences, ki­
nesiology, mathematics and physi­
cal science. 

The College of Business Admin­
istration offers majors in account­
ing, communication management, 
computer information systems, 
economics, health care manage­
ment, human resources, informa­
tion technology, international 
business, management, marketing 
and professional sales. 

2,600 203 and201 90 
Number of married students Number of students who live in 

dorms 
Number of students in the most 
popular majors, management 

and nursing 

Number of students studying at 
our international campuses: 
Australia (20), Italy (32) and 

Greece (38) 

Ellis judges at state 
thespian festival 

Dr. Morris Ellis ('67), pro­
fessor of communication, 
served as an adjudicator for 
the Arkansas Thespian Fes­
tival, Feb. 22-23, at Arkansas 
State University. He judged 
the categories of duet act­
ing, publicity design, and 
solo and duet pantomime. 

Fisher authors 
war-game book 

Shawn Fisher, a training 
coordinator for campus 
security, recently completed 
"Hand of Steel," a source­
book for people interested 
in World War II Special 
Forces. Through a role-play­
ing and war-gaming system 
called GURPS, participants 
can re-enact famous battles 
and have the chance to 
make the same crucial deci­
sions as the Army's leaders. 

Hoggatt chosen for 
broadcast media 
seminar, fellowship 

Dr. Dutch Hoggatt, associ­
ate professor of communi­
cation, was one of75 media 
educators from around the 
country selected to partici­
pate in the International 
Radio Television Society's 
annual faculty-industry 
seminar titled "From News­
room to Boardroom: How 
Current Events are Altering 
the Media Landscape."The 
seminar, held in March in 
New York City, featured 
news correspondents and 
media professionals in­
volved in the Sept.11 World 
Trade Center attack. 

In addition, Hoggatt is 
one of 20 broadcast 
educators from around the 
country designated to 
participate in the Radio­
Television News Directors 
Foundation "Excellence in 
Journalism Education" fel­
lowship in June. He will 
spend four weeks working 
in Minneapolis for Conus 
Media. 
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McAfee new School 
of Biblical Studies 
recruiter 

Brad McAfee ('90) has 
been named director of re­
cruitment and development 
for the School of Biblical 
Studies, handling alumni re­
lations, fundraising andre­
cruitment for the program. 
A 1987 graduate of the pro­
gram, McAfee previously 
served as vice president for 
development at Crowley's 
Ridge College in Paragould, 
Ark., and as a minister in 
Tennessee, Arkansas and 
Missouri. 

Nursing students 
travel to Guatemala 
for medical mission 

Working with Health Tal­
ents International Organiza­
tion, senior nursing students 
Maurine Free of Rolla, Mo.; 
Vernetta Hilliker of Sterling, 
Mich.; and Michele Puckett 
of Columbia, Tenn., spent 
two weeks in February in 
Guatemala City, assisting 
with the care of patients 
who have no other access to 
surgical care. They prepared 
patients for surgery, worked 
in the operating room as 
circulating and scrub nurses, 
and provided post-op recov­
ery care. The College of 
Nursing has been sending 
senior nursing majors with 
this group since 1994. 

Ross accepts assistant 
director position in 
human resources 

Searcy native David Ross 
('94) has been named assis­
tant director of human 
resources. In this role he 
assists the director in 
developing policy and 
coordinating employment, 
compensation, employee re­
lations, and training and de­
velopment. He also assists in 
negotiating and contracting 
with benefit plan vendors 
and analyzing benefit ser­
vices, coverage and options 
available. Prior to his posi­
tion with the University, he 
was assistant vice president 
and marketing manager for 
SMC Inc. in Searcy. 
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Spring Sing takes a 
journey across America 
Ju GO JU, KO JO KAI and 
friends prevailed as the 
John H. Ryan Sweepstakes 
winner for the second con­
secutive year with their 
show "Did Somebody Say 
McDonald's?" Earning first 
place in three categories, 
the number celebrated 
America's tradition of fast 
food at the golden arches 
with Ronald and the Ham­
burglar. 

A panel of 20 judges 
scored the eight club acts 
on a 1-to-10 scale in the 
categories of choreogra­
phy, costumes, music and 
originality. The top scorers 
in Spring Sing 2002 re­
ceived plaques, trophies 
and monetary awards. 
While the prizes offer extra 
incentive for clubs to par­
ticipate and work hard, 
most students find that de­
veloping friendships is the 

biggest motivation to be in 
Spring Sing. 

"This is my fourth and 
final Spring Sing," says 
Ryan Cook, a senior from 
Des Moines,lowa."The 
whole reason I did Spring 
Sing my freshman year was 
to get to know people and 
make new friends -then 
I just couldn't stop myself!" 

Spring Sing director 
Steve Frye also recognizes 
that teamwork and a good 
group dynamic is integral 
to the production."The 
goal of any Spring Sing 
that I direct is to create a 
structure where students 
work together to accom­
plish something greater 
than themselves." 

This year it seems that 
all involved succeeded. 
"From what I've heard peo­
ple say, this was one ofthe 
most well-received shows," 

photography by JEFF MONTGOMERY 

says Frye."lt was a great 
production, and I'm ecstatic 
about our students' talent. 
They never cease to amaze 
me." 

Frye and student direc­
tors are now planning for 
Spring Sing 2003, which is 
tentatively titled "Reel 
Music" and will feature 
movie musicals and sound­
tracks. 

The first runner-up show 
"Courage Under Fire," per­
formed by Delta Gamma Rho, 
Delta Chi Delta, Kappa Gamma 
Epsilon, Gamma Sigma Phi and 
friends, salutes the firemen of 
America. The show took first 
runner-up in all categories. 

fighrs /Jac~· duriila L11ta 
TNT and friends' second runner-up production of 
"Were Not that 'Snort' of Nerds. " 

Multilingual speaker 
addresses December 
graduates 
THOUGH HE IS USED to addressing 
groups in three languages, Dino 
Roussos stuck to English when he 
spoke at commencement Dec. 15, 
2001, in Benson Auditorium. 

Roussos is the preacher for the 
Omonia Church of Christ, an in­
ternational church in the heart of 
Athens, Greece, that holds three 
services each Sunday- one in 
Greek, one in Bulgarian and one in 
English- with members repre­
senting 15 nationalities. 

He addressed 269 students who 
received degrees awarded from the 
six academic divisions: from the 
College of Arts and Humanities, 
61; the College of Bible and Reli­
gion, 23; the College of Business 
Administration, 62; the College of 
Education, 67; the College of 
Nursing, 12; and the College of 
Sciences, 44. 

Roussos helped establish the 
Athens International Bible Insti­
tute, which meets in the Omonia 
building and trains gospel preach­
ers. H e serves as an international 
speaker and is the author of several 
books. Roussos also teaches mod­
ern Greek at the University's inter­
national campus in Athens. 

Seniors honor two 
peers with Regina 
Spirit Awards 
STEVE CLOER OF SEARCY and Lind­
say Snow of Seminole, Okla., are 
the recipients of the 2002 Regina 
Spirit Awards. 

Cloer, a math education major, 
is the Student Association president 
and has been involved in numerous 
service projects, including the 
Searcy Children's Carnival, Rake 
and Run, Angel Tree and Day of 
Outreach. A member of TNT so­
cial club and Alpha Chi, he has led 
several spring break campaigns and 
preaches twice a month. 

Snow has also participated in 
spring break campaigns every year, 
as well as one summer campaign to 
the Northeast. She is an education 
major and a member ofKo Jo Kai 
social club. Snow has served her 

AROUND CAMPUS 

club as devotional, athletic and ser­
vice director. She helps with Kojies' 
fundraiser for the Juvenile Diabetes 
Foundation Walk, and she also par­
ticipates in regular outreach projects 
at the Sunshine School in Searcy. 

Two education faculty 
members promoted 

DR. JIM NICHOLS and Pat 
Bashaw, faculty members in the 
College of Education, assumed new 
administrative responsibilities at the 
beginning of the spring semester. 

Nichols was named associate 
dean of the college, and Bashaw 
was selected to serve as director of 
the educational leadership program. 

In his new role Nichols will as­
sist Dr. Tony Finley, dean of the 

Dr. Jim Ni(hols 

College of 
Education, 
in overall ad­
ministration 
duties, while 
continuing 
to serve as 
the director 
of graduate 
studies. 

Bashaw will direct the University's 
programs that prepare students for 
administrative positions in school 
districts. 

Nichols, a professor of educa­
tion, has been a member of the 
staff and faculty since 1977. He 
won the Distinguished Teacher 
Award in 1987 and 1992. He is a 
graduate of Southern Arkansas 
University, Auburn University and 
the University of Arkansas. 

Bashaw, an assistant professor of 
education, 
has been a 
member of 
the faculty 
since 1999. 
Prior to 
joining the 
faculty, he 
taught for 

Pat Bashaw 14 years in 
the Riverview School District, most 
recently as the elementary principal 
at the Kensett, Ark. , campus. 

Bashaw holds the baccalaureate 
and master's degree from the Uni­
versity. He is currently completing 
his doctorate at the University of 
Arkansas at Little Rock. 

Shultz to evaluate 
nursing literature 

Dr. Cathleen Shultz, dean 
of the College of Nursing, 
has been appointed task 
force chair with the National 
League for Nursing. The task 
force is to conduct a meta­
analysis and prepare a 
monograph and book man­
uscript of literature related 
to "New Teaching/Learn­
ing/Evaluation Paradigms." 

Beth Wilson helps 
prepare video 

Dr. Beth Wilson, professor 
of family and consumer sci­
ences and department 
chair, served as a trainer in 
the University of Arkansas 
Cooperative Extension Ser­
vice's compressed video, 
"Best Care: Myths and 
Magic,"Dec.1,2001.The 
topic of her presentation 
was"Promoting Emotional 
Health in Young Children." 

Ed Wilson named 
Solar System 
Ambassador 

As a representative of 
NASA's Jet Propulsion Labo­
ratory's (JPL) Solar System 
Ambassador program, Dr. Ed 
Wilson, professor of chem­
istry, has been selected to 
lead public events around 
Arkansas in 2002. 

Wilson will run events 
such as star parties, lectures, 
community displays, musi­
cal presentations and library 
appearances, conveying 
news and excitement about 
solar-system exploration. 
JPL provides him with spe­
cial training opportunities, 
including question-and-an­
swer sessions with leaders 
of interplanetary missions. 
It also supplies materials 
such as the latest pictures 
from JPL -managed space­
crafts orbiting Mars and 
Jupiter. 
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Sidelines 
Farley receives 
basketball accolades 

Junior guard Aaron Farley 
was named to Daktronics 
Second Team All-South 
Region by a vote of the 
region's sports information 
directors. He received the 
same honor from the Na­
tional Association of Basket­
ball Coaches. Farley also 
earned FirstTeam All-Gulf 
South Conference honors 
for the second consecutive 
season. 

Lawrence, Ware 
achieve academic 
honors 

Forwards Heather 
Lawrence and Chad Ware 
are the first University play­
ers to earn Academic All­
Gulf South Conference 
honors. 

Lawrence, a junior ac­
counting major from Mem­
phis, Tenn., ranks seventh in 
career rebounding for the 
Lady Bisons. 

Ware, a native of Spring­
dale, Ark., averaged 8.4 
points and 5.1 rebounds per 
game. He is a sophomore 
accounting major. 

Sept.28 

Oct.S 

Oct.12 

Ort ~ 9 

No.v •. L 

Nov.16 
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Bisons take first trip to 
GSC Tournament 
THE BISON BASKETBALL TEAM won 
16 games, the most since joining 
the NCAA, and made their first ap­
pearance in the Gulf South Confer­
ence (GSC) Tournament. With an 
8-8 conference record, the Bisons 
qualified as the fourth seed from 
the West Division, earning their 
sixth trip to the postseason in the 
last nine years. 

Much of the team's success came 
in the legendary Rhodes Field 
House. The Bisons won a school­
record 13 of 16 home games this 
year, including seven straight to 
start the season. 

The first loss of the season came 
in game eight to NCAA Division I 
foe Louisiana Tech University. In 
that game, the Bisons nailed 14 
three-point shots, the most ever by 
a Tech opponent. Of the 11 losses 
during the year, seven were by five 
points or less. 

By Feb. 14, the Bisons had a 5-7 
conference record and needed to 
win three of the last four to qualifY 
for the GSC Tournament. The 
team opened that stretch with a 96-
63 rout of Christian Brothers Uni­
versity in Memphis, Tenn., and 
followed that with an 81-77 win 
over Delta State University, the 
third-ranked team in the South Re-

?p.m. 

7p.m. 

1:30 p.m. 

2p.m. 

82-79 decision at Ouachita Baptist COUntry/track COach among nations elite Bisons who compete in the number abneldl aPnedrnDillaanAx
1
_elealsCso

0
nrr'alSeasr.a Camp-

University, the Bisons came home 1-singles slot. Other Bisons with 
and defeated Arkansas Tech Uni- ATHLETIC DIRECTOR Greg Harnden BOTH THE MEN's AND WOMEN's impressive records include Klaus Pernilla Axelsson, a senior from 
versity 79-7 6 before a record crowd recently announced that Steve tennis teams are well on their way Schmidt ( 6-1), Artur Sikora (7-5) Sweden and a transfer from Arkan-
of 3,245. Guymon, presently the head cross to qualifYing for NCAA Division and Justin John (8-3). sas State, is an undefeated 8-0 at 

The Bisons fell 95-73 to Val- country/track coach at Cordova II regionals as they did last year. The Bisons have an 18-11 record number 1 singles and has a perfect 
dosta State University in the first High School in Cordova, Tenn., The Bisons, off to a 9-2 start, in doubles play, with the team of 21-0 mark in the top spot in her 
round of the tournament. will replace current coach Bryan are ranked fourth in the NCAA Martinez and Schmidt compiling a two seasons as a Lady Bison. 

Junior guard Aaron Farley led Phillips in August. Division II South Region and 23rd perfect 5-0 mark. Freshmen Derek Eva Axelsson and Laura Tollett 
the team, averaging 17.2 points per Phillips recently resigned that in the nation. Leading the push to Bullington and Stephen Paine are 4- both have 44 victories in their ca-
game and ranking in the top 10 in position to teach full time in the regionals is freshman David Fer- 2 as a doubles duo. reers, good for seventh on Bar-
the GSC in six different categories. kinesiology department. reira, who is undefeated in singles The women built a 10-2 record ding's career victories list. 

Three other Bisons averaged Last season, in leading Cordova play, with an 8-0 record. to start the season and are ranked The Axelsson sisters have a com-
double figures in scoring, including to third place in the Tennessee Sec- Reigning Gulf South Confer- fourth in the South Region and bined 5-0 record as the Lady 
junior forward Jason Malek at ondary School Athletic Association ence player of the year, Jacobo 24th in NCAA Division II. Bisons' top doubles team. The 
15.5, senior forward Datron Wil- (TSSAA) State Championship, Martinez, is off to a 9-5 start in Four Lady Bisons have reached Campbell and Corrales duo is 7-1. 
son at 13.1, and junior guard Chris Guymon was named "Best of the 
Campbell at 12 points per game. Preps" Track Coach of the Year by 
Malek was the team's leading re- the Memphis Commercial-Appeal, 
bounder at 6. 7 rebounds per game, TSSAA Section 4AAA Track Coach 
and sophomore guard Darren Me- of the Year, and TSSAA Region 7 
Crillis led the team with 4.2 assists Track Coach of the Year. He also 
per contest. Junior guard Carl earned TSSAA's Region 7 Cross 
Vault was one of the top defenders Country Coach of the Year title in 
in the country with 62 steals, 2000. 
which led the GSC. Prior to 

Napier leads Lady 
Bisons in scoring 
RECOVERED FROM A KNEE INJURY 
that kept her from playing much of 
last season, senior Mindy Napier 
averaged a team-high 12.4 points 
per game during the Lady Bisons 
10-16 season. 

Napier led the team in scoring 
eight times, including a season­
high 25 points against the Univer­
sity of North Alabama. Napier 
scored 911 points in her career, fin­
ishing as the 1Oth leading scorer in 
Lady Bison history. 

Also providing scoring punch 
was junior guard Julie Wright. She 
averaged 12 points per game and 
led the team in three-point field 
goals (50), free throw percentage 
(83.8), assists (80) and steals (42). 

Junior forward Heather Lawr­
ence led the team in rebounding, 
averaging 9 per game. She was 
third in scoring at 10.2 points per 
game. 

Kendra Bell scored 9.4 points 
per game as the team's only other 
senior. Junior Susan Berry con­
tributed 8.8 points per game. 

The top freshman player was 
Saretha Jackson, who averaged 5 
points and 4.1 rebounds per game. 

Steve Guymon 

his five-year 
stint at Cor­
dova, Guy­
mon spent 
10 years as 
the recruit­
ing coordi­
nator and 

assistant cross country/track coach 
at the University of Kansas. During 
his time with the Jayhawks, he 
coached 15 All-Americans and 15 
Big Eight individual champions. 

"I have great respect for the tra­
dition and the national reputation 
that Ted Lloyd and Bryan Phillips 
have created at Harding. I am 
going to do my best to keep that 
going," said Guymon. 

During his time at the helm of 
the cross country/track program, 
Phillips coached more than 20 All­
Americans and led both cross coun­
try teams to the NCAA Division II 
National Meet each of the last two 
years. The Bison men's team placed 
fifth at nationals in November, the 
highest finish by a Gulf South Con­
ference (GSC) school since 1979. 

In the last two years, Phillips 
earned four GSC and three South 
Region Coach of the Year honors as 
Harding won both the men's and 
women's conference titles in their 
first two seasons in the league. 

Canada's Sean Camilleri hits one of two doubles during the game with Williams Baptist College. Camilleri had four hits, and the Bisons won 16-5. 

Bison baseball team 
off to quick start 
THE BISON BASEBALL TEAM used 
eight- and six-game winning streaks 
to jump out to an early 15-3 overall 
record, tying the best start in 
school history. 

Mter dropping their season 
opener, the Bisons won eight 
straight. The weekend of Feb. 15-
16, the team traveled to Branson, 
Mo., and won all three games of 
the Snowball Classic, hosted by 
College of the Ozarks, to take the 
tournament championship. 

They then suffered their only 
home loss of the season, 10-5, to 
Lyon College, but responded with 
six more wins. They swept a dou-

bleheader at Northeastern State 
University, a team they were 3-13 
against when both schools were 
members of the Lone Star Confer­
ence. Following a 13-2 win over 
University of the Ozarks, the Bisons 
opened Gulf South Conference 
(GSC) play with a three-game sweep 
of Christian Brothers University, the 
first for the Bisons in the GSC. 

Junior center fielder Stephen 
Smith and junior right-hander 
Aaron Gurley both received GSC 
Player of the Week honors for their 
performances against Christian 
Brothers. 

Offensively, the Bisons are led 
by senior right fielder Kenny 
Sprenger who has a .407 average. 
He also leads the team with 11 

walks and ranks second with six 
doubles. Smith and senior Ben 
James have both launched a team­
best four home runs. Sophomore 
third baseman Morgan Trotter 
leads the Bisons and ranks sixth in 
the GSC with 22 RBI. 

As a team, the Bisons are hitting 
.334 and average almost eight runs 
per game. They have 18 home runs 
to their opponents combined total 
of five. 

The Bison pitching staff ranks 
fifth in the GSC with a 3.44 
earned-run average. Junior Matt 
Walter leads the team and the con­
ference with a perfect 4-0 record. 
Gurley, senior Ryan Lee and fresh­
man Brandon Kimbrough are also 
off to strong starts. 

ATHLETICS • 

ide/me$ 
Ritakallio fifth 
at nationals 

Senior Hanna Ritakallio 
finished fifth in the BOO­
meter run at the NCAA Divi­
sion II Indoor National Meet 
March 9 at the Reggie Lewis 
Track and Athletic Center in 
Boston, earning her second 
indoor and third overall All­
American honor. She broke 
her own school record with 
a 2:09.92 in the preliminar­
ies, the second fastest quali­
fying time. The Finland 
native then ran a 2:10.54 in 
the finals. 
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pays - they are passage to th 

and to opportu 

Russia and Venezuela, five 

students speak openly about 

America, personal goals and faith. 

Emily Mazhirina is on a 

Quest for a future 
I~C URIT\' f ') Sll STIZJC::T at the U.S. Embassy in St. Peters­

burg, Russia, rhat whe n J 7-ye<H-o lcl Emily Mazhirina 
applied for her romisr visa, officials th e1·e pur her up <lg~ i n s r the 
wall and proceeded ro search her bags, her notebook ~ nd even 

her pc r:;on. 
Thus, Emily's adve> Llt liL-e to the Un ited Srate:s bega n. 

"This is my first trif1 to Ameri ca, and it was re ~d l y Jnrd. 
All rho: visas, p<l pc: rs and going rh rough. consuJ.s are a 

lor of work," ~ he says. Bm for a yo un g Russ ian who 
had cradled a des ire to see America fm years, rhe wo rk 
was wo1-rh ir. 

Emil y spem her !ir.1r coup le oF mo nths in NJshv ill e, 
Tenn., which she laLLghingly terms "real Americ 1" in 

com p<lrison to small-town Sea rcy. "lt was awesome. I 
fOund our abo ut peopk, went ro art and history m useums-
1,000 rim es r \Vent - just to sec Van Cogh. Expressionism is 
my favorite." 

She also spem som e rime in Fayettev ille, Ark., w ith her 
ti-iLnd Alex lva nn ikov ('99), also tl-om Sc. Petersburg, who 
talked co Em ily abom Harding. in a rapid progression of 
events, Emily w:.1s accepred ro rhe University in late _july and 
ho us ed by M ike Williams, <lssis tant vice presidem For admis­
si ons and student hnan cial services, waiting hll" the dorms ro 
open for the bll semcsrer. " j really appreciate how Mr. 
W illi<lms helped me ro come here and explained everythin g ro 
me," she says . 

Since then, Emily has unreservtdly dousc:d herself in Uni­
versity life. She is work ing 15-20 hours a week for campus 
catering, practicing the pia110, and majoring in both vocal 
music and graphic des ign - an economic move on her pcuL 
''T he thing is. vou're nor ge rr ing an v mont:y to r music," she 
says. '' l pL~n ;o' work in rl ~e gra~hic ,design fi eld so I can ge t 
somt' money to pay Fo r nw school. " 

Indeed, Emily hopes to stay in the United States for he1· ca-

ren, believing rJ1is is CU LTt: nrly her on ly opportunity for a hnan­
cial ly-so u11d li(:e . "lfl stayed in Russia, I wo uld beco me nobody 
- nobody, that's for sure. I'd just be another Russi.an trying to 

get a job worki ng . .. ar McDona ld '.~ or whar.ever, just wo rki ng. 
''There are a lor of probkms r.hat om presi.d.enr is trying ro 

solve, but it wil l. tak~ him a lon g, long rime. M.aybe it wiLl. t<lkc 
20, 50 or even 100 years, and by this time, I'll be old and not 
getting fro m lire anything rhar 1 want. Hert> I have a poss ibility 
ro get <\ lor from li fe, from <1 job," she says . 

E ,\IJ LY\ \ TARN ING for an American advenr u.re has slowly trans­
form ed into a goal and hope for her own future , spuned by dif­
ficult ies faced in Russ ia. Her fi nancial planning revea ls a 
m.atLI L·iry most 17-year-olds do not possess, and yet, sh.e is still 
on ly 17 an d thousa nds of m iles from. home and her fan1.dy. 
Sometimes it's all roo overw helming. 

''Whe n I cam e he1·e, I was ready for a new experience, bur 
then I 1·e:dized thar yo u wi ll 11 ever lind another place like yo m 
motherland. In America, there is really good stuff~ and you can 
hve well , bur it sti ll won\ be the W<l)' you vve re raised , or your 
h·iends , .. it's nor rhc same. Sometimes you just f-eel lo nely," 
Emily says. 

She has learned a lot in her ] 1 1110 11ths in the srcHes, fro m 
an w rhe Bible, from music to deb it ca rd s, but perhaps rhe 
most tender new truth Fo r E mily is that there 1eally is no p lace 
like home. 

''\'V'hen yo u are rhere [in Russia], you see all the neg<Hives ," 
she S<1ys. "Bur now I love my mo therland more because it's the 
country of my parents, co untry of my grandparents, and I hope 
the coLunry of my children . T hope of thar. " 

Perhaps hope w ill become reality, and Russia will grow 
srrong enough to bolster Emily's dream to fi nd Enancial inde­
pendence and raise a fam il y in her home land. l f not, rhe United 
Stares oHers possibilities fo r a better lite, now and later. iBI 
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Venezuela's Goyo Nieto came for love, but is 

Returning for ministry 
ARAH (SHADE '00) NIETO DOESN'T MIND that her hus­
band, Goyo, wears his wedding ring on his right hand. 

For Venezuelans like Goyo, a band on either ring finger clearly 
signals "taken." And while he has worn the ring for a mere 20 
months, he's been taken with Sarah since the summer of 1998. 

Goyo, 27, starred writing Sarah after meeting her during 
the University's summer campaign to Venezuela. He was 

the newest of three preachers at the 180-member church 
of Christ in San Cristobal, Venezuela, and she was a 
campaigner assigned to his congregation. Sarah, a 
Spanish minor from St. Peters, Mo., was slow in re­
sponding to his correspondence. 

"Eventually I wrote him back," she says, laughing. 
Their Spanish e-mails crisscrossed countries for two 

years, and after several international Bights, one denied tourist 
visa, a national flood disaster in Venezuela, and nine months of 
English lessons, Sarah had an engagement ring, and Goyo had a 
student visa to attend Harding's School of Biblical Studies 
(HSBS). 

"I felt like the whole country was against me when they de­
nied my visa, and our families were against me because they 
were scared, and everybody was against me," says Goyo. "But 
God was with us." 

In fact, after 
arriving in Searcy in 
August 2000 after 
an eight-hour drive 
from Houston (fol­
lowing the long 
Bight from 
Venezuela), Goyo 
thought God might 
be the only one 
with him. "I came 
from Texas to Ar­
kansas, and there 
was this emptiness. 
I thought, 'So 
where's this huge 
and wonderful 
country?' I wasn't 
expecting cows and 
a lot of plains. 

"I was alone. 
Nobody was here. 
Sarah was working, 
and I was facing all the change alone." 

The "change" included everything from the suffocating Ar­
kansas humidity to the more substantial culture shock of a dif­
ferent language. 

"My first semester was horrible. Not my grades, but learning 
and listening. The semesters in the HSBS program are eight 
weeks long, and in my first eight weeks, I had to read seven 
books. Reading is my best skill because of that class," Goyo says. 

And as he was finally settling into a class routine, October 
rolled around - time to get married. Then it was Sarah's turn 
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to experience some culture shock. 
''I've had to learn to cook heavier meals. Lunch is the main 

meal in Venezuela, and I gave Goyo a plate with a sandwich on 
it. He does not eat sandwiches for lunch," says Sarah, still 
amused by her early ventures. "Now I've learned to make a 
huge meal for dinner that will give us leftovers for lunch." 

Sarah has also learned to make fresh fruit juice, and once 
every week she and Goyo make traditional Venezuelan arepas 
-the equivalent of stuffed pitas- to have a taste of home. 

But food is just one way the Nietos harbor a little of 
Venezuela in Searcy. Casitas decorating the walls, a Venezuelan 
Bag hanging in the guest bedroom, the small four-stringed in­
strument called a cuatro that Goyo serenades Sarah with all 
echo Latin roots. And of course, so does the Spanish they speak 
at home. 

"GOYO DIDN'T SPEAK ANY ENGLISH WHEN WE MET. Our rela­
tionship was based in Spanish, so I guess that's why we still 
speak it," Sarah says. 

In fact, English was Goyo's major hesitation in applying to 
the HSBS program. "I really wanted to learn more about the 
Bible, and we didn't have any school in Venezuela. To be hon­

est, though, I didn't 
think I could do it. 
I thought it would 
be too hard for me 
since I was just 
learning the lan­
guage, and this is 
college level. But 
Sarah kept encour­
aging me to come 
here." 

The challenge is 
worth it to Goyo, 
though, for the 
preparation he's re­
ceiving. "Just for 
Greek, biblical in­
terpretation and 
Old Testament 
classes, it's worth it 
to come here. The 
professors tell you 
something simple 
that has a lot be­

hind it because they know Hebrew and Greek and the culture 
behind the passage." 

Goyo hopes his knowledge will eventually benefit other 
Venezuelans who have a desire to learn God's Word. He and 
Sarah have recently approached Armando Alaniz of the Sunset 
School of Preaching in Miami about establishing a school of 
preaching in San Cristobal. 

"We don't have any formal Bible education in Venezuela. 
We have 50 churches of Christ, and only two preachers have 
gone to school. The rest of them are just trained by missionar-

ies and teaching themselves, so it is a huge necessity." 
''And we realized how hard it is to get enough money to 

move to the United States and learn the language to get a for­
mal education," Sarah adds. "The closest training is in Ecuador. 
This would be more accessible to Venezuelans." 

Offering the two further motivation, the Venezuelan gov­
ernment has recently demanded that all non-Catholic preachers 
receive a formal education. "They say they don't want to have 
backyard churches," Goyo says. "We want to do something 
new and something good for the country." 

Sarah agrees, and in 2004 the two plan to return to 

Venezuela to pursue this dream - though it's not what either 
originally anticipated for their ministry. 

"What I really want to do is preach, be a preacher," says 
Goyo. "I want to work with the families and young people, but 
I think sometimes you have to do what you have to do. I think 
right now I need to continue this process. We need this. So I'm 
going to be a teacher-preacher. I'm ready to do that." 

Sarah, too, is ready. "Maybe some day we will want to come 
back. But right now we just want to go there!" 

Perhaps then the Nietos Venezuelan visitors will find an 
American Bag hanging in the guest bedroom. lHl 

Out of communist clutches, Vera Ranchinskaya is 

ERA RANCHINSKAYA OF BELARUS bristles when cafete­
ria goers pile their plates with food they never touch. 

"If they only knew," the senior international busi-
ness major says, referring to her experience ofliving 
under rations. "Once the Soviet Union fell apart, we 

had a really hard time finding food. There were 
coupons, and we would stand in line for three and four 
hours just for bread and milk." 

Those memories have stayed with Vera through the 
years, across the ocean, and today she still finds herself 
pausing in the grocery section ofWal-Mart. "I just stand 
and look at the food and smile because it's going to be here 
tomorrow, you know," she says. "It's great." 

Though her classmates may never fully grasp what she's 
been through, Vera doesn't begrudge their naivete. Instead she 
recognizes that they have been blessed not to know hunger - a 
hardship that pales when compared to other struggles Belaru­
sians faced at the collapse of the Soviet Union. 

Communism had offered structure and organization to the 

Free to dream 
country; people had hope for their futures. Vera says even 
kindergartners volunteered to die for Lenin and give their lives 
to lead the country to a brighter future. But unfortunately, the 
brighter future the citizens of Belarus spoke of never dawned, 
and they soon found out the glossy stories of Lenin and his per­
fect childhood - a childhood they were taught to emulate -
were fiction. Lies. 

"You don't want to believe anything after that because what 
you've been told since you were born was all a lie. So there's no 
structure; there are no goals to live for," Vera says, explaining 
the state of her home country. 

Those dismal sentiments did not permeate Vera, though. She 
has goals, and five years ago she came to the United States to 
achieve them. She misses her small Kansas-sized Belarus with the 
four distinct seasons and "real" pine trees, but she knows Amer­
ica, and more specifically Harding, is where she needs to be. 

"I love Harding. I always call it home when I talk to my 
mom and dad," she says. "I've made some of my best friends 
here, and I think I've grown a lot. 

"Starting college when I was 16 meant that I had to know 
what I wanted to do with my life. It's made me grow up a linle 
more." 

On the fast track to adulthood, Vera will be only 20 when 
she graduates with her B. B.A. in international business and 
starts the University's M.B.A. program in August. Post 2004 
graduation, she hopes to do financial analysis in collaboration 
with international business. And that's just the tip of her dreams. 

''I'm really hoping that in 15 years, I can organize a non­
profit rehab center for teenagers who have drug and alcohol ad­
diction problems - but not the kind they are forced to come 
to," Vera says. "I just want it to be a place they can come, stay 
for as long as they want, get help, and know that there is still 
hope for the future." 

After all, Vera knows the importance of having hope for the 
future, and she believes the offer of a prosperous life is one of 
America's most effective lures. 

"One thing I enjoy the most about the United States is you 
can always do something to make your life better," she says. 
''Another thing is the freedom. Back home we don't have free­
dom of speech, freedom of press. Here you're just free to speak 
your mind, be who you are and who you want to be, and learn. 
It's great." 

Her only dilemma so far - there are too many opportuni­
ties and not enough time to realize them all. lHl 
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From Albania to America with a 

Love for language 
MAGINE BEING RAISED IN A CLOSED COUNTRY 
under communism and hearing about the 
United States- this great country with big sky­
scrapers and lights," says 21-year-old Ilir Skendaj 
ofTirana, Albania. In truth, though, not many 
Americans can imagine growing up in Albania. 

But Ilir is used to Albania's crowded streets, 
hot with the hurry of walking shoppers. He's ex­
perienced at bargaining in open street markets 
that trickle through piazzas. 

He's weathered a couple of earthquakes, and 
he's seen his country riot in response to eco­
nomic problems. He's fully aware that Albania is 
the gate between Eastern and Western Europe, 

and thus frequented by drug traffickers and prostitutes. And he 
does understand what it is like to be raised in a closed country 
under communism, left only to dream of foreign travel, or else 

face charge of espionage. 
Fortunately, though, dream were enough to mocivare Ili r co 

prepare himself for the e~trance of demo.cracy, and he. rat;~ed 
studyi ng languages: Engl.tSh, Prench, Ic~l 1an and pam h. You 
have to love languages and learn them m order to go our be­
cause nobody else in. the world peaks Albanian, ' he ays. "Bu 
I also just like languages." 

In fact, Ilir worked as an interpreter for an Italian mission­
ary olely fo r the opporrun icy to practice lralian. He had 1'\0 

idea the job would change his life. "I jusr read Giuseppe's 
preaching and did che rranslarions, he say . "He never pushed 
me, but by looking at his thing , 1 had chi urge m ger baptized. 
I fel t like it was the righr thing to do. ' 

So Ilir's passion for languages brought him to his Savior, and 
after communism fell, it also brought him out of Albania. 

AFTER TAKING A ONE-YEAR ACCELERATED English course, Ilir 
came to the United States in the fall of 1998. "There were 
seven of us who came over together as part of the student ex­
change program to finish up our senior year of high school. I 
went to Morrilton (Ark.) High School for two months, but 
there were too many Albanians in the same school, and we got 

kicked out," Ilir says. 
Because of a new school policy, all seven Albanians were 

abrupcly denied an education and forced to rake the G.E.D. 
exam afrer only five month in America. 

Again fl ir's affi nicy for languages beneficed him, andafrer 
passing the G.E.D. exam and pending a semester ~r C:owleys 
Ridge College in Paragould, Ark., he came ro Harding ill the 
fal l of 1999 m study informatio n rechno)ogy. o far, he's en-

joyed his cime in Searcy. 
"l think my experience here has been realJy good. The pro­

fessors are realJy hel pful and undersrandi og of problems be­
cau e cl1cy know rha.t we are inrernacional sruden , ' says Il ir. 

"And rhar's one thing I notice about Americans, roo. You've 
got nice people. Everybody' got a big smile on their face, and 
they're like, 'How ca n we help you?' I love it. I think one of the 
best experiences of rhe United States is just being with the 

people." 
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Ilir enjoys the company of Americans - playing soccer and 
eating at restaurants with new friends - but nothing compares 
to spending time with the 18 other Albanians enrolled at the 
University. "I think everybody is the same way, in that just 
being away from our country makes us feel more nationalistic, 
more patriotic. We try to get together as much as we can, ar­
ranging our schedules so that we can come together and sing 
Albanian songs, drink Fanta and watch Albanian movies, or 
just remember the Albanian language." 

Obviously the languages, movies, songs, governments and 
education systems of Albania and the United States differ, but 
there are still a few things in life that transcend culture, one of 
which is family. It's a universal truth that when a child leaves 
home, mom will miss him. 

"Whenever I talk to my mom, she's like, 'Oh, Ilir, how are 
you doing? I kiss you, kiss you," he says, laughing. "You know 
how moms are." 

They're the same across the globe. lHI 

Christina Zhu knows what it takes 

To be a Christian 
IANGTAN, CHINA, IS AN OLD CITY with narrow streets 

traced by shops and swelling seven-Boor apartment 
buildings. People don't have cars. The economy is 

bad. But for 23-year-old Christina Zhu, it is home­
a home she first left eight years ago to attend a boarding 

school four hours away, a home she most recently left to 

study computer science at the University. 
Christina's life changed after hearing the soft mid­

night voice on the radio at the boarding school. She 
used to worship idols, but that voice transmitted from 
Hong Kong told Christina about God for the first 
time. 

"I had heard nothing about Jesus Christ, never 
seen a Bible in my life," she says. 

The voice talked about salvation, Jesus dying so that people 
may become friends with God, about eternal life. For 
Christina, the new thoughts triggered only questions. '"What's 
eternal life? What's Jesus?' I thought. And the voice said that 
the Bible is the Word from God. He always talked about the 
Bible, and I wondered, 'What does the Bible look like - big, 
heavy, everybody can read it, made of bamboo?' He talked 
about many books, and I thought, 'How am I going to carry all 
these books?' I had so many questions," she says. 

Christina decided she wanted to read God's Word. She 
found a state church, which in China is the people's legal win­
dow to religious "freedom," a conglomeration of doctrinal in­
terpretations of Christianity. As it turned out, she couldn't 
understand the dialect in which the service was conducted, but 
she did find a Bible. 

Propelled by her questions, Christina rose each morning at 6 
and read three chapters, starting with Genesis, and finishing a 
year and a half later with Revelation. "During this time I didn't 
meet a preacher or have friends who were Christians, so I had 
to do it by myself I decided I wanted to become a Christian," 
she says. 

A surprise invitation from a girl at school led Christina to 
attend a Sunday party to practice her English. She soon discov­
ered that the "Sunday parcy" was actually a gathering of Chris­
tians involved with the underground church. Christina studied 
the Bible with them, and after hearing Milo Hadwin ('61) 
preach, she was baptized. 

FUELED WITH A NEW FAITH, she returned to her family. She 
broke the family idols and burned the books. There would be 
no more trips to pagan temples for Christina Zhu. 

"I said, 'Mom, you cannot have these because there is a true 
living God, and these are handmade things. They are not real 
gods, and our God is upset with this.' My mom said, 'Oh, these 
are expensive; you shouldn't break them."' 

Her dad, who is agnostic, thought she was crazy and worried 
that her new religion would hurt her chance for a good job, a 
good future. 

An undeterred Christina continued to talk about God to her 
mother, who was baptized last year at age 61. 

Both Christina and her mother have experienced verbal per­
secution because of their faith, and Christina has been pricked 

by barbs of criticism from her teachers and classmates in China. 
"I felt so lonely, I had no friends, and I said, 'God, if one 

day I can be at a place to just have a brother and sister, a fellow­
ship, I want to tell people how you have changed my life. I 
would tell people I was not a good person, and I worshipped 
idols and other pagan things, and how I know it is the blood of 
Jesus that has changed my life."' 

When Hadwin told Christina about the University, she un­
derstood the answer to her prayer. "I'd never been to a Christ­
ian school before, and I couldn't even imagine. So I asked Milo 
what it would look like. He said the people go to chapel every 
morning, and they have a Bible class, and that most people are 
Christians and believe the same truths in God." 

In August of2000, the goodbyes commenced, and Christina 
departed from the traditions, the red lanterns of the Chinese 
New Year, the crowded streets ofXiangtan, her family; her coun­
try. She lefr without any idea of where Arkansas was. She thought 
she would probably have to ride a bike from Little Rock to 
Searcy, but it didn't matter because she was going to a Christian 
school. After three days of travel, Christina arrived at the Little 
Rock Airport and saw a student holding a poster with her name 
on it. She wouldn't need to ride a bike to Searcy after all. 

It's been two years since Christina's first minutes in America. 
She's done some adjusting, not all of it easy. She misses China, 
and she would like to go back to talk to her father about God. 
But for now, Harding is home. "I couldn't think of another 
place in this world that I could go for school. I think this is the 
best place for me, and I just love the people here." 

The people, the professors are Christina's new family, and as 
she bravely points out, "The bond of Christ is closer than the 
blood of a people, of a culture." lHI 
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Basketball athlete 
rebounding 

•toward 
lS 

by APRIL MOUSER 

photography by 1 E FF MONTGOMERY 

DURING BISON BASKETBALL GAMES, Stephen 
Marx is content to sit on the sidelines. Though this University junior from Clarksville, Texas, once dreamed of 
making shots as a player on the basketball court, these days he's focused on calling the shots as a coach. 

When an injury left him without the use of his legs at age 15, this gifted high school athlete gradually shifted 
modes to coach mentality. It was something he had planned for anyway- albeit later in life - after the theoreti-

cal professional career ended. 
Today Marx is in his fifrh year of coaching a Little Rock, Ark., team in the junior wheelchair basketball pro-

gram. This year they placed third in the national championship held in February in Birmingham, Ala. His team is 

composed of boys 12 and under, who shoot at an 8 1/2-foor goal. 
"It is not the Special Olympics," he eJ_Tiphasizes. "I.t is very All are is ues Mar~ has c.onfroorcd since his accid.ent: He lives 

competitive. They have tryouts and practices. These kids work re- alone off campu , dnves, mes ro understand the danng game, and 
ally hard." has deale with the protective parenc. 

Marx knows about the competitive nature of wheelchair basket- "When I was at home, my mom tried to do everything for me, 
ball fi rsr-hand. He used ro play for the Rollin' Razo.rbacks, a highly especially right after the accident," he says. "But she eventually got 
competitive Di,•i ion I wheelchair baskerbal l ream. T he ream the picture." 
earned a spot in rhe 2002 ummer Olympics i1~ ydney, bur Marx . However, dating is one is.sue that h~s ~ot been resol~ed as cas-
decided he needed ro focus on chool .. . and h1 players. 1ly. Marx says the challenge 1t presents 1s one of the senous down­

From A to Z 
Rather than dwelling on his own disability, he'd much rather 

talk about these children, who view him as a big brother. "They've 
been through a lot more than most people their age," he says. 

Unlike Marx, whose injuries were sustained later in life, most of 
these children were born with conditions such as cerebral palsy or 
spina bifida, and have never known any other lifestyle. 

"I'm like an encyclopedia for them," he says. "They ask me 
questions about driving, dating, college, being on your own. Their 
moms tend to baby them." 

14 Spring 2002. HARD [NG 

sides" of being in a wheelchair. 
"You know for a fact that there are people you can't date now," 

he says. "There are some things you just can't do anymore­
things like walking and holding hands, climbing Bee Rock, or 
jumping off cliffs at Heber prings." The irony is that he has al­
ways been attracted tO active women who pursued such activities. 

"The whole siruation baffies me," he says. "You get taken out of 
an equation because of something you have no control over." But, 
as he also admits, it's a senrime.nr cha r is echoed univcr ally by 
many men and women, able-bodied and chose who use wheel­
chairs. 

Though it may baffie him, it doesn't deter him. Marx says he's 
always had a competitive drive, which extends to all aspects of his 
life, from dating to sports. Basketball feeds this drive. Neither of 
his parents was sports driven, so initially he began playing basket­
ball to prove to them that a contact sport was not going to kill 
him. After his accident, he began playing wheelchair basketball to 
prove that he could still do it. 

The Accident 
One day after school Marx was home with a friend who was 

looking at one of his dad's guns, a World War II boot Derringer 
that had been jammed for about 30 years. As the friend was 
putting the gun back into its case, it went off. 

The bullet passed through Marx's aorta, esophagus and di­
aphragm before becoming lodged in the T-1 0 vertebra. He awoke 
after more than eight hours of surgery. As he once told a local re­
porter, "I remember being thrilled when I woke up. My dad is a 
pathologist, and I was glad I wasn't one of his patients right then." 

Such is the optimism with which he has approached life since 

that fateful day. "You can either lie there and be 
depressed, or you can do something," he says. 

As anyone who has spent any amount of time 
around Marx will tell you, he has chosen the latter. 
"He is a great person kids look to as an example of 
hard work and determination," said Jeff Morgan, 
men's basketball coach. Marx has spent the last rwo 
summers helping at Morgan's youth basketball 
camps. 

A System of Support 
Teresa McLeod, disability specialist and coun­

selor for Student Support Services, says she has 
noticed gains Marx has made in his time at the 
University. "Stephen is his own advocate," she said. 
"He doesn't need me like he did his freshman year. 
He has really great communication skills with his 
teachers." 

McLeod describes her role as that of a liaison 
between faculty and students. ''I'm there to make 
sure students get adequate accommodations in any 
class," she explains. That may mean arranging for 
tutors in certain subjects or making the location of 
the class accessible. 

When Marx first arrived at the University in 
1997, the Student Support Services office was on 
the third floor of the Administration Building, a 
building that has no elevator. 

"Stephen named me 'Mother Teresa,"' McLeod 
explains. "He would yell up the stairs to get my at­
tention, and we would meet in the lobby or in 
Harold Alexander's office, which was on the 
ground floor." Now the offices are located in the 
Lee Building, but the nickname stuck. 

"We should all take lessons from Stephen," she 
says. "He never says, 'Look what's happened to me.' 

"He has a good sense of humor, and he's not 
shy about sharing his past or revealing his insecuri­
ties. He has great people skills and a lot of empa­
thy. He'll be really good with youth." 

Now, as he looks toward a career in coaching upon graduation 
in May 2003- and he's adamant about coaching able-bodied 
players- he wants to prove to everyone that he can do it. He 
knows he may meet some resistance. "I get the looks when I tell 
people who don't know me that I'm going to coach." 

But that doesn't bother him, and he's confident that he will 
eventually gain his players' respect. "If you're in a position to be a 
coach, the players have to listen to you- they don't have much of 
a choice. Then, they see it working. If you know what you're talk­
ing about, players pick up on it." And, as he points out, "I can get 
out there and shoot with them." 

This determination to stay in the game - both figuratively and 
literally- has convinced McLeod and Morgan and many others 
on the University campus that he'll go far in whichever direction 
he chooses. 

"My friends tell me they forget I'm in a wheelchair," he says. "If 
people can do that, it's harder to be looked at as if you're handi­
capped. And really, I'm not. I can do pretry much anything that 
anyone else does." lHI 
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Barbara Bush 

imparts wisdom 

gleaned from 

roles as 

by A P R IL M 0 USER 

photography by JEFF MONTGOMERY 

OR FORMER FIRST LADY and current "first mom" Barbara Bush, an 

invitation to the University was a long time coming. Her son, George W , 
was on campus in 1988, campaigning for his soon-to-be-president father, 

George, who spoke here in 1997. ''I'm honored that you invited me to be 
part of your lecture series," Barbara Bush told the capacity crowd gathered in 

Benson Auditorium on April 11. "When I told George where I was going, he told 
me that he had already visi ted your beautiful campus, and he said he loved it and 

I should accept the invitation." 
Though she was invited to 

campus to speak based on her 
own credentials, she did make 
several references to her hus­
band and son, the "Presidents 
Bush," or "President Bushes," a 
nomenclature that has yet to be 
determined. 

"As a mother, I would give 
anything not to have to see the 
president deal with the awful 
crises in the world and serve at 
th is challenging time in our 
history," she said of George 
W.'s role. "But as an American, 
I could not be happier to have 
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this able, decent, wise man in 
the White House." 

She spent the rest of the 
evening imparting some of the 
lessons she has learned in her 
76 years, which encompass 57 
years of marriage, six children , 
14 grandchildren, five wars, 
three dress sizes, two governors, 
two parachute jumps, and now, 
two presidents. 

Several of the lessons 
to uched on the importance of 
family, and for Bush, who 
helped found the Barbara Bush 
Foundation for Family Literacy, 
literacy and family values are 

interlinked. "The one thing 
that really worries me is the 
American family," she said. 
"Each one of us in this room 
- students, everybody - has 
to make sure that yo u don't for­
get your family. Yo u don't for­
get to tell them you love them, 
you don't forget to read to 

them, you don't forget to hug 
them ." 

Family literacy has been her 
number one cause for more 
than 20 years. She said the 
fo undation - for which she 
serves as honorary chair - has 
given $10 million to 305 liter-

acy programs in 44 states, in­
cluding two in Arkansas. "If 
more people could read, write 
and comprehend, so many of 
our social problems could be 
solved," she said. 

When a student in the audi­
ence asked what she could do 
to promote literacy, Bush told 
her she could volunteer in local 
programs. "I don't campaign 
for my foundation," she said . "I 
campaign for local literacy pro­
grams and help them raise 
money. I encourage business­
people to spend one hour a day 
mentoring. We all have time.'' 

As Bush also pointed out, 
time is something University 
students have on their side; 
they just need to take advan­
tage of it by making the right 
decisions. "H appiness is some­
thing you decide on ahead of 
time," she said . "Deposit a lot 
of happiness in the bank ac­
coun t of memories - starting 
ri ght now." ]}{[ 

During the reception hosted in her honor at 
President and Mrs. Burks' home preceding her 
speech, Barbara Bush enjoys some light­
hearted conversation with Aramark catering 
director Terrie Smith. 

Learn not to take life too seri­

ously or things too personally. 

Never ask someone how they 

feel if he or she is over 70 

years of age. 

When your grandchildren 

come to visit, don't ever lend 

your car to them, and be care­

ful of criticizing their clothes. 

Remind yourself of what's 

really important in life and 

what's not. 

You usually get out of life 

what you put into it. 

Don't forget to have fun. 

Take an active part in your 

community. 

Don't forget to spend quality 

time with your children. 

Don't forget to read to your 

children and grandchildren. 

Don't be afraid of adversity in 

your personal life. 
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Senior Maegan Rogers hangs clothing 
at the Good Samaritan House. 

da of. 
0 

N FEBRUARY 20, 

more than 2,000 students, faculty and staff participated in a community-wide day of 
outreach. All classes for the day were shortened and held in the morning, leaving the 
afternoon free for service. 

Participants served the city of Searcy through numerous projects, including wash­
ing school buses, reading to chil­
dren in elementary schools, 
landscaping along the city bike 
trail, and raking leaves at the 
homes of elderly residents. 

The idea for the Day of Out­
reach came from members of the 
Student Association, but the pro­
ject's main coordinator was senior 
Kim Hobbs. 

Photographer Jeff Montgomery 
takes us on a tour of the many, 
and varied, activities of the day. IHI 

Freshman Delaine Odom rakes leaves at the Group Home. 

//My feelings concerning the Day of Outreach are probably 

best represented in 1 Peter 4:10 when Peter says,"Each one 

should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, 

faithfully administering God's grace in its various forms" 

(NIV). On Feb. 20,1 observed a lot of people fulfilling 
these words and doing things for others that they may not 

necessarily have been able to do for themselves." 
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- Dr. Dennis Matlock, 
assistant professor of biochemistry 

Senior chemistry major Tommy Nix shows McRae Elementary students how to make slime. 

Sophomore Renee Lewis helps paint the hallway 
to the mutipurpose room at the Sunshine School. 

11The Day of Outreach was 

the most rewarding experience I 

have ever had. I was overwhelmed 

by the support of students, 

faculty and administrators; many 

helped in ways that were out of 
the ordinary for them. 11 

-Kim Hobbs, 
Day of Outreach coordinator 
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Students carry logs and fallen branches away as part of tornado dean up at Honeyhill Loop near Searcy. 

"Many prayed, and God worked to make it more successful than any of us imagined. I 

know that we collected almost twice as much food as we had planned to for the food 

drive. That just shows God's ability to do so much more than all we ask and imagine." 

20 Spring2002 · HAR DING 

-Jordan Collier, 
senior 

Early childhood development 
major Lauren Duncan plays "duck, 
duck, goose" with first graders at 
McRae Elementary. 

"I keep hearing stories from different people in town, especially 

the elderly, about how much they appreciated the servant 
attitudes of the students. I feel sure that all of the planning 

and hard work was not wasted, and that Harding made an 

impact on the community of Searcy." 

At Byrd Haven nursing home, junior Rebekka Brazle and senior Rebecca Terrill wash windows. 

Breaking ground, senior Julie Williams helps plant 
trees along the bike trail near Park Avenue. 

- Becky Pratt, 
instructor of English 
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A 
HEN LARRY LONG 

University, he had in mind 
three career choices: account­
ing, for the money; coaching, 
because he liked sports; and 
English, because two influen­
tial high school English teach­
ers had sparked his interest in 
literature. 

His energy group leader at 
freshmen orientation tipped 
the scales in favor of English, 
her major, but she recom­
mended not certifYing to teach 

because those certified in­
evitably are forced to teach 
students to write. Long knew 
he didn't want to do that. 

Ironically though, Long has 
been teaching students how to 
write since his debut at the 
head of the 
classroom as a 
teaching 
assistant 
during 

by JAMIE LOCKWOOD 

photography by JEFF M 0 NTG OM E RY 

graduate work at Ohio State 
University. An instructor at 
Harding since 1976 and voted 
distinguished professor in 
1982, 1987 and 1997, he has 
had a varied course load 
through the years - from 
general education literature 
classes; to studies of specific 
authors, genres and time peri­
ods; to sections of honors 
communication courses. How­
ever, advanced composition is 
the one course Long manages 
to continue teaching despite 
added responsibilities from a 

promotion in June 2001 to 
associate vice president for aca­
demic affairs. 

If you were to ask him, 
though, he would say with a 
smile, "I teach students - not 
literature, not writing." 

During Long's graduate 
studies, he was required to de­
velop a philosophy of teach­
ing. It was then that he 
decided he would need to do 
whatever it takes as a professor 
to get the material across to 

his students. He knew he 
wouldn't be able to generi­
cize the information - he 
would have to be all things 
to all people. 

"If you're teaching to the 
class, it's easy," says Long. 
"But when you're teaching 

student one, two, three, 
four, five - that's the 
challenge. Finding the 
vehicle, the method for 
getting the message 

During his advanced composition 
class, Dr. Larry Long and his stu­
dents analyze the verbs used in 
an essay. 

across to the student is the 
point at which the passion for 
teaching must manifest itsel£ 
My passion comes from the 
student sitting out there." 

How far will he go to help 
the student get the message? 
"Admittedly, there's a little bit 
of performance involved in 
teaching," says Long, who 
willingly exits his comfort 
zone to communicate the mes­
sage - to teach - because he 
knows "a really good and effec­
tive college professor has a pas­
sion for the discipline and for 

the communication of that 
discipline." So Long spends 
many hours contemplating 
how to facilitate an individ­
ual's understanding of a spe­
cific concept or strategy. 

For each course, each 
group's dynamic, and down to 
each individual student, the 
message vanes. 

For students in his litera­
ture classes, Long strives to 
foster both an appreciation for 
the readings and the ability to 
connect literature to ideas. 

In his advanced composi­
tion courses, he aims to assist 
students to be more effective 
communicators. "My ideal set­
ting for advanced comp is 10 
of us in a circle, peer revising a 
paper, trying to help one per­
son be a better writer, and hav­
ing the student respond to the 
suggestions. I'm happy, if at 
the end of the semester, every­
one goes away as an adequate 
communicator," he says. 

His tedious attention to 
detail and unflagging efforts 
do not go unnoticed by his 

students. "He really wants 
everybody to succeed," says 
Gretchen Harris, a senior Eng­
lish major. "It's not just the 
class he wants to do well; he 
wants each person to do his or 
her best individually. He gives 
a lot of individual attention, 
and he's very available to his 
students." 

Long has refined his intu­
itively student-oriented teach­
ing style through the years, but 
the fundamental principle of 
his teaching remains the inte­
gration of faith, living and 

learning. He has helped with 
College Bowl and hosts a 
Wednesday night home Bible 
study for students each week 
He encourages his literature 
students to read a broad range 
of works and come back and 
place the ideas within the con­
text of Christian principles. 
His advanced composition stu­
dents are exposed daily to his 
view of writing as a way to 
understand, achieve and 
communicate what is true -
and they see that there is an 
inherent value in that skill for 
Christianity. 

Says Long, "I tell my ad­
vanced composition classes: 
'John chapter 1 tells us that 
Jesus is God's Word made 
flesh, and [in class] we're play­
ing around with words. There's 
a spiritual dimension to it: 
Communicate what is true 
without distorting what is 
true. 

,, 

It's wise instruction from a 
professor who never intended 
to teach writing in the first 

place. lHl 

Submit your alumni news to "Connections," 
Harding University Office of Alumni Relations, 
Box 70768, Searcy,AR 72149-000I;or by 
e-mail to alumni-news@harding.edu. To sub­
scribe to the weekly e-maillistserv Alumni 
Digest, send message to subscribe, including 
your name and doss year, to alumni-list@ 
harding.edu. You may post messages to the 
Digest at the same address. 
14 2 Platinum Circle Reunion at 
Homecoming ZOOZ 
148 Joanna Thurston Roper's 
husband, Don, died Dec. 26, 
200 1. She is a retired professor of 
English. (2518 Thomas Circle, 
Clinton, OK 73601) 
15 2 Golden Circle Reunion at Home­
coming200Z 
15 7 Reunion at Homecoming 2002 
15 8 Don Humphrey works in 
ministry and evangelism with the 
Oakhurst Church of Christ. Don 

is also an author, 
publisher and 
world traveler 
who host several 
tours each year. 
Hi wife, Sandra 
(He-rrington, 
'63), is editor of 

Christian Woman magazine. She is 
a nationally-known speaker for 
women's events and has also au­
thored books for adults and chil­
dren. They have six children. 
( 40494 Stagecoach Road, 
Oakhurst, CA 93644) 
161 Jerry Hill and his wife, 
Vern (Pasley, '58), have completed 
30 with Timothy Hill Chil-

dren's Ranch, a 
group home for 
boys. They are 
continuing to 
work full time, 
strengthening 
the endowment. 
They have rwo 

sons. (50 \XIi ldwood Trai l, River­
head, NY 11901) 

Robert H. Jones was named chair­
man of the Board of Governors of 
the American College of Cardiol­
ogy for 2002-03. He will also serve 
as secretary of the organization. 
Jones is a professor of surgery at 
the Duke Clinical Research Insti­
tute. He is married to Cathy (Pe­
ters, '67). (Duke University 
Medical Institute, Box 2986, 
Durham, NC 27710) 
16 2 Reunion at Homecoming 2002 
Faye Woodham Hall is a first­
grade teacher for the Southern 
Kern Unified School District. She 
recently served as a speaker for the 
Quartz Hill Church of Christ 
Ladies Day. (45453 N. Genoa, 
Lancaster, CA 93534) 
164 Sandy Childers Chavis is 

CoNNECTIONS 
an education specialist for the Pine 
Bluff School District. She and her 
husband, Philip, have two chil­
dren. (2201 Richmond Drive, Pine 
Bluff, AR 71603) 

James Garner retired 
from Delta Airlines after 

165 Jerry Hollis is a seventh­
and eighth-grade literature teacher 
at Jefferson Academy in Broom­
field, Colo. He and his wife, Becky, 
have three children. (8255 Iris St., 
Arvada, CO 80005) 

32 years of service. He and his 
wife, Sandra, have four children. 
(183 Highway 279, Fayette, GA 
30214) 

business administration and as a 
planned giving officer. A CPA, he 
also has worked with the account­
ing firms of Coopers & Lybrand, 
Touche, Ross & Co. and Ernst & 
Ernst. Mike and his wife, Nancy 
(Lavender, '75), have two children. 
(24721 Laurel Ridge Drive, Mal­
ibu, CA 90265) 

Mike O'Neal was named the fifth 
president of O klal1oma Cluistian 
University on Jan. 18. He currently 

serves as v1ce 
chancellor of 
Pcppc:rdinc Uni· 
ver iry. He 
earned hi juri 
doctorate from 

16 7 Reunion at Homecoming 2002 
168 Lew Bell has been pro­
moted to corporate director of 
human resources for H Power 
Corp. He is married to Reta 
(Lloyd, '67). (11439 Bloomfield 
Drive, Charlotte, NC 28277) 

tanford Univer­
iry and served 

on the Harding faculty from 1974-
1976 as an assistant professor of 

169 Bobby Beene Ponder's 
husband, Joel, died Feb. 19, 2001. 
She is a teacher for Lordsburg 
schools and has two sons. (P.O. 
Box 532, Lordsburg, NM 88045) 

David Ramsey is a professor of 
general business and director of the 

Randy ('7 4) and Tricia (Hester, '77) Lillard 

Loving the little children 
AMAL LILLARD 

learned one of the 
most important 
truths a bout 

human beings at an early 
age: Regardless of external 
appearance, we are essen­
tially the same inside. He 
knows this because al­
though he is"brown,"the 
couple he calls mom and 
dad -Randy and Tricia 
Lillard- are"apricot." 

The Lillards, who have 
been foster parents for 18 
children throughout the 
past 11 years, brought 6-
year-old Jamal into their 
Bartlett, Tenn., home when 
he was four months old. 
His adoption became final 
in October 2001, as did 
that of his fraternal twin, 
Jamier, who came into the 
care of Charles and Gail 
Bradley, also of Bartlett. 

"Because of our friend­
ship, we were asked to fos­
ter the twins so they could 
be in close contact since 
there was not a foster fam­
ily that could take both of 
them at the time,"Tricia 
said. 

'1amal and Jamier 
have a typical brother rela­
tionship," she says."They 
always want to play to­
gether, but occasionally 
fuss and fight when they 

do -just like brothers." 
Though alternate 

arrangements had to be 
made for their care when 
they were born, Jamal and 
Jamier do not lack for fam­
ily today. Randy and Tricia 
have two older children 
-Jared ('01) of North Lit· 
tie Rock, Ark., and 18-year­
old Callie -and Jamal 
calls the Bradleys"Mama 
Gail and Charles." 

"We are like one big 
extended family," says Tri­
cia. Though they have no 
contact with Jamal's birth 
mother, the Lillards do 
keep in touch with his 
grandmother. 

And the family contin­
ues to grow. For the last 
year and a half, the Lillards 
have been caring for 21-
month-old Tekia, working 
with her birth mother with 
the hope that she will 
eventually be able to re­
turn to her.Aiso,Jamal is 
now an uncle to Jared and 
wife, Shelby's (Whitting­
ton, '00), newborn son, 
Hunter. 

Besides the occasional 
stare, Tricia says they have 
not encountered race-re­
lated problems."lt is be­
coming more common to 
see multiracial families, es­
pecially in Memphis," she 
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says. Before Jamal's adop- Services, a Christian orga-
tion was final, African- nization serving Memphis 
American families and the Mid-South region. 
expressed interest in the The biggest challenge, 
boys. But one ofthose cou- according to Tricia, has 
pies saw the boys interact been essentially starting 
with the Lillards and the over with their family due 
Bradleys and wondered if to the addition of young 

Tekia."lt is 
sometimes 
hard to juggle 
the responsibil-
ities of small 
children while 

ffi 
trying to be 

~ grandparents 
0 

~ and keep up 
§I 

~ with Callie's ac-
tivities," she 

it was a good idea to sever says."Jamal is very active, 
those ties, regardless of so we have had to learn 
color. Said Randy,"Their different parenting tech-
take was,'They're too at- niques and are stillleam-
tached to you guys to ing every day." 
make a move."' The teaching and 

Randy says thatthe learning are what parent-
bonds they inevitably form ing is all about. And- as 
with the foster children in any parent will say- the 
their care makes handing Lillards believe the love of 
over a child for adoption a child makes it all worth-
bittersweet. But providing while."That huge smile, 
a temporary home for chi I- those arms that wrap 
dren is a service that des- around your neck as you 
perately needs more hear'llove you,' hearing 
volunteers. In October him say, 'Mom' or 'Dad,' 
2001, in recognition of knowing that he is safe 
their years of service, the when he might not have 
Lillards were voted foster been without us ... those 
family of the year by are the joys." lHl 
AGAPE Child and Family -April Mouser 
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Internet Resource Center at South­
eastern Louisiana University. He 
and his wife, Birgetta, have two 
children. (11 White Drive, Ham­
mond, LA 70401) 

Readus Tatum is a retired teacher 
and coach. He and his wife, Cathy, 
have two sons. (109 Oakleaf Drive, 
Beebe, AR 72012) 
170 Larry D. Smith recently 
became director of academic tech­
nology at Charleston Southern 
University. He and his wife, Peggy 
(Hamilton, '71), have a son. (P.O. 
Box 23, Newington, GA 30446) 

Marilyn Hart Todd is a patient ad­
vocate for Baylor College of Den­
tistry. She and her husband, Jim, 
have four children. (908 Rock 
Creek Drive, Red Oak, TX 75154) 

'7 2 Reunion at Homecoming 2002 

'7 3 Rick Eldred works with the 
Easrhill Church of Christ as direc­
tor of the Northcentral Evangelism 
Teams, which seek to train reams 
and individuals to plant and 
strengthen churches in the Mid­
west. He earned his master's in bib­
lical studies from Abilene Christian 
University in 1999. He and his 
wife, Sherilyn (Hagins, '76), have 
three children. (524 Thompson 
Ave., York, NE 68467) 

'7 4 David McElwain is the 
minister for the Malden Church of 
Christ. He and his wife, Patricia, 
have two children. (600 Kent 
Blvd., Malden, MO 63863) 
17 6 Martha Farrar Highfield is 
an associate professor at Cal State 
University, Northridge. She spent 
10 days in January volunteering at 
the Nigerian Christian Hospital 
with her 18-year-old son, Matthew. 
She and her husband, Ron ('75), 
have two sons. (30600 Mainmast 
Drive, Agoura Hills, CA 91301) 

Dee Ann McClain Howell is a sec­
ond-grade teacher at Crystal Hill 
Elementary Magnet School. She 
and her husband, Bill, have one 
daughter. (3800 Irby Drive, Con­
way, AR 72034) 

Don Zern is a technical writer for 
Acxiom Corp. His wife, Margaret 
(Fullenon, '79), is an assistant 
branch manager and office man­
ager for AG Edwards & Sons. 
They have two children. (138 
Caney Meadow Drive, Plum­
merville, AR 72127) 

'7 7 Reunion at Homecoming 1002 
Bobby Floyd is chief chemist for 
Ash Grove Cement Co. His wife, 
Becky (Sides, '76), is a fourth­
grade science teacher at Nashville 
Schools. They have two children. 
(10 Dogwood Circle, Nashville, 
AR 71852) 
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Howard Turner is group associate 
vice president for Quorum Health 
Resources, LLC. He and his wife, 
Kathie (Blacketer), have four chil­
dren. (2 Erin Way, Blythewood, 
sc 29016) 
17 8 John Bata's wife, Katrina, 
died from cancer Dec. 26, 2001. 
He is an accountant for the Eastern 
division plant ofTyson Foods. (607 
N. Seventh, Rogers, AR 72756) 

Lewis Faulker's 1940's-era pulp 
mystery, Novel Noir, has been op­
tioned for a movie by producer 
Tom Cole. He has also written a 
romantic comedy, Valentine's Day. 
(137 Waltons Creek Road, Mor­
risville, NC 27560) 

'79 Eugene Conner was pro­
moted to audit manager, interna­
tional business audits division of 
Saudi Arabian Oil Co. He has 
worked in the Middle East for 11 
years and is a certified internal au­
ditor, certified management ac­
countant and a CPA. (Saudi 
Aramco, P.O. Box 5369, Dhahran 
31311, Saudi Arabia) 

Brian Hogle is compensation man­
ager for BellSouth. His wife, Karen 
(Arnold), is an administrator for 
HOPE for Children. They have 
three children. (4845 Creekland 
View, Marietta, GA 30062) 
180 Nancy Rainey Bridgman is 

an advertising sales representative 
for The Birmingham News. She was 
recently named to the 2001 Honor's 
Club, which recognizes exceptional 
professionalism, sales and customer 
service. She and her husband, 
Johnny, have two sons. (1605 
Mountain Trail, Warrior, AL 35180) 

]ana-Lynn Smith Skelley is a jew­
eler for Premier Designs. She and 
her husband, Joe, have two chil­
dren. (8824 Brenley Cove, Ger­
mantown, TN 38138) 

'81 Stephanie Findley Codara 
is a secretary to the youth minis­
ters/ pastoral care for the Saturn 
Road Church of Christ. (P.O. Box 
494543, Garland, TX 75049) 

David McAnulty and his wife, 
MarDee (Baker, '80), work for the 
Boston Church of Christ as a psy­
chologist and women's counselor, 
respectively. They have three chil­
dren. (333 Common St., Belmont, 
MA02478) 

Kevin Smithers is a financial ad­
viser for Shoemaker Financial Ad­
visors. He and his wife, Angela, 
have four children. (3933 Oak For­
est Drive, Bartlett, TN 38135) 
18 2 Reunion at Homecoming 2002 
Ronda Downham Storey is an in­
formation systems engineer for the 
Kern County Superior Court in 
Bakersfield, Calif. She has a son. 

(23871 Lakeview Drive, Teha­
chapi, CA 93561) 
183 Randy "Dean" Itson is di­
rector of alumni for Faulkner Uni­
versity. His wife, Donna (Slack), is 
librarian for Alabama Christian 
Academy. They have two sons. 
(4518 Wake Forest Drive, Mont­
gomery, AL 36109) 
184 Dennis Brown is an inter­
nal medicine physician with the 
Smith, Glenn, Calaway Clinic. He 
and his wife, Ramona (Dallas, 
'86), have two daughters. (4756 E. 
Latoka Court, Springfield, MO 
65809) 

Bruce Grice is associate minister 
for the West Side Church of 
Christ. He and his wife, Mary, 
have two children. (723 Resimont 
Drive, Russellville, AR 72801) 

Kimberly Kesler Holt works part 
time with Hobby Lobby. She and 
her husband, Daniel, have two 
children. (106 S. 74 West, Musko­
gee, OK 74401) 

Jimmy Love is Internet sales man­
ager for Bankston Nissan. (2822 
Turnberry Drive, #225, Arlington, 
TX 76006) 

Jacob Stewart is eCommerce de­
velopment manager for Compaq 
Computer Corp. He and his wife, 
Darlene, have four children. (17106 
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Have a bash - a Bison Bash, that is 
by L I Z H 0 W E L L, director of alumni relations 

W: E KICKED OFF what we hope will be- Bash kit. We provide this informative kit that 
come a new Harding tradition last serves as a guide to our alumni and friends who 
ummer. The Bison Bash, a send-off agree to host a Bison Bash. 

from different locations across the country for Here are a few details. Invite other alumni and 
incoming freshmen and current students, allows friends to share the expenses. We do not want 
parents, alumni and friends to encourage the this event to be a financial burden for anyone, so 
next generation ofthe Harding family. it may be a very simple gathering. We will send 

last summer we held 16 Bashes throughout the country, you a list of theme suggestions and party ideas. The Bison 
which included Birmingham and Huntsville, Ala.; Ben- Bash kit has door prizes, balloons, icebreaker game ideas, 
tonville and little Rock, Ark.; Panama City, Fla.; Algonquin, name tags, registration sheets and much more. The office 
Ill.; Indianapolis, Ind.; Charlotte, N.C.; Cincinnati and Lan- of alumni relations will customize and mail the Bison Bash 
caster, Ohio; Chattanooga, Columbia, Memphis and Nash- invitations to the students in your area. Please invite high 
ville, Tenn.; and Amarillo and Dallas-Fort Worth, Texas. school seniors and any interested families in your area. 

We plan to host the Bison Bashes in as many locations as We are very excited about the Bison Bash and the en-
we can from July 7 through Aug.11. lt doesn't matter if thusiasm that it has created among the Harding family. 
you have five or 50 students in your area. Sometimes the You are very important to the success ofthis program, and 
smaller groups are more intimate, so don't let low num- we want you to be involved in making a special memory 
bers discourage you from hosting a Bash. Parents of in- in the lives of our students. Please call my office at (800) 
coming or current students make great hosts forth is event 477-4312, and let me know that you would like to host a 
because they are connected with these students. Bison Bash in your area. 

The alumni executive committee, consisting of Blair Also make plans to return to campus for this summer's 
Bryan ('84), president; lee Mackey ('91), vice president; Family Getaway Weekend, July 4-7, and this fall's Family 
Marka (Cross, '72) Bennett, past president; and Roger Weekend, Oct. 4-6. Homecoming festivities will be held 
Pritchett ('78), secretary, developed the ideas for the Bison Oct.24-26. IHI 

Ajuga Court, Tomball, TX 77375) 

Andrew Ware is a teacher for Kings 
Canyon Unified School District. 
(224 E. Simpson, Fresno, CA 
93704) 
18 5 Shawn McCaughan has 
been promoted to senior director 
of worldwide support for Net IQ 
Corp. He and his wife, Pamela 
(Crabtree), have two children. 
(584 51st Sr., Washougal, WA 
98671) 
186 Kelly McCoy is pulpit 
minister for the Balch Springs 
Church of Christ. His wife, Regina 
(Duwe, '90), is a fifth-grade 
teacher for Mesquite schools. They 
have three daughters. (3301 Glen­
shire Drive, #2004, Balch Springs, 
TX 75180) 

Cliff Plummer is youth and family 
minister for the West Chicago 
Church of Chrisr. He and his wife, 
Lori (Cole), have three children. 
(2 171 Wildwood Circle, Hanover 
Park, IL 60133) 
18 7 Reunion at Homecoming 1002 
Daron Cathey was promoted to 
general operations manager for Yel­
low Freight System. He and his 
wife, Zeni (Temtemie, '89), have 
two daughters. (6501 Tranquil 
Drive, Olive Branch, MS 38654) 

Richard Weaver is an account ex­
ecutive for The Berry Co. He and 
his wife, Jeri, have two children. 
(5082 Summer Mist Cove, Arling­
ton, TX 38002) 
18 9 Lance Bailey, a pilot for 
FedEx Express, was promoted to 
first officer on the MD-11. He is 
married to Tracy (Starnes). (7220 
Broken Hickory Drive, Walls, MS 
38680) 

Randall Hula is vice president of 
sales and marketing for Flake­
Wilkerson. He has two daughters. 
(3701 Grapevine Mills Parkway, 
#135, Grapevine, TX 76051 

'90 Aven Humphreys is direc­
tor of meetings and education ser­
vices for the Tennessee Pharmacists 
Association. (5 317 Overton Road, 
Nashville, TN 37220) 

Laura Nickerson Owens is a sec­
ond-grade teacher at the 
Grapevine-Coleyville School Dis­
trier. She and her husband, Clint, 
have three sons. (1930 Shorewood 
Drive, Grapevine, TX 76051) 
191 Janis Glenn Gaines teaches 
at Greater Atlanta Christian 
School. She has three children. 
(3450 Evans Road, #125A, At­
lanta, GA 30341) 

Timothy Gerber is office manager 
for Flavor Burst Co., as well as 
CEO of PriceLeader, an Internet 
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Cynthia Brazzel ('84) 

Lobbyist enjoys taking issues to the government 
UESDAYS THROUGH back atthe headquarters number of coalition meet- advocates for various 
Thursdays are the in Battle Creek, Mich. Her ings, where groups with causes. Washington, D.C., is 
heavier days in responsibilities include common interests are tack- the place where you see it 
Cynthia Brazzel's overseeing federal and ling an issue jointly," she all come together and 

workweek on Capitol Hill. state government affairs; says."We often divvy up somehow work." 
Those are the days Con- planning, directing, initiat- 'Hill assignments' and Brazzel travels back to 
gress is in session, and as ing and influencing legisla- make our visits with mem- corporate headquarters 
the director of government tive and regulatory issues bers of the Congress or about once a month in ad-
affairs for the Kellogg Co., that have an impact on the congressional staff where dition to visiting a number 
Brazzel is busy lobbying. business; dealing with the we have a relationship.! in- of U.S. plant locations. She 

"It is essential for a busi- international issues of teract with other food in- serves on the Board of the 
ness to understand the im- trade barriers and tariffs; dustry lobbyists regularly, Food Bank Council of Michi-
pact government policy, and managing the Kellogg and I work closely with gan and is a member of the 
regulations and the law several trade associations Arlington, Va., Church of 
have on its ability to sue- and a few consultants." Christ. She is happy to be 
ceed," she says."The gov- Together, they address a where the action is, repre-
ernment basically does variety of issues -from senting her company to 
three things that affect a health care and stock op- the government. 
business: raises money, tion/pension reform, to Ia- "Every day is different," 
spends money and gives beling on packages and she says."New situations 
someone a competitive ad- advertising practices, to pop up, and l quickly learn 

nutrition education and about different areas of my vantage. You must recog-
nize this and have a Cynthia Brazzel biotechnology- and in- company, from logistics to 
presence in front of your Political Action Committee. stigate change. transportation to com-
elected officials, or you are Obviously, there are too "This profession is a real modities and future buying. 
left behind." many issues one company front-row seat looking at "The wonderful thing 

For Kellogg, Brazzel is faces for this lean staff to how our government oper- about working for Kellogg 
the Washington represen- handle, so collaboration ates, and in spite of the Co. is that l truly believe in 
tative, while her boss and goes a long way on Capitol criticism so many have for our products." lHI 
administrative support are Hill."! participate in a fair it, it really works. We are all -Jamie Lockwood 

computer business. He and his 
wife, Katherine (Willis, '92), have 
two sons. (1780 Whisperwood 
Trail, Danville, IN 46122) 

Becky Owen, a 4-H extension 
agent with the LSU Agricultural 
Center, received the Distinguished 
Service Award from the Louisiana 
Association of Extension 4-H 
Agents and was recognized at the 
national conference in Bismarck, 
N.D. (5602 Deseard, Lot 54, 
Monroe, LA 71203) 

Michael Ross is executive director 
for the National Alliance for the 
Mentally Ill. He and his wife, 
Kerry Oudd, '90), have six chil­
dren. (306 Kanawha Ave., Nitro, 
WV25143) 

Drew Strasser is owner and presi­
dent of Strasser Enterprises. He is 
married to Lori (Westbrook). (150 
Melrose Ave., Ormond Beach, FL 
32174) 

'9 2 Reunion at Homecoming 1001 
Jeff Bryson is primary therapist for 
Remuda Ranch. He also works 
part time as minister for the 
Church of Christ at Rose Lane. He 

and his wife, Teena, have a son. 
(2180 W. Val Vista Drive, #54, 
Wickenburg, AZ 85390) 

Wesley Cannon is customer service 
manager for Artistic Contracting. 
(2276 Quartermaster Lane, Re­
ston, VA 20191) 

Dan Feeney is accounting manager 
for the Colorado Convention Cen­
ter. His wife, Karla (McNary, '94), 
is a training coordinator for Jeppe­
sen. (3803 S. Quatar Way, Aurora, 
co 80018) 

Kelli Kubala Gallegos is project 
manager with AIM Managemem 
Group. She and her husband, Joe, 
have two sons. (4431 Lula, Bel­
laire, TX 77 40 1) 

Colleen Stevens Martin is a special 
education program specialist for 
Moriarity Municipal Schools. (P.O. 
Box 707, Estancia, NM 87016) 

Yaw Buo Nkansah was recently ap­
pointed principal of the Ghana 
Bible College. He is married to 
Comfort. (P.O. Box 502KNUST, 
Kumasi, Ghana) 

James Scott is coordinator of stu-

dent activities and intramurals for 
New Mexico Junior College. His 
wife, Angie (Hughan, '93), is a 
medical technologist at Lea Re­
gional Medical Center. They have 
three children. (1404 S. 16th Sr., 
Lovington, NM 88260) 

'9 3 Brendan Barker received 
his juris doctorate from Washburn 
University and is an attorney with 
Void, Morris & Hallauer, specializ­
ing in estate planning and tax law. 
He and his wife, Hayley, have a 
daughter. (13208 King St., Over­
land Park, KS 66213) 

Mark Cornell is a captain in the 
U.S. Air Force Nurse Corp. He 
and his wife, Brenda (Vallette, 
'92), have two children. (529 Sad­
dlewood Ave., Dayton, OH 
45459) 

Wade Osburn is a reference librar­
ian at Freed-Hardeman University. 
He and his wife, Julie (Owen, 
'91), have two children. (314 E. 
Third, Henderson, TN 38340) 
194 Roben Craig is purchasing 
coordinator for Southern Ionics 
Inc. He is married to Jennifer 
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(Forbes). (11 07 E. Westbrook St., cation teacher at Cherokee High Lee Wimberly is an elementary Church of Christ. (1000 Cherry (1912 Green Mountain Drive, the University of Arkansas at Little Drive, Pittsburg, CA 94565) Births West Point, MS 39773) School. (60 Bill Camp Ridge, Blue basketball coach and substitute Road, Memphis, TN 38117) #604X, Little Rock, AR 72212) Rock. (525 E. Clearwater, Sheri-
Ridge, GA 30513) teacher. His wife, Melissa (Mote), 

Katharine Snell is a ninth- and 
dan, AR 72150) Mark Yeager ('90) to Amy Ship- To Greg and Kim (Stacy, '89) 

Travis McNeal is a forensic psy- is a first-grade teacher. Both are at Lissa Polanco is a financial adviser way, Sept. 1, 2001. Mark is vice Spink, a son, Austin, Aug. 3, 2000. 
chologist at the Memphis Mental Leslie Burns Laws received her Rector Elementary. (1366 CR 508, tenth-grade English teacher at for Aquilar & Zarcefio. She is also Matthew Horner ('OO) to Lindsay president of project finance and (3200 Willow Ridge Trail, Carroll-
Health Instimte. His wife, Meleah master's degree in reading from Rector, AR 72461) Friendship Christian School. pursuing a master's in business ad- Curton ('01), June 9, 2001. (2106 operations for Ambling Develop- ron, TX 75007) 
(Parker), is an English teacher at Southwest Missouri State Univer- 100 Jim Benvegna is a sales 

(1229 Donelson Ave., Old Hick- ministration at UFM in Guate- Silverwood Drive, #7, Paragould, ment. (4682 Warner Ave., #B-201, 
Collierville High School. (9876 sity Dec. 14, 2001, and is a special ory, TN 37138) mala. (Carret a El Salv Km 13, AR 72450) Huntington Beach, CA 92649) To Bill ('89) and Onetta (Gardner, 
Siskin Cove, Cordova, TN 38018) educator at Branson Junior High. representative for 3M Corp. His 

Richie Whaley was promoted to 
Lomas de Pu Parada, C #18, 

Jamie Baites Stewart ('79) to Jonathan Dandy ('98) to Rebecca 
'89) Hammitt, a son, Seth, Aug. 

19 5 Thad Hill is following in 
Her husband, Kevin ('95), is a wife, Emilie (Whitley) , is adminis- Guatemala Ciry, Guatemala) 16, 2000. (2054 Foxtrot Lane, 
banker. (2904 Emily, Nixa, MO trative assistant for the Carolina business banking officer with Union Robert Pottberg, June 9, 2001. Hug ('98), Sept. 3, 2001. (15242 Nixa, MO 65714) 

his parents' foot- 65714) Association of General Contrac- Planters Bank (2996 Bramblebush Tiffany Jenkins Teague is a regis- (2589 Shrider Road, Colorado S.W: Millikan Way, #516, Beaver-
steps as the exec- tors. (4948 Hathwyck Court, Con- Lane, Lakeland, TN 38002) tered nurse with Ashley County Springs, CO 80920) ton, OR 97006) To Jeremy ('98) and Christy 
utive director at Wendy O'Neal Martin received cord, NC 28027) Mick Wright is marketing director 

Memorial Center. She is married to 
Matthew Wilson ('O 1) to Andrea Alison Turner ('98) to Billy Me-

Rogers, a son, Jacob Tyler, Aug. 
Timothy Hill her master's from Webster Univer- Joe. (1479 Hancock Road, Cros- 31, 2000. Jeremy is an information 
Children's sity May 17, 2000, and teaches ele- Sergei Brajnik is compliance man- for Siskand, Susser, Haas & 

sen, AR 71635) Edington ('01 ), June 16, 2001. Queary, Sept. 29, 2001. (1431 S. systems engineer with Boeing. 
Ranch. He mar- mentary music at the Christian ager for Drive Financial. His wife, Devine. He is married to Alison (3149 West Jewell Road, #3, Fayet- Ventura, Springfield, MO 65804) (304 E. Church St., Horseshoe 
ried Emily Haus- Academy of Greater St. Louis. She Wendy (Nickols, '97), is a second- (Hiatt, '99). (5864 Edgewater Fernando Vasquez is a market ana- teville, AR 7270 1) 

Jackie McCarty ('97) to Paul Bend, AR 72512) 
man in April is married to Sean. (2636 Poe Ave., grade reacher at Corinth Elemen- Cove, #3, Memphis, TN 38134) lyst for BellSouth. (Barrio Riguero, 

Laura Pitman ('97) to Jay King, McBay, Ocr. 28, 2001. (1302 E. 
2000. (9 Old Farm Road, River- Overland, MO 63114) rary. (265 E. Corporate Drive, 

10 1 Jacob Baker is youth min-
Talleses Modernos, 1C Arriba 1C To Bob ('94) and Jennifer Higbee, 
al Lago, Managua, Nicaragua) June 23, 2001. (3361 31st St., #4, Broadway, #576, Pearland, TX a daughter, Kayleigh, Sept. 12, head, NY 11901) 

Brandon Procell is a health care 
#526, Lewisville, TX 75067) ister for Decatur Church of Christ. San Diego, CA 92104) 77581) 2000. Bob is an inventory control 

Jeff Jones is chief financial officer consultant for Stockamp & Associ- Joana Carlson is teaching conver- He is married to Heather (Sen-
Adria Smith ('98) to Paul Castle- Rebecca Brewer ('00) to Heath analyst for TBC Corp. (73 51 Fox 

niker, '00). (503 W: Walnut, De- Marriages for National Medical Management. ares. His wife, Christy (Graham, sational English at Central China 
catur, TX 76234) man, June 29, 2001. (8100 Cy- McCartney, Oct. 29, 2001. Re- Creek Drive, Olive Branch, MS 

He and his wife, Nicole (Gin- '00), is a business account repre- Normal University in Wuhan. presswood Drive, #215, Spring, becca received her master's in social 38654) 
grich), have two children. (8347 sentative for Cellular South. (2251 (2611 16th Ave., Texas City, TX Christina Banks is a student in the 

Tamar Hemmerich ('98) to Emer-
son William Knapp III, Aug. 12, TX 77379) work from Louisiana State Univer- To Randy and Carol (Denton, '86) Tibbs Road, Falcon, CO 80831) Lakehill Court, Cordova, TN 77590) clinical psychology program at sity in May 2001 and is a social 

38018) Fuller Theological Seminary. (548 
2000. Tamar is an orthodontic Martha Simmons ('O 1) to Chris worker for Family Service of 

Bartilson, a daughter, Ruby Ce-
Richard Proctor is a manager for Ben Johnson is a graphic designer 

N. Marengo, #4, Pasadena, CA 
technician with Serling & Decker, West, June 30, 2001. Martha is a Greater Baron Rouge. (9851 Jeffer-

ci lia, Dec. 2, 2000, by adoption. 
Hibbetrs Sports. His wife, Angie JeffWieneke is a case manager for for Tactical Magic. His wife, DDS. (50 Grant Ave., Albany, NY reacher for the St. Louis Special (7339 Powell's Chapel Drive, 
(Smith, '96), is a social worker for the Tennessee Department of Chil- Christi (Corley), is a research tech- 91101) 12206) School District. (4024 Wesrmin-

son Highway, H-23, Baton Rouge, Murfreesboro, TN 37129) 
Boles Children's Home. (4007 dren's Services. He is married to nologist at St. Jude Children's Hos- James Canterbury is morning and ster Place, Apt. C, Sr. Louis, MO 

LA 70809) 
Alma Alvarez ('99) to James To Neal and Lindi (Williams, '83) 

Peperport, Greenville, TX 75402) Dawn. (1312 Byrne Ave., F, pita!. (1540 Century Arbor Lane, noon weather anchor for WDTY. Aguilar, Oct. 21, 2000. (10421 63108) Patrick Peterson ('01) to Jessica Free, a daughter, Madison Claire, 
'96 Oscar Andrade is sales 

Cookeville, TN 38501) #202, Memphis, TN 38134) (411 Orchard Ave., Bridgeport, Simpson, Nov. 3, 2001. (720 

'98 Jessica Fain reaches second WV26330) 
Malaguena Lane N.E., Albu- Sharon McKinnon ('92) to John Lunch Road, Smithton, IL 62285) 

Dec. 28, 2000. (1106 Candlewood 
manager for Ford Motor Com- Rabecca McLain is director of the querque, NM 87111) Villarreal, July?, 2001. (5100 Drive, League City, TX 77573) 
pany's Paragon Division. (Paseo de grade at Herfurth Elementary. choral department and a Bible Aaron Conner is a fill-room opera- Rebecca Miller ('97) to Danen Sweetbriar Lane, #51 0, Tyler, TX Jill Strickland ('99) to Brishan To Drew and Christy (Sharp, '93) Laureles, #389, House 14, Mexico (340 I Manchester, Garland, TX teacher at Northland Christian tor for Baxter Health care. His wife, Coalson, Dec. 30, 2000. (6200 75703) Hatcher, Nov. 17,2001. (4601 Sanford, a son, Jonathan Alexan-City, 11700 Mexico) 75041) School. (14545 Bammel N. Hous- Jeanelle (Dawson, '00), is a home- Timberglen, #1316, Dallas, TX 

ton Road, #502, Houston, TX Eubank N.E., #1211, Albuquerque, Jeremy Bishop ('97) to Elizabeth der, Jan. 9, 2001. (2622 English 
McKenzie Cutshall is a design en- Aaron Gillihan is an interactive maker. (6849 State Road 158, Bed- NM 87111) 75287) Hill Drive, Murfreesboro, TN , I 77014) ford, IN 47421) Roberts ('98), July 15, 2001. Je-
gineer with Tulsa Power. (12700 E. media specialist with Acxiom remy is the head women's soccer Cindy Burgett ('93) to Michael 37130) 
80th Place N., Owasso, OK 74055) Corp. His wife, Elizabeth Oohn- Tawn Newton is a fourth-grade Ted Dahlman teaches English at 

Denise Alexander ('87) to David 
coach at Barton County Commu- Horn, Nov. 24, 2001. (4154 Runk, March 17, 2001. (586 To David ('97) and Becky (Hen-

Bradley Hayes is an associate with 
son, '97), is a cytotechnologist teacher at Blair Oaks Elementary. Wuhan Polytechnic Institute in Brixham Park Drive, Franklin, TN nity College. (2707 Morton St., Elizabeth Drive, House Springs, niger, '97) Reeves, a son, Elijah 

Truly, Smith & Latham, an oil and 
with Southwest Washington Med- (1136 Darlene Drive, Jefferson China. (Box 155, Wuhan Polytech- 37069) Grear Bend, KS 67530) MO 63051) David, Jan. 13, 2001. (B.P. 802, ical Center. (1205 N.W. 75th Cir- City, MO 651 09) nic lnstitue, 430023, Ching Qing gas law firm. (I 00 S. Pearl St., de, Vancouver, WA 98665) Hua Yuan, Hankou, Wuhan, Elizabeth Root ('00) to Chad Nathan Lamb ('96) to Shannon Katrina Courson ('OO) to Kevin Kara, Togo, West Mrica) 

Natchez, MS 39120) Krystal Proctor is a student in the 
Hubei Province, China) Milom, March 17,2001. (1029 Holland,July21, 2001. (131 Mem- Trussler, Dec. 29, 2001. (8303 To Steven ('93) and Jana (Stegall, 

Heather Huffington received her 
Carmen Heath is senior business counseling program at Harding 

Colo Trail, Antioch, TN 37013) ory Lane, Palestine, TX 75801) Championship Drive, #204, Mem- '94) Fitzhugh, a son, William Lee, 
master's of social work from Rutgers 

consultant for Delta Elevator Ser- University Graduate School ofRe- Indie Pereira Davis works for phis, TN 38125) Jan. 14,2001. (521 Birchwood vice Corp. (8 Draper St., #2, ligion while working as publications Trask Library at Andover Newton Rebecca Henson ('OO) to Todd Justin Phillips ('01) to Shauri 
University in 1999 and is director Dorchester, MA 02122) secretary for the White Station Theological School. She is married Langer, March 24, 2001. Rebecca Taskey ('01), July 28, 2001. Micah Lewis ('O 1) to Amy Atkin- Drive, Monroe, LA 71203) 
of social services for Integrated 

to Philip. (128 Central Sr., South is a science teacher for Cherry (12711 Westglen Drive, Little son ('00), Dec. 29, 2001. (2205 To Cameron and Jacy (Moore, Health Services. She has a daugh- Nyssa Cook Schuetter is a home-
Easton, MA 02375) Creek schools. (2674 S. Roslyn St., Rock, AR 72211) Rita Court, Irving, TX 75060) '96) Taylor, a daughter, Rebekah ter. (570 McMurray Drive, #A24, maker. She and her husband, 

Nashville, TN 32711) Charles, have two children . (2027 Amber Hill is a caseworker and 
#205, Denver, CO 80231) Laura Wilson ('99) to Ben Byars, Bryan Runions ('99) to Chandra Ashley, Jan. 27, 2001. (6564 Lau-

Johnston Ave., Conway, AR 72034) The University would like to expand house mother for The Lord's Ranch. Crysta Tbomas Carrigan ('76) to July 28, 2001. (4800 Danby Drive, Harrell ('99), Jan. 5. (150 Domin- rel Bluff Court E., Bartlett, TN 
Dustin Madden is an investment the department of computer science Nashville, TN 37211) ion Park Drive, S-327, Houston, 38135) 
banker for Crews and Associates Amy Christy Williams is a bilin- and computer engineering during the 

(The Lord's Ranch, P.O. Box 315, Alan Kessler, April 6, 2001. Crysta 
TX 77090) 

Inc. He is married to Christie (AI- gual claims representative for the Warm Springs, AR 72478) is an RN consultant and also Christian Scudder ('97) to Mered- To Jeb ('99) and Jen (Clanton, 

lain). (45 Woodlore Circle, Little Social Security Administration. She 
next few years. This growth would be teaches at Daphne United ith Hymer, Aug. 4, 2001. (1531 S. David Wallace ('79) to Kami '98) Holaday, a son, Kade Daniel, 
aided if there were area industries that Brad Jones is a business consultant 

Rock, AR 72211) is married to Brad ('99). (118 Liles could provide these students with train- for Arthur Anderson. His wife, 
Methodist Preschool. (918 Ed- Highway 121, #826, Lewisville, Wentz ('97), Jan. 5. David is head Jan. 29, 2001. Jeb is a sales repre-

Drive, Searcy, AR 72143) Cory (Picker), is an interior design 
wards Ave., Fairhope, AL 36532) TX 75067) writer and media producer in the sentative with PanAm Labs, and 

Greg Waide is a guidance coun- '99 Alexander lvannikov is an 
ing and/or employment opportunities. office oflnstitutional Advance- Jen is a homemaker. (5098 Scars-

selor in the education office at The Searcy Chamber of Commerce is consultant for David Long Interi- Kirsten Eckerberg Fish ('85) to Randy Wilson ('90) to Stacy An- ment ar the University of Arkansas dale Drive, Kettering, OH 45440) 
Vance Air Force Base. His wife, associate product manager for also dedicated to assisting the growth ors. (133 Summerset Lane, At- Elden Pletrner, April 14, 2001. derson, Aug. 14, 2001. (1701 East Medical Sciences, and Kami is a 
Jennifer (Bull), is a homemaker. Tyson Foods. (1283 N. Chickadee of technology in our community, as lanta, GA 30328) Kirsten, an adult basic education Ave., Vicksburg, MS 39180) law clerk for Henry & Cullen Law 

To Eddie and Shelly (Holmes, '98) 

They have a daughter. (1901 N. Ave., Fayetteville, AR 72704) technology and knowledge-based in- Shiann Howell Metheny is a ther-
instructor at Western Nebraska 

Firm and attends the University of 
Eaton, a son, Austin Colt, March 

Community College, has a daugh- MaryBeth Habecker ('97) to Kyle 6, 2001. (7587 Valley Mist Drive, Adams, Enid, OK 73701) 
Derek Reaves is a marketing engi-

dustry would provide outstanding em- apist for North Arkansas Human ter. (205 0 13th St., Gering, NE Jackson, Aug. 17, 2001. (525 W Arkansas at Little Rock law school. Memphis, TN 38133) 19 7 Reunion at Homecoming 2002 neer for AMD. His wife, Kim ployment opportunities and foster Services. She is married ro Troy. 69341) Westfield Blvd., Indianapolis, IN (18 Berkshire Drive, Little Rock, 

Christian Howald received his (Poe, '97), is a first-grade teacher. economic growth. (25 Carrail, Searcy, AR 72143) 46208) AR 72204) To Cliff ('93) and Kristi (Wood, 

juris doctorate and master ofbusi- (7109 Gentle Oaks Drive, Austin, If you are involved in the technology 
Adrienne Nunnally works in tech-

Shea Rinehart ('99) to Randy Hol-
Glenda Conley ('95) to Greg Eck-

'95) Mims, a son, Clifton Zakariah, 
arena and would be interested in stead, May 5, 200 1. Shea is an April Gillespie ('OO) to Brett March 13, 2001. (120 Creek Stone ness administration degrees from TX 78749) 
relocating or locating some of your 

nical support for the Let's Start emergency room nurse at Lincoln Emerson, Sept. 1, 2001. (Harding ert, Jan. 12. (1304 Wallis, Searcy, Drive, Athens, GA 30605) the University of Houston and is a 
Andrea Reed Wilson is senior operations in Searcy, please contact Dr. 

Talking ministry. (8355 Harwood, General Hospital. (107 Rinehart University, Box 10321, Searcy, AR AR 72143) 
tax consultant for Hein & Associ- #1837, North Richland Hills, TX To Mitch and Shannon (Arm-
ares. (7 402 Summer Trail, Sugar- accountant for James Moore & Co. Mark White ('83), by e-mail at mwhite 76180) 

Road, Choudrant, LA 71227) 72149) Beth Meeks ('98) to Robert Garza, strong, '91) Menefee, a daughter, 
land, TX 77479) She is married to Joe. (1730 Ense- @anaxis.net, or call him at (501) 268- Carrie Brown ('95) to Greg Stefa- John McFarland ('01) to Heather Jan. 19. Beth is director of finance Hannah Michaela, March 21, nada Uno, Pensacola Beach, FL 8500 (office),or (501) 268-8861 (home). Chris Perry is a staff accountant for niak, June 9, 2001. Carrie is e:xecu- Ferguson, Sept. 1, 2001. John is a for Weberize. (2011 Richard Jones 2001. (1844 M.L. Anderson Mica Pugh Kirby is a special edu- 32561) Jeffrey, Phillips, Mosley & Scott. rive assistant to the chancellor at personal trainer. ( 11 Sand view Road, P-18, Nashville, TN 37215) Drive, Tenaha, TX 75974) 
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To Rob ('91) and Kim (Hutley, 
'90) Hurt, a son, Jordan, March 
23, 2001. (2083 Bohemia Cove, 
Cordova, TN 38016) 

To Andy ('95) and Michelle 
(Thomas, '95) Chesser, twin 
daughters , Katie Anne and Beth 
Anne, March 27, 2001. (1231 
Clark St., Jackson, MO 63755) 

To Craig ('88) and Shelley Frost, a 
son, Isaac Craig, March 31, 2001. 
(Route 2, Box 83 AB, Clarksville, 
AR 72830) 

To Matt ('95) and Karel (Shuffle­
barger, '94) Shire!, a son, William 
Edward, March 31, 2001. (6236 
Briar Rosa Drive, Lincoln, NE 
68516) 

To Michael and Andrea (Stark, '97) 
Bishop, a son, Zachary Thomas, 
April 10, 2001. (1035 Fourth Ave., 
#29, Chula Vista, CA 91911) 

To Stuart ('97) and Mary Kay 
(Lemons, '97) Hill, a son, Andrew 
Blake,April25, 2001. (100 
Apache Drive, Searcy, AR 72143) 

To Jonathan and Jeana (Cornell, 
'97) Blatt, a daughter, Rebecca 
Ann, May 10, 2001. (4613 
Auburn Road, Huntington, WV 
25704) 

To Jeff and Sharon (Bowles, '90) 
Kofahl, twin sons, Brandon 
Charles and Bradley Greg, May 10, 
2001. Sharon is a realtor with 
Rema.x. (1100 Merribrook, Allen, 
TX75002) 

To Richard and Felicia (Wilson, 
'98) Denrus, a daughter, Lydia 
Marie, May 15, 2001. (16560 River 
Ranch Drive, Conroe, TX 77302) 

To Keith and Kay (Porter, '88) 
Powell, a son, Corey Ryan, May 
16, 2001, by adoption. He was 
born May 7, 2001. His sister, 
Madison Hope, was born June 17, 
2000, and was adopted March 24, 
2001. (1224 Bold Forbes Drive, 
Grand Prairie, TX 75052) 

To Lucas ('OO) and Serenity 
(Raper, '99) Summers, a son, 
Matthew Christian, May 19, 2001. 
( 1440 Michelle Court, Colorado 
Springs, CO 80916) 

To Jim and Amy (Tess, '93) Price, 
a son, Noah Joel, May 22, 2001. 
(8140 Countryside Blvd., Rapid 
City, SD 57702) 

To Tyler and Christy (Block, '97) 
Ingle, a son, Caleb Jon, May 24, 
200 1. (946 Miller Road, Lake 
Orion, MI 48362) 

To Joe and Shari (Bennett, '91) 
Owen, a son, MacAaron Allen, 
May 24, 2001. (3214 N. Eighth 
St., West Monroe, LA 71291) 

To Jason ('93) and Marcie 
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(Thacker, '94) Roberts, a daugh­
ter, Charlie Lyn, May 29, 2001. 
Jason is the minister for Forest 
Park Church of Christ, and Marcie 
is a homemaker. (2909 Pennbrooke 
Drive, Valdosta, GA 31605) 

To Douglas ('95) and Ana 
(Bonilla, '93) Seglem, a son, Eric 
Douglas, June 7, 2001. (3108 
Woodland Ave. N.W., Canton, 
OH 44709) 

To Terry ('83) and Kelly Hooten, 
a daughter, Katherine Nicole, June 
9, 2001. (3220 Kimble Drive, 
Plano, TX 75025) 

To Chad ('92) and SheUi (Mussel­
man, '93) Haynes, a son, Tyler 
Alan, June 11, 2001, by adoption. 
They also adopted Kayla Shea, 3, 
in 200 I. (202 Perennial Way, 
Madison, AL 35757) 

To Michael and Elizabeth (Blake, 
'83) Straughn, a son, Blake 
Michael, June 12, 2001. (9035 
Noland Road, Lenexa, KS 66215) 

To Jason ('93) and Shannon 
(Miller, '93) Atkins, a son, 
Nathaniel Whitfield, June 16, 
2001. (193 Linkside Circle, Ponte 
Vedra Beach, FL 32082) 

To Steven ('98) and Nicole (Troisi, 
'98) Wright, a son, Joseph Charles, 
June 17, 2001. (574 Merrimack 

Sr., Manchester, NH 03103) 

To Lane ('94) and Wendy (North­
cutt, '96) Owen, a son, Grady Lane, 
June 29, 2001. (3700 Deepwood 
Drive, Johnson City, TN 3760 I) 

To Shawn and Kara (Fields, '97) 
Wilson, a daughter, Carina Eliza­
beth, June 29, 200 I. (1913 Keath­
ley, Irving, TX 75060) 

To Neal and Diana (Doss, '94) 
Benson, a son, Jackson Taylor, 
June 30, 2001. (2209 Valley Grove 
Drive, Murfreesboro, TN 37128) 

To James and Kori (Schackmann, 
'97) Ireland, a daughter, Hannah 
Elizabeth, July 3, 2001. (26 Bel­
mont Drive, Little Rock, AR 
72204) 

To Tim ('93) and Laura (Briten­
bucher, '93) Slater, a daughter, 
Caroline Rose, July 4, 2001. 
(13932 Brownfield Trail Court, 
Charlotte, NC 28273) 

To Matt ('95) and Kara (Clark, 
'94) Huddleston, a son, Levi Aric, 
July 7, 2001. (Kenei Sakuragaoka 
Apt. 1-203, Miwa l-359-6, Mito­
shi, Ibaraki-ken, 310-0911, Japan) 

To Paul ('90) and Angie (Shields, 
'90) Killingsworth, a daughter, 
Ashley Madison, July 10, 2001. 
(13 Wildwood Drive, Cabot, AR 
72023) 

Gift annuities keep on giving 
by D. M A R K M 0 0 R E, director of planned giving 

To Dean and Cinnamon (Wilson, 
'92) Crawford, a son, Benjamin 
Dean, July 12, 200 I. He has two 
sisters, Molly and Emily. (124 Led­
better Lane, Clarksville, TN 37043) 

To John ('98) and Wendy (Horn, 
'98) Haustein, a daughter, Meagan 
Taylor, July 13, 2001. John is a 
project manager with BKA. (1 07 
Robertson Ave. , Greenbrier, TN 
37073) ~ 

To Joel and Traci (Hardin, '97) 
Rutledge, a daughter, Kylie Lynn, 
July 13, 2001. (6203 Hillside 
Lane, Sachse, TX 75048) 

To Todd and Tracy (Shipman, '92) 
Ferguson, twin sons, Matrhew For­
rest and Alexander Reese, July 16, 
2001. (109 S. Rosetta, Little Rock, 
AR 72205) 

To Brian ('96) and Marjorie 
(Schwertly, '96) Kelly, twin 
daughters, Ashley Elizabeth and 
Brianna Rey, July 22, 2001. (83 13 
Marbrook Way, El Cajon, CA 
92021) 

To Roy ('OO) and Brooke 
(Bennett, '01) Greenway, a son, 
Jonathan Roy, Aug. 8, 2001. (121 
Elwood, Edmond, OK 73013) 

To Robert ('97) and Jessica (Ford, 
'99) Henderson, a daughter, Kylie 
Elizabeth, Aug. 8, 2001. (1161 

FEEl BETTfR ABOUT THIS than any· 
thing I've ever done, except becoming 
a Christian, getting married and having 

children." 
During a recent phone call concerning a gift 

annuity a couple had just set up, the husband 
made the above statement. Allow me to tell you 
why. 

that being tax free. Coupled with the charitable 
deduction they receive, their effective rate is 
8.12 percent, more than three times what they 
would get with CDs.lf they do go into a nursing 
home, Medicare will take the 7 percent, but the 
residuum will still be with Harding. This means 
the couple will not only have income for life and 

He and his wife had a large part oftheir savings in cer­
tificates of deposit earning very low rates. The COs are ma­
turing, and rates are now even lower, at 2.5 percent, for the 
length of time they want to leave them in. They foresee a 
possibility that both of them will be going into a long­
term care facility in the future and know that Medicare 
will take their savings to help pay for the care. 

A gift annuity with Harding will guarantee them 7 
percent per year for the rest oftheir lives, with a portion of 

CDs 
2-5 percent 

No tax advantages 

Gift Annuities 
5.8·12 percent 

Tax advantages 

money to apply toward long-term care, but there will still 
be money left when they die to fund an endowed scholar­
ship they have arranged. 

As a retired preacher, he likes knowing that their 
money will continue working long after they are gone by 
providing scholarships for young men going into the min­
istry. 

If you would like more information on gift annuities or 
other estate planning options, please give me a call at 1-
800-477-4312. lHI 

Effective rates for gift annuities can be as much 
as 20 percent, depending on your tax bracket 

Gift annuities continue to give as long as Harding is here. Remaining funds (residuum) can be directed at the donor's 
discretion to endowed scholarships, capital improvements, or other areas of interest. 

This artide is imend~ for educational purposes only. For specific and auclwrirative applications, please consult with your qualified professional adviser(s). 

Potrero Circle, Suisun City, CA 
94585) 

To Tom ('98) and Christine 
(Alkire, '91) Wilkinson, a daugh­
ter, Saryn-Ashleigh Bernice, Aug. 
9, 2001. (900 Judson, Judsonia, 
AR 72081) 

To Alan and Faith (Ort, '94) 
Walker, a son, William Peyton, 
Aug. 11, 2001. (4712 S. 78th E. 
Ave., #87-l 02, Tulsa, OK 74145) 

To Jeff ('94) and Kari (Young, '95) 
Harris, a daughter, Chloe Cheree, 
Aug. 13, 200 I. Jeff is in optometry 
school, and Kari is a teacher at the 
JOY School. (9750 Windwater, 
#116, Houston, TX 77075) 

To Mike ('88) and Dolly (Nunley, 
'92) Scott, a daughter, Josie 
Katherine, Aug. 15, 2001. (11726 
E. !28th PlaceS., Broken Arrow, 
OK 74011) 

To William and Robin (Rose, '92) 
Rutledge, twins, Anna Elise and 
William Ryan, Aug. 20, 200 I . 
(I 003 Pennington Way, Apex, NC 
27502) 

To Brian and Sheila (Parsely, '90) 
Sedlock, a daughter, Jessie Elaina, 
Aug. 22, 2001. (261 Cherokee 
Court, Canal Winchester, OH 
43110) 

To Tim ('89) and Kelly (Young, 
'90) Creel, a son, Joshua Austin, 
Aug. 24, 2001. (3766 Pinhook 
Road, Antioch, TN 37013) 

To James and Sarah Oohnston, 
'99) Nale, a daughter, Christine 
Marie, Aug. 24, 2001. (P.O. Box 
124, Ellensburg, WA 98926) 

To Eric ('90) and Kristina (Smith, 
'92) Bailey, a son, Dillon Shawn, 
Aug. 25, 2001. (125 W Willowick 
Circle, Highlands Ranch, CO 
80129) 

To Joey ('91) and Leslie Coker, a 
son, Carson Reese, Sept. 2, 2001. 
Joey is director of skilled-care oper­
ations for Jordan Health Services. 
(110 Virginia Drive, Mounr Ver­
non, TX 75457) 

To Stan ('9 1) and Kim Bennett, a 
daughter, Harper Louise, Sept. 3, 
2001. (6001 Bramblewood Drive, 
Raleigh, NC 27612) 

To Curt ('93) and Shelley (O'Cull, 
'92) Mickey, a son, Brett David, 
Sept. 7, 2001. (9690 Elm Drive, 
Carmel, IN 46032) 

To Brad and Laura (Miller, '99) 
Davis, a son, Jared David, Sept. 8, 
2001. (175 Big Four Road, Judso­
nia, AR 72081) 

To Caleb and Kristin (Webb, '90) 
Kelso, a son, Joshua Canaan 
Webb, Sept. 8, 2001. (200 Canter­
bury Drive, #4, Alma, AR 72921) 

To David ('94) and Teressa 
(Haedge, '95) Elliott, a daughter, 
McKenzie, Sept. 13, 2001. (16943 
Hubbard Trail, Lakeville, MN 
55044) 

To Ryan ('94) and Julie King, a 
son, Dylan James, Sept. 14, 200 I. 
Ryan received his doctorate in 
ecology from Duke University in 
September 200 I and is a research 
ecologist for the Smithsonian Envi­
ronmental Research Center. (1469 
Falcon Nest Court, Arnold, MD 
21012) 

To Michael and Larisa (Hunni­
cutt, '95) Lerro, a daughter, 
Kathryn Michelle, Sepr. 16, 2001. 
Lisa received her master's from 
Freed-Hardeman University in Au­
gust 2000. (2011 Kate St., Palatka, 
FL 32177) 

To Andrew ('90) and Melissa 
Thacker, a daughter, Ainsley 
Dayle, Sept. 16, 2001. Andrew is 
legal counsel for Bombardier Aero­
space Corp. (2934 Las Campanas 
Drive, Dallas, TX 75234) 

To Brad ('OO) and Gretchen (Sim­
mons, '00) Fortson, a son, Drew 
Wayne, Sepr. 17,2001. (3500 N. 
Star, #926, Richardson, TX 
75082) 

To Jeremy ('96) and Kristen (Bas­
kett, '96) Winters, a daughter, 
Emma Elizabeth, Sept. 17, 2001. 
(2616 Crestpark Road, Knoxville, 
TN 37912) 

To Greg ('97) and Carolyn 
(Myers, '97) Brooks, a son, Wesley 
Thomas, Sept. 18, 2001. Greg is 
director of Better Life Counseling 
Center. (190 I Crestview, Jones­
boro, AR 72401) 

To Jason ('98) and Amy (Walters, 
'96) Burton, a son, Davis Robert, 
Sept. 20, 2001. (11603 W Stoney 
Point Court, Little Rock, AR 
7221 1) 

To Eliot ('96) and Lynn (Schroer, 
'95) Galyean, a daughter, Grace 
Elizabeth, Sept. 24, 2001. (20 Bay­
berry Court, Acworth, GA 30101) 

To Mark ('86) and Rebecca 
Waters, a son, Quinlan, Sept. 24, 
2001. (2825 Freewood Point, Col­
orado Springs, CO 80920) 

To Chris ('95) and Amy (Hall, 
'94) Neuenschwander, a daughter, 
Eva Barganier, Sept. 25, 200 I. 
Chris has been promoted to man­
ager with Jackson, Thornton & 
Co., and Amy is a project coordi­
nator with The Center for Fami­
lies. (206 Eastwood Drive, 
Montgomery, AL 36109) 

To Todd and Tracy (Crouch, '93) 
Cunningham, a son, Jace Allen, 
Sept. 26, 2001. (702 Peppertree 
Court, Smyrna, TN 37167) 

To David ('93) and Mary 
(McWilliams, '93) Hickman, a 
daughter, Emily Margaret, Sept. 
28, 200 l. (1 0613 Tallahassee 
Drive, Frisco, TX 75035) 

To Jason and Jennifer (Evans, '99) 
Paltjon, a son, Evan James, Ocr. l, 
2001. (4101 w 45th, #1904, 
Amarillo, TX 79109) 

To Derick and Karon (Griffin, '95) 
Mayberry, twin daughters, Sara 
Grace and Savannah Storm, Oct. 
2, 2001. (2555 Van Eaton Lane, 
Barrlett, TN 38133) 

To Tim ('94) and Misty (Massie, 
'95) Fantauzro, a daughter, Eleanor 
Joyce, Oct. 10, 2001. (3030 S. De­
troit, Tulsa, OK 74114) 

To Jay ('91) and Debbie (Pierce, 
'90) Lightfoot, a son, Benjamin 
Craig, Ocr. 10, 2001. (100 Picker­
ing Circle, Meridianville, AL 35759) 

To Shannon ('93) and Shannon 
(Cox, '94) Roach, a daughter, Syd­
ney Ann, Oct. 18, 2001. Shannon 
is teaching and coaching at 
Riverview-Judsonia School. His 
wife is a pharmacist at Fred's Phar­
macy in Beebe, Ark. They also 
have a son, Rhett. (1849 Rocky 
Point Road, Judsonia, AR 72081) 

To Robert and Ruth (Arthur, '83) 
Ronquest, a daughter, Faith Eliza­
beth, Ocr. 20, 2001. (7172 Bote­
tourt Ave., Gloucester, VA 23061) 

To Kevin ('93) and Courtney 
Wells, a son, Caden Roth, Oct. 21, 
2001. (2500 Fox Hill Drive, Ger­
mantown, TN 38139) 

To Rich ('93) and Leigh (Brooks, 
'93) Reaves, a daughter, Syndey 
Jane, Oct. 22, 2001. (5248 Chiquita 
Blvd. S., Cape Coral, FL 33914) 

To Mike and Melissa (Roberson, 
'93) Sansom, a son, Graham 
Liggett, Ocr. 24, 2001. (708 Wins­
ley Place, Brentwood, TN 37027) 

To Aaron and Holly (Burkett, '94) 
Hopkins, a son, Aaron Colby, Oct. 
25, 2001. Holly is a high school 
history teacher and girl's basketball 
coach for Christian Academy of 
Greater St. Louis. (10627 Scotland 
Drive, St. Louis, MO 63114) 

To Jon ('96) and Lety (Diaz, '96) 
Lewis, a son, Nathaniel Lee, Oct. 
28, 2001. (6860 Truer, The 
Colony, TX 75056) 

To Jeriel ('85) and Kristy McGin­
ness, a son, Drew Charles, Oct. 
31, 2001. (651 Kirkland Drive, Al­
gonquin, IL 60102) 

To Joseph ('96) and Tasha (Moss, 
'93) Walker, a daughter, Darby 
Nicole, Nov. 1, 2001. Joseph is ath­
letic director for Brentwood Christ­
ian School. (1623 Hueco Mountain 
Trail, Round Rock, TX 78664) 

CONNECTIONS lttr 
To Joseph ('91) and Shawna Brig-
ance, a son, Adam Baxter, Nov. 2, 
2001. (6894 LaGrange Hill Road, 
Cordova, TN 38018) 

To Cheok ('88) and Daisy Lee, a 
son, Jacob, Nov. 2, 200 I. Cheok is 
a consultant for Personnel Deci­
sions International Greater China 
Corp. (Flat B, Fifth Floor, Block 
II, Monte Vista, Ma On Shan, 
Hong Kong) 

To Blaze and April (Lemon, '94) 
Patzer, a daughter, Raegyn Jaclynn, 
Nov. 5, 2001. (5338 W IOOth 
Court, Westminster, CO 80021) 

To Dave ('93) and Shannon 
(Black, '94) Adams, a daughter, 
Ashley Elizabeth, Nov. 7, 2001. 
(1616 Genie Fairway, Greenville, 
MS 38701) 

To Matt ('92) and Denise Mc­
Dowell, a son, Caleb Matthew, 
Nov. 7, 2001. Matt is a project 
fund administrator for DFW 
Airport Development. (1221 
Marchant Place, Lewisville, TX 
75067) 

To Dale ('96) and Stacy (Scott, 
'92) Gaskin, a daughter, Taylor 
Dale, Nov. 12, 2001. Dale is a de­
tailer for Innovative Steel Detail­
ing, and Stacy works in region 
administration for Eclipsys Corp. 
(1433 S. Potwin Drive, Baton 
Rouge, LA 70810) 

To John ('99) and Jennifer (Chris­
man, '98) Steele, a daughter, 
Shelby Caroline, Nov. 15, 2001. 
John is a counselor for Living Hope 
Psychiatric Hospital, and Jennifer 
works part time as a dental treat­
ment coordinator. (6145 Summer­
hill Place, Texarkana, TX 75503) 

To Keith ('94) and Anessa Morrow, 
a son, Klein Owen, Nov. 17, 200 I. 
Keith is head athletic trainer for 
Bradley University. (150 E. Queen­
wood, A6, Morton, IL 61550) 

To Tim ('96) and Brittney (Kees­
ling, '95) Jones, a daughter, Mari­
beth Claire, Nov. 19,2001. (104 
Northfield, Searcy, AR 72143) 

To Chad and Melarue (Matthews, 
'95) Lowry, a daughter, Madeline 
Grace, Nov. 19, 2001. (1041 Angel 
Drive, Alexander, AR 72002) 

To Matt ('98) and Cheryl 
(Graham, '96) Wilkinson, a 
daughter, Emilie Ann, Nov. 19, 
200 I. (13305 S. 85 East Ave., 
Bixby, OK 74008) 

To Phil ('97) and Angie (Crone, 
'97) McKinney, a daughter, Kaylee 
Anne, Nov. 20, 2001. (96 Lelia 
Lane, Searcy, AR 72143) 

To Brent and Tamara (Baker, '9 1) 
Panther, a son, Thomas Joe, Nov. 
20, 2001. (1889 Cedar Wood 
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Drive, Redding, CA 96002) 

To Dale ('91) and Nancy Hearn, 
twin sons, Christopher Reed and 
Clayron David, Nov. 23, 2001. 
(6312 Fox Trail, Dallas, TX 
75248) 

To Patrick ('91) and Sarah (Folk­
erts, '93) McGaha, a son, Michael 
Connor, Nov. 25, 2001. Patrick is 
an assistant professor and head 
baseball coach at College of the 
Ozarks, and Sarah is a homemaker. 
(1611 E. Bingham, Ozark, MO 
65721) 

To Brian and Marie (Allison, '98) 
Jeffries, a son, Brian Jr., Nov. 28, 
2001. ( 4901 E. Libby St., Scotts­
dale, AZ 85254) 

To Joe and Nikki (Bledsoe, '94) 
DeLong, a son, Joseph Michael Jr., 
Dec. 5, 2001. (3270 Cumberland 
Court, Kissimmee, FL 34746) 

To Jeff and Jane Ann (Gregory, 
'93) Terwilliger, a daughter, Katie 
Brooke, Dec. 5, 2001. (26 Trelon 
Drive, Little Rock, AR 72223) 

To Toby and Jenni (Smith, '95) 
Logsdon, a daughter, Hannah 
Melissa, Dec. 6, 2001. (7 Elbe St., 
Fort Bragg, NC 28307) 

To Patrick and Rebecca (Wimpy, 
'92) Sutton, a son, Joshua Jay; Dec. 
7, 2001. (1929 OakbluffDrive, 
Carrollton, TX 75007) 

To John ('89) and Alice (Gill, '89) 
Griffith, a son, Timothy Winston, 
Dec. 8, 2001. (110 Belle Glen 
Drive, Nashville, TN 37221) 

To Bryon ('93) and Elizabeth 
Barnhill, a son, Thomas Michael, 
Dec. 10, 2001. (9505 Lost Trails 
Drive, Waco, TX 76712) 

To Jonathan ('94) and Angie 
(Phillips, '94) Hobby, a daughter, 
Sarah, Dec. 10, 2001. (100 CR 
713, Jonesboro, AR 72401) 

To Chris ('88) and Betsy (Talbott, 
'87) Lacy, a son, Grey Roberts, 
Dec. 10, 2001. (20 Spivey Chase 
Court, Jonesboro, GA 30236) 

To Rick ('90) and April (Cantrell, 
'91) Buder, a daughter, Addison 
Leigh, Dec. 11, 200 1. (Harding 
University, Box 10864, Searcy, AR 
72149) 

To Kelland Karla (Fite, '91) Mor­
ris, a son, Kaleb, Dec. 13, 2001. 
(112 Sugar Maple Drive, Sher­
wood, AR 72120) 

To Carlos ('97) and Denia Her­
nandez, a son, Carlos Donari, Dec. 
15, 2001. Carlos is administrator 
of the Trujillo Christian School. 
(Apartado 26, Trujillo, Colon, 
Honduras 32101) 

To Thomas ('95) and Kimberlee 
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(Watne, '96) Tandy, a daughter, 
Elizabeth Grace, Dec. 16, 2001. 
(1408 W Second Terrace, 
Lawrence, KS 66044) 

To Russ and Stacia (Morris, '93) 
Beatty, a daughter, Carley Dawn, 
Dec. 21, 2001. (150 Duncan 
Drive, Padukah, KY 42003) 

To Chris and Mandi (Forbess, '97) 
King, a daughter, Elizabeth Eden, 
Dec. 22, 2001. (1808 S. 11th St., 
Rogers, AR 72756) 

To Barry ('97) and Lorrie Phillips, 
a son, Cooper James, Dec. 25, 
2001, by adoption. Barry is an un­
derwriter with State Farm Life In­
surance. (951 Chelsea Way, Lake 
Wales, FL 33853) 

To John Mark and Charice (Turner, 
'95) Curtis, a son, Zachary Lin­
coln, Dec. 26, 2001. (704 High 
Eagle Drive, Arlington, TX 76001) 

To Duane ('90) and Kelly (Fan­
ning, '89) Stubblefield, a son, 
Owen Gregory, Dec. 27, 2001. 
(7105 Briley Drive, North Rich­
land Hills, TX 76180) 

To Eric and Taran (Menge, '91) 
Kohl, a daughter, Abby Lane, Dec. 
28, 2001. (12611 Chriswood 
Drive, Cypress, TX 77429) 

To Duane and Amy (Hawkins, 
'93) Jones, a son, Ethan Michael, 
Dec. 30, 2001. (118 Canterbury 
St., Bethalto, IL 62010) 

To Scott ('96) and Mavenee 
(Mays, '95) Thibodeaux, a daugh­
ter, Sophie Lee, Dec. 31, 2001. 
Scott is youth and family minister 
for the Duncanville Church of 
Christ. (1417 Vanderbilt, E602, 
Fort Worth, TX 76120) 

To Rich ('94) and Heather (Trout­
wine, '96) Little, a son, William 
Thomas, Jan. 2. (2158 Blacksmith 
Drive, Wheaton, IL 60187) 

To Zack ('95) and Angie (Baskett, 
'94) Wesley, a daughter, Jenna 
Reese, Jan. 3. (3005 Tilden St., 
Houston, TX 77025) 

To Mark and Jennifer Gohnson, 
'95) Curtis, twins, Madeline Grace 
and Duke Alan, Jan. 7. (6239 S.W 
Arbor Grove Drive, Corvallis, OR 
97333) 

To Jason ('93) and Suzannah 
(Lepper, '94) Foster, a daughter, 
Evelynn Rose, Jan. 10. (6528 Old 
Carriage Way, Alexandria, VA 
22315) 

To James ('96) and Becky (Carroll, 
'96) Clark, a daughter, Emma Eliz­
abeth Ann, Jan. 23. (2131 Rocky 
Mill Drive, Lawrenceville, GA 
30044) 

To Mike ('91) and Diane (Roof, 
'92) May, a son, David Michael 

III, Jan. 29. Diane received her 
master's in early childhood special 
education in December 2001. (243 
Maria Ave., St. Paul, MN 55106) 

To Todd and Jennifer (Chesser, 
'95) Newman, a son, Michael 
Scott, Feb. 2. (420 Lakeside Drive, 
Irving, TX 75062) 

To Jeffrey ('91) and Karen (Miller, 
'94) Felzien, a daughter, Menolly 
Brooke, March 3. (320 Eastlawne 
Drive, Rochester Hills, MI 48307) 

Deaths 
Lamar Plunket ('43), 79, died 
June 5, 2001. He is survived by 
four children, Trudie, Bonnie 
Barnett ('69), Joseph and Rodney 
('90). 

Geraldine Young Holland ('47), 
76, diedJuly7, 2001. She served 
for four years with her husband as 
a missionary to Japan. She retired 
from Pepperdine University as an 
administrative assistant in 1992. 
She is survived by her husband, 
Harold ('45); three sons, Robert, 
Kenneth and John; a daughter, 
Luanne ('82); and eight grandchil­
dren. (6421 S. I 12th E. Ave., 
Tulsa, OK 74133) 

Mary D. Goins Reilly ('57), 66, 
died July 14,2001, from cancer. 
She is survived by two sons, John 
and Tom; a daughter, Kathy 
Roznos; and five sisters, Doris 
Reeves, Louise Richardson, Lois 
Richardson, Jane Howard ('60) 
and Lydia Brown ('62). 

David MacDougall ('60), 62, died 
July 16, 2001. He was in retail 
management for 41 years. He is 
survived by his wife, Glenda 
(McHaney, '61); two sons, David 
and William; three daughters, 
Mary Knapp, Lori Botkin and 
Shannon Mullenax; and five grand­
children. (308 Chestnut, Warren, 
AR 71671) 

Juanice Dill Niestadt ('59), 65, 
died Aug. 8, 2001. She served as 
an editor for the Osceola Sentinel 
and Tribune newspaper and was a 
volunteer with the American 
Cancer Society. She is survived by 
her husband, John ('59); sons, 
Jonathan ('87) and Jeremy ('88); a 
daughter, Jennifer Bennett; and 
nine grandchildren. (131 N. Park, 
Osceola, IA 50213) 

Gertrude Dykes, 93, died Sept. 
28, 2001. She was the widow of 
John L. Dykes, manager of the 
Harding Bookstore, and served as 
assistant manager until her retire­
ment. She also founded Camp 
Wyldewood with her husband. She 
is survived by a daughter, Latina 
('64), and a son, Norman ('57). 

Dara Cossey, 23, a sophomore 
majoring in 
graphic design, 
died Oct. 6, 
2001, from liver 
failure. She is 
survived by her 
parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. Brady 

Cossey. (P.O. Box 1091, Cabot, 
AR 72023) 

Nyal Royse, former director of 
graduate studies and education fac­
ulty member, died Oct. 28, 2001. 
He was preceded in death by his 
wife of more than 60 years, 
Loretta; and is survived by four 
daughters, Nancy Hendricks ('67), 
Melceena Moubray, Lois Alexander 
and Binnie Willis; and nine grand­
children. (15810 N.E. 35th St., 
Vancouver, WA 98682) 

Robert Gibson ('36), 87, died 
Nov. 1, 2001, from complications 
with Alzheimer's disease. A naval 
veteran ofWorld War II, he was 
the owner/operator of Fort Smith 
Refrigeration Co. for 47 years. A 
past president of the Fort Smith 
Rotary Club, he served on the 
board of directors of the Southern 
Christian Home in Morrilton, 
Ark., for 30 years. He is survived 
by his daughters, Kathy Lasater 
and Ann Romano ('74), and three 
grandchildren. He was preceded in 
death by his wife, Perrian. 

Gene Mowrer ('51), 74, died Nov. 
17, 2001. He is survived by his 
wife, Betty (Rhodes, '49); and 
three sons, Michael, David and 
Rickey. (867 Paint Rock Ferry 
Road, Kingston, TN 37763) 

Roger "Jerry'' Hughes ('63), 62, 
died from renal failure Nov. 22, 
200 1. He was a science teacher. He 
is survived by his mother, Loretta 
Hughes; a brother, James ('57); 
two daughters, Shelly Keller ('93) 
and Cheryl Clark ('96); and two 
sons, Shane and Chad, a senior at 
Harding. (519 S. York St., Denver, 
co 80209) 

Delbert Lewis ('69), 54, died from 
heart failure Dec. 1, 2001. He was 
a retired disability consultant for 
the state of Arkansas. 

Denis Dutka ('66), 66, died Dec. 
10, 2001. He is survived by his 
wife, Martha, and son, Duane. 
(4313 Rebecca Cove, Olive 
Branch, MS 38654) 

Dot Baker Watson ('48), 79, died 
Dec. 12, 2001. She is survived by 
her husband, Max; three daugh­
ters, Louanne ('77), Melanie and 
Sarah; and a son, Steven. (3203 
Beverly Road, Austin, TX 78703) 

Ryan Howard ('84), 53, died Dec. 
17, 2001, from an acute infection 
of the heart. He was a licensed 

marriage and family therapist. He 
is survived by his wife, Linda, and 
children Joseph and Rachel. 
(13604 Avenida Grande, San 
Diego, CA 92129) 

David Goins ('65), 58, died Dec. 
29, 2001, from cancer. He was an 
excavating contractor. He is sur­
vived by his wife, Judy; two sons, 
Steve and David; three daughters, 
Leah Douglas ('94), Beverly Tripp 
and Rebecca; five sisters, Doris 
Reeves, Louise Richardson, Lois 
Richardson, Jane Howard ('60) 
and Lydia Brown ('62), and four 
grandchildren. 

Sherry Watson Mercieca ('72), 51, 
died Dec. 29, 2001. She earned 
her bachelor's in English and music 
and her master's in counseling psy­
chology from Alabama A&M 
University. She was the founder 
and director of the Huntsville 
Feminist Chorus. She is survived 
by her husband, Charles; a daugh­
ter, Juliette; and a son, Alexander. 
(20 13 Orba Drive, Huntsville, AL 
35811) 

William Glyde Poplin ('28), 96, 
died Jan. 8. A minister for 76 
years, he hosted a radio broadcast, 
"The Truth in Love," for 40 years. 
He was preceded in death by his 
wife, Stella (Marshall, '28). He is 
survived by three children, Helen 

MAY 

Mackey ('50), Arlene Johnston and 
Bill Poplin. 

Kristin Altman, 20, a junior ma­
joring in professional sales, died 
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Jan. 16 from in­
juries sustained 
in an automobile 
accident. She is 
survived by her 
parents, Dane 
('77) and Carole 
(Winther, '80); 

and one sister, Dana, a freshman at 
Harding. (3225 Charring Cross, 
Plano, TX 75025) 

Michael Niswander ('77), 49, died 
Jan. 24. He was a nurse anesthetist 
at Baptist Medical Center in Little 
Rock, Ark. He is survived by his 
wife, Heidi, and a son, Kane. 
(12307 Willow Lane, Scott, AR 
72142) 

Doris Jean Abney Turner ('48), 
74, died Jan. 25. She is survived by 
two brothers, Robert ('52) and 
Gary ('69) Abney; two sons, 
William and Robert; and two 
grandchildren. 

Russell Showalter ('48), 81, died 
Jan. 27. He was financial aid direc­
tor at Harding from 1967-1988. 
He was a former president of the 
Southwest Association of Student 
Financial Aid Administration and 

29 Summer classes begin, Graduate School of Religion; 
(901)761-1353 

JUNE 
3 Summer I begins, main campus; (501) 279-4407 

9-14 National Leadership Forum, American Studies Institute; 
(501) 279-4497 

13-14 Summer Experience I; 800-477-4407 
15-20 Uplift !,Institute for Church & Family; (501) 279-4660 
20-23 Searcy Summer Dinner Theatre,"Bell, Book and Candle," 

communication department; (501) 279-4445 
22-27 Uplift II, Institute for Church & Family; (501) 279-4660 
24-28 Kids Kollege, American Studies Institute; (501) 279-4497 

28-7/12 Honors Symposium, Session A; (501) 279-4478 

JULY 
1 Summer II begins, main campus; (501) 279-4407 

4-6 Uplift Family Getaway, Institute for Church & Family; 
(501) 279-4660 

5-19 Honors Symposium, Session B; (501) 279-4478 
11-12 Summer Experience II; 800-477-4407 

was also a former 
Searcy City 
Council mem­
ber. He is sur­
vived by his wife, 
Jean (Kent), and 
two sons, Phil 
('91) and Marc 

('78). (1605 E. Market, Searcy, AR 
72143) 

CoraKercBlue ('42), 87, diedJan. 
28. She is survived by her husband, 
Troy ('42); two sons, Glen ('70) 
and Leon ('72); a daughter, Anne 
Rouse ('65); and seven grandchil­
dren. (133 Cloverdale, Searcy, AR 
72143) 

Ruby Parrott Janes ('34), 88, died 
Feb. 10. She was a dorm manager 
at Harding from 1963-1983. She is 
survived by two daughters, Mary 
Lee Wilkerson ('64) and Deborah 
Work ('69), and five grandchildren. 

James Earl McLeod ('75), 49, died 
March 13 in Tallahassee, Fla. He 
taught in middle schools in 
Arkansas and Florida and at North 
Florida Community College. He 
most recently worked with Pride of 
Florida. He is survived by one 
brother, Don. 

Jeanna Slatton Smith ('78), 45, 
died March 18. She is survived by 
her husband, Claude; a daughter, 

CONNECTIONS 

Nicole, a junior at Harding; her 
mother, Clara Haddock Slatton 
('50); and two brothers, Ronnie 
('76) and David ('91). (69 
Mohawk Drive, Searcy; AR 72143) 

Connie Ford ('41), 84, died March 
21. She was a retired librarian for 
the Union Electric Co. 

Caroline Ruth Hamm Cauthern 
('61), 64, died from cancer March 
24. She taught 17 years at Haltom 
High School in Fort Worth, Texas, 
after teaching at the university level 
in Fort Worth and New York. She 
is survived by her husband, Buster; 
three daughters, Becky Evans, 
Barbara Rushing and Joan Patton; a 
son, Wayne; and 12 grandchildren. 
(RRl, Box 67, Graham, TX 76450) 

Nita Gray Cooper ('58), 64, died 
March 26. She is survived by her 
husband, Burl ('59), and a son, 
Cameron ('01). (295 Burl Cooper 
Road, Romance, AR 72136) 

Alan Neale Pryor ('84), 40, died 
AprilS, from cancer. He was a 
business professor at Drexel 
University. He is survived by his 
wife, Kerrin; three children, 
Lindsey, Dylan and Nikole; his 
parents, Neale ('56) and Treva 
(Terrell, '86); and a sister, Lori 
Sloan ('86). (458 Virginia Ave., 
Paoli, PA 19301) 

EVENTS 

11-14 Searcy Summer Dinner Theatre,"Ten Little Indians," 
communication department; (501) 279-4445 

12-26 Honors Symposium, Session C; (501) 279-4478 
27 Summer commencement exercises, main campus, Benson 

Auditorium, 10 a.m. 

AUGUST 
1-4 Searcy Summer Dinner Theatre,"You Can't Take it With You," 

communication department; (501) 279-4445 
11-14 Tahkodah Music Camp, music department; (501) 279-4343 
14-17 Marching Band Camp, music department; (501) 279-4343 
15-19 Student Impact 

19 Registration for fall classes, main campus; (501) 279-4403 
20 Fall classes begin, main campus 
27 Arkansas Ministers and Wives Day, Institute for Church & 

Family; (501) 279-4660 

SEPTEMBER 
29-10/2 Lectureship, Institute for Church & Family; (501) 279-4660 

OCTOBER 
4-6 Family Weekend, Office of Alumni Relations; (501) 279-4276 

24-26 Homecoming, Office of Alumni Relations; (501) 279-4276 
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FROM THE PAST 

Distinguished history professor, author, preacher: Ray Muncy made his mark 

M EASURED SIMPLY IN LENGTH OF SERVICE, Ray Muncy's 30 years on 

the Harding faculty were not that unusual. Many have served 

longer. • But when the senior class of 1994 raised funds to honor 

the late history professor with the dock tower along the busy plaza between 
the Student Center and Benson Auditorium, they made a statement about 

the impact of those 30 years. Today, most dose observers of Harding would 
agree that Muncy belongs in the first rank of memorable and influential 
teachers in the school's history. 

And now comes a book that gives read­
ers a close look at this man's life. Muncy's 
widow, Eloise, has written a biography of 
her husband with the help of Dr. John 
Williams, associate professor of English. 
Tided Making History: Ray Muncy in His 
Time, the volume was issued in April by 
New Leaf Books, a Christian publishing 
house headed by church historian Leonard 
Allen. 

Muncy, whose scrupulous scholarship 
produced three books of history during his 
Harding career, would be humbled by 
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Rt\Y MuNCY 
lN HlS TlME 

the attention inherent in such a project, 
but he would also be proud of the careful 
work that went into recreating the story of 
his life. A seeker of truth and a lover oflan­
guage, he would admire this readable, very 
human history- even though it's his own. 

Actually, it's more than Ray Muncy's 
life. It's also a story about churches of 
Christ in the heart of the 20th century­
Muncy preached full time for many years 
in West Virginia, Kentucky and Indiana 
before coming to Harding, and continued 
to preach at country congregations around 
Searcy. He also served as an elder at Col-
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lege Church. The book addresses social and 
doctrinal themes throughout; for example, 
in his early career, Muncy had to deal with 
racial discrimination and even unwittingly 
found himself hired by - and serving for 
several years - a congregation at odds 
with his doctrinal views. 

It's the story, too, of Harding in the last 
third of the century, starting with the 
Muncys' 1964 arrival in a sleepy little 
Searcy that was about to experience grow­
ing pains along with the college. Ten years 
later, as an adopted native son, Muncy was 
commissioned by the city to write its his­
tory for the bicentennial celebration of 
1976. His book, Searcy, Arkansas: A Fron­
tier Town Grows Up with America, brought 
attention and pride to a community that 
still loves and respects him. 

From the start, students recognized 
Muncy as a fascinating but demanding 
teacher, and his achievement of Distin­
guished Professor status in 1988 formalized 
the reputation. You walked into one of his 
history classes to find the chalkboard al­
ready filled with names and terms to be 
covered in that day's lecture. You listened 
to a man full of passion for his subject, a 
scholar who loved learning as much as 
teaching, who strove for the same excel­
lence in his work that he expected of his 
students. You might have been in class the 
day he made it through all but one of the 
historical names on the board, a name no 
one recognized. Then Muncy proudly an­
nounced that this famous person was his 
first grandchild, newly born. 

Yes, he had a sense of humor, with a 
quick mind and a great, hearty laugh that 
rumbled out for both students and friends. 
He loved telling of the time he heard two 
students approach his closed office door 
and, not realizing he was inside, scan the 
grades posted there. When he heard one of 
them gasp and blurt out, "That dirty dog!" 
he couldn't help responding with a vigor­
ous bark and then listened to the frantically 
retreating footsteps . 

As much as his colleagues loved him, we 

also could find him intimidating. If one of 
us fell into step with Muncy on the way to 
chapel, we'd better be ready to talk about 
books, because he'd usually ask, "What 
have you been reading?" Ready for the 
question, a colleague once lent Muncy a 
scholarly volume he thought might keep 
him busy for a while, only to have him re­
turn it just a day later, already finished with 
it and ready to discuss. 

I think we all recognized him as the best 
scholar on campus. His doctoral disserta­
tion on marriage in utopian communities, 
published by a scholarly press, caused 
enough of a stir to merit a paperback edi­
tion and gave him a reputation in wider 
history and sociology circles. Muncy never 
lost the hunger for learning. His interest in 
communal societies led him to field re­
search in an Israeli kibbutz, and one year 
he even audited organic chemistry- by 
reputation one of the University's most 
challenging courses - because he thought 
he should know more about the subject. 

Such a breadth of interests made Muncy 
a natural leader for the liberal arts at the 
University. Especially in his later years, few 
faculty meetings went by without his mak­
ing an impassioned statement about pre­
serving the integrity of the general 
education program against the inroads of 
specialized studies. He believed especially 
in the humanities, and he and Eloise en­
joyed two stints at the University's campus 
in Florence, Italy. 

Perhaps more than anything, Making 
History is a story of faith and love through 
one family's remarkable struggles and tri­
umphs. 

Readers will probably be moved most 
by the parts of Muncy's life they didn't 
know much about- his impoverished 
childhood in the coal-mining hills ofWest 
Virginia; the days of courtship with Eloise 
at Freed-Hardeman College; the years as a 
young preacher, husband and father; and 
yes, the heartbreaking personal crises that 
beset the Muncy family. 

Eloise has said that although she loved 
the man she married, she loved even more 
the man he became. Thanks to her and 
Williams, the many friends and admirers of 
Ray Muncy can now trace his journey and 
discover new reasons to be thankful they 
knew him. lHI -Dennis Organ 

Editor's note: You may purchase Making History by calling 
the University Bookstore at 1-800-477-4351. 
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FINAL FRAME 

Sophomore Dora Derbigny and senior Michael Woodall join with the University Chorus to perform 
"America the Beautiful: A Festival Finale" during the American Studies Institute's lecture series 
presentation by Barbara Bush. For more on Bush's lecture, see page 76. 
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